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A
$>.:

View of the Covenant of

&C

CjRACE,.

Psalm

!

I'have

Ixxxix. 3.

made a Covenant with my Chofen
1

Thelafi

Cor.

xv. 45.

A&am was made a quichiing Spirit.
S Man's Ruin was originally owing to
the Breaking of the Covenant of
fforks, fo his Recovery, from ths
firft

to the

laft

Step thereof,

is

owing

purely to the Fulfilling of the Cove.-

nant of Grace $ which Covenant, being that wherein the whole Myftery of our Salvation

lies,

I

am

to effay the

fhall be pieafed

Need

of

to

humble

Opening

And

aflift.

of,

there

Dependance on

Rights, tiiiougb-Jefus Chiift his

A

Sw>

as the

Lord

the

more

is

the

Father of

for the

Mant-

kilatioa

A View of

i

feftation of his Spirit in this

the

Matter

that,

;

where-

as the fir (t Covenant is known, in Part, by the
Light of Nature, the Knowledge of this Second is
owing entirely to Revelation.

"Twas from

Covenant, the Pfalmift, in the
firfl Text, took a
comrortable View of a glorious Building, infallibly
going up in the midfl: of Ruins
even' a Building of
Mercy: For 1 have [aid, Mercy Jh all he built up for
ever; the Ground of which confident Affertion is,
in our Text, pointed out to be God's Covenant
with his Chofen. From the type of the Covenant
of Grace, namely, the Covenant of Royalty made
with David, he faw a building up of Mercy for the
royal Family of Judah, when they, were brought
exceeding low. From the Subftance of it, he faw a
Building of Mercy for Sinners of Mankind, who
were laid in Ruins by the Breach of the fir ft Covenant.
This is that new Building, free Grace fet on
this

Verfe immediately preceeding the

,•

Foot

for us;

into

ftantly thereupon,

which they that believe are, inreceived, and where, once re-

A

Building of
ceived, they fhall dwell for ever :
Mercy, in which every Stone, from the Bottom to
the Top, from the Foundation-done to
ftone,

Of

Copc-

the

pure Mercy, rich and free Mercy to us.
this Building- of Mercy, I fhall drop a few
is

Words.

And (i.) The Plan of it was drawn, from all
Eternity, in the Council of the Trinity
For it is,
:

according
Chrift,

to

Eph.

the eternal Purpofe purpbfed in Jefus
iii.
n. The Objects of Mercy, the

Stime and Place, the
it

Way and Means,

on them, were deiign'd

was

particularly,

miferable, yea before he

Builder

is

God himfelf,

was

at

of conferring
before

all.

(2.)

Man
The

the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghoft,

*"

Covenant of Grace.
Ghoil,

Hands

hi

Cor.

i

Te are God's

p.

of the glorious Trinity arc

Building

:

The Father

cbofe the

at

j

building.

All

Work

ti is

Odj us

r

<

\v\

Mercy,
die Son

and gays them to the Son to be redet med ;
furcbajed Redemption tor them
and the Holy
Gnoft applies the pirchafed Redemption, unto
them Bu.- it is fpecially attribute* to the Son, on
the Account. o' his Angular Agency in the Work,
Zecb. vi. 12. Be bold tbe Man wboje Name is tbe
;

:

r

Branch— -He

/hall build tbe

Even He

vcr. 13.

/hall build

Temple of tbe Lord:
tbe Temple of tbe

and He Jhatt bear tbe Glory.
Foundation was laid deep, in the eternal
Lord,

(3.)

T

.e

Counfel ;
or Angels.

beyond the Reach of the Eyes of Men
Paul confidering it, cries out. O tbe Deptb ! konv
ii. 33.
For who batb known tbe Mind of tbe Lord,
crwbobatb been bis Connfeller ? ver. 34. (4.) 'Tis
mere than Five thoufand Years, lince this Building
above Ground.
And the fi ft Stone of it, that
appeared, was a Promi/e, a Promile of a Saviour,
made in Paradife, after the Fall, Gen. iii. 15, namerofe

ly,

;hat the Seed of tbe Woman fhould bruije tbe
Serpent.
Here vjzs Mercy. And Mer-

Head of the

cy was laid upon Mercy
v^as

:

Upon

Parents were enabled to

Mercy

promifing

kid quickning Mercy, whereby our
believe the

loft

Promife

:

flrft

And

upon q'.iickning Mercy was laid pardoning Mercy
to them
and upon that again, fanBfying and
eftablifb'wg Mercy, and at length glorifxihg M^rcy.
Bi
Jcfus
(5.) The Cement is Blood; the
Chrift the Mediator, wnicu is the Blood of God,
-,

Ads

xx. 28.

cou/i(l>

in the

No

Mercy tor Sinners could
Mercy iy j&rw upon another,

faving

nor could one

Buying, without being Cemented wi;h

precious

Blood

;

But by

A

it,

2

the

that

whole Building
confills,

:

A View of the

4
coniifts,

and (lands firm forever. Heb.

and

24, 25.

vi'fi

(6.)

peared above Ground,

many Hands have
Patriarchs were

ic

been

Work

vying on the

22, 25.

ix.

Ever fince the Time

it

ap-

And
has been going on.
imploy'd, to ierve in car-

In the
imploy'd

rirft

:

in

Ages of the World,
it,

fuch as

Adam,

Enoch, and Ncab in the middle Ages, Prophets,
In thefe the laft Ages, the
Priefts, and Levites :
;

and other extraordinary

Apoftles,

Officers,

and

Great has been
MMften
the Opposition made to the Building, from the Beg'ining, by Satan and his Agents ; both in the
Way of Violence and Deceit Yet has it all alcng
And now 'tis come far above
been going on itill.
Mid- height; 'tis drawing towards the Top, and
of the Gofpel.

pHfcinary

:

the

For

Time when
'tis

evident,

the laft Stone fhali be laid thereon

we

are far

advanced

in the

Days

of the Voice of the feventh Angel, wherein the Myfiery
(7.) The Copeof God is to bzfinijhed, Rev. x. 7.
fione will be laid on it, at the laft Day ; at what

Time

receive its full Accomplifh-

the Promii; will
>

compkat Salvation

of all the Objects
of Mercy, then to be advanced unto the Me afar e
of the Stature of the Fulnefs of Chrift, Eph. iv. 13.

ment,

in the

In that

Day, our Lord

Jefus

Builder, Jhall bring forth the

Shoutings, even the

laft

Chrift,

Head -ft one

the great

thereof with

and crowning Mercy, fay-

of my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the
World.
And then mall they dwell in the Building
of Mercy perfected, zndjiug of Mercies, for ever
ing,

and

Come ye

ever.

bleffed

Laftly,

The Foundation on which

ftands, iszfirm one.

'Tis neceflary, that

it

it

be fo:

For a Building of Mercy to Sinners, from a holy
juft God, is a Building of huge. Weight,; more
weighty

Covenant of Grace.

5

weighty than the whole Fabrick of Heaven and
Earth
And if it fhould fall, ail is ruined a fecond
Time, without any more Hope of Relief. Bur, it
is a lure Foundation, being God's everb.fting Covenant
J have made a Covenant with my Chojen.
:

;

In which

Words, together with the fecond Text,
Things to be confide red. I. The
Foundation, on which the Building of Mercy
there are

flands

;

four

A Covenant.

to wit,

tracJers in that Covenant.

And

IV. The Nature of

II.

III.

The Parties ConThe making o{ ir.

it.

The

Foundation .on which the Building of
Mercy (lands, is a Covenant, & Divine Covenant,
I.

The firft Building for Man's Happincfs,
was a Building oi Bounty and Goodnefs but not
of Mercy : For, Man was not in Mifery when it
a fare one.

;

was

a rearing up.

to^

;

And

was founded on a Covenant
Covenant of Works, made
with the firft Adam : But he broke the Covenant,
and the whole Building tumbled down in an InBut this is another Covenant, and of another
ftant.
Nature.
In the Type indeed, and Shadow, 'tis
the Covenant of Royalty with David, 2 Sam. \ ii.
11,
17; which was a Foundation of Mercy to
his Family, fecuring the Continuance or it, and
Howbeit, in the Antitype
that as a royal Family.
and Truth, 'tis the Covenant of Grace, the Covenant of. eternal Life and Salvation to Sinners, the
-fpiritual Seed of the Head thereof, to be given them
in the Way of free Grace and Mercy, Pfal. texix.
And in which they are freed from
2, 4, 29, 16
the Curfe, fo that it cannot reach them, notwithftanding of their Failures ; but the Lord deals with
rhem, as his Children ftill, tho' offending Children,
namely, on

it

the

—

:

wr.

30,

—

33

;

And

all,

A

by
3

the

Means

of Jefus
Chrift

A View of the

6

One, vet. lg. This
whole Building of Mercy

Chrift the Saviour, the mighty
is

the Foundation of the

their low Eftate, into
were brought by Adam's Fail. The
Promulgation, and Offer made unto
Men, of this Covenant which lay

to Sinners, in

Depths of

the eternal Counfel,

the glad Tidings of a

is

which they
Revelation,

S^ns of

the

hid

in

the

called the Go/pel

new Covenant,

for

Life

and

Salvation to Sinners.

The

II.

God

Parties Contrafiers in this Covenant, are

and

his cbofen, the loft

Adam

dent, from the Nature of the

:
For 'tis eviThings here fpoken

and from 2 Sam, vii. 8. that thefe Words,
made a Covenant with my chofen, are the
Both Heaven and Earth
Lord's own Words.
were concerned in this Covenant j for ir was a Coverfant of Peace between them
And accordingly,
the Interefts of both are ieen to, by the Parties
Contra&ers.
(1.) On Heaven's Side is God himvet. 3, 4,

/ have

:

felf,

Party Propojer

the

of the

Covenant

;

/ have

made a Covenant with my Chofen. He was the
offended Party
Yet the Motion for a Covenant of
Peace, comes from him
a certain Indication of
the Good- will of the whole glorious Trinity, towards the Recovery of loft Sinners. The God and
Father 0$. our Lord Jefus Chrift, the Father of Mercies, beholding a loft World ; his Mercy feeks a
Vent, that it may be fhown to the miferable But
:

;

:

Jullice {lands in the

ing of Mercy

by

The

may

it

flrft

Mercy

;

be

Way

oi the Egrefs and Build-

without therr be a Covenant, whereThen faith the Fat bet,
fatisfied.

Covenant

will

not ferve the Purpofe

new Bargain

of

But the loft
Creatures hare nothing left, to contract for themkhes'i imiefs another take the Burden upon him,
;

there mull be a

:

for

Covenant of Grace.

y

no Remedy in the Cafe They
Til make
cannot choofe fuch an one for themfelves
a Cooke for them, and make the Covenant with
for them, there's

:

;

my

Cbofen.

On

(2.)

Man's Side then

God's

is

One, for the Word is Angular.
This cbefen One, in the Type, the Covenant of
Royalty, is David but in the Antitype, the Co-

Cbofen, or ch$fen

,

Son of God, the laft
Luke xxiii.
Adam, even Chrift
great
Things
are faid of
fuch
35. The Truth is,
this
Covenant
was
Party
with
whom
made, of
the
his Seed, and of the Efficacy of this Covenant, as
can fully agree to none, but Chrift and his fpiritual
Seedy ver. 4, 27, 20, 36, 37. The royal Family
of Judab, the Houfe of David, never recovered
venant

of Grace,

'tis

the

tbe Cbofen of God,

Babylonijh Captiwhich Time, this Pfalm
feems to have been penned Their Kingdom is extinct many Ages ago ; and the Grandeur of that

their ancient Splendor, after the

vity; with a

View

to

:

Family, according the Flefh, is quite funk.
But
the Promife made to David, in the Covenant of
Royalty, ftill flouriflieth, and will flourifli for ever,
in Jefus Chrift the Top-branch of the Family of
David. How then can it be, but that, in the perpetual Building of Mercy, mentioned ver. 2, and
the eftablijhing of David's

Seed, and

building

tip

throne to all Generations, ver. 4. Chrift himfelf
is chiefly aimed at ? And indeed, he only was the
mighty one, fie for the yaft Undertaking in this
Covenant, ver. 19
And him the Father points

his

:

out to us, as his Elecl or cbofen One

As

Ifa. xlii.

1.

Covenant, between
the contracting Parties ; the Father made it with his
own Son, I have made a Covenant with my Cbofen :
III.

And

to the

that, kefore

making

the

of.

this

World began.

A

4

Tit.

i.

2.

By

their

A View of

8

mutual Agreement thereto,

their

the
this

Covenant was

compleatly made, from Eternity; even as the Covenant of Works, with the fir & Adam, was, before
we were in Being. The original Text calls it cutting off a Covenant ; which Phrafe is taken from
thac ancient Ufage of catting off a. Bead, by cutting
tt a[under, at the making o\ a Covenant, Jer. xxxiv.
.

1

8.

intimates this Covenant to be a Covenant by

Ic

Sacrifice

wherein the Party-cohtra&er on Man's

;

Side was the Sacrifice, and Divine Juftice the Sword
according to Zech. xiii. 7.
that cut it afunder
^

Awake,

Man

O Sword,

againft

my Shepherd, and againft

my

Fellow, faith the Lord of Hofts :
And withal, it imports the
Smite the Shepherd.

the

that

is

and Perpetuity of the Covenant
no more, for ever, to be di(folved, than
the Parts of the Beaft cut off, one from the other,
to be joined again as formerly.
IV. For the Nature of this Covenant there are
five Things belonging thereto, that appear from the
Namely (1.) The Being or a ReprefentaTexts
tion in it
(2.) The Defign, for which it was let
on Foot
(3-.) That there are in it a Condition, and
(4.) A Promtfe ; And (y) Into whofe Hands the
Inviolablenefs

made

;

j

,

:

;

;

Ad minift rat ion

of

There
Covenant.

a Reprefentation taking Place in this

is

1.

it

is

put.

As it was in the firft- Covenant, fo ic
was like wife in the fecond the Party-contra&er
and Undertaker on Man's Side, was a Reprefenta;

*

five, representing and fuftaining the Perfons of others.
This appears, in that the chofen One, with whom
the Covenant was made, is called the laft Adam.
For 'tis plain, he is (o called in Relation to the
firft Adam, who was the Figure (or tfype ) of him %

Rom.

v.

14

:

Namely,

m char,

likeas the firft-

Adam
repre-

Covenant

of Grace.
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reprekhting his Seed, in the Covenant of Works,
bftto'ghc Sin and Death on them; fo he reprefentnig

brings Righteoufnefs and

his,

the

as

Apoflle teacheth

at

to

Life

that

large in

them

;

Chap-

ter.
1.

mod

The Dejtgn

of this Covenant, was Life, the

valuable lntereft

was made a

of"

Mankind,

qitickning Sprit, to

^tbe laft

Adam

wit, to give Lire

to his Seed.
So it is a Covenant of Life, as the
Covenant of Levi, a Type thereof, is exprefly called,
Mai. ii. 5. The firft Covenant was a Covenant of
Li.e too: But there is this Difference, to wit, that
the Firft was for Life in Perfection to upright Man
having Life before the Second, for Life in Perfection to finful Man legally and morally dead. The
Parties contra&ed for, in this fecond Covenant,
were considered as under the Bands of Death, abfolutely void of Life
and therefore utterly incapable
They lay like dry
to act for helping themfelves.
;

;

about the Grave's Mouth, before
the Parties- contracters
Juftice forbidding to give
them Life, but upon Terms confident with and be-

B

Mies, icattersd

;

coming
$\

its

The

Honour.
Condition of the Covenant, the
to by

Terms

of

implied in that he was the laft Adam, namely, to go
thorough with what the firft Adam had {fuck in.
Adain, in the Covenant of Work% {tumbled in the
Gouffe of his Obedience, and fell
and by his Fall
was quice difabled to begin it anew He thereby
came under the Penalty of that Covenant alfo, but
\v?s utterly unable to cifcharge it.
So the laft
Adam comes in the Room of the Firft, not as the
that Life, agreed

the Representative,

is

;

:

'firft
-

Adam

there

ftood in his Integrity

was no Place

for a

fecond

\

for

in

Adam:

that Cafe,

But, as he
lay

A View of

lo

Man

lay a broken

coming

in his

was, to

fatisfy

under the

the

firft.

Bargain.

And

Room, in this Cafe; his Bufinefs
the Demands of the firft Covenant,
Seed.
Thefe Demands were now

in behalf of his
run up high, quite beyond

what they were to innoPenalty was become payable, as
principal Sum.
Wherefore, the firft

cent

Adam : The

well

as

the

Covenant being ingrofs'd in the fecond, is declared
broken; and the Principal and Penalty being fum'd
up together, the Clearing of the whole is laid upon
the lafi or fecond Adam, as the Condition of the
fecond Covenant.
4. The Promife of the Covenant, to be, upon
that Condition, perfotm'd by the Party- contra&er

on Heaven's Side, is imply 'd in thefe Words, /
have made a Covenant with (in the Original, £0)
my Chofen. That is, " I have made a Covenant,
<c
binding and obliging myfelf, by folemn Promife,

my

<c

to

<c

pon the Condition

chofen one, for fuch and fuch Benefits, u#>

and agreed ta
Compare the following Claufe, J have [worn unto
David my Servant. The Nature of this Promife
will be enquired into, in the due Place.
Lafily,

The

Adminifiration of this Covenant,

put into the Hands

Man's
Spirit.
it

was

therein dated

is

Party-contra&er on
Side ; Z*be lafi Adam was made a quickning
Each of the contracting Parties being God,
not poffible, that either Party fhould fail
the lafi Adam fhould break, as the firft had
of the

;

or that
Wherefore, the Time of Chrift's fulfilling of
done.
the Condition of the Covenant, being prefixt by
the Father; God took Chrift's fingle Bond, for
fufficient Security, and thereupon conftitute him

Thefe whom he reAdminiftrator of the Covenant.
confidered as being under Death,

prcfented, were

which,

Covenant of Grace.
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which, in the Language of the Covenant, is a very
The Spirit and Lite were to be
extenfive Term
:

and did belong to the Promffc
So* upon the Credit or' his ful-

purchafed by him,
of

tne Covenant.

the Condition of the Covenant, in due

filling

Fulnefs of the

the

Time

and eternal Life, were
be communicate by him.
Rev.
Spirit,

in him, to
ihefe ^things faith he that hath the fevtn
Spirits of God. i John v. 1 1. God hath given t§

lodged
i.

iii.

us eternal Life : And this Life is in his Son. John
2. As thou haft given him Power over all

xvii.

Flefh, that be fhould

give eternal Life.

Thus was

he made a quickning Spirit.
Now the Doctrine of thefe Texts thus

and explained,

pared

is,

That

com-

Covenant of
hft Sinners of

the

Life and Salvation to
Mankind, was made with Jesus Christ the Last
Adam; and be conftitute Adminiflrator of it.
In handling of this weighty Subject, I deem it
Grace, for

not neceiTary to iniift, to prove that there is a Covenant of Grace, the Being of which is obvious

from the Texts, and

many

other

Scriptures, fuch

and

Heh.
liv.
io.
But the following Account
of it, fhall be ranged under thefe fix Heads t
Namely, Firft, The Parties in the Covenant of
Secondly, The making of chat Covenant ;
Grace
thirdly, The Parts of it ; Fourthly, The Adminias

viii.

Ifa.

6.

xlii.

and

6.

xiii.

and

xlix.

8.

20.

,•

ftratiuii

of

it

;

fonal Inbeing

Fifthly,
in it

;

The

Sixthly,

atrial of a faving pcr-

The

Way

ing Sinners perionally and favingly in

of enftat-

it.

HEAD

;

The
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Parties in the

HEAD
The Parties

in the

I.

Covenant of

Grace.

N

all

Covenants, of whatfoever Nature

they be, whether Covenants of abfolate
Promife, or conditional ones, there muft
needs be diftin£t Parties : For, howbeit one

may

decree, refolve, or pur-

pofe with himfelf, without another Party ; yet one's
covenanting or bargaining, vowing, or promi(ing x
fpeaks an Obligation thence arifing to another diAccordingly, in the Covenant of
Party.

ftinft

Grace, there are three Parties to be confidered
Firft, The Party Contratfer on Heaven's Side j Secondly, The Party ContracJer on Man's Side, and
STbirdly\ The Party contracted and undertaken for :

Or which

in order.

And
I.

Of

Covenant of Grace.

I.

i

J

Of the Tarty-contr after on Heavens Side.

AS
1

i

Covenant of Works, in this
likewife in the Covenant of
Grace The Party upon the one Side, is God
There was no need of any
himfelf, and he only.
other, to fee to the Interefts of Heaven, in this Covenant And there was no other, when it was
made, being made from Eternity, before the World
began. Tit. i. 2. this is plain from the Words of
the Covenant, / will be their God, Jer. xxxi. 33.
But, whether God is herein to be confidered perit

was

Point

in the

;

fo it

is

:

:

;

or effent tally, is not quite fo clear.
Some
Divines think, that the Father, perfonally confide-

fsnally.

red,

namely as to the

Trinity,

is

firft

Perfon of the glorious

the Party-contra&er on Heaven's Side.

Others, that

God

etflntially confidered, that

is,

as

Holy Ghoft, is that Party-con trader.
But, however we conceive of that Matter,
we are aifured from the holy Oracles, That thefe
Three arc one God; and judge, that, according
to the Scripture, it may be fafely faid, that God,
ejfent tally confidered, was the Party-contra&er in
the Perfon of the Father.
Hereby it is owned,
Father, Son, and

and the Holy Ghoft have their Part in
en Heaven's Side, as the Party offended by Man's Sin : And in the mean Time, a
peculiar Agency, in this great Work of Power and
Authority, on that Side, is attributed to the
Father 1 as there is unto the Son, on Man's
Sidc
that the Son

the Covenant,

And

Th Tarties
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And

that, of the Party Contrafter

on Heaven's

we may

conceive aright in this Matter j thefe
Things are in the firft Place to be taken No-

Side,

two

in the

tice

of.

He

i.

from

Man

of

Creation

after

Eternity

ail

his

decreed,

the

own Image, and

the

making of the Covenant of Works with him, in
Time. All Things brought forth in Time, lay
from Eternity in the Womb of God's Decree ; in
Virtue whereof they have their Being in Time
For which Caufe, the Decree is faid to bring forth,
A nd the
as a Woman doth a Child, Zepk n. 2.
Creation of Angels and Men, with the Providence
about them, made many Lines in the Volume of
the fealed

Book

God

of the Decrees.

Man

fdf-fufficient

but tor the Manifeftation of his own Glory, he purpofed from Eternity to create them : And moreover, to enter into
fuch a Covenant with Man, as one mould therein

needed neither

reprefent the whole

Family

taking another

while

Tribe

nor Angel

:

and the

;

;

fovereign Pleafure

Method with

the

But withal purposing to give both the one
other, a fufficient Ability to {land in their

Integrity,

if

they would.

the Covenant ot

Works

Thus, from Eternity,
Parts and Ap-

in all the

purtenances thereof, was before the eternal
tho' being

made with

actually be entred into,

But.

mean

angelic

Known

unto

a mere
till

God are

Man,

once

it

Mind

could not

Man

all his

was created.
Works from the

Beginning of the World, Ads xv. 18.
2. He decreed alfo from Eternity, to permit the firft Man,
the Reprefentative of the whole Family, to Fall,
and fo to break the Covenant, and involve himfelt
and all his Pofterity in Ruines. 'Tis evident from
the fpotlefs Holinefs of God, and the Nature of the

Thing, that

the Divine Permijfion

was not the Caufe
of

Covenant of Grace.
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of Man's Fall ; and from the neceffary Dependance
of the Creature, upon the Creator, that without it

be could not have

fallen.

But the fovereign Lord of

the Creatures, permitted the Fall o£

Man,

for his

own

holy Ends, purpofing to bring about Good from it.
God the Party - contract er on Heaven's

Now

Side in the Covenant of Grace, is to be confidered
in that Matter, in a threefold View.

He

an offended
all
the
Sins
of
with
all
Mankind,
God ; offended
Looking upon the Children of
original and a&ual.
Men, the whole Mafs of Mankind appeared, in the
Eyes of his Glory, corrupt and loathfome, the very
He faw them All gone aReverfe of his Holinefs
become
filthy, none doing Good, no not
fide, together
In the firft Covenant, God
xiv.
one, Pfal.
2, 3.
himfelf
as a Friend ; without
with
Man
contracted
Mediator.
of
Eut in the fecond
a
Interpofition
the
Covenant^ it was not fo ; and it could not be fo :
Firft,

is

to be confidered in it as

:

For

in

it,

Man

was confidered

as a fallen Creature,

a Tranfgreffor ot the Law, and an Enemy to God ;
and it is a Covenant of Reconciliation, a Covenant of
Peace for thefe who had been at War with Heaven.
Secondly,
herein, as a

But withal, God
God purpofing and

nity, to manifeft the

and Mercy,
loft.

in

Glory of

is

to

be confidered

decreeing from Eterhis free Grace,

the Salvation of fome of

Love,

Mankind

we are faid to befaved in Time,
own Purpofeand Grace given us in

Accordingly,

according to his

Jefus before the World began, 2 Tim. i. g.
without fuch a Purpofe of Grace in God, there
could never have been a Covenant of Grace.
But
Chrift

the fovereign Lord of the Creatures, over looking
the fallen Angels, as to any Purpofe of Mercy, entertained

Thoughts of Love and Peace towards

fallen

Man-

1

6

The Parties

in the

Mankind ptirpofing iti himfelf to make fomc of
them everlalting Monuments of his free Grace and
Mercy, Partakers of Life and Salvation ; and f6 kt
;

on
'"

Covenant of Grace.

foot the

We

are to confide r him alfo,
who cannot but do
God,
ajuft

Lafily, Yet

Matter, as

right,

and magnify his
honourable. Gen. xviii. 25.

give Sin a jujt

Recommence

Law

it

and make

in this

,

holy
H<#*.

Upon

the Motion for extendMankind, the ju dice of
God interpofeth, pleading that Mercy can not be
ftiown them, but upon Terms agreeable to Law and
And indeed it was neither agreeable to
junYiee.
the Nature of God, nor to his Truth in his Word,
to erect a Throne of Grace on the Ruins of his.
ii.

2.

Tjte.

xlii.

ing 'Mercy

to

21.

Sinners of

exa£t Jufiice, nor to fhew Mercy in Frejudicc 01 it.
the Juftice of God required, that the Law

Now

which was

mould be

violated,

Honour

fullv

fatisfied,

and

by St>jfer;ng ami Obethe Former, iuch as might fati>ry the pffia*
dience
San&km of the Law and the Latter, the commanding Part of it: The which being quite beyond the

the

thereor repaired

;

;

Reach
die

or

the

Sinners

behovM

ta

who could

be

themfelve?, they

without Mercy, unlcfs amiher,

accepted as a diffident Surety, mould undertake ft r
them, as a fecond Adam, corning in their Room

and Stead, as they lay ruined by the Breach of the
Covenant of Works.
Thus ftood the Impediments, in the Way of
Mercy to fallen Man, quite infuperabie to him, or
any of his Fellow-creatures And the Covenant of
Grace was made,, for removing thefc -Impediments
out of the Way ; and that it might be the Channel,
wherein the whole rich Flood of laving Mercy might
:

flow freely, for the quickning, purging, fructifying,

and

'

Covenant of Grace:

ij

and perfecting of loft Sinners of Mankind, who were
under the Bands of Death and the Curfe, through
the Breach of the rlrft Covenant by the firft ddam.
From what is faid on this Point, we may draw
this Inference, to wit, that the Redemption of the
Soul

The

precious.

is

Salvation

of

loft

Sinners

making of the
was
World The poweriul IVord commanded, and this
but the former was not to be comlad was done
paffed, but with more ado.
a greater

Work, than

the

:

;

II.

Of

Mans Side.

the Party-cont rafter on

WE

have fee a, that upon the one Side, in the
Covenant of Grace, is God himfelf. Now,
upon the other Side is Jesus Christ the Son of

God, with his fniritnal Seed, Heb. ii. 13. Behold,
/, and
the Children which God hatb given me :
The former, as the Party -contracier and Undertaker ; the latter, as the ¥my -contra fled and undertaken tor
A good Reafon for his Name lmmanuel^
which being interpreted, is God with us Match, i. 23.
The Party-contracter then, with God, in the
Covenant or Grace, is, our Lord Jefus Chrift. He
alone managed the Interefts of Men,, in this eternal
Bargain: For, at the making of it, none of tnem
were in Being; nor, it they had been, would they
:

,

have

been capable of affording any

Now

Jefus Chrift the

Side, in the

Help.

Party- contra&er on

Covenant of Grace,

Man's

according to
01 r Texts, to be coniidered in that Matter, as th«
laft or fecond Adam, Head and Reprcfcncative o"£

a

Seed,

loji

Sinners

of

B

Mankind,

is,

the Party-con-

wafted

1

Tfo Tarties
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in the

And thus he lifted hjmfelf Mediator,
traded For.
between an offended jaft God, and offending Men
In which Point lay one main
guilty before him
Difference, betwixt the firft Adam and the laft
Adam. For there is one Mediator between God and
Men, the Man Chrift Jefus; who gave himfelf a
Ranfom, i Tim. ii. 5, 6. And fo the Covenant of
Grace, which could not be made immediately with
Sinners, was made with Chriil the laft Adam,
their Head and Reprefentative, mediating between
God and them ; therefore called Jefus the Mediator
of the new Covenant, to whom we come by believ:

Heb xii. 22, 24.
The Term Mediator

ing,

applied in

is

not, to

Mojes, Gal.

iii.

15?.

Stbe

Law

my

—

the holy Scripture to

any

Obfervation,
other, except

was ordained

by

Angels in the Hand of a Mediator. And of him,
a typical Mediator, 'tis worth obferving, that he
was not only an Inter-mefjenger, between God and
Ifrael; but in God's renewing his Covenant, in

Way

of Reconciliation, after the

breaking ot the

Covenant was made with him, as
their Head and Reprefentative, Exod. xxxiv. 27.
And the Lord faid unto Mofes, write thou thefe
Words : For after the Tenor of thefe Ifords I have
made a Covenant with thee and with Ifrael. This
refers unto the gracious Anfwer made to Mofes's
Prayer, Ver. 9. Pardon our Iniquity and our Sin, and

Tabks,

the

Andhe (namely,
theLord; faid, Behold I make a Covenant : Before
all thy People 1 will do Marvels, &c. Ver. 28. And
he wrote upon the tables (to wit, the new ones)
the Words of the Covenant, the ^ten Commandments.
Now Mofes was alone on the Mount with God,
during the whole Time of this Tranfa&ion : And in
take us for thine Inheritance, ver. 10.

"

Covenant of Grace.
Lord fpcaks of him and

It,

the

all

alon^.
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the People as

one,

For clearing of this Purpofe, ancnt the Party-co/jirafter on Man's Side, I mall (i.) Evince that the
Covenant of Grace was made with Christ as the
lafi Adam, Head and Reprefencative of a Seed;
and (2.) Shew why it was fo made.
First, That the Covenant of Grace, the fecond
Covenant, was made with Chrift as the lafi or fecond Adam, Head and Reprefentative of a Seed, to
wit, his fpiritual Seed, appears from the following
Confederations.
Firjl, Covenants typical of the Covenant of Grace,
were made or eflablifhcd with Perfons reprefenting

Thus

their refpective S^ed.

it

was

the

in

typical

Text, the Covenant of Royalty
made with David ; an undoubted Type of the Covenant of Grace. In it, David was God's Servant,
having a Seed Comprehended with him
therein
Pfal. Ixxxix. 5, 4. He was an eminent Type of
Chrift, who is therefore called David, Hof. iii. j.
Afterward fhall the Children of Jfrael return, and
Coveriant

in

our

and David their King.
Covenant of Grace, arc
called the fur e Mercies of David, I fa. Iv. 3.
Thus
was it alfo in the Covenant of the Day and Night
fjer. xxxiii. 20.) cftablifhed with Noah and his

feek the

And

Lord

their God,

the Benefits of the

Sons, Reprefentative of their Seed, the

new World,

9. Behold I eftablifh my Covenant with you,
and with your Seed after you. A nd that this Covenant was a Type of the Covenant of Grace, ap-

Gen.

ix.

from its being made upon a Sacrifice,
Chap. viii. 20, 21, 22 ; and from the Sign and
token of it, the Rain bow, Chap. ix. 13. appearing round about the throne, Rev. iv. 3
But efpepears,

:

B

2

daily,

The

10

Parties in the

daily, from the Nature and Import of
x i

;

it,

to wit,

be another Deluge, Gen.

that there fhould not

the Subftance of which

is

plainly

ix.

declared Ifa.

liv. 9. As I have /worn that the Waters of Noab
fiould no more go over the Earth ; fo have I [worn
that I would not be wroth with thee, nor rebuke thee.

Ver. 10. For the Mountains
Hills be removed, but

jloall depart,

my Kindnefs

(Joall

and the

not depart

thee, neither /hall the Covenant of my Peace be
removed, faith the Lord, that hath Mercy on thee.
And fuch alfo was the Covenant of the Land of
Canaan, made with Abraham reprefenting his Seed
Gen. xv. 18. and afterwards confirmed by Oath
Chap. xxii. 16, 17. In all which he was an eminent
Type of Chrift, the true Abraham, Father of the

from

Multitude

Heaven

o\ the Faithful,

his native

who upon God's

Call

left

Country, and came and fojourn-

ed among the cur fed Race of Mankind, and there
offered up his own Flefh and Blood a Sacrifice unto
God, and fo became the true Heir of the World,

and received

Sum

the Promifes for his fpirkuai Seed, the

is given by Zacbarias, in his Account
Covenant with Abraham, Luke i. 72. ^to
remember his holy Covenant ; Ver. 73. £be Oath
which he fware to our Father Abraham, Ver. 74.
tthat he would grant unto us, that we being deliver-

whereof

of the

ed out of the Hands of our Enemies, might ferve
him without Fear, Ver. 75. /;; Holmefs and Right eeufnefs before him, all the

thus

was

Days of our

Life.

And

Covenant of everlafting
Prtefthood, made with Pbineas
another Type of
In it Pbineas flood a Rethe Covenant of Grace.

-finally,

it

in the

;

prefentative

foall

have

it }

Num. xxv. 13. And be
Seed
his
after bim, even the Co-

of his Seed;

and

venant

Covenant of Grace.
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renant of an everlafting Priefthood ; becaufe he was
zealous for his God, and made an Atonement for
And therein he typified
the Children of IfraeL
reprefenring

Chrift,

Jtfus

Covenant
Chrift,

of

his fpiritual

Grace: For

who made

'tis

Seed in the

evident, that

Atonement

the great

it is

in

for Sinners,

the everlafting Priefthood promised to Phineas, hath

Accomplifhment, his fpiritual Seed partaking
of the fame in him, according to Pfal. ex. 4. tfbou
art a Prieft for ever, Rev. i. 6. And hath made us
Kings and Priefts unto God and his Father.
its Full

Now
made

publick
their
of

forafmuchas thefe

typical Covenants, were

or eftablifhed with Parties (landing therein as
Perfons,

Seed;

Grace

as the

it

Heads, and

Keprejentatives of

the Covenant
by them, was made with Chrift

natively follows, that

typified

Head and Keprefentatroe

of his fpiritual Seed:

attributed to any Perfon or

Thing
Accomplifhment really and
chiefly in the Perfon or Thing typified.
Secondly, Our Lord Jefus Chrift being, in the
For, whatfoever

as

a type,

is

hath

Piirafeology of the

its

Holy Ghoft, the

laft

Adam,

the

Reafon hereof cannot be taken from the Nature
common to the firft Adam and him for all Mankind partake of that: But from their common Office of Federal Headfhip and Reprefentation, in the
refpective Covenants touching Man's eternal Happithe which is peculiar unto Adam and the Man
flfcfs
Christ. Accordingly, Adam is called the firft Man,
and Chrift the fecond Man, 1 Cor. xv. 47. but Chrift is
no otherwife the fecond Man, than as he is the fecond
Federal Head, or the Reprefentative in the fecond
Covenant as Adam was the firft Federal Head, or
;

-,

;

the Reprefentative in the

firft

which, the Apoftle reprefents

B

3

Covenant. Agreeable to-

Adam

as the

Head of the
earthy

;

The Tar ties

2Z

in the

Men, and Chrift as the Qead of the heaven*
ly Men. Ver, 48. the former bdng thefe who bear
the
Adzm's Image, namely, all his natural Seed
latter, thefe who partake of the Image of Chrift,
earthy

;

namely,

his fpirirual S.ed

firm'd, from

Ver. 49. all this

Adam's being a Figure

is

con-

'type of

or

which the Apoftle exprefly affrts Rom.
14; and from the Parallel he draws betwixt them
two, namely, that as by Adam's Covenant-breaking Sin and Death came on all that were his, fo by
Chrift's Covenant- keeping Right eoufnefs and Life
come to 'all that are his, Vew 17, 18, 19 Wherefore, as the firft Covenant was made with Adam y
as the Head and Reprefentative of his natural Seed;
fo the fecond Covenant was made- with Chrift, as
the Head and Reprefentative of his fpiritual
Chrift,

v.

Seed.
thirdly,

that

is

As

to fay,

the

Man

prefentative of

:

he

Man

Men,

And, on

the Perfon in

in reprefented by him, do, in

xxxix. 5,
it

is,

Name

all

called

the

firft

Hand, all Men therethe Language of the

Adam Pfal.
Name
Man (in the Original
ofc

y

every

Adam

Vanity: So Chrift

is

%

whom God

ji. Surely
j

Adam

Head and Re-

his natural Seed, in the

the other

Holy Ghoft. go under

was

being the

Mankind,

treated with all

Covenant

firft
;

bears the

of his fpiritual Seed, and they on the other

Hand bear his Name ; a plain Evidence or. their
being one in the Eye of the Law, and of God's
treating with him as their Reprefentative in the fecond Covenant. Ifrael is the Name of the fpiritual Seed Rom. ix. 6. And our Lord Jefus Chrift is
call d by the fame Name, Ifa. xlix. x. thou art
tfty Servant , O Ifrael, in whom I will be glorified
as fcveral learned and judicious Commentators do
imderlUiid
!

Covenant of Grace.
underftand

it,

Ver.

text

i,

and

is

4

—

2,

The Truth

Text ftands precifdy thus,

nal

art

whom

in

Ifrael,

is,

Chri ft

tftiou art

my

origi-

Servant;

Inat

whom

here

is

For the

I will glorify myfelf

Reprefentative, in

Ifrael

Con-

evident from the whole
9.

with a peculiar Solemnity.

fo called

1$

I will

is,

thou

glorify

my
I

felt, and make all mine Attributes illuftrious; as
was difhonoured, and they darkned, by Jfrael the

Body of the

collective

fpiritual Seed.

And

this leads

us to a natural and unftrained Interpretation of that
Paflage, Pfal. xxiv. 6. This is the Generation of

them that feek him, that feek thy Face,

That

ing (Prov.

did

vii.

Lord

the

fias,

Words,

in other

is

15.

eHafc

Jacob.
long for the appear-

Gen. xxxii. 30.) of the Mcf-

whom

the

Old Teftament Church

a Pledge of whofe coming

fo feek,

to his

Temple

was the bringing in of the Ark into
David"had ere&ed for it, on
Accordwhich Occafio'h that Pfalm was penned.
(Mai.

iii.

1.)

the Tabernacle, that

ingly

it

Heads,

follows immediately, Ver. 7. Lift up your
Gates, and be ye lift up, ye everlafting

O ye

King of Glory flo all come in. And
Pfalm, penned on the fame Gccafion,
and exprefly faid to have been delivered on that very
Doors, and the
in another

Day
7.

is

the

into

Hand

of Afaph,

that ExprefFion round, Ver,

continually

;

juftly to

1

Chron.

xvi.

11. feek his

1,

Face

be interpreted, agreeable

to

main Tning, which David
had in View that Day, namely

the Circumftances, of the

through the Spirit
the

coming of

Name
Hand,

the

bear his

the Body

is

one,

Members of*
Body : So alfo is
the

Meffias.

of his fpiritual Seed.

Thus Chriil
And, they, on

bears the
the other

Name

too, 1 Cor. xii. 12. For as
and hath many Members, and all
that one Body, being many, are one
Qhrift.

B 4

Fourthly:

The

Z4

Parties in the

The Promifes were made to Chrift as
Adam, the Head and Reprefentative of
Gal. iii. \6- Now to Abraham and his

Fourthly,

the fecond
Seed,

his

Seed were the Promifes made. He faith not, and to
Seeds, as of many ; tut as of one, and to thy Seed^
which is Chrift. I own that here, even as in the

Text immediately before cited,
the Head and Members.

Chrift

my-

'Tis to them., that

made

But, prima:
Head, fecondarily to the Members in

the Promifes are here faid to be
rily ro

meant

is

Ctical,

the

even as the Promife of Life, in the firft Covenant, was primarily made to Adam as the Head,

him

;

and fecondarily to all his natural Seed in him. Thus
Covenant with Abraham, the Pro-

in the typical

Inheritance, were

of the earthly

mifes

made

to

Abraham

himfelf

;

primarily

and fecondarily, to

Seed according to the Flefh.
And even
Promife of the eternal Inheritance, plainly

made

to Chrift,

Sfit.

2.

i.

fo,

his

the

(lands

hope of eternal Life y

///

which God that cannot lie, promtjed before the World
began; when there was none, but Chrift, to whom
Accordingthat Promife could be made perionally.
ly the Covenant is faid to be made with the Houfe
cf Ifraef, namely The fpiritual Jfrael; yet are the
Promifes of
they

(loall

directed, not to them, but to another

it

Perfon, Heb.

be to

m

plainly

10.

viii.

me a

appears, in

Chrift as their

afmuchas

I will be

People.

the

Head and

thefe Promifes

Graff, which

is

Eph.

made

to Chrift, as the

1

2.

'tis

them a God, and
of which

Promifes

being

Reprefentative.

made

to

Now for-

belong to the Covenant of

therefore called the

mife,

ii.

to

The Reafon

Covenants of Proif they were

manifeft, that,

Head and

a Seed, the Covenant of

GYO.ce

Reprefentative of

was made with him
as

Covenant of Grace.
as Inch

:

And

he

to

whom

they

15

were primarily

made, was furely the Parry- contr after therein.
Laftly, This tederal Htadfhip of Chrilt, and his
representing his fpititual Seed,

in the

Covcianc of

G;ace, appears from his Suretiftsipin that Covenant,
the better ieftament whereof J ejus ivas made a Surety,

22. Now h.' became Surety {or them,
vii.
Way of Satisfaction for their Debt of Punifh-

Heb.

in the

ment and Obedience and that, taking the whole
Burden on him 'elf, as for Pcrfons utterly unable to
;

anfwer for themfelves.
to be cleared.

Mean

This will afterwards
while, fuch a Surety

fall

is

in

a true

I

Reprefentative of the Parry he is Surety for, and
one Perfon with them in the Eye of the Law.
Hence, not only is Chrift faid to have been made
Sin for us 2 Cor. v. 2 1 to have had the Iniquity

!

.

of us all laid on him Ifa. liii.
for us Rom. v. 8. But alfo

I

been crucified with Chrift Gal.

;

6.

we
ii.

and to have died
are faid to have
20. to be

made

the

Right eoujnefs of God in him 2 Cor. v. 21. Yea to
be raifed up together, and glorified, being made fit
together in heavenly Places in Chrift Jefus Eph.
ii. 6. and to be made alive in Chrift, as we
die in
Adam 1 Cor. xv. 22. All which necefTarily requires
this his Headfiip and Reprefentation, in the Covenant.

And thus it appears, that the fecond Covenant
was made with Chrift as the laft or fecond Adam
y
Head and Reprefentative of his fpirmial Seed.
Secondly, We are to enquire, wherefore the
fecond Covenant, the Covenant of Grace, was fo

I

\

,

l

made.

lowing
Firft,
j

I

And

this mall be

accounted

for, in

the fol-

Particulars.

The Covenant of Grace was made with

Chrift, as the laft Adam, Head and Reprefentative
of his fpiritual Seed, that infinite Love might have

an

The

%6

Parties in the
The fpecial
Vent in

an early Vent, even from Eternity.

Love

of

God

to the fpiritual

the Covenant oi

Covenant,

are

Grace

:

And

of the fame

Love was everlafting or
was the Covenant Heb.

Seed, took

Love and that
Date ; as the
Jer. xxxi. 3. So

that

eternal

eternal
xiii.

20. fit.

i.

2.

But,

Seed are but of Yefterday, the Covenant of
Grace behov'd to be, like the Covenant of Works,
a Yefterday's Covenant, a Time-covenant, if it was
fince the

not made with Chrift as their Reprefentative : It
could not otherwife have been an eternal Covenant
the Promife of eternal Life, which is undoubtedly
a Promife of the Covenant of Grace, qould not
otherwife have been of fo ancient a Date, as before
the

World began,

as the Apoftle fays

it

is

fit.

i.

2.

How

could an eternal Covenant be originally made
with Creatures of Time^ but in their eternal Head
and Reprefentative ? Or, how coul'd an eternal
Covenant be perfonally made with them, by

Way

of perfonal Application to them, had it
not been from Eternity made with another as their

Head and

? But in this Method of
Love took an early Vent
not waiting the flow Motion of its Objects creeping out of the Womb of Time, in which many of
them ly wrapt up, even to this ,Day
But as
Princes fometimes do, by Proxy, marry young

infinite

Reprefentative

Wifdom,

free

;

:

PrincefTes, before they are marriageable, or

to give their Confent

married to himfelf

all

;

fo

God

capable

Love,
and by

in his infinite

the fpiritual Seed, in

not only bewere capable of confenting, but before
they were at all
The which they do afterwards, in
their effectual Calling, approve of by Faith, and
give their Confent perfonally to ; and fo they enjoy
Jefus Chrift as their Reprefentative,
fore they

:

God

Vj

Covenant of Grace.
|

God

as

God, and God hath them

their

John

People.

your Father,

xx.

and

1

God,

to ray

Secondly, Othcrwife

it.

and your God.

could not have been

it

made

Covenant anfwcring the Defign
This Covenant taking place, only upon the

at all a
ot

as his

/ afcend unto my Father, and

7.

conditional

i

I

j

;

Breach of the firft Covenant, the great Defign of
it was, that dead Sinners might have Life,
as was
before

God

obferved.

Now

in order to this, a holy juft

;

upon Conditions, without performing of
And they
which, that Life was not to be given

j

were high Conditions,

'

ftood

:

1

Offering

i

didft

not defire.

1

and

Sacrifice

Theff

v.

9,

10.

who died for us, that— ive Jbould
live.
But, how could an effectual conditional Covenant for Life, be made with dead Sinners, otherwife than in a Representative ? Dead Souls cannot
Jefus

i

thou

6.

Pfal. xl.

Chrift,

perform any Condition

for

Life at

all,

which can

j

1

before they
j

j

They muft needs have Life,
can do any Thing of that Nature ; be it

be pleaiing to God.

Therefore a conditional
could not be made with Sinners
in their own Perfons
Efpecially considering, that
the Conditions for Life, were fo high, that Man at
beft State,
bis
was not able to perform them.
Wherefore, if fuch a Covenant was made at all, it
behoved to be made with Chrift as their Reprenever fo fmall a Condition.

Covenant

for Life,

:

:

[Tentative,

Rom.

viii. 3;

4.

was fo ordered, to the End it might
be, unto us poor Sinners, a Covenant of Grace inIdeed.
'Tis evident from the holy Scriptures, that
jthis Covenant was defign'd for exalting the free
\Grace or God
and, that 'tis fo framed, as to be
|a Covenant of pure Grace, and
not of Works, in
.^Thirdly, It

;

;

|refped of us, whatever
i

it

was

in

refpect of Chrift,

Rom.

The

l8
Rom.

lV.

Parties in the

\6. therefore it is of Faith, that it

Grace. Epb.

might

Not of Works, left any
Man fljould eoast. And at this Rate indeed, it
is a Covenant of pure Grace ; and
all Ground of
Boafttng is taken away from us ; the Lord Jefus
he by

Chrift himfelf, as

if.

o.

Reprefentative, being

dertaker and Performer

of

the

fole

Un-

Conditions thereof.

it is not fo, if it is made with the Sinner himas principal Party, contracting with
Handing
felf,
and
undertaking
and performing the CondiGod,
tions of the Covenant for Life: For, how low foever thefe Conditions undertaken and wrought by

But

the Sinner in his own Perfon, are fuppofed to be
the Promife of the Covenant is made to them

And

j
:

according to the Scripture-reckoning, \is
of //V/b, Rom. iv. 4. Now to him that
Covenant
a
worketh, is the Reward not reckoned of Grace,
fo,

and 'twixt Adam's Covenant and
;
a Covenant, there is no Difference, but in
Degree, which leaves it ftill of the fame Kind.
"'
Fourthly, This Method was taken, tnat the Communication of Righteoufnefs and Life, might be in as
compendious a Way, as the Communication of Sin and
Death was. As by one Man's Difobedience many were
hut

of Debt

fuch

made Sinners : So by the Obedience of one (hall many
he made righteous, Rom. v. 19. The Covenant of
Works having been made with Adam, as a RepreSeed ; upon the breaking
and Death are communicate to them
This being fo,
all, from him, as a deadly Head.
it was not agreeable to the Method of Divine Profentative of his natural

thereof, Sin

cedure with

Men,

to treat with

thefe predeftinated

unto Salvation, feverally, as principal Parties, each
contrading for himfelf, in the new Covenant for
Life ; But to treat for them all, with one publick
Perfon,

Covenant of Grace.
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Perfoii, who, through his fulfilling of the Covenant:,
Ihould be a quichiing Head to them, from whence
Life might be derived to them, in as compendious

Way,

a

his

Mercies are above

Laftly,

that

all his

The Covenant

might be

it

End the
Rom. iv.

!

Death was from

as

firfl

For

other Works.

Covenant

might be fure

The

Adam.

made,

of Grace was fo

a jure

Promife
16.

the

even, to the

;

to

all the

Seed>

Covenant was made with

full

a mere Creature, as a principal Party, and ConAnd tho' he was a holy and righteous
trader
Man ; yet was he fo fickle, and unliable, that he
tail'd of performing the Condition he undertook :
:

I

And

'

the Benefit of the Promife

fo,

Men

|

fore, fallen

I

Parties, or

were not at

all

was

fit,

Parties-contraders, in

loft.

Where-

to be principal

new Cove-

the

wherein the Promife was to be fure, and not
They being then
to mifs of an Accompiilhment.
wholly a broken Company, not to be trufted in the
nant,

\

•

Matter

;

Jefus Chriii the

Head

of the

God was conftitute
ad for and in Name

Son of

J

new Covenant,

to

And

that, to the End, the
Manner, fure in Point of
the fulfilling of the Condition, might be alfo fure
in Point of the Accompiilhment of the Promije. And
this is the very Hinge of the Stability of the Covenant of Grace, according to the Scripture, PfaL
lxxxix. 28. My Mercy will I keep for him for evermore, and my Covenant (hall fi and fast with him.
ver. 22. 'The Enemy frail not exaff upon him.
Or,

of the fpiritual Seed:

Covenant being,

;

I

i

i

I

I

as others read
fhall not

Adam.
Enemy

it,

in this

and, I think, juftly

beguile him, namely, as he

The

original Phrafe

JJjall not beguile (his

j

tfhe

Enemy

did the

fir ft

q. d.

£he

Soul, Jer. xxxvii.

9.)

is

elliptical,

in him.

Before

The

£0

Parties in the

Before I leave this Point, I offer the
Inferences From

following

it.

Inf l. The Covenant of Redemption and the
Covenant of Grace, are not two diftrnd Covenants,
bi one and the fame Covenant.
I know that many
Divines do exprefs themfelves otherwife in this
Ma^:r ; and that, upon very different Views,
fome of which are no ways injurious to the Do&rine
of free Grace. But this I take to be Scripturetruth, and a native Confequent of the Account
given of the Covenant of Grace in our Larger Cda That the Covenant of
tecb'ifm, to wit,
Grace was
*< made with Chrilt, as the feccnd Adam,
and ift
" him, withal) the Ele&, as his Seed. Gah iii. i6
" Now to Abraham and his Seed were the Pro*
<*
He faith not, and to Seeds, as of
mifes made.
<c
many ; but as of one, and to thy Seed, which is
" Cbrift. Rom. v. 15. to the End.
IfaAYii. 10,
" 11.
When thou malt make his Soul an Orfer" ing for Sin, he Jhall fee his Seed, he fhall pro" long his Days, and the Pleafure of the Lord fhall
<c
He floall fee of the travel
profper in his Hand.
« of his Soul, and fhall be fatisficd, &c." So the
Covenant of Redemption and the Covenant of Grace 9
are but two Names of one and the famefecond Cove*
By a Cove*
nant under different Confiderations.
nant of Redemption, is meant, a Bargain of Buying
and Selling And fuch a Covenant it was to
forafmuch as he alone engaged to pay
Cbrift only
Redemption, 1 Pet. i. 18, 19. By
our
the Price of
Grace,
is meant, a Bargain whereby
a Covenant of
And fuch a Covenant it is
freely
all is to be had
a

—

—

:

;

:

to

Grace;

God

whom

the whole of it is of free
himklt having provided the Ranfom,

us only, to

and thereupon made over

Lite

and Salvation to

us,

by

Covenant of Grace.

j|

PromiTe, without Refped to any Work of
ours, as the Ground of our Right thereto.
To confirm this, Confider, (i.) That in Scripture-reckoning, the Covenants for Life and Hap-

by

1

free

pinefs to

Man,

are

but two

Works is
Covenants;

the Covenant of

Two

are the

in

Number, whereof

one. Gal.

the one

24. Sthefe

iv.

from

the

Mount

Smai. which gender eth to Bondage, namely, gene*rating Bond -children excluded from the Inheritance
ver. 30. This is a diftinguifhing Character of the
Covenant of Works ; ioxfuch are indeed the Children of that Covenant, but not the Children of
the Covenant of Grace under any Difpenfation

i

thereof.
Thefe two Covenants are called, the old
And the old is
Covenant, and the new Covenant
called the firft, which fpeaks the new to be the
new Cofecond. Heb. viii. 13. In that he faith,
venant, he hath made the firft old. This is agreeable

1

:

A

I

j

\

to the two
ture

;

Rom.

Ways

xi, 6.

I

Grace,

The

Chap.
nant with the

unto Life, revealed in the Scripthe other by Grace9
one is called the Law ; the other,
14. The former is the Law-co<ve-

by Works,

the one

vi.

Adam reprefenting all his natural
Seed ; made firft in Parad ife, and afterward repeated on Mount Sinai, with the Covenant of
Grace : The latter is the Covenant of Grace, made

j

firft

Adam

with the fecond
Seed.

reprefenting

his

fpiritual

(2.) 'Tis evident, that
47, 48.
the Salvation of Sinners is by the Blood of the Co1

Cor. xv.

tenant, which
1
j

\

f

!

Cor. xi. 25.

is

the Blood of Chrift, Heb.

And

x.

19.

the Scripture mentions the Blood

Covenant, four Times ; but never, the
Blood of the Covenants. Therefore, the Covenant,
the Blood whereof the Scripture mentions, and out
Salvation depends upon, is but one Covenant, and

$f the

not

The

yi*

Parties in the

not two. Now that Covenant is ChrifVs Covenant,
or the Covenant of Redemption : For it was through
the Blood of it, he was brought again from the
Bead ; namely, in virtue of the Promife made therein, to be fulfilled to him, upon his performing of
the Condition thereof, Heb. xiii. 20. And it is alfo
his Peoples Covenant, or the Covenant of Grace y
Exod. xxiv. 8. Behold the Blood of the Covenant,
3
which the Lord hath made with you.
Xis exprefly
called their Covenant Zech. ix. 1 1. As for thee alfo,
by the Blood of Thy Covenant, I have fent forth thy
Prifoners out of the Pit, wherein is no Water.
The
Words expreiling the Party here fpoke to, being of
the feminine Gender, in the firft Language, make it
evident, that this

the Church

Covenant.

:

is

not directed to Chrift,

So the Covenant

And

is

but to
propofed as their

the fpiritual Prifoners are delivered,

in virtue of this their Covenant, which certainly

muft
By all which it appears,
be the Covenant of Grace.
that the Covenant of Grace is the v'ery fame Covenant, that was made with Chrift, in refpect of
whom ir is called the Covenant of Redemption.
Inf. 2. Likcas all Mankind (inned in Adam, (a
Believers obeyed and fuftered in Chrift the fecond
Adam. For as, the Covenant of Works being made
with Adam, as a pubh'ck Perfon, and Reprefentative, all finned m him, when he broke that Covenant fo the Covenant of Grace being made with
;

and Reprefentative, all
and fuffered in him, when he fo
This is the Doctrine of the
fulfilled this Covenant.
Apoftle, Rom v. ig. As by one Man's Difobedience
many were made Sinners ; So by the Obedience of
one, fljall many le mads righteous. Chap. via. 9.
Chrift, as a publick Perfon

Believers obeyed

God fending

bis

own

Son, in the Likenefs of finfui
FleJIi,

Covenant of Grace*
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FJeJb, and for Sin condemned Sin in the Flejb :
4. That the Rightfousness of the Law might
he fulfilled in us. 2 Cor. v. 21. That we might be
made the Righteous nfss of God in him. Gal.

I am crucified with Chrift.
And it affords a
Anfwer, for Believers, unto the Law's Demand
of Obedience and Suffering for Life and Salvation.
immediately,
by the
3. Believers are juftified
Righteoufnefs of Chrift, without any Righteouf20.

ii.

iolid

nefs of

their

own

interveening

;

Even

as all

Men

condemned, upon Adam's Sin, before they ha<v*
done any Good or Evil in their own Perfons. Rom. v.
18. As by the Offence of one , Judgment came upon
all Men to Condemnation : Even Jo by the Righteoufnefs of one, the free Gift came upon all Men unto
are

Jufttfication

of
righteous before

Life.

And

thus

Believers

are

God, with the felf-fame Righteouf»efs, vihich was wrought by Jefus Chrift, in his
fulfilling of the Covenant.
The which Righteoufnefs is not
fo as

imputed to them,

their

dience, are

in

Repentance,

Faith,

its

Effecls only

;

and fincere Obe-

accepted as their evangelical

therefore

But it is
imputed to them in its felf, even as Adam'sSln was.
4. The Covenant ot Grace is abfolute, and not

Righteoufnefs, on which they are juftified

conditional to us.

For, being

Reprefentative of his Seed,

were

laid

remains

that

all

fulfilling

Seed
the

:

on him, and
of

it

ail

fulfilled

made with

:

Chrift, as

the Conditions of

by him.

to be accomplifhed,

of the Prcmifes unto

him and

ic

Wherefore
is,

the

his fpiritual

Even

as it would have been, in the Cafe of
Covenant, ii once the firft Adam had fulthe Condition thereof.
The Covenant of Grace is a Contrivance of

firft

filled
5.

infinite

Wifdom and Love, worthy-to be embraced
by
C

Tfo Parties

34
by poor

in the
and

Sinners, as well ordered in all things,

O

fure y 2 Sam. xxiii. 5.
of Help for a defperate
trivance

admirable Contrivance
Cafe ! Wonderful Conof a Covenant of God, witn them who

were incapable

{landing

of

Holinefs, or of performing

in

the

Prefence of his

the lead

Condition for

A

new Bargain, for the Relief of loft Sinners, made on the
higheft Terms,
with thefe who were not able to come up to the
Infinite IVifdom found out the Way,
lowefl Terms
to wit, by a Reprefent alive.
The Love of the
Father engaged him to propofe the Reprefentation
And the Love of the Sou engaged him to accept of
Thus God had One, with whom he might conit.
tract with the Safety of his Honour
and who was

Life and Salvation

!

!

1

;

able to

rulfil

the Covenant, to the

the Injuries done to his Glory

had One, able to

ace tor them,

vation for them, at the

Hand

:

Reparation of

And

and

Sinners

alfo

to purchafe Sal-

God.

of a holy juft

Covenant was made, and a firm Foundalaid
upon which God laid the Weight of
tion
;
Honour,
and on which Sinners may fafely lay
bis
whole
Weight,
their
therefore thus faith the Lord
God, Behold, I lay in Zion— a fure Foundation:

So a

He

fure

that believeth Jhall noi

1 6. floall not be

Laftly,

The

Way

Covenant of Grace,
fits thereof,

the

Head

make Hafte

ajh&med Rom.
to

enter

33.
personally

fo as to partake

unto Salvation,

is,

I(a.

xxviii.

ix.

into the

of the Bene-

to unite with Chrift

of the Covenant, by Faith.

ingrafted into him, ye lhall partake of

Being thus
all

that

Hap-

which is fecured to Chrift myftical, in the
everlafting Covenant
Even as, through your becoming Children of Adam^ by natural Generation,
ys are personally entred into the firft Covenant, fo
pinefs,

:

as

Covenant of Grace.
as to

Sm

and Death which paffed
Men, by the Breach thereof, Rom. v. 12.
under that

fall

upon all

III.

%f

•

Of

Tarty contracted and

the

under*

taken for.

AS

Undertaker on
Covenant of Grace,
was a Keprefentative ; fo the Party-contracted and
undertaken for, was reprefented by him.
And thac
thefe two, namely,
the reprefented and thefe contracted for, are of equal Latitude, is plain from
the Nature of the Thing
For, thefe whom one
Party-contracter and

the

Man's

the

Side, in

:

reprefents

in

Covenant,

a

he

contracts

for

in

and thefe tor whom one contracts in a Covenant, made with him as Representative, are reprefented by him in that Covenant.
Thus it was in the Covenant of the firft Adam,
who was a Figure of Chriit. the Head of the fecond
that

Covenant

Covenant.

j

In

ed, he

thefe

it,

for, he reprefented

;

and

contracted for

:

whom Adam
whom he
He reprefented

Seed only, and for them

ral

Therefore, thefe
for,

whom

he reprefented

contracted

Now

;

whom

natu-

Adam

he

contracted

reprefented, he

for.

the Party reprefented

by our Lord JefusChrift,

was

reprefenthis

alone he contracted.

the fecond

and

contracted

thefe

the Eletf of

and contracted for,
Covenant of Grace,

hi the

Mankind

being a certain

\

Num-

ber of Mankind, chofets from Eternity, to everl ail-

ing Life

;

Children Partakers of Flefh and Bloody
Chrift, Heb. ii. 13, 14. In their

which God gave to
Pcrfon

he itood, making this Covenant

C

2

with his
Father*

The
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Parties in the

Father
In their Name he acted, finking this
Bargain with him, as a Surety to obey the Law and
:

fatisfy Juftice.

And
and

this

I

the firft Place, confirm ;
the Elect were con-

in

fhall

enquire

then, fhall

how

Covenant and federal Reprefentation.
First, That the EleB wire the Party reprefented,
or contracted and undertaken for, in the Covenant
of Grace, appears from the following Grounds.
Ftrft, The Party with whom the Covenant was
made, is, in the Text, called God's Cbofen; as

fidered in this

and contracting

representing

Elect

:

Even

Man

;

as representing

kind,

in his

cth Heb.

ii.

as the

firil

He

—

i

;

:

called

Adam

for all

or

Man-

For, as the Apoftle teach-

and they

not only of one Nature, but
wit, the Election

was

and contracting

Covenant.
ii.

the Cbofen or

for all

Man

Chrift

is

the

they the Body Elect Eph.

—

alfo

v.

are all of

or one

Head

one*,

Body, to

Eletf,

Ifa. xlii.

23. Therefore, they

go uuder one Name, principally belonging to him,
and then to them by Participation with him. Thus
he is alfo called Abraham's Seed, as reprefenting
all the fpirkual Seed or Abraham, that is the Elect,
Gal Hi. 1 6. And to thy Seed, which is Chrift,

And,

the Seed of the

Woman,

as oppofed to the
under that Name alfo the
Elect are comprehended, they and they only being
the Party, betwixt whom and the Serpent with his
Seed, God puts the Enmityy according to the Pro-

Serpent's Seed

:

And

mife Gen. hi. 15.
Secondly,

contracted

heavenly

Thefe
for,

Men

whom

in the
1

Chrift

Cor. xv. 47, 48.

is of the Earth, earthy

Lord from Heaven,

reprefented

and

Covenant of Grace, are the

As

Man
Man n the

<fbe firft

:

The fecoud

is

the earthy\ fuch are they

Covenant of Grace
alfo that are

earthy

:

And

as

Now

are they aljb that are heavenly.

Men, bdonyino

Men, belonging
Mankind taken into

ed to the earthy
to wit,
in

all

Adam

taken

And

:

the heavenly

Man,

are none
For they are contiadiftin^uifh-

to Chrift the fecond

other bur the Elctf.

37

the heavenly, fuch

is

therefore they

to the firft

the

firft

the Elect

are

Man

;

Covenant,

Men,

fecond Covenant, in the fecond
Adam. Again, the heavenly Men are thefe who
jhall hear the Image of the heavenly Man Chrift
into

and fuch

ver. 49.

And

the

refpeft

Efficacy,

or"

Ele&, and they

are the

they are

rinally,

whom

to

thefe,

a qitickning Spirit

the heavenly, fuch are they aljo that

As Adam's

For,

:

Mankind

in

the

As

in
is

as his

and them only

goes

Efficacy

is,

Covenant, reaching

firft

his natural Seed,

Chrift's quickning

alone.

are heavenly.

deadly Efficacy goes as wide,

Keprefentation did,
all

Chrift

wide,

as

:

as

So
his

Keprefentation did, in the fecond Covenant, reaching all the Ejeffi his fpiritual Seed, and them only :

And

did not, fome would be deprived of the
was purchafed and paid for, by

it

it

Benefit,

which

the Surety, in their
fhirdly.

in

fpiritual Seed.

hts Seed

or

They whom

tracted for,

And

Name

with the Juftice

(iitent

the

Gal.

;

the

is

Chrift reprefented

Covenant,
iff.

which

not con-

Cod.
are

Now

16.

his

and conSeed,

were the Promifes made. He faith
Seed, which is Chrift. Pfal. Ixxxix.

to thy

1 have

fwom

unto David

my

his

Abraham and

to

Servant.

3, 4.

Thy Seed

ever.
In the Covenants typical
Covenant of Grace, the Parties represented
were the Seed of the Reprefentatives, they were

will I eflahUfj for
of the

made
fiift

with, as was cleared
Adam's Covenant, his

C

betore

:

And m

natural Seed
3

the
were the

Repre-

Hht Tarties
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Reprefented.

in the

Wherefore, in the fecond Adam's Co*

venant, his fpiricual Seed are the Reprefented.

Now*

Seed are the ElecJ,znd none otherFor, they are thefe whom he begets with the IVord
of truth, Jam. i. 16, and are bom again (i Pet. u
if.) unto him in their Regeneration ; whom therefore he fees as his Seed, with his own Image on
them JJa. Jiii. 10. They are the travel of his Soul,
who fo ;iier or later are, all of them, juftified vtr. 1 1.
They are the Seed that shall ferve him 1'ial. xxii. 30,
which ihall be eftablifhed and endure for ever, namely
Chrift's fpiritual

in a State of Happinefs,

PfiL

lxxxix. q,

20, 36.

was, in tne Covenant of Grace,
Jfrael Keprefentative, according to that Text JJa.
xiix. 3. thou art my Servant,
Ifrael, in whom I
Laftly, Chriit

O

'Will
is

Now

be glorified.

the

Eiect

which are of

Rom

Iftael
6.

ix.

Therefore

Jfrael.

the collective

they are not

all

body,
Jfrael,

the Elefl were

the

Party reprefented and contracted fcr in the CoveSo thefe whom Chriit took with him into
nant-

Bond or his Covenant, are defcribed to be the
Seed of Abraham Heb. ii. 16. For verily he took not
on him the Nature cf Angels ; but he took on
him the Seed of Abraham. Or rather, as it is
read in the Margine of our Bibles, more agreeable
to the Original, He taketh not hold of Angels, but
the

of the Seed of Abraham he taketh hold.
nal

Word

away, or

fignifles,

falling

of Conftru&ion,

to take hold of a

down
it is

,-

1 he

origi-

Thing running

and, in the fame

Manner

ufed of Chrift's catching hold

of Peter finking in the Water Matth. xiv. 31. fallen
Angels and Men were both run away from God,

and finking in the Sea of his Wrath
And Chrift,
with the Bond of the Covenant, takes hold of Men ;
but not of the fallen Angels : Them he leaves to
:

fink

Covenant of Grace.
unto the

fink

All

Bottom.

the Seed

39
of

Adam

as well as the Seed of Abraham,
whicn is but a Part of the Seed of Adam, even
But Chrift is not faid to
fome ot all Mankind

was Jinking,

:

nave taken hold of the Seed of Adam, that is,^all
Mankind ; but of the Seed of Abraham, that is,
all

the Eletl, or the fpirttual Ifrael called the Houfe

of Jacob Luke i. 33. Accordingly, it is obfervable,
that the firft Time the Covenant of Grace was

heard of in the World, the Difcourfe was directed
to the Serpent, by Way of Narration Gen. iii. 14,

Adam,

fitft Covenant was Chap.
might know, he was to
come in here, as a private Perfon only, and not as
a publick Perfon with his Seed.
And for this Caufe
alio, our Lord Jefus is not (imply called Adam, or
Man ; but the lafi Adam, and the fecond Man,
whofe Seed differs from that of the firfi Man, as
Abraham's Seed from Adam's Seed : But he is
(imply called Ifrael, without any Epithet at all;
and his Seed is plainly determined to be the
Ele&> I fa. xlv. 25. In the Lord fio ill all the

15

;

ii.

1

not to

as the

Adam

17; that

6,

Seed of Ifrael be juftified even as in the hrft Man
all the Seed of Adam was condemned Rom. v. 18.
For,as the firft Man was limply ca 11 ed Adam or Man,
;

becaufe in

of

all

the

Covenant, he was a Compend
Men in Law-reckoning,
So Jefus Chrift
reprefented by him

Mankind

they being

all

firft

he was all

;

:

was a Compend of all Ifrael, that is, all the EleB
he was all Ifrael in Law-reckoning, they being ail
\

And

reprefented by him.

Ground
Ifa.

liii.

of
6.

of us all
EtecJ*

;

*£be
i.

e.

thus

Univerfality

the

we have
oi

that

the

Lord hath laid on him the
of

The which

all Ifrael,
is

that

is

true

Expreflion
Iniquity

to fay, all

the

confirmed by a parailel^Text,

C

4

bearing

The Parties
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in the

bearing the Type whereof this hath the Antitype,
viz. Lev. xvi. 2 1. And Aaron [hall lay both his

Hands upon the Head of the Live goat, and confefs
over him all the Iniquities of the Children of Ifrael,
and

all their I'ranfgreJJions in all their Sins, putting

them upon the Head of the Goat.
a People entertained with Types,
we e indeed a typical People.

Secondly,

We

were coniidered
fentation.

And

For
To

are to enquire,

in this

Covenant and

therein, they

as Ifrael

was

they themfelves

how

the Elect

federal

Repre*

came under a

three-

fold Confideration.

They were coniidered as Sinners, loft,
and undone in Adam; loft Sheep of the
Houfe of Ifrael Matth. xv. 24. In the firft Covenant, the whole Flock of Mankind, was put under;
the Hand of one Shepherd, to wit, Adam : But he,
lofing himfelf, loft 2 II the Flock, and was never
able to recover fo much as one of them again. God
had, from all Eternity, put a fecrct Mark on fome
of them, whereby he diftinguifhed them from the
Reft 2 Tim. ii. 19. Having this Seal, ^the Lord
And them alfo he faw
kno-weth them that are his.
Fir(l>

ruined,

among

others, gone

away from

their Pafture,

wan-

dering as Waifs and Strays, a Prey to every DeBut in order to their being fought out, and
vourer
returned, and kept in Safety for ever, the new Co:

venant was enter'd into with another Shepherd, even
our Lord Jefus Chrift and they are put under his
Hand, as the Shepherd of Ifrael. In Adam's Re,•

pre(entation, in the Covenant of Works, the Party

reprefented was coniidered as an upright Seed Ecclef
vi.
29: But in Chrift's Reprefentation, in the Covenant of Grace, the Party reprefented was con-

fider^

as a corrupt finful Mafs, laden with Guilt,

Covenant of Grace.
Wrath

under the

And who would

God

of

41

and Curfe of the Law.

have reprefented fuch a
Room and Stead

Company,

But free
Love engag'd our Lord Jefiis to it. So the Holy
One of God, reprefented wretched Sinners The Beputting himfilf in their

?

:

loved of the Father, reprefented the curfed Company.
Secondly, They were confidercd alfo, as utterly

unable to help themfelves, in whole or in Part; as
being without Strength Rom. v. 6. They were
Debtors, but quite unable to pay ofT one Farthing
They were Criminals, but quite unof the Debt
to
bear
their
own Punifbment, to the Satisfactiable
:

Had it lain on them to have paid
Juftice.
or
Debt,
the Punifhment, they behov'd to
born
the
funk
under
the
Load for ever. So it was nehave
ceiTary, they mould have One to reprefent them,
taking Burden on him for them all.
on of

Lajlly,

They were

confidered withal, as the

jects of eternal, fovereign,
Chrifl:

by

his Father.

and

free

Ob-

Love, given

to

The Father loved them John

gave them to Chrift Ver. 6.
them Efh. v. 2. and accepting of
the Gift, reprefented them in the Covenant, as a Father his own Children, Jfa. ix. 6. His Name Jh all
be called
I've everlaftiug Father.
Compare Heh.
ii.
13. Behold /, and the Children which God hath
given me.
It was owing to this free Love, and mere
good Pleafure, that they, and not others in the
fame Condemnation, by the Breach of the firft Covenant, were reprefented and contracted for, by
Jcfus Chrifl, in the fecond ; that their Names were
jtvfl.

23.

The Son

and

therefore

loved

—

put in the eternal Contract, while the Names of others were left out.
They were his Father's Choice,

and

The

41
and

^Parties in the

own Choice ;

his

fo

he became their Reprc-

Tentative.

From what

is

faid

fented and contracted

concerning the

Party repre-

we make

the following

for,

Inferences.
Inf. i. There's & fovereign Freedom of the Love
ef God, appearing in the fcuond Covenant, the Covenant ofr Grace. And it appears efpecially in two
Things, (i.) In that there was a Love towards fallen
iMto, and not towards fallen Angels, Tit. iii. 5.

whereby

came

it

were taken hold

by

Jefus

to pais, that
of,

Chrift,

Men> and not

reprefented,
in

the

Devils>

and contracted

Covenant,

Heb.

ii.

for,

16.

doubtlefs he could have contracted for the one, as
well as for the other : But Sovereignty palled by
fallen Angels, and caught hold of Men; howbeit
the

former

worthy

were, in their

own Nature,

and excellent Creatures.

But

the

in all the

more
Dif-

penfation of Grace, there's no Rcfped to Creatureworth : All is owing to the mere good Pleafure of
God who hath Mercy on whom be will have Mercy.

(2.)

It

appears in that

there

was an ele&ing

Love of Men; whereby it came to pais, that fome
Men, and not all Men, were represented and contraded for, in the Covenant. All Men were alike
by Nature; and there was nothing in one, more
than in another, to recommend him But free Love
and fovereign
pitcht on Objects altogether unlovely
palling
by oQbjeds,
fuch
on
fome
Love pitches
Father,
Even
Condition.
for fo
fo
thers of the fame
Matth.
z6.
xi.
The
Sight,
in
thy
it feemed good
of
Diihonour,
Veffeis
the
and
Honour,
Veffcls of
A Myftery,
are both made of the fame linful Lump
and PleaWill
fovereign
into
berefolved
that mull
over
the
Potter
Power
not
Hath
1.
a
fure, Konu ix.
:

•

:

the

Covenant of Grace.
fame Lump

the Clay, of the

to

make

45

one Veffel unto

Honour, and another unto Dijbonouri But fay not,
that this difparageth the federal Reprefentation of
the fecond Adam, that he reprefented only fome of

Mankind, whereas the firft Adam reprefented all
Mankind. For, as it is more to be Surety, for a
vail Sum, for one Man, who neither hath, nor can
have, any Thing at all wherewithal to pay his Debt;
a hundred

than to be Surety

tor

bundance

own

of their

Chrift, to contract

than

for

Adam

:

So

it

fuch as have

was more

and undertake

to con trad tor

for one

A-

for Jefus

Sinner*

a righteous World.

And (iiil it holds true, that where Sin abounded*
Grace did much more abound, Rom. v. 20. for 'tis
more by far, to jaw one, than to ruin many. Mean
while, thefe reprefented by Chrift in the fecond Covenant, are a great Multitude, which no Man could
number, Rev.

Gen. xv.

5-

vii.

9.

Rom.

even as the Stars of

iv.

Heaven

18.

Inf. 2. There is no umverfal Redemption, nor
umverfal Atonement : Jefus Chrift died not for
all and every individual Perfon of Mankind ; bur,

The contrary Doctrine may
for the EleSt only.
con (ill with the Opinion, which holds the Covenant of Redemption, and the Covenant of Grace,
to be two dittinCt Covenants ; the former made with
Cbrtfx, and the latter with Believers-, the Condition of the one undertaken and performed by him,
the Condition or the orher undertaken and performed by us : Accordingly rhat Opinion, concerning the Covenant, is readily embrae'd by Um\
verfalifts of different Denominations.
But that
Doctrine is utterly inconfiftent with this Account of
the Covenant, which dotn at once overthrow unir
verfal Redemption or Atonement, together with the
fed**

:;

Tfo
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Parties in the

of our Holinefs and good
Covenant of Grace. For, it rhe
Covenant of Grace was made with Chrift as a Reprefeiitative, and the EleSt only were the Party rethen furely the Conditions
prefented by him in it
of the Covenant, his doing and dying, were accomand he dkd for no other
plifhed for them only
As when one hath entred into a Bond or Suretijhip,
his Payment of that Bond, can never be reckoned
a Payment of their Debt, whofe Names were not
in the Bond, and whom he was not Surety for.
/;;/. 3. and laft. Whoever they be that reject the
Covenant of Grace, offered to them in the Gofpel
and To perifh All God'j EleB fhall infallibly be
entered personally into it, and be faved.
Likeas all
thefe whom Adam reprefented in the Covenant of
Works, have been, are, or fhall be brought perfonally into that Covenant; and Sin and Death pafs
upon them, Rom. v. 12 Even fo, all thefe whom
ChriPt reprefented in the Covenant of Grace, have

federal Conditionally
IVorks, in

the

;

;

:

:

been, are, or fhall be

brought perfonally into this

^Covenant, and partake of Righteoufnefs and Life,
Ver. 18, 19. Our Lord Jefus has fulfilled the Conditions of the Covenant, for them whom he reprefented
And it would neither be fuitable to the
:

God, nor to the Wifdom of Chrift the
Party contracting with him, that he fhould reprefent, contract and fulfil the Conditions, tor any
,who mail never enjoy the Benefit of the ContractWherefore, fince there are who, by a Putpofe of
God that cannot be fruftrated, fhall without PerJuftice of

ad venture, be brought perfonally into this Covenant and ye who hear the Gofpel, having the
Means for compalling that End, ufed towards you,
do ftand as fair for it as Any This may encourage
;

:

«*••

you

:

Covenant of Grace.
'you to tome to Chrift,

your

Beftir

nant.

45

and take hold of the Cove-

felves

therefore,

O

Sinners, to

take hold of the Covenant of Grace, which is ottered to you in the Gofpel ; and come ye to Chrift,
by Faith, thereby winding your felves perfonally
into the Bond of this Covenant, and the Commu-

nion thereof.

Objection. But I fear y

Ym

none ofthefe

whom

[Chrift rcprefented in the Covenant of Grace : How
then can 1 take hold of it, by Relieving ? Answer.

Name were the raft Name, that the
Lamb wrote down in his Book of Life; yet you nor
no Man can know, that it is there at all, until that

Tho' your
I

II

you have, by

believing, taken

nant. 2 Pet.

10.

i.

Make

hold of the Cove-

your Calling and Election

But, firft your Calling, and then your Election,
on the other Hand, tho' you were a Monftei;
of all Manner of Wickednefs, and had all the defperate Marks of a Caft-away about you, except that

Jure

;

And

|

i

one only, the Sin againft the Holy Ghoft.
You
Man can know, that you were not reprefented

!

'nor no

Covenant, jlftf/. xii. 3 1. All Manner of Sin and
Blafphemy Jhall be forgiven unto Men : But the
Blafphemy againft the Holy Ghoft (h all not be forgiven
unto Men.
Wherefore, that Matter is an abfolute
Secret to you, which, in this Cafe, you are not to
meddle to determine in
For, the fecret things belong unto the Lord our God : But thofe Things which
are revealed belong unto us Dcut. xxix. 29. Neithec
does your Warrant to believe, and to lay hold on
the Covenant, any Manner or Way depend on it
For the Reprobate have as good and fair a revealed
Warrant, to believe and take hold of the Covenant
of Grace, as the Elect have; elfe they could not

in the

:

I

:

I

be

condemned

for

Unbelief and not taking bold of
the

The
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Parties in the

Be what you will, (incc you ate
the Covenant,
certainly a Sinner of Mankind ; your Warrant is
uncontestable, according to the

loved the World, that he

gave

Word

:

Fcr God fo

his only begotten Son 9

that whosoever beltevetb on him, /houlci not periftj^
but have ever Iaft ing Life, John nu 16. <fbis is his
Commandment, that we floould believe on the Name

of his Sen Jejus

Wherefore,
for your
felves : So fhali ye know your Election, and your
Reprefentation in the Covenant, by the Efrects thereof,
Chrift,

i

John

This

Difficulty,

call:

in

the

Need

or Chrift,

know

it,

iii.

23.

Covenant

believe ye, aria take hold of the

Way

or"

a Sinner

him

off from
on Chrift, is a dangerous Device and
Temptation of the Devil. But, do you repel it,
Enemy of my Salvation, 'tis true, I do
faying,
not know, whether Chrift reprefented me, or not,
in the eternal Covenant neither am I obliged, nor
fenfible

of his

to bear

believing

O

;

concerned, to

m

order to

my

taking hold

of that Covenant : But, one Thing 1 know aifuredly, namely, that the Covenant, in the free Promife

and Salvation, upon the Ground of Chrift s
Obedience and Death allanerly, is held out to
to be believed, truftcd to, and
ine, even to tff&
retted upon, by nie, even by me : And therefore,
and, upon the
J will believe, and lay hold on it

or Life

;

;

infallible

Ground

Promife,

Whosoever

of the Faithfulnefs of

God,

in the

believetbjhall not per ijJj, but

have ever la ft ing Life, I will ailiiredly conclude,
it (hall be made out to me.
Question. But are there no Marks or Signs,

that

whereby a poor Sinner may know, himfelf to be one
who were reprefeuted by Chrift in the fecond

oftbe/e,

Covenant, and whofe Names he put in the Bond of
Siu;euihip, tbatbe gave tq bis father from Eternity'?
AttfiWSRtf

Covenant of Grace.

47

Yea, there are : But then they are fuch,
as altho' the having or them will prove a Man to

Answer.

have been reprefentcd by Jefus Chrift, in the eternal
Covenant ; yet the Ifant of them will not prove a
Man not to have been reprefented therein, foraimuchas what one has not now, he may come to have
afterwards.

And

two Marks

under this Limitation, I

offer

Thing in Queition.
cnefe
Mark 1. A deliberate and eoraiai Complacency
As it was with the Reprefentain the Covenant.
of the

c
in that Matfrom Eternity ; fo it is in fime,
ter, with the Represented, when once by Grace
capable of perfonal Confenting
they become
There is a deliberate and cordial Complacency in
the Covenant being propofed, Pfal. il. 7. tfbenfdid
l—ver. 8.- -thy Law is within my Heart. The Children
of Men difcover thcmlclves to be Adam's natural
Seed reprefented by him in the Covenant of lVorks9
by the Inclination and Bent of their Hearts towards
There is fuch a Biafs to that
that Covenant
Covenant, hung upon the Minds of Men naturally, that do and live, or work and win, is the
Religion of all natural Men, fo far as they have
and they cannot be
any practical Religion at all
brought off" from it, but by the Power of renewing
Even fo the Elect of God, difcover themGrace.
felves to be Christ's fpiritual Seed, reprefented by
him, in the Covenant of Grace, by their deliberate
and cordial Complacency in this Covenant: The
Heart touched with Divine Grace, fays of it, &bis

five,

:

;

my Salvation, and all my Defire, 2 Sam. xxiii.
The new Biafs hung on their Minds, by renew-

is all
5

.

hearty Approbation,
and Liking of the new Covenant held forth
in the Gofpel ; They are well pleafed with the

ing Grace, carries them to a
Relifh,

Parties-

.

The
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Parties in the

and Repre*
Conditions and Promifes of
the Adminiftrator, the Adminiftration, and

Parties- contracted,

fentation, in
it

;

Order

ic

;

the Reprefentative

the

In a

thereof.

Word,

would have

Covenant

the

their Eyes a fauiclefs Contrivance

:

Is

in

There's nothing

and there's nothing
So there they caft
Anchor for their own Souls. But it is not fo with
others, i Pet. ii. 7. Unto you therefore which believe he is precious : But unto them which be difchedient, the Stone which the Builders difallowed,
the fame is made the Head of the Corner : ver. 8. And
a Stone of Stumbling, and a Rock of Offence, even to
them which fumble at the Word, being difobedient,
in

they

it,

cut of

whereunto

Mark
on the

out

they would have

it,

;

in.

were appointed.
The Image of Chrift begun to be drawn

alfo they

2,

.

Soul, together with a longing

for the per-

48. As is the heavenly,
that
are
heavenly,
are
they
ver. 40. And as
alfo
fuch
the
Image
the
born
earthy,
have
we Jloall alfo
we
of
fecting thereof,

1

Cor. xv.

bear the Image of the heavenly.
Likeas all whom
rcpreiented,
when
he
entred
Adam
into the Cove-

nant of Works, in Paradife, do afterwards, evejy
one in his Time, perfonate Adam, looking as like
him as ever Child was like a Father, a&ing even,
So all whom
as he ac~ted, as I fhewed elfe where
the
Covenant
reprefented
in
Christ
of Grace, from
on
put
do
m
Time
Gal. iii. 27,
Chrifl
Eternity,
perfonating him, and reprefenting him in another
bearing his Image, and walking
Seijfe, namely,
walked
It is a Promife of
as
he
1 John ii. 6.
even
Lord
to
our
Covenant
Jefus,
Ifa. liii. 10. He
the
one
Seed,
wit,
as
to
lees a new-born
his
Jhall fee
But, do not others fo fee them to ? Yea inBabe.
dczd they do. Satan and wicked Men fee them,
:

as
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as Rebels and Traitors do, with Grudge' and Hatred,
Heir to the Crown. The
fee a new-born Prince,
in
that
as
Cafe the Princefles do,
'fee
them,
Godly
with a particular Satisfaction, fee their new-born
But our Lord Jefus Chrift himfelf fees
Brother.
them, as the King, the Father of the Babe, does,
with a peculiar Satisfaction, fee him as his vwn
Mean while, as Adam's
Son, and his own Picture.
Children do not open our, all at once, what of
old Adam is in them $ but by Degrees as they
grow up But they are fl ill longing for the Per:

fection thereof

.

when

they fhall be

grown Men.

So

Christ's Children are but imperiect in this Life;
But they are longing
as in the State of Childhood
.

Me afur e of the Stature
of the Fulnefs ofCbrift, the Principle of which they
have in them, Eph. iv. fj.
Thus far of the fit It Head, the Parties- in the
Covenant oi Grace.
to arrive at Perfection, at the

Q
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HEAD
The Making of

II.

the Covenant

of

Grace.
A VING

confidered the Parties in the

Covenant of Grace, we come now,
to cake a

View

the

of

that Covenant, betwixt

the Parties

And

contracting therein.
find our felves atf

Making of

trje

here

we

Fountain-head

of the Salvation, of loft Sinners, thzOrigine and
Rife of the glorious Plan, laid from* Eternity in
the fecret Council of the ever-blefled Trinity, for
Remedy ot Man's Mifery. And this is a manifold
Myftery, the feveral Folds of whi|h we are not
able fully to diicover.

may

With Godr it" was

all

one

For with him, all
and not, one
Things are together and at once
Thing before, and another after, as with us.
Piece,

it

I

fo phrafe it

:

•

JBowbeit, we cannot conceive of it, but in Parcels
another:
firfl one Piece of the Myftery, and then

And

Covenant of Grace.
And
we

are

Wherefore we mull, of

nefs.

ouf
cels

becaue of the Weaknefs
Cawe are Creatures ; and much more, as
Creatures under much fpiritual
Dark-

that,

pacity, as

felves
:

But

51

of our

to
ftill

remembi

Myllery, tranladted

Holy Trinity,

Neceffity,

Consideration

the

in

ing,

we

of

are

the eternal

addrefs

Par-

in

it,

the eternal

in

Decree

of the

by one eternal Act ai
which neverthelefs we arc

at once,

all

the Divine Will
in
allowed to conceive a certain Order, (nice otherwife we cannot take up the My fiery.
We have already Teen, that the Father, the
Party-contracur on Heaven's Side, is in that Matter to be coniidertd as an offended -God j but pur;

manned

pojing to

-the

Salvation ot fome or

Glory

Mankind

of

his

loft

;

Mercy

in

the

yet withadl, as

& juft Gad, who cannot but give Sin &jufi Recompence : And alio, that
J ejus Chrift, the Partycontracler en Man's Side,
is
to be coniidered
therein, as the laft or jecond Adam, Reprefentarive
of a Seed.
Wherefore, Ftrfi or all we are to enquire,

Son of God became fecund Adam ?
the Covenant was made\\\\zh him as
The tormer bang, as it w;re, preliminary to

how

Chrift the

And

then,

fuch

?

how

the latter.

How

First,

Adam?
Ftrft,

own
I

|

Cbrifi the Son of

This we

The

may

Father

Son\ the eternal

take up in

God became fecond
two Things.
J

willed and de(ign d, that his

Word, (hould,

for the

Purpofc

of MeYcy towards

take on their

N%-

tiire,

that Sacrifice

and

Mankind loft,
and became Man. He faw

Offering' would not anfwer the Ca(e.: The Lett
v?as greater, than to be paid at that Rate ; the
J

I

:

Redemption ot Souls could not be managed, but by
a Perfon oi infinite Dignity. Wherefore, having
2
pur-

D
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fthe

Making

of the
of Mercy
Mankind

purpofed, that the darling Attribute
Jhould be illuftrared, in the Cafe of loft

he willed the
to the

human Nature

Divine Nature,

And

;

Time,

to be unit d, in

in the Perfon of the Son.

hereunto the Son, as the eternal Word, the

fecond Perfon of the elptkus Tiinitv, having no
nearer Relation to Man, than r.s his iovcrugn Lord
Creator , readily agreed. Htb. x. 5. Sacrifice and
Offering thou ivouldeft not, hut a Body haft thou prepared ///?.- -ver. 7. Then j aid I, Lo I come (in the
Volume of the Bock it is written of me) to do thy
Willy O God.
The eternal Word con Tented to be
made Flejb, that ail Flefh might not perifh He
:

Man, to take into
Union with himfelf, a human Nature,

conftnted to become
true

Body and

a reasonable

eternal DeiHnation

Inftance of

of his

a

pe^PJhal

wit

to

Soul, according

Father.

a

to the

This was an

amazing Condefcenfion.

The

highefl

Monarch's Confent, to lay afide his Robes of Majelly, to clothe himfelf with Rags, and become a
Beggar, is not to be compared with it.
Nay the
higheft Angel's Confent to become a Worm y is not to
be named m one Day, with the eternal Son of

God, the Father's Equal, his conienting to become Man : For the Diftanee between the Divine
Nature and the human, is infinite; whereas the
Diftanee between the Angelick Nature, and the
Nature of Worms of the Earth, is but finite.
Now the Effect of this was, that hereby the
Son of God was conftituted//^y?^;/to/. Mediator,
or Mediator in refped of Nature, between God and
Man. Being from Eternity God equal with the
Father, he [o flood related to Heaven.
ing from Eternity confented to become

flood related to Earth

:

And
Man,

havhe fo

For tho' he did not actually
take
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Nature of Man, until the Fulnefs
yet, forafmuch
or Time appointed by the Father
as he had from Eternity confented to take it on,
and it was impodible, that his Con fin t fhould mifs
to take Effect, he was reckoned in Law, to all Intents and Pnrpofes thereof as if he had a dually
cake on him the

;

been

A Type

incarnate.

of

this

his. fubftantial

Mediation, was Jacob's Ladder, which was fit
upon the Earth, and the Fop of it reached to Heaven,
Gen xxviii. 12.
clear Emblem of the Divine
and human Na r ur; in Chrift, through whom as
fubftantial Mediator, there was a Way opened, towards a Communication for Peace, between Heaven and Earth.
Ace irdingly our Lord Jefus applies
himfelf, John i. 51. Hereafter you jh all fee
it to
Hsaven open, and the Angels of God afcendnig and
defcending upon the Son of Man ; to wit, as 011

A

Jacob's Ladder Gen. xxviii.
Secondly,

The Fatner

the Election; to
JWid

12.

chofe

him

I aft

Adam,

be the

Reprefentative, oF fuch

(liquid pitch

upon,

enrolled in the
fentative,

!

with

venant, for Life

And

to

be

to

be

Head of
Head

federal

fovereign Pleafurc

Veficls of

Mercy, and

Head and Repremight make the new Co-

?ook of Life; a

whom

he

and Salvation

this alfo he

to be the laft or Jecoud

fentative o' the

as

to

readily

to

them.

agreed, confenting,

Adam, Head and Repre-

Election

;

to fuftain their Perfons,

and tranfadl: in their Name. Ija. xlii. 1. Behold—
mine ElecJ in inborn my Soul delighteth. Pfal. lxxxix.
19. I have exalted one chofen out of the People.
1 Cor. xv. 47. 5the fecond Man is the Lord from
Heaven. The Breach between God and Alan, wa$
greater than to be done away by a mere Intermejjenger, who traveling between Parties ac Variance
3

D

'The
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Making of the

them with bare Words.. There
could be no Covenant of Peace, 'twixt God and
Sinners, without Reparation of Damages done to
the Honour of God through Sin ; and without
honouring of the holy Law, by an exact Obedience
ance,

reconciles

:

But

Things being quite beyond their Reach,
Chrift the Son of God faith, ho I come, I'm content to take their Place, and put my felt in their
thele

Room,

as a Jeccnd

Now

the

Adam.

Effect

ot

was, that

this

hereby he

Adam, or the fecond Man i Cor.
xv. 47, and official Mediator, or Mediator in reaped of Office, between God and Man, i Tim. iu
was

conilitute loft

God, and one Mediator between
Man Qhn{t Jejiis ; who gave
Being called of his Fatimfelf a Kanfom for all.
ther unto that Office, and having embraced the
Call thereto, he was inverted with the Office, and
treated with as fuch, before the World began Tit. i.
2. And indeed he,
and he only, was fit for it.
The two Families or Heaven and Earth being at
War, there could be no Peace between them, but
through a Mediator. But where could a Mediator
be found, to interpofe between fuch Parties, who
would not either have been too high, or elfe too
low, in refped of one of the Parties at Variance ?
5, 6. there is one

God and Men,

Man
of

or

God

:

high, in

the

Angel would have been too low, in reflect
And an imveiPd God would have been too
refpeft ol finjul Men, unable to bear In-

tercourfs with fuch heavenly

the Son of

as

he,

God,

being

Majcfly,

that he might

God

equal with

be

fit

the

to

Wherefore,
mediate ;

Father,

was

high enough in refpect of the Party offended; fo he
confented to become low enough, in refpect of the
Party offending, by his becoming Man.

Secondly,

Covenant of Grace.
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Secondly, Ic is to b- enquired, How the Covenam was made with Cbrifi as fecond Adam ? A nd
this alio may be taken up in two Things.

Number of
Name, to be the constituent Members of that Body chofen to Life, of
which Body (Thrift was the deftgn'd Head and he
The Father

Firfr,

loft

Mankind,

as

defign'd a certain

were by

ic

;

gave them

to

him,

tor

that End. Philip,

iv.

3.

My

Names

are in the Book of
Life. John xvii. 6. xtnu$ they were, and thou gaveft
them me. Thefe were a chofen Company, whom
Fellow-labourers, whofe

Grace pickt out from among the reft
ot Love, and gave to
the fecond Adam for a Seed : On which Account,
they are faid to have been chofen in him Eph. i. 4 ;
being, in the Decree of Election, laid upon him as
the Foundation -ft one, to be built upon him, and
obtain Salvation by him 1 Theft, v. 9. Which De-

Sovereign free

of Mankind, on a Furpofe

cree, as

1:

relates to the

Members

elect,

is

therefore

Book of Life ; being, as it were, the
Roll which the Father gave 60 the fecond Adam,
the Head-ckct: containing the
Names of thefe

called the

deilgn'd to be

his Seed, to receive Life by him.
our Lord Jefus, (landing as fecond Adam,
Head of the Election, to wit, fuch as- fovereign
Pleafure mould pitch upon to be Veflels of Mercy,
did accept 'of the Gift of the particular Perfons, elect-

Now

ed or chofen by his Father, John xvii. 6^ Sfbine thy
were, and thou gaveft them me, Ver. 10. And thine

are mine.

Likens the

firft

Adam,

in the

making of

the fitft Covenant, ftood alone, without actual

I flue ;

yet had deftinated for

him a numerous Ifilie, to be
comprehended with him in that Covenant, to wit,
all Mankind; the which, Adam did at lean virtually accept : So, a certain Number of loft Mankind

V

4

being

;:

The Making

$6

of the

being ek&ed to Life, God as their original Proprietor, gave them to (Thrift the appointed Head, to
be his Menders, and comprehended with him in the
fecond Covenant, tho' as yet none ot them were in
Being; and he accepted of the Gift of them, being
well pleafed to take them in particular, for his

myftical, for which

And

Father.

he fhould covenant

in token

thereof, he, as

Body

with his

ic

were, re-

ceived and kept as his own, the Book, of Life containing their 'Names, vjWicn is therefore called Sfhe

Lamb's Beokof Life, Rev. xxi.
Secondly, The Father propofed

Adam,

the

new Covenant

them, in the

full

loft

given to him,

lienor,

in

Adam,

the

in

ail thefe

particular

elected unto

Lite, and
Mankind^

he treated with

all

The Promifes

Covenant.

firft

as fecond

and Salvation to
Promifes, and Condition

Mankind,

tvffi as

him

to

for Life

thereof; treating, in him, with

Perfons of

27.

indeed great and glorious

therein propofed, were

But withal the Condition, or Terms, on which they
were propofed, wire exceeding high.
Howbeir, as the

firft

'and Reprefentative of
into

the

firft

Adam,

ail his

Covenant

(landing as

Head

natural Seed, entered

with

God

;

accepting the

Promife thereof, upon the farms and Condition thereSo our
in propofed, which he engaged to fulfil:
Lord jefiis, (landing as fecond Adam, Head and
Reprefentative of the particular Perfons of

Name

loft

Man-

and given to him as
Seed,
entred
into
the fecond Covenant
his fpiritual
accepting
the
Father;
his
Promifes thereof,
with
upon the Terms, and Condition therein propofed
eonfenting and engaging to fulfil the fame, for them.
And thus the Covenant of Grace was made, and
concluded, betwixt the Father and Cbrift the fecond
kind, by

elected to Life,

Adam,
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57

being the fecend CoveManifejtat'mn to the
Order
and
of
fpect
re
in
nant,
i Cor. xv.
in
firft
Ifcf/ig.
was
ic
tho'
7.
World,
the
herd
Heaven.
is
from
Man
Ifa.
fecond
be
<f
10. /rfo/J thou Jb alt make his Soul an Offering
Jiii.
Tit. i. 2. //; hope of
be Jbali fee bis Seed.
Sin,
for
eternal Life, which God that cannot lie, promtfed

Adam, from

all

Eternity

;

_•

before

the

World began,

li-il.

xl.

6.

Sacrifice

and

Offering thou didft not defire y mine Ears baft thou
8. 1 delight
opened— y. tfken faid 1 Lo J come

—

O

my God: Tea thy Law is withdo thy Will,
in my Heart.
Chrift the fecond Adam, giving this Confent,
took upon him a threefold Character, of imparalld'd
to

Now

Weight and Importance; lifting himfclf (1.) The
Kinfwan-redeemer in the Covenant, (2.) The Surety
And (3.) The Prieft of the Coof the Covenant,
The Mediation of Chrift doth indeed run
venant.
through the whole of the Covenant. And there are
feveral of for Parts of that Mediation, which refpefting the Promifes of the Covenant, do belong to the
But thefe, I have now
Adminiftration thereof.
mentioned, do refped the Condition of the Covenant,
and fo belong to the Making thereof, under which

Head we

I.

fhall confider

Chrift

the

them

in order.

Kinfman- Redeemer
Covenant.

in

the

r

OUR

Lord Jefus Chrift, the fecond Adam,
giving his Confent to the Covenant, as pro-

J

pos d to him by the Father,

fifted himfel;

KinJ man -

58 ChriH

the

Kinfow- Redeemer

Redeemer in the Covenant, Job. xix.
that my Redeemer liveth, and that he
at the latter

Under

ad

the

Day

upon the Earth.

Law, when

for himfelf, to

a

Man

aft rt and

ufe

2j.

I kur/w

Jloall

fiand

•

was not
his

able

to

own Right;

one that was a- Kin to him, had a Right to aft for
him, coming in his Room, and (landing wo in his
And fuch a one was called his Goel, which
Right.
properly fignifies a Kinfman-Redeemer. Hence that
Word is fometimes rendered a Kinfman, as $#&.
v. 8. If the Man have no (Goel) Kinfman to recompense the irefpafs unto.
Ruth iii. 1 2. / am
thy (Goel) near Kinfman : Howbeit there is a
(Goel) Kinfman nearer than 1. Sometimes it is
rendered a Redeemer\ as Prov. xxiii. 11. Sfbeir
(Goel) Redeemer is mighty. Ifa. xlvii. 4 As for
our (Goel) Redeemer, the Lord of Hofts is his
Name. One's A ding in that Capacity, is called
doing the Kinfman's Part, or redeeming to wit by
Right of Kin, Ruth iii. 1^ and iv.o\ Howbeit,
fuch a one might refufe to do the Kinfman's Part ;
as Ruth's Kinftnan-Redeemer did, who refign'd- his
Right to Boaz, and in Token thereof drew oil his
own Shoe, and gave it him, Ruth iv. 6, 7, 8.
Now Chrift, the fecond Adam, faw Sinners, his
ruined Kinfmen, quite unable to act for tbemfelves.
Not one ot them all was able to redeem himfelf, and
far lefs his Brother. Withal, the Angels, near a-Kin
to them in the rational World, durft not meddle
with the Redemption ; being fure they could not
have mifs'd to mar their own Inheritance thereby,
It
nor have delivered their poor Kinfmen neither.
Shoe
declined
it, and drawn off his
he mould have
to them, or to any other of the whole Creation ;
.

there

:

in the

Covenant.
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was none who durft have venturM to receive
it.
I looked, faith he, and
it, or put his Foot in
there was none to help, and J wondered that there
was Nosf e to uphold : therefore mine own Arm
He took on htmbrought Salvation* Ifa. lxiii. 5.
felf the Character of their Kinfman- Redeemer. And
ot him as fuch, Job fpeaks in the forecited Paflage,
which I conceive to be thus expreflod, in the Orir
Kinfman Redeemer livetb
ginal.
J know, my
beJJjall
one,
And the latter
ft and up upon the Duji.
comforts
himfelf with a View
In which Words, Job
-Redeemer
his
living, even
Kinfman
ot Christ, as
of
his
Divine
refpeft
Nature
in his Day, in
and
;
there

one (in oppofition to the
Deut. xxiv. 3,4.)
8, o.
former oxfirft,
end
or
Adam
Redeemer, in
latter
fee
namely, the
as the

latter or feeond

Exod.

iv.

oppofition to the former oxfirft Adam Destroyer :
Firmly believing, that the one, uniting to himfelf a.

human Nature, mould

as fure fland up upon

the

Duft of the Earth, and do the Kinfman 's Part for
him ; as the other, having the Breath oi Life breathed
into

his

Noflrils,

flood

up upon Jt, and ruin'd

all.

Now there were four Things, the Kinfnan- Redeemer was to do for his Kinfman unable to aft for
himfelf ; all which Chrifl, the fecond Adam, undertook in the Covenant.
Firft, He was to marry the Widow of his deceased
Kinfman, to raife up Seed to his Brother. Hereof
Boaz was put in mind by Ruth, Chap. ui. o. I

am Ruth

thine

Skirt over

thine

Handmaid: Spread therefore thy
Handmaid, for thou art a near
Kinfman. Compare Ver. 10-13, Chap. iv. 10.
and Ezek. xvi. 8. / fpread my Skirt over thee—
and thou becameft mine.

Our Nature was

in

a

com-

6o

Chrift the IGnfman- Redeemer

comfortable and fruitful Condition, while the Image
God impreft thereupon in Adam, remained with
it ; but that Image bang remov'd, in the fpititual
ot

Death caufed by

bis Sin, there

enfu'd an abfohite

Barrenefs, as to the Fruits of Holinefs, in our

Na-

But our Kinfman-Rcdeemer confented to marry the Widow.
Being to take to
himfelf a human "Nature\ he undertook to take on
our human Nature in particular, taking his Flejb of.
Adam's Family. Thus was it provided, that his
Body fhould not be made of nothing, nor of any
Thing whatfoever, that was not derived from Adam y
It was a low Match indeed for
as its Original.
would
have
been fo, even if the Family
him and
of Adam had been in its primirive State and Splendor But now it was confidered, as in the Depth of
Yet, being necefjary for our
Poverty and Difgrace.
Redemption, he confented thereto, as our Kinfm an Accordingly, in the Fulnefs of Time,
Redeemer.
he was made of a Woman a Daughter of Adam's
Family Gal. iv. 4 and fo was a Son of Adam
Luke ill. 23.-38. Thus was a Foundation laid,
for the myftical Marriage of Believers with him ;
which myftical Marriage doth not belong to the
Condition and making of the Covenant, properly fo
but to the Promtfe and Adminiftration of it,
called
ture thus

left.

;

:

;

;

And
being a Sinner's pcrfonal Entrance thereinto.
the great End, in Subordination to the Glory of
God, for which this more intimate Union and Match
with our Nature, was gone into, by our KinfmanRedeemer, was to render it yet again fruitful, in
the Fruits of true Holinefs : And without it, our
Nature had for ever remain'd under abfohite Barrenefs, in that Point, even as the

Nature of

fallen

Angels doth.
Secondly

6t

in the Covenant.

He

was to redeem the matgagd InheKinfman, Lev. xxv. 25. If thy
Brother be waxen poor and bath fold away fome of
bis Poffefjion, and if any of bis Kin come to redeem it
thenjbatl be redeem that which bis Brother fold. Or
rather, 'Then [hall come in bis Kinfman- Redeemer,
that is near unto him; and be pall redeem that which
Our Father Adam, waxing poor,
bis Brother fold.
through the deceitful Dealing of the Tempter with
Secondly ,

ritance of his poor

',

',

him, quite fold away the Inheritance of eternal Life,
And his Children,
for a Morfel of forbidden Fruit
waxen more poor dill, through their own perfonai
Fault, had fet themfelves farther and farther trom it.
They could not have raifed, amongft them all, what
would have redeem d fomuch as cue Man's Pare of it.
Howbeit, without it was redeemed, they could never
Wherefore the Jkond Adam,
have had Accefs to k.
as Kinfman-Redeemer, tot k the Burden of the Redemption on himfelf ; and agreed to pay the Price
of that Purchafe, Dying for us, that we might live
together with him 1 ThefT! v. 1 o.
Thirdly, He was to ranfom his poor Kinfman in
Bondage, paying the Price of his Redemption, Lev.
xxv, 47. If--thy Brother— wax poor and fell himfelf
—48. After that he is fold, be may be redeemed again ; one of bis Brethren may redeem him. ver. 5 2—
according unto his Tears /ball he give him again the
Price of bis Redemption.
Being fold in the Loins
of our firft Father, we were brought into Bondage
under the Curfe of the Law.
So we are, by Nature,
the Law's Bond- men, and confequently, Slaves to
Sin and Satan ; never to have been released, without
:

y

a Ranfom, the

Ranfom was

full

Worth

flated in the

of fo

many

Covenant

;

Souls.

This

to wit,

Thac
the

6l Chrijftbs Kinfman-Redeemer
the Kinfman- Redeemer fliould give himfelf a Ranfont for his poor Kinfmen : And he agreed to it,
for purchafing their Liberty, 1 Tim. ii. 5, 6. The

Ranfom was

great, Soul tor Soul, Body for Body ;
Dignity, for his poor Kfnfmen
infinite
of
Perfon
a
But he confenred to take on him the
in Bondage.

Form of a Servant, that they might be fet free ; to
have his Ear bored at the Law'i Door-poft, that
they might be delivered out of their Bondage.
Laftly, He was to avenge the Blood of his /lain
Kinfman, on the Slayer, Deut. xix. [2. The Elders
of bis City /hall fend and fetch him thence , and deliver him into the Hand of the (Gcel) Avenger of
Our Kinfman- Redeemer
Blood that he may die.
faw all his poor Kindred flain Men. And the
Devil was the Murderer John viiu 44. He had miniftred Poyfon to them in the Loins of their firft
Yea he had fmitten them to Death, kill'd
Parent
them with an Arrow (hot thro' the Eye. But no
Avenger oi their Blood could be found, till the
fecond Adam, as their Kinfman- Redeemer, did in
the fecond Covenant undertake the avenging of it.
,

:

Mean

Murderer had the Power of Death
14: And, the Sting of Death is Sin, and
the Strength of Sin is the Law, 1 Cor. xv. 56.
wherefore, there was no diJ arming and deftroying. of
the Murderer, without taking the Sting out of

Heb.

while, the

ii.

Death which he had the Power of. And that was
not to be done, but by removing the Guilt of Sin,
whereby Sinners were bound over to Death Neither was this to be done, but by fatisfying the Law,
whole awful Sanction of Death, ftrongly kept faft
:

Thefe were the
the Guilt of Death on the Sinners.
Iron Gates, to be broke thro', ere the Kinfman*
Redeemer, the Avenger of Bloody could gee at the

Mur*

in the Covenant*

6$

But the mighty Redeemer undertook,
by his own Death and Sufferings to fatisfy the Law
and by that Means to remove the Strength ot Sin;
and by this Means again, to take away the Sting of
Death And fo, by'his own Death to deftroy the
Murderer\ that had the Power of Death and thus,
to avenge the Blood of his {lain Kinfmen, upon
him, Beb. ii. 14. So did Sam/on, a Type of our
Murderer.

:

;

I

Kinfinan-Kedeemer^ avenge Ifrael of the Philifiines
their Opprefibrs ; pulling down the Houfe on the
Philifiines, and dying himfelf to deftroy them,
j

tfudg. xvi.

Chrifl the Surety of the Covenant.

II.

CHRIST,
-

vii.
\

j

the fecond

Covenant,

22.

By

lifted

Adam,

confenting to the

himfelf alfo Surety of

it,

Heb.

much was Jefus made a

fo

better tfeftament

;

Surety of a
or rather, as others read it, of a

A

is one who undertakes
whether for faying his
Debt, civil or criminal, or for his performing a
Deed. That we may then rightly understand

letter Covenant,

Surety

for another, obliging himfelf

Chrift's Suretijirip,

For whom.

(2.)

it

is

neceffary

For whaty

we

confider

(1.)

he became Surety in

the Covenant.

First, For whom Chri/i became Surety m the
Covenant. I find two Things advanced on this
Head, namely (1.) That he became Surety for

God

to

Sinners,

to God.

To

Chrilt's

Suretifhip,

the

And

firft

(2.)

Sinners

Surety for

of thefc, the Socinians reftrain

denying the fecond

;

and fo
over*

ChriSl the Surety

6$

overthrow the Foundation of our Salvation. Bat
all orthodox Divines agree, in that the fecond oi

main Thing in it. Some of them indeed make no Difficulty of admitting, that Chrifl
became Surety for God to Sinners, as well as Surety
undertaking, on God's Part,
for Sinners to God
that all the Promifes fhail be made good to the
Seed, even to all that believe.
There's no Queftion, but God's Promifes are, in refpect or his infallible Truth and Veracity, moll firm and fure in
But
themfelves, and cannot mifs to be performed
v/c, being guilty Creatures, are flow of Heart to
believe ; and therefore do need what may make
them move furs to us, or allure cur Hearts they ihall
And for thus.Caufe, he hath
be performed to us.
given us his Word of Promife under his Hand, in
and an Earnefi ofxht promifed
the holy Scriptures
Inheritance Hph. i. 14. the Seal of the Spirit Ver,
thefe is the

;

:

;

2 Cor.

1 3.

i.

22. the facramental Seals

Rom.

iv.

11,

yea and his folemn Oath too, in the Matter, £0
Jhcw unto the Heirs of Promife the Immutability of
his Counfel Heb. vi. 17. And \i Jefus Chrift is
Surety for God to us,

End.
But

T

doubt,

"if

vii.

2 2,

no dcubc

for

the

fame-

the holy Scripture calls Ghrlft

a

In the forecited Pailagc
only
the
Text wherein Chrift is ex~

Surety in that Senfe at

Heb,

its

prefly called a Surety,

all.

it is

evident, that hxsSuretifhif

therein mentioned, refpe&s his prieflly Office, wherein he deals with God, for us, Ver. 20. And in as

puicb as

not without an

Oath he was made

Priefi,

{ware

that fa id unto him, the Lord
and will not repent, thou art a Pried for ever

fifter

the

31.

(

by him

Order of Melchifedec) Ver. 22. By fa
made a Surety of a better tfeftameni

pjirb zvas Jefus

of the Covenant.
But

went.

late to his

his Suretiflnp for

God to

6$

us,

cannot rc^

but to his kingly Office,

prieftly Office;

which all Power is given to him in
Heaven and in Earth ; and confequently a Power
in refpect of

to fee that

performed to

the Promifes be

all

And

People.

therefore his Suretifliip

his

mentioned in

that Text, is for us to God, and not /or God to us.
'Tis but in other two Texts only, as far as I have
obferved, that

we read

of SurettJJoip, relative to the

And in both of
Cafe between God and a Sinner
them, the Suretiftoip is not to the Sinner, but for
him. They are Pfal. cxix. 122. Be Surety for thy
Servant for goed
and Job xvii. 5. Put me in a
:

-,

The

Surety yvitb thee.

original Phrafeology or

Ex-

fame in the latter Text, as ia the
former and the fame in them both, as m the Cafe
of Jitdab's Suretifhip for Benjamin, to his Father,
Gen. xliii. 9. and xliv. 32. Now unkfs the facred
Oracles go before us, in propoling Chrift as a Surety
for God to us, I fee no Reafon, why the being of
prefTion, is the
;

fuch a Thing
verfaries,

As

for the

the fame

at all,

who make

mould be yielded

Ad-

fecured, in

it.

from it, to us,
that the whole Admi-

Comfort that might

is fully

to the

fuch a pernicious Ufe of
arife

committed into the
;
and he is the
tfruftee and deflator ot the Covenant or CovenantBenefits
as fhall be mown in the due Place.

nifiration

Hand

of the Covenant

of our

Lord

is

Jefus Chrift

;

.

But, without all Peradventure, Chrift the Mediator and fecond Adam, became Surety in the Covenant, for Sinners to God, as the Scriptures do

abundantly declare. Pfal, lxxxix. 10 I have' laid
Help upon one tbat is mighty,
i
Tim. ii. 5 One
Mediator between God and Men, the Man Chrift

Jefus

;

ver. 6.

who gave

E

himfelf a Ka)ifom for

all.

2 Cor.

Chrift the Surety

<5<5
2 Cor.

v.

He

21.

who knew no

hath made him

Sin.

Ifa.

liti.

6.

to be-

Sin for us,

the Lord hath

laid

on him the Iniquity of us all. Gal. iff. 13. Chrift hath
redeemed us from the Curfe of the Law, being

made a Curfe for

us.

Ifa.

ii ii.

5.

He was wounded

for our tranfgrefjions, be was bruifed for our hiquities.
The Covenant of Grace was made with
the fpiritual Seed, in Chrift, the fe'eond Adam,

taking Burden for them, upon himfelf as their Surety.
And without a Surety it could not have been made
with them. For they were a Company of broken
Men, owing a thoufand Times more than they

worth And their Word in a new Bargain
and Salvation, was worth nothing • there
could be no Regard had to it, in Heaven.
There
was neither truth nor Ability left them, after the
firft Covenant was broken.
Behold their Character
in point oi truth or Veracity\ Rom. iii. 4. Let
God be true, but every Man a Liar : And in point
of Ability, Chap. v. 6. When we were yet without
Strength, in due time Chrift died for the ungodly.
The Remands in this Covenant were highland
quite above their Ability to anfwer : And betides,
They brake
they themfelves were faife and fickle.
their Word in the firft Covenant, when able to have

were

all

:

for Life

*

kept it ;
Bargain,

was an

could

when

they

be trufted in

Ability

their

was gone

Jefus Chrift

new

So there

became Surety for them

new Covenant, on which depends
vation, was made, and made fure.

the

Solomon

That he that

tells us,

Stranger, ftmU fmart for it:
Suretijhip

k

this
?

abfolute Neceflity of a Surety for them, in

And

ir.

how

is

wvtry wt

fure,
f
*

And

all their

:

So

Sal-

Surety for a
he that hatetb

is

xi. 15.
Our Lord Jefus
Burden he took on himfelf in

Pro v.

the

.

his

of the Covenant.

6j

Sinners; rhe Character of thefe
became Surety for ; and that he could

his Suretifinp for

whom

he

But his Love to his
have no Relief from them
Father's Glory, and the Salvation or Sinners, engag'd him in it, being perfectly fure to [mart for it,
:

as will appear from confidering

Secondly, For what he became
Covenant.
ter of

for

it,

Surety, in

Suretifhip, inrefpect of the
is

of

two

Sorts,

i.

paying one's Debt, Prov.

There

a Suretijhtp

is

xxii. 16.

the

Subjed-mat-

Be

not thou

one of them that ftrtke Hands, or of them that are
2.
Sum'fhip for one's
Sureties for Debts.

A

Deed, Chap, xx, 16. tfake his
Surety for a Stranger : And take a

performing of

a

Garment that is
Pledge of him for a

him wno

is

lirarge Woman.
That is. of
Surety for her good Behaviour ; for lhe

I

will leave

Now
the

I

firft

him

in the

Lurch.

our Lord\f Suretiflnp for Sinners, was of

Adam, con-

the fecond

Chriil, as

Sort.

fenting to the Covenant, lifted

himfelf Surety for

the Debt of the Seed reprcfented by him.
Their
Debt was, by God's eternal Fore knowledge, fiat-

i

1

ed from the broken Covenant of Works, in the whole
Latitude of the Demands it had on them And he
became Surety for k, finking Hands with his Fa-*

I

:

I

ther, to

pay

it

And

compleaily.

I

Firft,

He became

nijhment, which

Surety for

they,

their

as Sinners,

Debt of Pu~
were

liable

in

I

Payment

1

of, as

the

Original

phrafeth

it

2 Sthefl]

That was the Debt owing to the Divine Jufor all and every one of their Sins, original
or a&ual. The Demerit of their Sins, as Ofknces
iagainft an infinite God, was an infinite Pumfhment.
jThey were liable to bear the Pains of Death in the
full Latitude thereof; to fuffer the Force of revengi.

9.

iftice,

E

z

tug

6S
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ing Wrath, to the compleat Satisfaction of infinite
J uft ice > and full Reparation of God's injured Ho-

This was their Debt of Punifhment ; a Debt,
which they themfelves could never have cleared, tho'

nour.

paying, to the utmofl of their Power, through A ges
of Eternity.
But, this their Debt Chrift became
Surety for, obliging himfelf to lay down his Life,

which was loft in Law. Pfal. xl. 6, 7.
and Offering thou didli not dejire, mine
Ears haft thou opened— &hen [aid I, Lo, I come.
John x. 15. I lay down my Life for the Sheep, ver,
18. I lay it down of my felf: I have Power to lay
and I have Power to take it again, tfhts
it. down
Commandment have I received of my Father: Here
is a Surettjhip that never had a Match
Davidy in
a Tranfport of Grief for the Death of his Son Abfalom, wijhes he had died for him 2 Sam. xviii. 35.
Reuben will venture the Lite of his two Sons for
Benjamin, Gen. xlii. 37, and Judah will venture
his own for him Chap, xliii. 9, while yet there was
Hope, that all would be fate. But our Lord Jefus
when
deliberately pledgeth his own Life for Sinners
it was beyond ail Peradventure, the precious Pledge
would be loft in the Caufe and that the Death he
would fuffer, would be a thoufand Deaths in one.
Some have offered themfelves Sureties m capital
Gaafes; and embrae'd Death, for their Country or
Friends: And, Peradventure for a good Man fome
would even dare to die. But God commendeth his
Love towards us, in that while we were yet Sinners
for theirs
Sacrifice

y

!

;

;

(and Enemies)

Now

Chrift died for usy

in the fecond

Adam's

Rom. v. 7, 8, 10.
Suretifhip for the

criminal Debt of his fpiritual Seed, there was not
an enfuring of the Payment thereof one Way or
other, only;

as

in fimple Cautionry: But, there

was

.

of the Covenant
was an Exchange of Perfons
ftituting

himfeli

in

whole Obligation on
of

God

their

in

;

himfeli.

when
fh<

Grace
might have

the free

ttbis y

Soul that finned

fubtaking the

Chriit

Room, and

the Creditor did admit,

infilled, that the

Law

69

he

uld die

:

And,

a Delay being wichal granted, as to the Time of
the Payment, God thus manifefted his Forbearance
celcbraced by the Apoflle Rom. iii. 25. And in
virtue of that Subftiturion Chrift became Debtor in
Law, bound to pay that Debt which he contracted
not ; to Reftore that which he took not away Pfal.
lxix. 4. For, becoming Surety for them, to the End
there might be laid a Foundation in Law and Juftice,
for exacting their Debt or Puniihment, from him y
Guilt was transfer'd on him, Jfa. liii. 6.
their
SThe
Lord laid on him the Iniquity of us all.
This was pointed at, in the laying of the Hand,
on the Head of the Sacrifices, under the Law, efpecially on the Head of the Scape-goat, Lev. xvi. 2 1
And Aaron JhaU lay both his Hands upon the Head
of the live Goat, and confefs over him all the
Iniquities of the Children of Ifrael, and all their
Stranfgrefjitns in all their Sins, putting them upon

Head of the Goat. All the Sins of all the Elect
were at once imputed to the Surety, and fo became
bis, as his Righteoufnefs becomes ours, namely,
in Law -reckoning, 2 Cor. v. 21. For he hath made
the

to be Sin for us, who knew no Sin ; that we
might be made the Righteoufnefs of God in him. And
he himfelf fpeaks fo of them, Pfal. xl. 12. Mine
Iniquities have taken hold upon me ; as feveral valuable Interpreters do underftand it, according as the
Apoftle gives us Dircdion, determining Chrift himfelf
to be the Speaker in this Ffalm, Heb. x. 5, <5, 7.
He was indeed without Sin inherent in him ; but

him

E

3

no t

ChriB

70

Surety

the

not without Sin imputed to him, till in his Refurretfion he got up his Difcharge, having ckar'd the
Debt by his Death and Sufferings. &hm_yiM he
juftified in

the Spirit

i

appear the fecond <time

y

Tim.

iii.

without

1

6.

Sm

and
Heb.

fo Jhall
ix.

28;

the Sin which was upon him, by Imputation, the
fir (I ^time he appeared, being done away at his Re-

This Relation of our Sin to Chrift, is
Nature of Suretifhip for Debt
in which Cafe, no Body doubts but the Debt becomes the Surety's, when once he hath ftriken
Hands for it. And how elfe could the Law have
juftly proceeded againft Chrift ? How could our
Punijhment have been, in Juftice, inflicted on him,
h he had not had fuch a Relation to our Sm ? If
the Law could not charge our Sin on him, in virtue
of his own voluntary Undertaking, ir could have
direction.

neceflary from the

no Ground

in Juflice to inflid our

Pumjhment on

him.
Secondly,

He

became Surety
the which

Duty or Obedience,

for

their

al fo is

Debt of

a Debt ac-

cording to the Stile of the holy Scripture, Gal. v. j.
Debtor to do the whole Law. The Law as a
Covenant of Works, tho' it was broken by them,

A

the Penalty thereof, yet, had
Right, nor ceafed, to exaO: of them
the Obedience, which at firft it required of Man,
as the Condition of Life.
They were ftill bound to
perfect Obedience, and on no lower Terms could

and they had incur'd
neither

loft its

have eternal Life
as our Lord taught the Lawyer
his Humiliation, Luke x. 28 tfhou haft an-,

for

fwered right : tfhis do, and thou (halt live. The
paying bf the Debt of Punifbment, might fatisfy as
to the Penalty of the Bond
But there is yet more
behind, for him who will meddle in the Affairs of
:

die

;

of the Covenant.
71
How fhall the principal Sum

the broken Company.
therein contained, be

Obedience to the

paid

Law,

;

for

namely the Debt of
and Salvation ?

Life

The Honour of God could not allow
of

it

:

And

the quitting

they were abfolutcly unable to pay one

Mite of it, that would have been currant in Heaven
forafmuch as they were without Strength Rom. v. <5,
and dead in TrefpaJJes and Sins Eph. ii. i, quite
as unfit for the doing Part as for the Juffering Part.

But

Chrift

became Surety

too, namely, the

Debt

for this

Debt

of theirs

of Obedience to the

Law

as

Obedience
to it for Life ; obliging himfelf to clear it, by
obeying in their Room and Stead, and fulfilling
what the Law could demand of them in this Kind,
Pfal. xl. 7, 8 Then faid /, Lo, / come— I delight
to do thy Will, O my God: Tea, thy Law is within
tny Heart.
Matth. iii. 15 Thus it becometh us to
Chap. v. 17 Think not
fulfil all Kighteoufnefs.
that I am come to deftroy the Law
; / am not
a Covenant, which was, and

is

the only

—

come

to deftroy,

And
in

Law,

but to

here alfo there

fulfil.

was an Exchange of Perfons

Chrift fubftituting himfelf in their

and taking

Room,

Obligation on himfelf: In virtue of
which, he became the Law'i Debtor for that Obedience owing by them ; and this he himfelt folemnly
own'd, by his being circumcifed Luk. ii. 21, according
to that of the Apoftlc Gal. v. 3. lteftifie again to
every Man that is circumcifed, that he is a Debtdr
to do the whole Law,
For, becoming Surety for
them in this Point alfo, he transferr'd on himfelf
their

of Servitude, whereby the *Law had a
Right to exact that Debt or him, which they, upon the Breach of the Covenant of Works, were
liable in Payment of.
E 4
For
their State

;

Chrift the Surety
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For clearing of this, it is to be confidered, that
Mankind was by the firft Covenant, the Covenant of Works, conftitute God's hired Servants
and a&ually entred to that their Service, in their
Head the firft Adam. And in Token hereof, wc
are all naturally inclin'd, in that Chara&er to deal
with God ; tho' by the Fall we are rendred incapable to perform the Duty of it, Luke xv. 19
all

as one of thy hired Servants.
The Work
they were to work, was perfect Obedience to the
The Hire they were to have for their
holy Law

Make me

:

Work, was

Life.

Rom.

thofe ^things, Jhall live

x.

5

<£be

by them.

Man
The

that doth

Penalty of

breaking away from their Mafter, was Bondage
under the Curfe, GW.'iii. 10 Curfed is every one
that continueth not in all I'hings, which are written
But, violating
in the Book of the Law to do them.
that Covenant of hired Service, they brake away
from their Lord and Mailer So they not only loft
all Plea for the Hire, but they became Bond-men
under the Curfe ; ft ill obliged to make out their
Service, and that, furthermore, in the Mifery of a
State of Servitude or Bondage, Gal. iv. 24 tfbefe
are the two Covenants ; the one from the Mount
Sinai, which gendereth to Bondage.
Their falling
under the Curfe, inrer'd the Lofs of their Liberty,
and conflituted them Bond- men ; as appears from
the Nature of the Thing, and Infcances of the
:

Curfed

Canaan
ix.

23

in
;

other

Cafes, as Gen.

a Servant of Servants

Now

ix.

/hall

25

Curfed be

he

be.

Jofh.

therefore ye (namely, the Gideon it es)

and there flo all none of you be freed from
Bond-men. The very Ground being curfed
(Gen. iii. 17.) falls under Bondage, according to
are curfed,

being

the Scripture, Horn.

viii.

21.

Now

75

of the Covenant.

Now

Chrift

faw

of

or to

it,

fulfil

Room,

in their

all

his fpiritual Seed,

this

in

but unable to bear the Mifery^
the Service: And he put himfelf
as they were Bond men;'; transfer-

State of Servitude

;

ring their State of Servitude on himfelf,

and

fo 6ft-

ing himfelf a Bond-fervant for them.

The

.

Matter in a clear
Light.
That's a plain Teftimony unto it, Philip.
took
ii. '6, 7,8. JVbo being
in the Form of God
obebecame
Servant
--and
Form
a
upon him the
of
The
dient unto Death, even the Death of the Crofs.
Form of a Servant which he took upon him, was
the Form of a Bond fervant.
For fo the Word
the Original, properly (ignifies ; being the fame
holy Scripture

fets this

—

m

Word,

that

is

conftantly ufed in that

New

Tene-

ment Phrafe, which we read bond

or free , or

andfree9

28.

Col.

iii.

i

Cor.

xii.

n. Rev.

13.

xiii.

Gal.
16.

iii.

and

Apoitle leads us to underftand

xix. 18.
it fo

even

the

bond
vi.

And

8.

the

here, telling

became obedient

us, that this great Suixty -fervant

unto Death,

Eph.

Death of

the

Crofs,

The

which Kind of Death was a Roman Punilhmenr,
called by them, the fervile Pumfhment, or Punifliment of Bond-fervant s : Becaufe it was the Death,
that Bond-men Makfactors were ordinarily doom'd
unto Free-men feldom, it ever, according to Law.
And, forafmuch as his being in the Form of God>
denotes his being very God, having the very Nature and Eflence of God ; for the Form is that
which eflentially diftinguifheth Things, and makes
a Thing to be precifely what it is
and this Form
is, according
to the Apoftle, the Foundation of
his Equality with God his Father, which nothing
really different from the Divine EiTence, can be :
-Therefore, his taking upon him the Form of a Bond;

;

fervant,

Chrift the Surety
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fervant, muft neceflarily denote bis becoming really a
Bond-fervant, as really as ever Man did, who- was

brought into Bondage or a State of Servitude.
The Father folemnly declares the transferring of
our State of Servitude on Chrift, fpeaking to him
under the Name of Ifrael, as was cleared before,
Jfa, xiix. 3, ttbou art my Servant , O ^ra*/, /;/
w$0/# / will be glorified. As if the Father had laid
to him, Son, be it known, 'tis agreed that I take

Room

and Place

of Ifrael, the fpi •
Service
ritual Seed, to perform the
due in virtue of
the broken original Contrad : tfbou in their Stead
tfbee in the

art

my Servant

;

my

Bond-fervant (as the

Word

and elfewhere:) *Tis
from thy Hand I'll look for that Service. Agreeable hereunto is the Account we have of our Re~
demptwn from the Curfe Gal. iii. 13, namely, that
it was by Jefus Chrift being made a Curfe for us :
is

rendred Lev. xxv.

$9.

Tor it is written, Qtrfed is every one that hangeth
on a tree \ the which Chrift did, dying on a Crofs,
the capital Punifhment of Bond-men.
Behold the Solemnity of the Translation, P/al.
x\.

6. Sacrifice

mine Ears

baft

and Offering thou
The
thou opened.

didfi

Word

not defire,

here ren-

dered opened, properly fignifies digged, as may be
fecn in the Margine of our Bibles : And fo the

Words

are,

is bored/i,

as

Mine Ears
it

is

thou diggedft thorow ; that
^araphrafe of the

expreft in our

Metre, Mine Ears thou bord. This has
amanifeft View to that Law, concerning the Bondfervant, Exod. xxi. 6. Zhen his Mafter Jhall bring
him unto the Judges, he Jhall alfo bring him to the

Pfalms

in

Door, or unto the Door poft: And his Master (hall
bore his Ear through with an Awl ; and he Jhall
szKwzbimfor ever, that is, in the Language of
the

of

the

Covenant.

75

Law, till Death. This is confirmed from Hof.
So 1 bought her to me for fifteen Pieces
iii. %
which was the Halt or the dated Price
Silver,
of
of a Bond-woman Exod. xxi. 32. In the Original
I digged her tborow to me ; the lame
it is, fo
\Vord being here ufed by the Holy Ghoft, as Pfal.
it 6. 'lis a pregnant Word, which is virtually
two in Signification And the Senie is, I bought
the

:

her and bord her

Ear

my

to

Door-poft, to be

my

Bond woman, according to the Law, Dent. xv.
1 7 fhou /halt take an Awl, and thrufi it through
his Ear into the Door, and be (hall be thy Servant
for ever : Andalfo unto thy Maid-fervant thou (halt
That the boring of her Ear as a Bond'
do likewife.
woman, was no ways inconfiftent with the Prophet's
betrothing of her to himfelf Hof.

Exod.

iii.

3,

appears from

xxi. 8.

Jofepb was an eminent
ther's Servant.

And

Type of Chrift

'tis

as the

obfervable, jrhat he

Fawas

flrit a Bond-fervant , and then an honorary Servant.
In the former State, being fold for a Servant Pfal.

Type of Chrift, a Bond ferv ant
Humiliation; whofe moft precious
Life was accordingly fold by Judas for thirty Piects
of Silver, the dated Price of the Life of a Bondfervant, Exod. xxi. 32 If the Oxjloallpufh a Maricv. 17,

he was a

:

in his State of

:

:

!

!

:
I

fervant, or

he floall give unto their
and the Ox fhall bb

Silver,

In the latter State, being

ftoned.

5

Maid fervant,

Mafter thirty Shekels of

I

40
]\\

able and glorious Service or Mimftry, which was
conierred on him in his State of Exaltation, wherein he

/

made Ruler over

Land

of Egypt Pfal. cv. 21, 22. Gen. xli.
he was a Type of Chrift, in that moil: honour-

all the

was

conltir.iKe

a Servant for whofe

Law

the

J

I

i

JJlesJfjall waitlfaJxliii. i;

4 God
,

having given him

a

j6

Cbrifi the Surety
is above every Name : tfbat

a Name which

at the

Name

of Jefus every Knee JJoould bow, Philip, ii.
This latter Service of Chrift, belongs to the
10.
9,
Promifeoi the Covenant
But the former, to wit,
:

the Bond-fervice, being his Surety-fervice, belongs
to the Condition of the Covenant.
Wherefore,
riling from the dead, having fulfilled the Condition
of the Covenant, paid the Debt for which he be-

came

Surety,

for ever the

and got up the Difcharge, he put

Form and Character

of a

off

Bond fervant,

and rofe and revived, that be might be Lord both
of the Dead and Living, Rom. xiv. o.
And hence it clearly appears, how the Obedience

Man Chrift, comes, in virtue of the Covenant, to be imputed to Believers for Righteoufnefs,
as well as his Satisfaction by Suffering : For that
of the

Kind

of Obedience,

which he performed as our

was no more due by him, antecedently to
his Contract: of Suretijhip, than his Satisfaction by
*Tis true, the human Nature o\ Chrift,
Suffering.
being a Creature, owed Obedience to God in virtue of its Creation ; and muft owe it for ever, forafmuch as the Creature as a Creature, is fubjecl: to
Surety,

the natural

Law

the eternal Rule of Righteoufnefs

:

But ChriiVs putting himfelf in a State of Servitude,
taking on him the Form of a Bond-fervant, and in
the Capacity of a Bond fervant pertorming Obedience to the Law, as it was ftated in the Covenant,
for Life and Salvation, was entirely voluntary.
Obedience to the natural Law was due by the Man
But Obedience to the
Chrift, by a natural Tie
:

Law

binding to be circumcifed, baptized,
and the like, which fuppofed Guilt on the Party
fubje&ed thereto, was not due, but by his own
voluntary Engagement.
And the Obedience of a

fojitive

Son

of the Covenant.
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Son to the natural Law, he owed naturally : But
Obedience to that or any other Law, in the Character of a Bond fervant, and thereby to gain eternal Life and Salvation, he owed not but by ComThe human Nature of Chrift had a complete
pacJ.
Right to eternal Life, and was a&ually poffeft
thereof, in virtue of its Union with the Divine Nature : So that there was no Occafion for him, to
gain Life to bimfelf by his Obedience.
Wherefore
Chrift's taking on him the Form of a Bond fervant*
and in that Character obeying the Law for Life
and Salvation, were a mere voluntary Work of bis,
as Surety for Sinners ; wherein he did that which he

was no other wife bound to, than by his own
voluntary Undertaking.
Now, forafmuch as the
Obedience of Chrift, imputed to Believers for
Righteoufnefs, is his Obedience of this Kind only ;
there is a clear Ground for its Imputation to them*
according to the Covenanr.

And

thus have

we

feen,

Chrift's Suretifhip in the

Covenant to be of the Nature of a Suretimip tor paying One's Debt
and, what the Debt was, which
he became Surety for.
;

9

be enquired, JVhether or not Chrift s Suretifhip is alfo of the Nature of Suretiflvp for One's perIf ic

forming of a Deed ? Or, whether Chrift became
Surety in Way of Caution to his Father, that the

mould believe, repent, and perform fincere
Obedience ? I anfwer, tho' the ElecYs believing, repenting, and fincere Obedience, are infallibly fecured in the Covenant ; fo that whofoever, being
Eletf

Subjeds capable of thefe Things, do live and die
without them, fhall undoubtedly perifh, and are
none of God's Ele# : Yet I judge, that Chrift
did not become Surety

in

the Covenant, in

Way
of

78

Chriftthe Surety

of Caution to his Father, that the Ele& fhould
perform thefe Deeds, or any other ; and that, that

Way of Speaking

not fo well agree with the
Becaufe,
Firft, It doth fomewhat obfcure the Grace, the
free Grace, of the Covenant ; whereas the Covenant
is pnrpofedly fo ordered, as to manifeft it moll
illuftrioufly, being of Faith, that it might he by

doth

Scripture account of the Covenant.

Grace, Rom. h\
Cautionry

for

the

16.

For fuch a

Elect 's

Suretiflrip,

performing

of

or

thefe

Things, mull: needs belong to the Condition of the
Covenant, properly fo called ; as being a Deed of
the Mediator, whereby he promifeth fomething to
God, and engageth that it (hall be performed by
them : And fo thefe Things performed by them
accordingly, mud be a Part of the Condition of the
Covenant.
But that Sinners themfelves perform

any Part

of the Condition

or the

Covenant, properly

fo called, cannot be admitted without Prejudice to

For, fo far as we perthe Grace of the Covenant
form, in our own Perfons, any Part of the Condi'
tion, the Reward is not of Grace , but of Debt
:

for,

Reward
Debt Rom. iv. 4

Ja him that worketh,

is

the

not reckon-

But the
ed of Grace i hut of
Reward is wholly of Grace to us, as it is of Debt
unto Chrjft. : for, To him that worketh not, but
lelieveth on him that juftifieth the Ungodly, his Faith
:

counted for Rtghteoiifnefs ver. s Chap. xi. 6 And
if by Grace, then is it no more of fforks : Otherwife
Grace is no more Grace. Suppofe a Man is Surety
is

.

Zhoufand Pound, for his Neighbour who is
thereupon to have a Right to a certain valuable
Benefit: And that this Man abfolutely becomes
Surety for the whole Sum, excepting only an hundred
Pence* for which hundred Pence alfo he becomes
for a

Cautioner

;

of the Covenant.
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be paid by the Principal,
ofc this Bargain is
the
Condition
that
evident,
'lis
divided between the Surety and the Principal, tho*
indeed their Shares are very unequal : But, however
unequal they are, as far as the hundred Pence which
the Principal pays in his own Perfon, do reach, fo far
Or, put the Cafe, a
the Benefit is of Debt to him.
Surety engageth for the whole of the Sum payable
and befides, is Surety for the Principal's good Be^
haviour : 'Tis evident, that in this Cafe the good
Behaviour of the Principal, is a Part of the Condi-

Cautioner, that

it fhall

tion of the Bargain, as well as the

I

Money

;

who

to

is

fince Caution for

communicate the
•

is

Payment of the

required by him,

Benefit.

At

this

is ftill

well as the former

:

And

the

fo

Reward

Party of Debt unto him, as well as to the

The

Rate,

divided between the Surety and
and the latter performs a Part of it, as

the Condition

Principal

it

Application hereof to the Cafe in

Hand

is,

in

Surety.
is

ob-

J

The Sum

Matter lies here If Chrifl
did, in the Covenant, become Surety in Way of
Caution for his People's performing fome Deed ; the

vious.

of the

:

performing of the Condition of the Covenant, properly fo called, is divided betwixt Christ and
them, however unequal their Shares are: And if
the performing of the Condition

j

[Christ and them;

fo

far

as

is

divided betwixt

their Part of the

Performance goes, the Reward is of Debt to them%
which obfeures the Grace of the Covenant.

I

\

Secondly,

According to the Scripture, the ElecVs
and fincere Obedience, do belong to the promtffbry Part of the Covenant : If
we confider them in their original Situation, they
arc Benefits promised in the Covenant, by God,
unto Chrift the Surety\ as * Reward of his fulfilling
lelieving, repenting,

j

\

!

the

I

8O

Chrift the Surety
of the Covenant.
And fo

the Condition

by

the unchangeable T'ruth of

God, and

they are,
his

exacl

beyond all Poflibility of Failure.
All the Ends of the World shall
Pfal. xxii. 27
remember and turn unto the Lord, ver 30
Seed
shall ferve him ver 31 Vbey shall come, and
shall declare his Righteoufnefs unto a People that
jhall be bom. Pfal. ex. 3 Thy People Jh all he willing
the Day of thy Power.
See Jfa. liii.io with
Juftice, infured

A

m

ver.

Ezek.

1.

If

11.

it

made, and
Bible

the

xxxvi.

?

the'

2<<,

27, 31. Heb. viii. 10,
are thefe Promifes

To whom

be asked,

Promifes of the

like

Nature through
of them are

'Tis evident, that feveral

made

to Chrift exprefly,

as to

them

and the Apoflle anfwers
16 Zb Abraham and his
£0 thy Seed, which
Seed were the Promifes made.
all

Gal.

iii.

—

And

whereas there are found Promifes
wherein Chrift himltlf is the Undertaker, as John
All that the Father giveth me, shall come
vi. ^7

is Chrift.

me ; they are not to be taken for Chrift's enagaging to his Father, as Cautioner for a Deed to be
done by the Seed But therein he fpeaks to Men,

to

:

as Adminiftrator of the Covenant, intrufted with
the conferring on Sinners, the Benefits purchafed
by his Obedience and Death, and made over to
him by the Promife of the Father. Matth. xi. 27
.

.

delivered unto me of my Father.
Come unto me all ye that labour, and are
heavy laden, and I will give you Reft. Luke xxii.
29 And 'I appoint (or difpone) unto you a King-

All

'things are

ver. 2 8

dom, as
unto me.

Thus

my
far

Father hath
of drift's

appointed (or difponedj
SaretiJIjip

in

the

Cove-

nans.
III. Chrift

'

Si

of the Covenant.
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Chrift the Prieft of the Covenant.

AS Adam

was

it

Redeemer, that
So
Covenant
:

neceffory
his

for

fhould become
was nccefiary to

he

•

it

o^ wiiat

he became Surety

Prieft.

And

tor,

'Prieft

A

deals with an offended

the guilty, for

he otiereth to

God,

called of

the

his

of the Covenant, Heb.

Chrift being come an
^things to come.
Prieft

who

Surety in

performing
that he fhould be a

v

ii.

fecond

the

accordingly, confeiYtTrlg to the Cove-

nant, he became the
ix

Chrift,

doing the Part of a Kinfman-

High
is

a

God,
by

Reconciliation,

God upon an
that he may

Prieft of

publick
in

the

good

Perfon,

Name

Sacrifice,

of

which

Altar, being thereto

be accepted.

So a
a

Prieft fpeaks a Relation to an Altar, an Altar to
Sacrifice,

Thefe

and a

whom

Sacrifice to

Sin.

Chrift reprefented in

bdng

Sinners, he

prieft,

appearing before

became

their

God

the Covenant,

Prieft,

in their

their

Name,

to

Higb-

make

them And this
was the great Thing, that the whole Prieftbood
under the Law, and efpccially the High prieftbood,
did typify and point at.
Their Nature was the
Prieft s Garments he put on, to exercife his prieft ly
the fame b.ing pure and undefined in
Office- in
him
And in their Nature he fuftained their Perfons, reprefenting them before God, as their great
High- prieft. A lively Type hereof was Aaron's

Atonement and Reconciliation

for

:

;

:

Names of the Children
the twelve Tribes, upon his two Shoulders,

hearing before the Lord, the
of Ifrael,

8l

Chrift the Prieft

Inthe Shoulder-pieces of the Epbod ; thefe Names
being engraven on two Onyx-ftones fet therein by
Divine Appointment, Exod. xxviii.
10, 12. As
alfo his bearing them in the Breaft-plate, being
engraven on twelve Stones fet therein, *ver. 15
29.
Thus Aaron, the Higb-prieft, was all Ifrael reprefentatively ; an illuftrious Type of Chrift the Prieft
of the Covenant, the fpirituai Ifrael Reprefentative

%

—

7/^.xIix. 3.

The

Adam

his be-

in thefe following

Things

Necejfity of Chrift the fecond

coming a Pw/2, appears
jointly confidered.

whom

Thefe

Firft,

And

he reprefented were Sinners :
new Covenant, without

there could not be a

Provifion

made

required a

without a
to take

for

Prieft.
Prieft,

away

:

and that
;
Covenant was made
becaufe then there was no Sin

removing

The

The

of their Sin

firft

Parties

therein

reprefented, as

Reprefentative, were

confidered as
innocent Perfons.
But the fecond Covenant was
a Covenant of Peace and Reconciliation between an
well

as

offended

the

God and

made but by
fhould be able to

Sinners, not to be

the Mediation of a

Prieft,

who

remove Sin, and repair the injured Honour of God.
Zecb. vi. 13. Hejhallbe a Prieft upen bis <tbrone9
mid the Counfel of Peace floall be between them both
And there was none fit to bear that Character,
but Chrift himfelf. No Man was fit to bear it :
Becaufe all Men were Sinners themfelves, and fucb
an High -prieft became us as was undefiled, fepa-

ratedfrom Sinners Heb vii. 26. 'Tis true, the Ele&
Angels were indeed undefiled: But yet none of
them could be Prieft of the Covenant, becaufe,
Secondly, Sin could not be removed without a
Sacrifice <£ fufficient Value, which they were not
able

of the Covenant.

£|

The new Cpvenant behoved to be
able ro afford.
a Covenant by Sacrifice, a. Covenant written ia
Blood: And without Jbedding of Blood there was
no Remijfion Heb. ix. 22. Therefore the typical
Covenant with Abraham was not made without
the Solemnity of Sacrifice Gen. xv. p ; that he
might know the Covenant to be a Covenant of Rein which a juft God did not fhew his

conciliation,

Mercy, buc in a Way confident with the Honour
of his Jufttce.
Now the Sacrifices of Beafts, yea
and whatsoever the Creatures could pfford tor Sacrifice in this Cafe, were infinitely below tne Value.
'

I

;

But Jefus Chrift becoming a Prieft gave himself
a Sacrifice to God., for eftablifhing tiie Covenai ;
and that Sacrifice was for a fweet-fmellmg Savour
Eph. v. 2, or as the Old Teftamcnt r-irafe is,
Savour of Reft Gen. viii. 2 1 Marg. T-x Reprefemed%
being Sinners, were corrupt and abominable befors
God And he, as it were fmelled a Savour of Difquiet from them, they being a Smoke in his Nofe
l

A

'

\

I

!

j

.

:

revenging Juftice and
aftir.
But the Sacrifice of Chrift hunjelfy
was fie to fend forth fuch a fweet fmeUing Savour
unto God, as fhould quite overcome the abominable
Savour rifing from them, and lay his revenging
lfa. lxv. 5

;

their Sin fet his

Wrath

Juftice

and Wrath to the moft calm and profoundeft

Red.

The

Neceffity of a Sacrifice in the fecond

Cove-

from the Juftice
God requiring the
Execution of the Cur/e of the broken firfi Covenant;
jwhereby the Sinner mould fall a Sacrifice tor his
Sin, according to that Pfal. xciv. 23 He [Jo all bring
upon them their own Iniquity, and Jloall cut them
It was an ancient
\?jf in their own Wickednefs.

Inant, arofe

of

ifUftom, in making of Covenants, to cut a Beaff ia

F

2

wain9

Chrift the Vruft

$4

twain, and to pafs between the Parts of it :-An<i
thai paffng between the Parts, relpected the Falling
of tiie Curfe ot the Covenant upon the Breaker.
Jer. xxxiv. 18 And / will give the Men that have^
tranfgreffed my Covenant, which have not performed
the Words of the Covenant which they had made before

me, when they cut

the

Calf in twain,

paffed between the Parts thereof ; or rather,
agreeably to the Original, / wiU make the

—

and
more

Men

have tranfgrejjed my Covenant
the Calf
which they cut in twain, and paffed between the
Parts thereof. That is, I'll make them as that
I'll execute the
Calf which they cut in twain
Curfe on them, cutting them afunder as Covenantbreakers Matth. xxiv. 51. Now the Covenant of
that

;

Works

being broken,

of the Curfe of

new Covenant,
But had

it

it,

J

u ft ice required this Execution

in order to

the Covenant

been execute on the

the eftablifhing of a
of

Grace and Peace.

Sinners themfelves,

Wrath would have burnt continually
but never would fuch a Sacrifice have
fent forth a Savour fmelling fo fweet, as to be a

the Fire of

on them

;

Savour of Reft to revenging Juftice
Forafmuch
as they were not only mere Creatures, whofe molt
:

exquifite Sufferings could not be a fufficicnt

penfation for the injured

God;
would
ings.

from

Honour

of

an

Cominfinite

they were finful Creatures too, who
have remain cl finful under their SufferWherefore Jefus Chrift being both feparate
Sinners, and equal with God, confented in

but
ftill

Covenant to be the Sacrifice, on which the
Curfe of the firft Covenant might be execute, in
their Room and Stead.
This is lively reprcfented in the Covenant made
with Abraham > in whicii he was a Type of Chrift,
the

Gen.

of the Covenant.
that Covenant God promifed

Gen. xv. In

85
the

De-

Abraham's Seed out of the Egyptian
Bondage, and to give them the Land of Canaan-,
a Type of the Deliverance of ChriiVs fpiiitual Sted
from the Bondage of Sm and Satan, and of putting
liverance; of

them in Poildfion ot Heaven, ver. 13, 14, 16, 18.
Awful was the Solemnity ufed at the Making ot
There were taken a Heifer, a Sheeach ot 'them of three Tears old;
typifying Chrift, who was about three Years in
his publick Miniftry ver. 9. Thefe were, each of
trum, divided in the midfl, hackt afunder by the
Middle ; which rypifird the Execution of the Curfe
ot rhe broken Hrfl Covenant, on Chrifl our Surety
and Sacrifice ror us, ver. o. Abram's driving aivay
the Fowls that came down upon the Carcajes, typified ChriiVs Victory over the Devils, all along
during the Stace or his Humiliation, and efpecially
this

Covenant.

Ram,

goat, and a

1

his t:nimp,

And

dog over them on the Crofs. ver. n.
there was a fmoking Furnace, and a

finally,

Lamp that pajjed between the Pieces-,
wiucn Ugnified the revenging Wrath of God, feizing on Lhrift the Sacrifice, and Juftice therewith

burning

facisfied.

ver. 17.

^thirdly,

No

Sacrifice could be

accepted, but on

an Altar as mould fanfiify the Gift to its neceffary Value and defign'd Effect., Matth. xxiiL

fuc.i

19.

And who

could furnifh that, but Chtift him-

whofe Divine Nature was the Altar, from
whence the Sacrifice of his human Nature derived
its Value and Efficacy as infinice ? Heb ix. 14.
How much more fio all the Blood of drift, who through
felt,

the eternal Spirit, offered

God,

His

purge your
bleiled

Body

himfelf without Spot to

Confidence
(uttering,

F

from dead Works?
bleeding to Death
on

and
3

$6

Chrift the Prieft

on the Crofs

and his holy Soul fcorched and
melted within him, with the Fire of the Divine
Wrath ; both in the mean Time united to his
Divine Nature ; were the Sacrifice burning on the
Altar, from the which God fmelled a fweet Savour,
,•

Wrath, and iatisfying of
Not, that Chrift was a Sacrifice,
only while on the Crofs
But that his offering of
himfelf a Sacrifice ; which was begun from his Into the appealing of his

his Juftice fully.

:

carnation in the Womb, the Sacrifice being laid
the Altar in the firft Moment thereof ; and was

on

continued through his whole Life

was compleated
;
Grave. Heb. x. 5. Wherefore when he cometh into the World, he faith, Sacrifice and Offering thou wouldeft not, hut a Body
Ver. 7. Then [aid /,
haft thou prepared me:
Lo, I come, Ifa. liii. 2 When wejhallfee him, there
is no Beauty that wejhould defire him.
Ver. 3 He
a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with Grief.
is
% Cor. v. 21 He hath made him to be Sin for us.
Laftly, There behoved to be a Prieft to offer?
this Sacrifice, this valuable Sacrifice, unto God,
upon that Altar : Elfe there could have been no
Sacrifice to be accepted, and fo no Removal of
Sin, and confequently no new Covenant. And (incc
Chrift himfelf was the Sacrifice, and the Altar too,

on

the Crofs,

and

in the

—

he himfelf alone could be

much

as the

Weight

And

the Prieft.

foraf-

of the Salvation of Sinners, lay

upon his Call to that Office ; he was made Prieft
of the Covenant, by the Oath of God, Heb. vii. 20,
21.

As

make

he

had

full

Power over

himfelf a Sacrifice for others

his
:

own

So

Life, to

his Father's

invefting of him with this Office, by an
Oath, gave him Accefs to offer himfelf effectually ;

folemn

even iu fuch Sort as thereby to

fulfil

the Condition

;

of the Covenant,
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of the Covenant, and to purchafc eternal Life for

them.

Inferences from

the fecond Head.

I fhall fhut up this Head, of the Making of the
Covenant of Grace, with two Inferences from the

whole.
Inf. 1 What remains for Sinners, that they may
be personally and favingly in Covenant with God,
is not, as Parties ContracJers and Undertakers to

make

a Covenant with him, for Life and Salvation
but only, to take hold of God's Covenant already
made from Eternity, between the Father and Chrift
the fecond Adam, and revealed and offered to us in

the Gofpel, Ifa. lvi. 4, 6. I have no Defign, hereby to diiparage our Covenants, made for National

Reformation by our godly Progenitors, and commonly called the National Covenant, and Solemn
League and Covenant, on which God fet the
Seal of his good Pleafure, in the Experience of
many. Thefe, and the like, are Covenants of Duties,
confequential enough to the taking hold of God's
Covenant of Grace. Neither would I difcourage
any ferious Souls, from taking held of God's Covenant of Grace, for eternal Life and Salvation to
themfelves, with all the awful Solemnity of the
mod exprefs Words, yea and of writ ting and fub~
which is commonly
fcr thing it with their Hands
called perfonal Covenanting.
But I would have all
to beware of a pra&ical corrupting of the Covenant
of Grace, by making Covenants of their own, upon
fuch and -fuch Terms, which they will fulfil jot
Life and Salvation. The carnal Jews, miftaking
the Defign of the giving of the Law, did fo cor•

rupt the Covenant of Grace

F 4

;

lookipg for Life

and

Salva-

;

88
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from

Salvation, not for the Sake of the <promtfed Seed
alone, but for their Obedience, (uch as

the moral

And

and ceremonial Laws.

it

was, to

many,

thus

thinking that eternal Salvation is pfopoftd to trum
in the Word, upon the Condition or Faitn, Repentance, and ilncere Obedunee to God's Law,

do

confent to tixii <fe-rms, a>'d

to perform

them

;

binding

juft

folernnly undertake

thsmfelves

can

they

perfuade

themfeh'ts, thai

their Part or the Covenant,

Salvation thereupon,

they

they look

fuch

to

and fuch Duties, that doD may jave their
And fo they make their G venamv And

Souls

while

perform

for Life

and

dpth quite overturn
the Nature of the Covenant o! Grace
to him
t or
that worketh, the Reward is not reckoned of Grace,
hut of Debt, Rom. iv. 4, Ana, if it be of U'orks x
then is it no more Grace, Chan. xi. 6. The Sinfuli his

:

ovc looking Christ,
by the
Appointment of the Father; and putting themfelves in his Room, to do and work for tlumfclves,
And tile Danger of it muff needs be
for Life.
great, as laying a Foundation to bear the Weiphc
of their Salvation, which Divine VVjldorn faw ro
tiefs

of this Practice

is

great* as

the great Undertaker and Parry contractor

The Iffoe whereof mnft
Covenanters^// ly down in Sorrow-.

be quite unable to b.ar
be, that fuch

So

it.

the Apoftle determines.

Gat

v.

4

Cbrifl

is

be-

tome of no Effecl unto you, whofoever of you are
jujtified by the Law ; ye are fallen from Grace.
Our Part then, in this Cafe, is only to take hold
of God's Covenant made already, and offered and
This Hold is taken
exhibited to us in the Gofpe.1.
Scripture-account,
the Hand
which
is
in
by Faith,

of the Soul John

pUiofy

carries

i.

it,

1

2.

Ifa.

So
lvi.

the original
4, 6

Expreflion

Stbat fatten, in

my

Head.

the fecond
my Covenant.
Word, Hand,
q.

d.

That

In

fexprVft Gen. xxi.

f

aft en [their

to fay, "

g^

which Phrafeology, the

Hand],

18)

is

/';;

rns

correlat

undcrflood;
Covenant';

Who

by the Hand of Faith, take
" raft hold of my Covenant," as Adonijah
did of
the Horns of the Altar \ Kings i. 50, wherein
the
fame Manner of Exprttfion is ufed.
And this you
do, by taking hole ot Christ in the free
rromife
ot the Gofpel ; believing that he is held
forth
chat

is

to

you in particular, confiding and trufting
hi m
your Saviour, for your Salvation from Sin and tFratb,
upon the Ground ot God's Faithfulnejs in the Promife, that whofoever believethm him jh all not
peri/b,

^

m

but have everlafting Life : For he is given
for a
Covenant to you, Jja. xhx 8 and to receive
him
is to believe on his Name John i. 12.
This is our making a Covenant with God
by
Sacrifice, which is mentioned Pfal. 1. 5.
The original E^pRfTion is, float cut n}y Covenant
upon a
Sacrifice ; namely, by laying their Hands,
in Faith,
on the Head of the Sacrifice, thereupon
cut-

down

Scead
And fo, ceremonially transferring
their Guiit on the Sacrifice
but really and fpirttually, approving of the Device of
Salvation
in

their

:

•

by a

crucified Saviour,

and

falling in

with

it

as the

thod

Me-

o\ Salvation for them.
In this Way of covenanting, xhtfree Grace of the Covenant is
preferred
pure and entire: For to him that wofketb
not but
beheveth on him that juftifietb the ungodly,
his Faith
ts counted for Kigbteoujnefs
Rom. iv. 5. Here the
Honour of fole Undertaker and Party-contrafter
in
the Covenant, is according to the

pointment,
Pfal.

Father's Ap-

left

lxxxix.

to

i 9%

Christ

the

One

Here the fecond

that is

Adam

mivbty

builds the

Temple,

^O

Inferences

from

Temple, without our laying one Stone

therein, in

our own Perfons; even as the firfi Adam laid it
in Ruins, without our pulling down of one Stone of
it, in our own Perfons : And Christ bears the
perfonal Glory of the Reparation, even as Adam
the perfonal Blame of the Ruine. Zech. vi. £3. And
at this Rate, the Soul doth in &me, for her own
Part, give her folemn Approbation of the Covenant
made from Eternity, and a perfonal Confent to what
'Chrift from everlafting confented to, in her Name :

Even as the
Childhood,

Princefs

married by

when

Proxy, in her

come to age, by
receiving her Husband.
Likeas all Adam's Children, as fuch, taking Salvation to Heart, and
therefore covenanting with God, do in Effect repat the Covenant of Works made with Adam their
Reprefcntative
So all the. fecond Adam's Seed, as
fuch, taking Salvation to Heart, and therefore
covenanting with God, do in effect repeat the Covenant of Grace made with Christ their RepreIn the making of the Covenant before
fentative.
the World began, the Father propofed to Chrift as
ratifies all

fhe

is

:

fecond Adam their Head and Reprefentative, thae
he fhould take Burden upon him for them, and be

Kinfman-Redeemer, their Surety for their
Punifhment and Duty, and their Prieft
And Chrift confented thereto from Eternity,
<
Amen, for my Part, fays the elect Soul, in time
>
their

Debt

of

the covenanting Day : *Tis infinitely well ordered ; I'm a loft Sinner, a Debtor to Qivine Juflice,
a guilty Creature ; he's, with my whole Heart and
in

My

My

My

Surety,
Kinfman-Redeemer,
Part of the Punifhment incur'd, and
cf the Duty owing, is a vaft and exceeding great
Part of that Debt $ but my Soul is well content of,

Soul,

Prieft:

My

and

the fecond Head.
91
mdrefts in that Method of paying it. 2 Sanu
xxiii. $ He hath made with me an everlafting Covenant (Heb. He .hath put to me an everlafting
this is all my Salvation and all my
Covenant)The Father faid to Chrift as their RepreDefire.

—

,

For thy fo Doing and Suffering, / will be
their God, and they fh all he my People : Amen,
faid Chrift from Eternity ; All mine are thine John
fentative,

10

xvii.

:

Amen

for

my

Pare, fays the elect Soul in

This Heart of
God,
belong
fome
to one or
mine muft have
Imuft
I
been
have
for
long
another
But
other ; and too
now, Timber of the Houfe, and Stones of the Walt,
the

Time

of perfonal Covenanting.

:

my

bear Witnefs,

and

refts in this

that the

jy,

Chrift be

Soul

is

content with, contents to,
difpofing of me ; name-

Method of

God and

my God

Father

in Chrift,

and

from henceforth and for ever.
This Manner of covenanting

of our

Lord

is

committing himfelf

of a Phyfician,

who

even as

;

Haads

for Cure, into the

cures

with

inconflftent

a Purpofe or Deiire of continuing in Sin
one's

Jelus

I one of bis People,

infallibly, is inconGftent

with a Defire to keep his Difeafe hanging about
r
Chrift being made of God unto us
t]doury
;
Plighteoufnefs, Sanfiification, and Redemption, 1 Cor.

U

him

i.

30. It n.Cvftanly carries

along with

of Chrift tor a Prophet and a

it,

a taking

King and Lord unto

qs; as fuch a one doth neceflarily yield himfelf to
Management. In it one joins him-

the Phyfician's
felf

to Chrift as his Covenant-head,

who

aifo

is

the

Covenant ; and fo fubjects
himfelf to his teaching and Government.
And 'tis
fuch a Way of covenanting as no profane Perfou,
Adminiftrator of the

n

r

Hypocrite, continuing fo, ever did or can

in with.

For (1)

It

(peaks a Hearc

fall

concent

to.

part

91
part with

Inferences
all

from

Sin, well-pleafed

Ch rift's

with

Salvation, whereof the principal Part

is

whole

to fave his

People from their Sins Matth. i. 21
whereas unfound Covenanters are always offended with fome
one Thing or other in Chrift Chap. xi. 6. (2) It
(peaks a Soul carried out of all Confidence in its
felf, its own Working and Doing for Life and Salvation ; and bottomed only upon Chrift's Doing and
Suffering, lor that End.
And thus, fuch a Covenanter, being poor in Spirit Matth. v. 3. and rejoyctng in Chrifi J ejus-, and having no Confidence in
the Flefh Pnilp. iii. 3. is diftingmihed from the
frefumptuous Hypocrite, whofe Confidence for Life
and Salvation is ever upon his own Doing and
Working, either m whole or in Part : As alfo from
;

the defpairing Unbeliever,

who hath

no Confidence,

himfelf, that he fhall have
Life and Salvation ; however ne may believe firmly
So this Faith, this Covenanting,
that others ihall.
is quite another Thing, than eicher the falfe Faith
of the prefumptuous Profane and prefumptuous Hypocrite ; or the No-faith of the defperate, or the
wavering Doubter, who can never fix in greater or
lefler Meafure of Confidence in Chrift, for Salvation
to himfelf, Ja. i. 6. But let him ask in Faith y
nothing wavering : For he that wavereth is like a
Wave of the Sea, driven with the Wind, and
neither in Chrift, nor in

Ver. 7. For let not that Man think that he
fhall receive any ^hing of the Lord.
of Believing
If any think this to be an eafy
toffed.

Way

or Covenanting,

either they miitake

it,

or they try

upon fome Ground we fee in our
To
it not.
But to believe, merely,
natural
:
fehes, is very
another,
namely, Righteoufnefs
in
Ground
upon a
in Cbrtft, and Faithfulnefs in Gody while all in our
believe,

felves

Head.

the [econd
make

9J

above the Reach
crt
Nature.
A Confcience thoroughly awakened,
wilj convince a Sinner, that 'tis a Matter o£ greatefi

felves tends to

us defpair,

is

Difficulty.
2.

Inf.

as

Juflifying Faith, tho'

it

receives Chrifl: in

Offices, as Prophet, Pneft, and King ; yet
enters us perfonally into the Covenant, and

his

all

it

juftifies,

eyes

it

him

in his prieflly Office particular-

High prieft, who hath
by the Sacrifice of himas the Surety, who undertook and compleated
fclf
che Payment of the Debt oi Punifhment and Duty ;
and as the Kinfnan-Redeemer y who having married
our Nature to the Divine Nature in himfelf, redeem'd the morgag'd Inheritance with his own

ly

namely, as the

;

made Atonement

great

for Sin,

;

Blood, gave himfelf a Ranfom for us to deliver us
from our fpiritual Bondage, and by his. Death
deftroyed him that had the Power of Death. Rom.
p

.

iii

25

Whom God hath

fet forth to be

a Prcpitia-

n

Blood. Chap. v.
Our
Lord Jefus Chrifl, by whom we have- now received
the Atonement.
The Comfort for a wounded Con-

tion y through Faith in his

with the Guilt of Sin,

lies here.
This
which the convinced
Sinner, (landing trembling before the juft Judge of"
the World, lifts his Eyes, and makes his Recourfe
For there and only there, can one fee
for Safety
a Ranfom, a Righteoufnefs, an Atonement. In his
prophetical and kingly Office, he adminiftrates the
Covenant
But in his prieftly Office, he perform'd
the Condition of it.
So it is the Foundation of the
5
©ther two.
Twas by the Sacrifice of himfelf, that
the Word and Spirit of the Covenant, whereby he

fcience, (ick
is

that

Office

of Chrift, to

:

:

teacheth Sinnets, were purchafed

be obtaiu'd his Kingdom.

:

And

And
his

thereby alfo

hitercejfion is

founded

Inferences from, dec.
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founded upon his Oblation.

and that confidered
offering his Sacrifice,

So

his

prieftly Office,

particularly in

point of

his

doth as the Found ation-ltone,

bear the Weight of the Salvation of Sinners, and
of the Honour oi God and the. Mediator therein.
Wherefore,' it is not ftrange, that his Inveftiture.
with the prieftly Office was confirmed .by the Oath

of

God

;

a Solemnity not ufed,

in'

the Cafe of his

prophetical and kingly Offices.

And

-thus far of the

Making

of the

Covenant.

HEAD

9$

HEAD
The Parts of

in.

the Covenant

of

Grace.

HE

Tarts of the Covenant of
Grace, being the Things therein
agreed upon, betwixt God and
Chrift the

fecondAdam,

are two,

to wit the conditionary Part, and
the promijfory Part.
Thefe comiprehend the whole of the Covenant, and of
I

we

them

{hall treat in order.

tithe

first

Part of the Covenant,

namely,

the

Conditionary Part.

TH

E

Condition

properly and

of a Covenant or

commonly

fo called,

Bargain,
is,

That

Part of a Covenant or Bargain, upon the performing

,

The

$6

conditionary Part

ing of which one's Right to the Benefit promffed is
founded, and his Plea for it is dated, as becoming
due to him for that his Performance, according to
and in virtue of the Agreement between the Parties.

This

a federal Condition , a Covenant-condition,

is

or the Condition of a Covenant

>
and what all Men,
common.. Con verfation, underftand by the Condition of'a Covenant or Bargain.
As, for Inftance,

in

thejjwgg of fuch

a

Sum

of

Money

for fuch a

Com-

modity, according to the Agreement between the
Parties, is the Condition of a Covenant of Commerce,
3ale, or Traffick
The working of fuch a Piece of'
Work, or doing of fuch a Deed, for fuch a Reward,
agreed upon by the Parties, is the Condition of a
Covenant of Service or Hire./
Befides this, there is alfo what is called a Condition of Connexion, or Order, in a Covenant ; whereby one Thing neceflarily goes before another, in
the Order of the Covenant, without being the
Ground upon which one's Right and Title to that
other Thing is founded
As, in the former Inftances, the Buyer's Receiving of the Commodity,
and the Hireling's Receiving of the Reward, covenanted or bargained for, muft needs go before their
Pofleflion or Enjoyment of them ; but 'cis evident,
that that Receiving is not the Thing, upon which
the Buyer's Right and Title to the Commodity, or
the Hireling's Right and Title to the Reward, is
founded
Therefore, tho' it may be called a ConConnexion
dition of
in the refpe&ive Covenants, yet
:

3

:

it

cannot, in any Propriety of Speech, be called the

Condition of them.
In
to apply thefe Things to our Purpofe.
as
forafrouch
Grace,
of
the Order of the Covenant

Now

the having of the Spirit muft go before Faith, Faith
before

of the Covenant.
before Juftification,

97

before SancYifica-

Heaven's

before

Holinefs

tion,

may

Justification

Happinefs

,•

theft

be called Conditions in the Covenant of Grace,

to wic Conditions of certain

Connexion

:

And

this

belongs to the eilablifhed Order of the Promifes of
the Covenant, which are contradiftinguifhed to the

Howbeit fuch CondiCondition of the Covenant.
no proper Senie be called, the Conditi-

tions can

m

on or Conditions of the Covenant of Grace ; more
than the Buyer's Receiving o{ the Commodity, can

be called the Condition of the Covenant or Bargain
of Sale. But the Condition of the Covenant of Gracet
properly fo called, is, Chrift in the Form or" a Bondi'ervant,

as

Adam,

laft

Redeemer, Surety and

Kinfman-

Keprefentative,

Righte*
the
in
virtue
of
broken
Covenant
owing,
of
oufnefs
Works, unto God, by his fpirjtual Seed, Mattb. iii.
T*bus it becometh us to fulfil all Right eoufnefs.
1
,

Prieit-,

hisfulfiling all

5:

For clearing

this

ot

Purpofe, I lhall (i) Evince

Covenant; (2) Exand unfold that Righteou fuels, the Fulfiling
whereor was made the Condition of the Cove-

this to be the Condition of the

plain

nant.

First,

To

evince that this

is

Condition of

the

Covenant of Grace, confider
Firft, ChriJTs fulfilling all Right eoufnefs , as fecdnd
Adam, is, what the Father propofed unto him as
the Terms en which his Seed mould be faved, and
upon which he founded his Promife of eternal Life
to be given them
and not any Work or Deed of
the

\

theirs.

Ifa.

liii.

An Offering for

He Jh all fee
fatisfied

:

Servant

10 IVhen thou

fjjalt

make

of the Travel of his Souly

By

his

juftify

Knowledge

many

:

Jhall

For

his Soul

n

Ver.
andjball hi

Sin, he /hall fee bis Seed.

my Righteous

be pall bear their

:

I'he conditionary Part

.98

Luke

Iniquities.

tfeftament in

xxii.

20

tfhis

Cup

my Blood, which

is

the

is JJjed

And the fame is that which Chrift as
Adam did from Eternity confent unto,

New

for you*

the fecond

undertake,

and bind himfelf for ; and which he did, in Time,
according to Agreement perform. Thus he himfelf
reprefents

it,

Matth.

iii.

15

tfhus

it

btecometh us

namely, as it becometh
a Ferfon of Honour and Credit to fulfil his Bargain.
Luke xxiv. 26 Ought not Chrift to have fuffered
thefe ^things ? To wit, as one ought to perform the
Condition of a Covenant or Bargain, he has agreed

to fulfil

all

Righteoufnefs

;

to.

Secondly, This is the only Ground of a Sinner's
Right and Title to eternal Life : And upon nothing
elfe

can he

fafely

found his Plea before the Lord,

and Salvation. Eph. i. 7 In whom we
have Redemption through his Blood, the Forgivenefs

for Life

'of Sins, according to the

Riches of his Grace. Philip,

p ihat I may win Chrift ; and be found in
but
himy not having mine own Righteoufnefs
the Right eoufnefs which is of God by Faith.
Surely,
upon the Condition of the Covenant fulfifd, cne
may found his Plea before the Lord, for the Benefits
But no Man may found
promifed in the Covenant
his Plea before the Lord, for thefe , on any Work
or Deed of his own whatfoever, no not on Faith it

iii.

— —

S,

:

but only on ChrilVs fulfilling all Righteoufnefs
Work nor Deed of ours whatfoever,
no not Faith it felf, can be the Condition of the Covenant of Grace properly fo called; but only,
The Sinner
Chrift's fulfilling all Right'eoufnefs
(landing in the Court of Confcience, trembling before the Lord, flees in under the Covert of that
Righteoufnefs fulfii'd by the Mediator, and dare

felf

1

Therefore, no

oppoife

of the Covenant.
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oppofe nothing but it to the condemning Sentence
of the Law, giving up with all other Pleas for Life

and Salvation. Believing in Chrifl is the Pleading
upon that Ground, not the Ground of the Sinnner's
It faith My Lord and my God in the Vromife
Plea
%
upon the Ground of Cbrift's fulfilling all Right eouf:

the Condition of the Covenant.
any will make it the Ground of their Plea,
they muft needs produce it as a Work of a Lawy
that is, as a Deed done by them, whereby they have
fulfilled and anfwered a Law, and whereupon they
crave the Benefit promifed The which will, according to the Scripture, be found a dangerous AdGal. ii. 16. and v. 4.
venture, Rom. Hi. 20.
thirdly, 'Tis by this and this alone, the Salvation of Sinners becomes a Debt: Therefore this alone
For the Reward
is the Condition of the Covenant.
is of Debt to him and him only, who fulfils the Con2o him that worketb, not to
dition of a Covenant
htm that worketh not, but belie veth Rom. iv. 4, 5.
And fo it is of Debt to Chrift alone, not to us :
And therefore 'twas he that fulnVd the Condition
This is
of the Covenant; we fulfil no. Part of it.
primitive
Situation
the
of Manconfirm'd, from
kind with Reference to eternal Life, in the firft
nefSj allanerly, as

If

:

,•

Adam's Covenant, duly confidered. The Condition
And, acthereof was perfect active Obedience.
cording to the Nature of that Covenant,
bedience had been

him and

his,

to him.

And

fulfil'd

by Adam,

if

this

O-

eternal Life to

would thereupon have become a Debt
the Plea of his Pofterity

for Life, in

not have been founded on their
ferfonal Obedience coming after that Fulfilment ;
iince it would not have been the Performance or the
that Cafe, would

j

ConditiOUybut the Fruit of the frwnife, of the Coyei

G

*

wuits

The
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condiiionary

Tart

nant : But it would have been founded on that
Performance of Adam their Representative ; forafrouch as, in the Cafe fuppofed, it would have bem
the only Obedience whereby the Condition of that
Covenant was fulfilled And fo they would have
obtained Lite, not for any pergonal Work or Deed
of theirs ; but for the Obedience of the firft Adam
their Reprefentative, to which God did gracioufly
make the Promife of Life, in the firft Cove:

nant-

Fourthly, Faith and Obedience are Benefits proin the Covenant, upon the Condition of it, as

mifed

and in virtue of the
hath been already evinced
Promife s of the Covenant, they are produced in the
Eieft : Therefore they cannot be the Condition of
And cleft Infants are faved, tho*
the Covenant.
they are neither capable of believing nor of obeying ;
Howbeit, the Condition of the Covenant, muft needs
be performed, either by themfehes who are faved ?
or elfe by another in their Stead. Therefore, Chriffs
fulfilling all Rigbteoufnefs, which is the only Obedience performed in their Stead, muft be the alone
proper Condition of the Covenant.
Laftly, The Covenant of Grace doth fo exclude
our Boafting, as the Covenant of Works did not.
This is clear from Rom. ill ij Where is Boaftin*
;

By what Law ? Of Works r
It is excluded.
Nay : But by the Law of Faith. But if any Deed
or Work of ours be the Condition of the Covenant
then ?

in whole or in Part, our Boafting is not
excluded, but hath Place therein, as in the Covenant of Works ; the Difference being, at moll, but

of Grace,

in point of Degrees

:

For, according to the Scrip-

fulfilling the Condition ot a
Covenant, that gives the Ground of Boafting ; for-

ture,

it is

Working, or

afmuch

;

of the Covmant.

loi

to him that worketh the Reward is
afmuch
reckoned of Debt : Ana Life being of ox by Works
in the Covenant of Works, tho* not in the Way of
as

Merit, but in

proper

only, this gave

Way

Men

the

of Paction or Compact

Ground

or Boafting y

in

Therefore, fo far as Life and Salvation are of or by any
Work or Deed ot ours, as fulfilling the Condition
of tie Covenant of Grace, our Boafting is not exlace therein as in the Covenant
cluded, but hath
of Wjiks Wherefore, fince the Covenant ot Grace
is fo framed, as ro leave no Ground lor our
Boafting no Work nor Deed of ours, but Chrift's fulfilthat Covenant, according to the Scripture.

y

ling all Righteoufnefs, even that alont, is the Condi-

the

tion oi

Covenant of Grace

i

And

our Lite

and

Salvation are neither of Works, nor by Works, as
fulfilling the Condition of the Covenant, ^ttt. iii. 5.
Not by V orks of Righteoufnefs which we have

Mercy he faved

done, but according to his
ii.

Not

9

of

Works,

left

any

us,

Man

Eph.
[bould

BOAST.

-

God forbid we fhotild go about to juftle Faith
and Obedience out of the Covenant of Grace! thefe
who do fo in Principle or Pra&ice, will thereby
juftle the mfe Ives out of the Kingdom of Heaven y
Match, v. 1 9 Who/oever flail break one of thefe
leaft Commandments, and fiall teach Men fo, he
fhall be called the lead in the

that

is,

Kingdom of Heaven

he fhall be treated as he treated that one of

Commandments, he fhall be judged unworthy
of the Fellowfhip of that Kingdom.
Faith is neceffary, favingly to intereft us in Jefus Chrift the
thefe

Head
eternal

ot the

Covenant And none can attain to
without a&uai believing^ who
:

Happinefs,

are Subjects capable of
\

G

it ;

3

nor can any attain it
without

The
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condrtionary Part

Without the Spirit of Faith indwelling in them.
Obedience is necetfary, as the chkt Tubordinate
End of the Covenant, being that whereby God
hath his Glory he defign'd therein and without
Obedience begun here, none who are Subje&s capable
But withal 'tis neceifary,
of it, can fee Heaven.
;

that they be kept in the Place and Station affignM
them in the Covenant, by the Father and the Son,

from Eternity. By Faith we perfonally embrace the
Covenanr, confent to, and reft in, the Condition of
the Covenant, fulfilled by Chrift ; and To are juftified and brought into a State of Salvation. John
x. 9 I am the Doer : By me if any Man enter in,,
Compare John i. 12. and iii.
he Jhall be faved.
16. and xiv. 6. By evangelical Repentance and
Gofpel Obedience, we teftify our I'hankfulnejs to
God, and evidence the Truth of our Faith, and our

being within the Covenant.
chofen Generation,

a

1

ii. 9
Te are a
an holy Nation,

Pet.

royal Priesthood,

a peculiar People ; that ye Jhould Jhew forth the
Praifes of him who hath called you out of Darknefs
in%o his marvellous Light

:

Ver. 10 Which in 'time

paft were not a People, but are now the People of
God: Which had not obtained Mercy, but now have
Compare Rom. vi. 1 3. and xii.
obtained Mercy.
it

2.

1

Cor. vi. 20.

Jewim Church, of
Mich. vi. 8 He hath Jhew ed thee, O Man,
what is Good 1 and what doth the Lord require of
thee, but to do juflly, and to love Mercy, and to
walk humbly with thy God} In the 6th Verfe a
mod important Qtieflion is put, concerning the
Acceptance of a Sinner with God, how it may be
obtained, Wherewith jhall I come before the Lord >
This, the Prophet taught the

old-,

And

feveral coftly

Expedients for that Purpofe are
proposed

of the Covenant.
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propos'd by the Sinner, even to the Giving of the
Fruit of bis Body for the Sin of his Soul, Vu\ 6, 7.

Prophet anfwers that Queflion in a Word,
upbraiding them with grofs Stupidity, in
their gropping for the Wall in Broad day Light,
He hath /hewed thee,
even as in the Night
Man, what is Good, that is what is goodly, valuable, and acceptable, in the Sight of God, for that
Purpofe, even for a Sinner's obtaining Pardon and
Acceptance with God ; namely, the Meffias, Jefus

But

the

tacitly

O

:

Chrift

had

facrifked for Sinners.

all

was what God
and by the whole
to them, and fct be~
<this

along, by his Prophets,

ceremonial Law, pointed out

fore them, as thp Good for that Purpofe, that they
might by Faith look thereto and be faved Ifa.
xlv.

22.

And

in the Stile of the

Holy Ghoft,

Chrift

elfcwhere fpoken of under the fame Notion. 2 Chron. xxx. 18 The good Lord pardon every

crucified

is

his Heart to feek God.
Orig.
Good make Atonement for &c. PfaL
lxxxv. 12 *the Lord JhaU give that which is good;
or floall give the Good.
Compare John. iv. 10 If
thou kneweft the Gift of God, and' who it is. Ifa.
Iv. 2 Eat ye that which is good.
Compare Jobu
vi. 55
My FlefJo is Meat indeed. Job xxxiv. 4 Let
us know among our felves what is Good. Ver. j For
Job hath faid, 1 am righteous. Now, being thus
one, that prepareth

Jehovah

the

accepted of God, what doth he require of thee in
point of Gratitude, but to do juftly, as one accepted not without a Righteoufnefs anfwering the De-

mands

of Juftice and Judgment, and to love Mercy,
one who hath obtain 'd Mercy, and to walk
humbly with thy God, as one who is free Grace's
Debtor ? In the fame Manner of Expreilion, doth

as

G

4

Mofes

The
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conditionary

Part

Mo'es addrefs himfelt to the People fecur'd of the
Pofleflion of Canaan by the Oath of God, and bei,
ing juft to enter upon k.Deut x
12 AndnoW
Ifraely what doth the Lord thy God require of thee %
but to fear the Lord thy God &c ? namely, in pome
of Gratitude for bis giving thee that good Land.
Infer. From what is kid it appears, That your
Life and Salvation entirely depend on your ipecial
If ye are poflcft
Jnterefl in Chrifi's Right eoujnefs.
pf it, your Salvation is fecure
It not, Salvation is
far from you. If yon were never fo full of your own
Righteoufnefs, Works, Doings and Sufferings, all
is but filthy Rags in this Cafe, and cannot ^ivc you
a Right or Title to Lire: And alt ho* you can fee
nothing of your own, in your fei.ves, which you can
i

y

:

lean to before the

Lord

;

yet

if

the Righteoufnefs of

by Faith, your Life
and Salvation are firm as a Rock,
Cafe. Flow then ihall I know rhat Chtift's RighChrift

is

yours in

Pofleflidn,

is indeed ?;////*? in
Poffffion?
Anf Ihe
Lord himfelf gives a diftinguifhing Character of
fuch happy Poffeffors, Ifa. li. 7 Hearken unto me,
ye that know Righteoufnefs, the People in whojeHeart is my Law. They- that know Right eoujnefs.

teoufnefs

are, in

you

not,

you not
Parts.

thefe whofe u is,
Matth. nv, 12 / know
ye're none of mine, I acknowledge

th^jBriJe of the Scripture,

agreeable

to the Phrafe

q,

d.

as mine.

(1)

They

So

this

Character confilts ot

are fuch as acknowledge.

two

Ch rift's*

Righteoufnefs as their only Righteoufnefs in the
God, and look to it alone for Life and
Salvation, renouncing all their own Righteoufnefs,
Sight of

Ifa. liii 11 By his Knowledge fioall my righteous
Servant juftifie many, that is by the Knowledge
®% Acknowledgment of biw> which is by Faith.

(0 They
~i

of the Covenant.
They have the Law of God in

(1)

The

righteous

holy

People.
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Hearts.

rheir

by Faith, are a
make Confcience of internal

People, righteous

They

For the holy Law rules within them,
Eye reacheth, but the Eyes
and their own Conferences. So they are

Obedience

:

tven there whither no
of

Goo

diftineuiihed

from

Hypocrites,

who

are

like unto

outward, but within
They make Conference of
full of all Uncle annefs.
For, as the Candle burnexternal Obedience roo
Lanthorn, will mine through
ing within the
it, fo the Law
of God ruling in the Heart, canwhited

Sepulchres, beautiful

:

not mifs to

rule

tion too, Matth.
thy whole

/ingle,

>ly

Life

and

Conven-

12 Jf therefore thine Eye be

Body ./hail

be full of Light.

A nd

from the Profane, whofe
Lives declare th m to have neither Part nor

fo tney are

unh
Lot

the

in

vi.

diftinguilhed

3, 4 Who
Place? He that hath clean
Hands'.
And the Law is not only in their Minds,
by its Li^ht to drive tftem to Obedience
as in
the Cafe oi Legalifts, who work like Slaves : Bur
it is
in their Hearts and Affections, discovering to
their Souls the Beauty of Holinefs ; and fo drawing them to all Obedience*, and caufing. them to
work (ike Sons to a Father. Their Hearts are reconciled to the Purity of the holy Law, and they
delight in it after the inward Man Rom. vii. 22.
and would fain reach a full Conformity unto it,

(hail

in

ft

tin's

and

Righreoufnefs, Pfal. xxiv.

in his

holy

;

I

'

1

J

1

O

faying from the Heart,
that my Ways were diretfed to keep thy Statutes ! Pfal. cxix. 5.

Secondly, To unfold that Right eoufnefs, the
which was made the Condition of the
Covenant of Grace, we lhall view it in the feveral
Parts thereof. That Righteoufnefs, forafmuch as

fulfilling of
J

j

I

it

'

Holmefs of Nature.

io6
was

Room

and Stead of
from the Law
or broken Covenant of Works, which they were
For the Law, or broken Covenant
lying under
of Works, was fo far from being negk&ed in the
it

to be fulfilled in

Sinners, was,

and muft

the

be, ftated

:

new Bargain, that whatfoever it had to charge
upon, or demand of, the Parties contracted for in
the new Covenant, was fummed up, and fet down
therein, to be fully cleared by Chrift their Surety
contracting for them.
Now, ftating that Righteoufnefs from thence, it will be found to confift of
three Parrs,

making fo many
of Grace ;

of the Covenant

Nature,
Sin

:

conditionary

to

wit,

Articles

Holinefs

of

Kighteoufnefs of Life, and Satisfaction for

Of the which

in Order.

ARTICLE

I.

Holinefs of Nature.

THE Law

required Holine/s of Nature, as a

Condition of Life, inafmuch as
original Sin, faying Zhou (halt not covet,

condemning
it

concluded

Men to be by Nature Children of Wrath. For
God being eflfrntially holy, holy by Neceflity of

all

Nature ; nothing can be fo contrary to God, as
an unholy Nature : Becaufe, howbeit Perfons or
Things of a like Nature, may be contrary in fome
Points ; yet they can never be fo contrary, one to
another, as thefe of quite

oppojite

Natures.

But

the Parties contracted for in the Covenant of Grace,
having their Nature wholly corrupted^ and being
in-

Bolincjs of Nature.
incapable to purity
Prov. xx. 9

anfwer this
Wherefore,

;

'tis

it,

make

or
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Heart clean
by no Means
by thcmfelves.

their

evident, they could

Demand

of the

Law,

Satisfa&ion of the

for the

Law

in this

was fettled as a condkionary Article of
the Covenant of Grace, U That Chrift the fecond

Point,

it

Adam, reprefenting them, fhould be a Man of
a perfectly holy, pure, and untainted Nature,
" fully anfwering for them the Holinefs and Percc
fedion of Nature required by the Law/" For
fuch an High-prieft became us, who is holy, harmlefs y
cc

<c

undefiled, Jepar ate

from Sinners, Heb.
two Claufes.

vii.

26.

And

this Article contains

as the fecond Adam, fhould be
1 " That he,
" conceived and born holy, for and inftead of them
<c
corrupted in their Nature, conceived and born in
" Sin." There was a holy Nature given to Adam
as the Root of Mankind, to be b^ bim kept and

j

•

Way

\tranfmitted to his Pofterity, in the

Generation.
requires all

ot natural

And upon this Ground, the Law
Men to be born holy, pronouncing them*

I

unclean and Children of Wrath, in the contrary
Event, Job xiv. 4. Eph. ii. 3, But how could this*
Demand be anfwered by Sinners ? They're horn in
\&in : They cannot enter again into their Mother's
'Womb, and be born a fecond Time, without Sin.
No, they cannot : Yet the Law will not bate of

!

that

Demand

led, that

Wherefore,

for Life.

Chrift as a

his fpiritual Seed, fhould

be born

jThat, whereas they brought a
ture into the World, with them
.holy
!

And
and

human Nature
fo,

he was the

undefiled Heb.

it

was provide

publick Perfon, reprefenting

into

lafi
vii.

the

Adam

perfectly

firiful
;

corrupt

holy:

Na-

he fhould bring a

World, with him:
1

26, that

Cor. xv. 45, holy
holy

thing bon*

Luke

io8
Luke

35.

i.

to that

Holinefs of Nature.
And the Efifeft thereof, with

Law-demand

for Life,

is,

that

all

refpecl:

Believers

Law reckoning, born holy m the fecottdAdam,
even as they were created holy in the firft Adam.
Hence, they are exprefly fa id to be circumcifed in
are, in

bint

Col.

11,

ii.

which plainly prefuppofeth

their

being born in him.
And it is in virtue of their being legally born holy in Chrift, when he was born,
that, being united to him ill the Vi me of Loves,
they are really born again, and at length perfected
;

even as in virtue of their being legally denied in
Adam, when he finned, they are a6tuaily and really

own Perfons, coming into the World :
Nature being actually communicated to
them, from Chrift their fpiritual Head, in whom

defiled in their

The

holy

they were legally born holy

of Nature

is

their natural

even as the Corruption

;

actually conveyed to them, from

Head,

in

whom

they finned in

Adam
Law-

reckoning.

The other Claufe is, u That Chrift, as the/tf" cond Adam, fhould retain the Holinefs of Nature,
u inviolate unto the End, for them and in their
" Name." The Law, or Covenant ot Works, re2.

quired as a Condition of Life, that the Holinefs of

Nature given to Mankind in Adam, mould be pre-,
But it was loft f And
and incorrupt.
put the Cafe, that it had been reftored, they .could

ferved pure

not have retain'd it, in their own Perfons, unftained
Wherefore, to fatisfy the
amidft fo many Snares.
Law-demand in this Point, it was provided, that
in the Man Chrift, as a publick Perfon Reprefentative of his Seed, their Nature mould be kept perfectly holy unto the End, without the leaft Stain or
Defilement. Ifa.
(ball not

wax

xlii.

dim,

4 He

fhall not fail.

Or,

Fie

cr wriitkte as the Skin doth

when

Righteoiijnejs of Life.
when

the Moifture

,Adam

tail'd.

exhaufted.

is

He (hone
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Therein the

firft

in Purity of Nature, as

he

came horn the Creator's Hand : But he faiVd, he
wax'd dm the Holinefs of his Nature being exhaufted by Sin, all Maukind in him loft their fpiBut now that the
ritual Beauty, and wrinkled.
;

\ficond Adam fail'd not ; but preferved the Holinefs
of human Nature in him, unftain'd, not in the lead

:

!

darkened, even to the End of his Life : The Remains of the Corruption of Nature in Believers, are
not imputed to them Rom. iv. 8 ; but, as defiled as
they are in tbemfelves, through thefe Remains cleaving to them, yet in Chriil their Beauty is irefh,

and not marred
Cant.

7
Spot in thee.
iv.

the lead, according

in

tfbou art

to that,

aM fair, my Love, there

ARTICLE

is

no

II.

Righteoufnefs of Life.

THIS

alfo

9

Law

upon as a ConFor
God gave to
;
Mankind in him, a Law to be

the

dition of Life

2nd

infilled

juftly

:

Adam, and all
obeyed in all Points; not only in virtue of the
Tie of natural Duty, but in virtue oi the Bond
of a Coixnant for Life : But it was never fulfilled
by them. The firfr, Adam began indeed the Courfe
of Obedience: But he quickly fell off from it, with
all his natural Seed in him.
Now it being inconfiftent with the Honour of the Law, that the Prize,
to wit eternal Life, fliould be obtain'd, without the
Race was run ; it ftill infilled, faying, If thou wilt
enter

HO

Right cotojnefs of Life.

keep the Commandments, Matth.
Howbeit, we were weak, movelefs, without Strength for running that Race.
Wherefore it
enter into Life,

xix.

was

17.

fettled

"

a publick Perfon, reprefenting thefe he contracted for, fhould begin

" and

"

Article of the

as another conditionary

Covenant, " That

Cfarift as

perfect the Courfe of

in Righteoufnefs of Life.

became

obedient, unto

3

'

Obedience to the Law,

And

accordingly

Death, Philip,

ii.

he

8.

The Law, which was the Rule of this Obedience
exacted of him, was the fame Law of the Ten
Commands, that was given to Adam, and binding
as under it
For he was made under the Law, to
redeem them that were under the Law, Gal. iv.
4, 5 It extended to all Divine Inftitutions, which
the fecond Adam found in Being, whether obliging

on us

:

.

Men
God

as Men, or as Members of the Church of
on Earth
Even as the Rule of the firft
Adam's Obedience, extended to the pofitive Law
touching the forbidden Fruit, which was in Being,
when he was fet to fulfil his Coven ant- obedience.
That we may the more di£lin6tly comprehend
:

may

be obferved to bear thefe

this

Article,

three

Things following.

1.
fc

"That

the whole

it

he, as the fecond

Law,

in the

Adam,

Name

fhould obey

of thefe he repre-

<c

fented."
This was a Debt owing by them all ;
&nd was required of them, by the Law, as a Con-

dition of Life. Gal.

continueth not in

10 Curfed

iii.

all

is

every one that

^things which are written in

But the anfwerthe Book of the Law to do them.
ing of this Demand, was quite beyond their Reach.

Man, by

the Fall, having

ledge of the

Law, had

Duties required therein

loft
:

much

of his

Know-

Sight of

many

of the

loft

Howbeit Ignorance of the

Law

Righteoujriejs af Life.
1 1j
His
Heart
was
Man.
no
averfe
excufeth
to,
Law
Rom.
the
Law
viii.
againft
And
Enmity
7.
he
and
was without Strength to perform the Duties therein required of him Chap. v. 6. So that by Reafon
of Ignorance, Averfion, and Impotency in that
Matter, the Obedience of the whole Law was not
Wherefore, it was provided,
to be had from them.
that Chrift, as their Reprefentative, mould give
That
Obedience to the whole Law, for them
both Tables of the Law, and each Command of
:

each Table, fhould have the due Obedience from
him That the Law being laid before him, in
:

its

Spirituality

and

full

Extent,

he fhould fully

and external Obedience, in
in Thought,
his Mind, Will, and Affedions,
Word, and Deed : That he fhould conform himfelf to the whole natural Law, and to all Divine

anfwer

it,

in internal

Inftitutions ceremonial

or political, fo as to be circumcifed, keep the Paflbver, to be baptized, to be

:

'

a Servant of or fubjeft to Rulers, pay Tribute to
whom it was due, and the like. In one Word, that
he mould perform the whole Will of God, Signified
in his Law ; fo that with the Safety of the Law's
Honour, his People might have Lite. What the firfi

Adam fail'd in, thefecond Adam was to do. And this
> I take to be reprefented unto us, in the Cafe of the firft
and fecond King of Ifrael, to wit Saul and David,
Acts xiii. 22 I have found David the Son ofJe[fe a
Man after mine own Heart, which (hall fulfil all
y

my

Will.

a plain

Gr. All

View

my

to Saul,

Wills.

In

which there

who was partial

in his

is

Obe-

dience to the Will of God ( 1 Sam. xv.) and upon
that Score loft the Kingdom tor him and his.
2. " That every Part of that Obedience fhould
3'
be
carried to the higheft Pitch and Degree.
?

This

Ill

Right eonfnefs of Life.

This the

Law

required of them, a$

a Condition o;

Lord himfelf fhewed unto the Lawyer,
Luke x. 27. Thou Jh alt love the Lord thy God with
all thy Heart, and with all thy SouL and with all
thy Strength., and with all thy Mind
and thy
Neighbour as thy felf. Ver. 28 — This do, and thou
jloalt hue.
But it was a Demand they could never
have anfwered, fince Adam had fquander'd away
their Stock of Ability,
and left them without
Strength.
They might as foon have reacht up their
Hands to the Sun in the Firmament, fo car above
them as have attain'd to the Perfection ofc Obedience, demanded of them by the Law.
Wherefore, it was agreed, that Chrift mould in their
Name obey the Law in that Perfe&ion, being
made under the Law, as they were under it Gah
That every ACtion ot his (hould bear,
iv. 4, 5
not only a Goodnefs of the Matter^ but of the
Manner too, and that in Perfection That Love
to God and Man fhould flame in his holy human
Soul, to the utmolt Pitch required by the Law ;
and fo that Debt owing by his Seed, might be
Lite

as our

;

•

;

:

:

cleared by him, acting as a publick

Man

in their

Name.
Laftly, " That all this mould be continued to
" rhe End, without the leaf): Failure m one Jot of
" Parts or Degrees of Obedience.*' This alfo was

a Condition of Life, flated in the firft Covenant.
Gal. iii. 10 Curfed is every one that contikueth
not in all Things which are written in the Book of
the

Law

to

do them.

could by no
fo vitiated

lying upon

But

it

Means anfwer

by the
it,

was a Demand, they
Man's Nature being

thoufand Hells were
on Earth could not keep

Fall, that if a

the belt

perfectly right one

;

Hour.

Wherefore,

it

was agreed,
that

ll$
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that the ficond

Adam

(houlcl in the

he reprefented, continue in

all

Name

of thcfe

^things written in the

End

That he fhould
not fail in his begun Courfe of Obedience, but run
That from
to the End of the Race fet before him
to the Grave, his Heart and Life fhould
the
All which he did
fliine in Perfection of Holinefs.
accordingly fulfil, being obedient unto Death Philip.

Law,

to

do them even to the

:

:

Womb

ii.

8.

ARTICLE
Satisfaction for

JIL

Sin.

THE

former two were in the Condition of Adam's
Covenant But this was not in it for while
there was no Sin, there was no Place for Satisfaction for Sin.
But the new Covenant behoved to be
fettled on the Condition of a Satisfaction for Sin ;
becaufe the broken Law or Covenant of Works, in:

filled for it as

Condition

of Life to Sinners, in

by them incurred. Howbeir,
was quite beyond their Power, to anfwer this

virtue of
it

a

;

Demand

its

'Penalty

of the

Law.

If then the

Mediator will

have a Seed brought from the State of Death, into
a State oi Life and Salvation, he mud buy them
from the Hand of Juftice, telling down a Price for
every Soul of them i Cor. vi 20. Accordingly,
all the Sins of every one of them, from the firfl .Sin
they fhould be conceived and born in, to the laft
Sin they fhould expire with, being forefeen of God
from Eternity, were fummed up as fo many Breaches
of the Law or Covenant of Works: And it was

H

made

Satisfaction for Sin.
1 14
made another conditionary Article of the Covenant,
« That Chrift as a publick Perfon, fhould fatisfy
" fully and compleatly for them all/' Jfa. liii. 6
$?he Lord hath laid on him the Iniquities of us all
compared with Lev. xvi. 2 1 All the Iniquities of
the Children of Ifrael, and all their Zranfgreffions
in all their Sins.

Now

in this

Article, there

were three Things

eftablifhed.

First, " That Chrift as a publick Perfon fhould

" fatisfy
Ought not

them by Suffering!' Luke xxiv. 26
to have fuffered t Sinners were

for

Chrift

liable to fuffer for the

Satisfaction of Juftice

:

And

nothing but Suffering could be accepted, as a
Compenfation of the Injury done by Sin, to the

Honour

God,

Law.
fen
Rivers
and
thoufands of
of Oil, were at the Mediators Command; all the
Silver and Gold, and the precious Things of the
Earth and Seas, were at his Difpofal
But none of
of

ithoufands of

in the violating of his holy

Rams,

:

thefe could be of Ufe, in
all

this

Bargain

;

they were

of no Value, in a Treaty for the Redemption of

the Soul. Mic.

vi.

6> 7,

8.

1

Pet.

i.

1 8.

His own

That the Son of
Suffering could only avail here.
God fhould fuffer, was indeed an amazing Propofal
But it was neceffary, in order to fatisfy tor our Sin.
.Secondly, " That he fhould fuffer the Jame Punifhment, they fhould have fuffered in virtue of
" the Penalty of the broken Covenant of Works ;"
And that was Death in its full Latitude and ExThis appears from the Penalty of that Covetent.
nant, from which the Debt of Satisfaction was
Rated, In the Day thou eateft thereof, thou floalt
furely die Gen. ii. 17, compared with Chrift 's
dying for, that is, in the Room and Stead of, Sinner^
<c

Satisfaction for Sin.
nets, fo
v.

6, 8.

often

mentioned

2 Cor. v.

14, 15.

in
1
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the Scriptures. l\om.

2"^"

v.

10.

And

coniirmed from that the Scripture teacheth,
the Alliot whom Chrift died, died in him, 2
v. 14 If one died for all, then were all dead
then the All died, to wit, in him j even as
finned and became liable to Death, in Adam.
faith the Apoftle, / am crucified with Chrift
ii.

'tis

that

Cor.
;

or,

they

So
Gal.

20.

of this Purpofe, two Things are to
be diftinguifhed in that Death, which was the
Penalty of the Covenant of Works.
1. What was
effential to it, wrapt up in the very Nature of the
Thing itfelf called Death in the Stile of that Cove-

For clearing

nant.

And

that

may

be compriz'd in thefe

two

j

The Curfe, (2) Infinite Execution ; the former
making the Death legal, the latter making it real
and fntisfacJory. 2 What was accidental to it,
(1)

not from the Nature of the tfbing in itbut from the Nature of the Party dying
that Death.
And this is of two Sorts, (1) There
is fomething arifing from the Nature of the dying
Party, as he is a mere Creature ; fuch as the Eter\iJttty of the Punifhment, and Defpair of Lite.
(2)
Jfeomething arifing from the Nature oi the dying
Party, as he is a finful Creature, or SubjeB of inberent Sin ; fuch as the Extinction of the faving Relation "twixt God and the Soul, the droefling it of
God's Image, and the Corruption and DiJJblution of
arifing,

felf^

the Body.

Now the EJfentials of that Death, we mould
have fuffered in virtue of the Penalty of the broken
Covenant of Works, were laid, as a Part of the
Condition of the Covenant of Grace, on Jefus Chrift,
to be fuffered by him, for us.
For he was tndde 4

H

3

Cmf%

n6

Satis faBion

Curfe for

m%

'

m Gal

iii.

13.

for Sin.

and

Offering and

a Sacrifice
fmelhhg Savour Eph. v. 2 ;

that

t

Ofknce

htm[elf for us
God, for a fweei

ga^oe
to

a

is,

Sacrifice

from our Sin
whence he is faid, By one Offering to luive perfeMed
for £V£r them that are fantfified, Htb. x. 14. But
the Occidentals of that Death, were no Part of
the Condition of the Covenant laid on him
Nor
fmcc he was
could they at all have Place in him
neither a SubjeM of inherent Sin, nor yet a mere
Creature.
Nevertheless, it was ftill the fame Death
that we fhould have fullered ; forafmuch as the
equalling the infinite

ariiing

:

;

Thus

Bffentials were the fame.

which

.Saints,

are

now weak and

at the Refurreclion be powerful

yet

ftill

the

/iw* Bodies ;

the Bodies of the
corruptible, (hall

and

incorruptible,

lince thefe Qualities

are

but accidental to a human Body. So in the Cafe
3
of clearing of Debt, tho the Borrower could not
pay it, but in a great Quantity of Copper-money,
and that advanced by little and /#£/£ for a /o/fg
5^2?^; which withal would
rich Cautioner fhould pay

mine him
all

:

Yet, if his

at once, in a

little

evident, it would be the Payment of the
Debt,
providing only that it fully equalled the
fame
borrowed.
Nay, confining our View tqT
.Sum

Gold

;

'tis

Death

itfeif,

qi the

Thing

which

is

the

in Queilion,

proper Notion
put
the Cafe, that
us

general
let

two Men, equally guilty of the fame Crime, are
and the fame Sentence of Death ;
But the one is by
and it is execute on them both
to
the
Miracle
again,
other lies and
raifed
a
Life
laid under one

:

rets in the Grave.

It is evident in

this Cafe, that

Death they died is the fame Death, anfwering
the very fame Eftimate which the Law made of the
Crime ; and that therefore the Death of the former

the

fatisfies

SatisfaHion for Sin.
fatisfies the

Law,

as wefl as the

Death of the

117
latter,

that
it cannot reach his Life again for
Howbeit, it is no lefs evident, that there
is a huge Difference, between the Death of the one
and of the ether, in Accidentals, particularly in
Wherefore,
the Duration or Continuance or it.
we conclude, that as Chrift gave the fame a&ive
Obedience to the Law, which we fhould have given
in virtue or the
Condition of the Covenant of
fo that

Grime

:

Works ; fo he fuffered the fame Puniffoment of
Death, that we fhould have fuffered in virtue of the
Penalty of that broken Covenant : Forafmuch a%
whatever Difference there was in Accidentals, the
Effentials were the fame; it being laid on him, in
the new Covenant, to fuffer Death {ox us, equalling
the tnfintte Offence ariiing from our Sins, being
fully proportionate to the Efiimate, the Law -and
Juiriceor God had made of our Crime.
And thus, according to what is fa id, two grand
Points were eftabliflied in the conditionary Part of
the Covenant.
Firft, " That the Curfe of the Law, due to us
%c
foe our Sin, fhould be transferred on him as the
iC
fecond Adam our Reprefentative ; whereby he
" fhould inftantly be a Man dead in Law for his
" Seed." Either he or they behov'd to bear the
Curfe: For it is written, Curfed is every one that
all ^things written in the Law.
annex'd the Tnreatning of Death,
Covenant, faying, In the Day thou eateft

continueth not in
Since

G^d had

to his

firit

fe; the Truth or' God
taking Place, affoon as Sm mould
enter.
Now they were not able to bear it, without being ruined thereby.
But, that it might be

thereof, tboufhalt furely dve

cured the Curje

its

born and they withal faved,
:

H

it

s

was provided, that
b<

1

1

S

Satisfaction for Sin.

he ihould be laid under it, in their Room and
Stead ; that, as he was made Sin for them, fo he
ihould alfo, in confequence thereof, be made a
Curfe for them. Gal. iii. 13.
The Curfe is the Sentence of the broken Law,
pail upon a Perfon, binding him over to the revenging Wrath of God, to the full Satisfaction of
Juftice.

So, that awful and tremendous Myftery
Chrift muft (land before the Tribunal of
anfwerable for all the
as a Sinner

lies here.

the holy

Law,

,•

by virtue of his Bond of
SuretiJJnp regiftrate in the Records of Heaven :
And Sentence muft pafs upon him, adjudging and
binding him over, to fuffer all that revenging
Wrath, which thefe Sins deferved. The Lamb of
God faid, Lo, I come : So it was done, he was
made a Curfe for us. In Token hereof, being
conveen'd before the Jewifh Sanhedrim, he was
judged a Blafphemer, and worthy of Death ; and
compearing before Pilate the Roman Governor, he
was by him fentenced to die, and that upon the

Sins

of

all

the

Elect,

Crofs.

Behold the ftupendous Kefult of this awful Tranon Chrift the
fecoud Adam. 1 Hereby he was made the feparated
One of the Elect Society, feparated unto Evil, as
the immediate Effect of the Curfe is defcribed Deut.
xxix. 21. He was made the devoted Head, devoted
to pay for all the reft.
He was fee up as the Mark,
againft which all the Arrows of revenging Wrath
ihould be aimed.
He was appointed to be the
common Receptacle of all the Floods of Vengeance,
iffuing from incenfed Juftice, towards the whole
faction, the transferring oi the Curfe

Body of

the Elect, to fwallow

Current of

all thefe

was

them up

turn'd, that

:

Here the

they fhould
to-
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together flow in
Ixix.

2

Hence he

upon him.

/ am come

into deep

cries

Pfah

Waters, where the Floods

2 Hereby he became the Reftingoverflow me.
place of revenging juftice, where it was to prey, till

k

ihould be fatisfied to the full. Ifa. liii. 10 Thou
make his Soul an Offering for Sin. In Token

JJjalt

when- the Officers came to apprehend him, he
Ifyefeek mejet thefe go their IVay. Juftice leaves
the Chafe of the Rebel-multitude, feeks him and him
only
Thus*
{ince he was made a Curfe tor them.
was he defign'd to be the Sacrifice for all his Seed,
hereof,

faid,

;

which the Fire of revenging Wrath mould burn up,
fent forth a fweet-fmelling Savour, a Savour
of Reft to the incenfed Juftice of an offended
till it

God.
Secondly, Another grand Foint eftablifhed here,
was, "That the Curfe transferred on him, fhould
" be infinitely execute upon him as the fecond Adam
" our Representative ; whereby he Ihould die really

"

for his Seed,

cc
<c

Injuries

by

all

to the full Compenfation of all the
done to the Honour of an infinite God,
their Sins."
Vain is that Curfe, which

takes not Effect

But, as the Curje of the holy
not caufelefs, fo it could not mifs of
coming on, in its infinite Weight, for the Satisfaction
:

Law was
of Juiticc.

Now

would have been

had

it

come

on them, they
fatisfying, but could

eternally

fo

never have ended their Satisfaction.

But,

coming

on him, the Church of God was pur chafed with his
own Blood A&s xx. 28 ; and the Blood of Jefus
Chrift his Son cleanfeth us from all Sin 1 John i. 7,
the infinite Dignity of the Perfon dying, making
the Execution of the Curfe on him unto Death, to

be

infinite in Value, fully

H

compenfating the

4

infinite

Wrong*

.

no

T

Satisfaction for SinWrong, according to the Eftimate made

of

taw and Juftice,
And here it was

That the

<c

fettled

cc

and agreed,

Curfe mould be execute on

the

whole

it

by

Man "
;

that being their Due : And therefore, that he
fhould become poor, and not have where to lay his
Head : That he mould fufter Hunger, for Want of
for Want of Drink
That his
Sfbirft,
and Reputation mould be funk, loaded with
vile Reproaches and Slanders; his very Friends
going about to lay Hands on him as a mad Man s
That he mould be accounted a Worm, and no Man;
a Reproach of Men, and defp'ifed of the People ;
His whole Lot in the World, afrli&ed, perfecuted,
and exceeding low: And that in End, being ittipt
of his Garments, he 'mould be hung up naked before
the Sun, between two Malefactors, as if the worft

Meat

:

;

Name

of the three.

More

particularly,

here

it

was {Update

and

agreed to,

" That the Curfe mould be execute on his
yy
forafmuch as their Bodies were
WefTed Body;
liable to it, as being luflruments of Sin and Difhonour to God That it mould be hanged on a,
Tree, that all the World might therein read, the
j.

"•

-

\

Anger

of

God

againft the breaking of the

venant, by eating of the forbidden Tree

;

firft

Co-

and, his

being made a Curfe for us, fince it is written,
Curfed is every one that hangeth on a £ree ; That
the Curfe mould go over, and Death pafs through,

Body: That his Head
wounded with a Crown of

every Part of that bkffcd

mould be

difgraccfully

$'horns

put upon it ; his Vtfage mard more than
any Man-, his Back given to the Smitexs ; his
Qheeks to them that plucked off the Hair ; his

Face

Face not

made

hid from Shame and

to cleave to his

Jaws

pierced, nail'd to a Crofs

of Joint

of his

up

:

;

his

Bowels

And

his

;

that in

feparate from
laid in the
<c

Heart

Spitting
;

all his

;

Blood lhed

End

his

Wax,

like

;

fhonld

it

his Soul, pierced

in

Sin:

Satisfaction for

;

his Tongie

Hands and b'ee
Bones drawn on

incited in the

midfi

his Strength

dried

expire and die, be
with a Spear, and

Duft of Death.

fhould be execute on his holy Soul,
Manner'*; forafmuch as their Souls
werd the principal Actors in Sin: That he mould
undergo the Wrath of God in it, being all along
his Life a Man of Sorrows, and acquainted with
Grief: And that towards the latter End, there
fhculd be an Hour and Power of Darknefs, wherein the Malice of Men, the Power and Rage of
Devils, mould be jointly engag'd againft him,
making their utmoft Efforts on him ; and then the
full Floods of Heaven's revenging Wrath fhould come
That they fhould fo overrouting in upon his Soul
flow it, as to ftrike him with fore Amazement, fill
2.

1

in

That

it

a fpecial

:

him with trouble, load him withHeavinefs, and
overwhelm him. with exceeding Sorrow : That there
fhould be fuch a Preflure ot Divine Wrath on his
holy Soul, as mould put him into an Agony, even
to his fweating great Drops of Blood ; and fhould
bring over it, a total Eclipfe ot Comfort, and as it
were melt it within .him
ThatXo, while he was
dying a bodily Death on the Crofs, he might die
alfo a fpiritual Death, fuch as a mod pure and holy
Soul was capable of.
Here was the Death determin'd in the Covenant,
for the fecond Adam our Reprefentative, a Death in
virtue of thz Curfe transfer'd on him, long-lafting
:

and

;

1

11
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full Satisfaction of revenging
was
It
(i)
long-lafting Death.
He was
Juftice.
of
Stile
the
the
in
Covenant
dfyiwg,
of
Works,
not
a
only upon the Crofs, but all along the Time of his
Life ; the Death that was the Penalty of Jto Co-

exquifite, for the

and

venant, working in
in the Grave.

him from the Womb,

till it

laid

him

Wherefore, he behov'd to be
conceived of a Woman of low Eftate ; and born in
the Stable of an Inn, no Room for him in the Inn it
felf

laid in a

;

Manger, no Cradle to

receive

him
had

his Infant-blood fhed in his Circumcifion, as if he

been a Sinner

-,

yea his Infant-life fought by a cruel

his Mother obliged to run her Counwith him, and go to Egypt. Returning, he
behov'd to live an obfcure Life, in an obfcure Place,
from which nothing great nor good was expe&ed
John i. 46. and, coming out of his Obfcurity, to

Perfecutor,

and

try,

as the Objed of the World's Ill-will and
Obloquy and Maltreatment, till by the
Hands of Jew and Gentile he was put to Death on
the Crofs.
(2) It was an exquifite Death. No Pity,
no Sparing in it But the Curfe carried it to the

be

up

fet

Spite,

:

from an angry God
wicked Men let
loofe on him, pufliing him like Bulls, roaring on
him and devouring him like Lions, and renting him
higheft

Rom.

like

Pitch.

viii.

3 2.

No

Sparing

No Sparing from

Dogs, when once their Hour and Power of

come Pfal. xxii. 12, 12, 16. Not a
good Word fpoken to him in themidftor hisTorments,
by thefe that flood by; but he, cruelly mocked and
infulted in them. Much lefs a good Deed done him.
Not a Drink of Water allow'd him, but Vinegar
JDarknefs was

5

him, in his SThirfi caufed thro the Fire of
Divine Wrath drinking up his Spirits and Moifture.

offer'd

Nay

the very Face of the

Heavens was Lowring on
him:

Satisfaction for Sin.

i

z$

him: The Sun muft not give him its Light, but
wrap up it felf from him in Darknefs ; becaufc
Light is fweet, and it is a pleafant 'Thing to behold
the Sun.

Lastly, In this Article it was eftabliflied, "That
" he fhould fufter all this voluntarily, (ubmiflively,
<c
and refignedly, out of Regard to the wrong'd
Cc
Honour of God." AccordingIy,fpeakingofhisLifc>
he faith, No Man taketh it from me, but I lay it down
of my felf, John x. 18. Compare Pfal. xl 6, 7, 8.
This, the Law demanded of them whom he fuftered
for, condemning all Murmuring and Impatience,
and binding them to Obedience and Suffering conBut how could they have fo born the Load
junctly.
of revenging Wrath, who cannot bear a fharp Fit
of the Gout or Gravel, without fome Degree of
Impatience in the Eye of the holy Law
it was provided, That Chrift as their

?

Wherefore,
Reprefenta-

tive, fhould bear their Pu^ifhment 'voluntarily, and
with perfed Patience and Rejtgnation : That he
ftiould go as a Lamb to the Slaughter, quietly refigning his human Will to the Divine Will ; and

make

his Obedience in his Sufferings, as confpicuous

as his Sufferings themfelves
,

}

:

That

in midft of the

Extremity of his Torments, he fhould not entertaia
the leaft unbecoming Thought of God, but acknowledge him holy in them all PfaL xxii. 3. Nor yet
the leaft Grudge againft his Murderers ; m Token of
which, he pray'd for them while he was on the
Crofs, faying, Father forgive them, for they
what they do, Luke xxiii. 34.

knout

not

Thus

far

of the conditionary Articles.

ft-
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Inferences

Inferences from the

from

the
Cove-

condition ary Pari' of the

nant*

Thus

as

we have

important
from
thence the following Inferences are fairly deduCondition of

fliown, flood the
the Covenant of Grace:

And

cible.
i. The Redemption of the Soul is precious.
not? Look to the Price of the Purchafe, the
Kanfom of Souls, as fcated in the Covenant ; the

Inf.

Is it

holy Birth, righteous Life, and fatisfa&ory Death
of the Son of God : And ye muft conclude it to be

a

coftly

who

Redemption. Turn hither your Eyes (i) Ye

'value not your

own

Soufs.

See here the

Worth

nought, for faThing
tisfying a corrupt Pajfion, a Pang of Luft of one Sort
or another. Coftly was 'the gathering of what ye
thus throw away. Ye let them go at a very low
Price : But Chrift could not have one of them at
the Hand of Juftice, but at the Price of his 'precious
Ye cannot forego the Vanities of a prcfent
Blood.
of thefe Souls ye

fell

for a

of

World for them, nor fpend a ferious Day or Hour
about them: But he, after a Life-time of Sorrows,
What
underwent a moft bitter Death for them.
think ye ? Was he incon federate and too liberal, in
his making fuch a Bargain for the Redemption of
Souls ? He was infinitely jufi, who proposed the Condition : And he was infinitely wife, who went in to
He was a Father, that exacted this Kanfom
it.
1

for Souls

:

And

Be afham'd and

own Son, that paid it.
make fo low an Eftimate

he was his
blufh, to

which Heaven fet {uch a high Price
Ye who have cheap Thoughts of the ParSin, and of Salvation, correct your Miftake

of thefe Souls,

on.

(2)

don of

here.

conditionary Party
You

here.

foon be

&c
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run on in Sin, thinking all may
again, with a God forgive

fearlefly

to Rights

fer

me, have Mercy on my Soul ; fo as you may leap
out of Delilah's Lap, into Abraham's Bofom.
^ tearful Imatuation i Is the mean and low Birth, the
forrowful Life, and the bitter Death or Jefus the
Son of God, not fufficient to give Men a juft and
honourable Notion of the Pardon of Sin ! Look into the Condition of the Covenant for Pardon, written

O

in the

Blood of the

God

Lamb

of

upon

God

;

and

learn the

Pardons and SalSinner, that 'tis not Words, but
See,
vation.
Deeds ; not Promifes and JLefoPves to do better,
but PerfeBion of Holinefs and Obedience ; not drawing of Sighs and fhedding of fears, but fhedding
of Blood and not thy Blood neither, but Blood of
infinite Value ; that could procure the Pardon of
And if thou have not upon
Sin, and Salvation.
thee, by Faith, all that Righteouihefs Chrift fulfilled, to be prefented unto God for a Pardon, thou
Value, a juft

puts

his

O

;

Particularly, ye are apt to
ihalt never obtain it.
think light of the Sin ye were born in, and the
Corruption cleaving to your Nature: But know,

that

God

does not think light oi thefe.

It behov'd

to be an Article ot the Covenant, that Chrift fhould

be

bom

ture in

corrupt

holy,

him

and retain the Hohnefs of human

Na-

to the

End :

down

eternally under the Curfe. (3)

and
Nature we deriv'd from Adam, would have

ftak'd us all

that have

Elfe the unholy Birth,

mean Thoughts

of tne holy

Law,

Ye

rectify

your dangerous Miftake by the Help of this Glafs.
Ye make no Bones of tranfgreiling its Commands; ye
neglect and defpife its Curfe ; As it is a Law, ye
ihew not fo much Regard to it, as to the Laws of
Men ; and as it is a Covenant ye look upon it as
out

il6

Inferences

from

the

out of Date, being in no Concern how it may be
And fhall the Honour of the holy
fatisfied for you.

Law ly in

the Duft, in your Cafe

? Rather than it
Cafe of Sodom and Gomorrah ,
God would have them laid in Alhes, with Fire and
Yea for vindicating the Honour of the
Brimftone.
Law, this whole World fhall be burnt to Afhes,
and all the unholy caft out from the Prefence of the
Lord for ever. A nd in the Cafe of them that are
fayed, God would have the Curfe of the Law executed upon his own Son as their Surety, and the
Commands of it perfectly obey'd in all Points, by

fhould fo

him

ly, in the

in their

Name.

Share herein,
Sight, as

Sure, if you are poffeft of any
be great and honourable in your
in the Sight of God.

it will

it is

The Law is no Lofer, in that Life and
3
Salvation are beftew'd on Believers in Chrift.
Tis
fo far from being made <void through Faith, that it
Apoftle witneffeth,
is eftablifoed thereby, as the
Inf.

Rom.
at the

2.

3 1. God would never difpenfe his Pardons,
Expence of the Honour of his Law nor de-

iii.

;

one righteous, without the Righteoufnefs of
the Law being fulfilled, either by him, or in him
by another Rom. viii. 4. Wherefore, Life and Salvation being defign'd for the Eleft, the Law's whole
Accounts of all it had to charge on them for Life,
clare

And

an infallible Method was laid
them ; the Burden of the PayBy
ment, being transferred on Chrift their Surety.
this Exchange of Perfons, the Law had no Lofs.
Nay, it was more for the Honour of the Law, that
be was wade under it, and fatisfied it, in virtue of
the Claim it had upon him by the fecond Covenant
than if they, being mere Creatures, had fatisfied it
But the Truth is, they being Sinners
in all Points.
were taken in

down,

:

for clearing

could

;

ivy

conditionary Part, &c.

could never by any Means have fully fatisfied it
though it had eternally purfued them and exafted
of them, it would never have had enough from them:
whereas now, by drift's taking their Debt on
the utmoft Farthing.
a broad and firm Bottom, to
hath
Faith
/;;/.
iftand on before the Lord. The Believer hath a ftrong
Plea for Life and Salvation, which cannot mifcarry;

him,

it

was paid to

3.

nzmz\y,t\\z Condition of theCovenant fulnTd by Jefus
evenAU Righteoufnefs. Having therefore, Brethren, Boldnefs to enter into the Holtefi by the Blood
Chrift,

—

!

i

j

I

Let us draw near with a true Heart,
of Jefus
The
in full Affurance of Faith, Heb. x. 19—22.
broken Boards of uncovenanted Mercy, and Men's
own Works, which Preemption fixeth upon, cannot
but fail ; (ince the Law admits no Life for a Sinner,
on thefe Grounds. But forafmuch as there is a Gift
of Christ and his Right eeufnefs, proclaimed in
the Gofpel, by the Authority of Heaven ; he who

by Faith receiveth that Gift, and makes the fame
his only Plea before the Lord, cannot mifs of Salvation. Rom. v. 17 ihey which receive (Gr. the)
Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift ofRighteoufnefs, fhall reign in Life by one, Jefus Chrift.

the

Abundance mentioned

Degrees of the Grace or Gift

<c
<c

"

;

from Ver. 20 As if he had faid, 'Who
receive the Grace and Gift of Righteoufnefs,
which abound beyond Adam's Offence, faving
them out of the Gulf of Ruine, it plung'd them
A

as appears
cc

Where

not to different
but to the Offence,

relates,

into."

of the

:

Faith uniting a Sinner to Chrift the Head
fecond Covenant, makes him Partaker of

ChrifVs Righteoufnefs, as really, as ever his Covenant-relation to Adam made him Partaker of his
Guilt

:

So, having

all

that Chrift was, did, or /#/-

fered%

iz8

Inferences

from

the

fered,iov fulfilling the Condition of thefecond Covenant, to plead for Life and Salvation
it is not poffible the Claim can mifcarry, Juftice as well as
,•

Mercy, befriending the Plea
God z ThtfT i.

ous ihing with
////.

laft.

ly,

are

fo

righte-

Head

of the

6, 7.

Ail. who are in Chrift the

Covenant of Grace, and

zs&

or Faith,

brought into

inherently righteous, or

holy.

perfinalFor, likeas
it

Adam

alone did perfonally break the firft Covenant by the all-ruining Offence ; yet they to whom
tho'

do thereupon become inherentthrough the Corruption of Nature convey'd
So, howbeit Chrift alone did
to them from him
perform the Condition of the fecond Covenant , yet
bis Guilt is imputed,
ly finfah

:

thefe to whom his Kighteoufnefs is imputed, do
thereupon become inherently righteous; through inherent Grace communicate to them, from him, by

the Spirit. So teacheth the Apoftle, in the forecited
Paflage Rom. v. 1 7 For if by one Man's Offence^

v

Death reigned by one, much more they which receive the Abundance of Grace, and of the Gift of
Kighteoufnefs, JJoatt reign in Life by one, Jefus
How did Death reign, by Adam's Offence ?
(thrift.
Not only, in point of Guilt, whereby his Poftenty
were bound over to Deflru&ion ; but alfo in point
of their being

and Sins

dead to

all

Good, dead in tfrefpajjes

Therefore the Receivers of the Gift of
Kighteoufnefs, muft thereby be brought to reign in

Life,

:

not

only

legally

morally in SanBification

in

Juftification,

but alfo

begun here and perfected

hereafter.

Accordingly, anfwerable

to

the three Parts

of

the Condition of the Covenant of Grace 5 undertaken and performed by the fecond Adam, to wit,

Uoii-

conditionary Part,

dec.

129

Holinefs of Nature, Righteoufnefs of Life, and
Satisfaction for Sin ; there are three Characters, to

be found in all capable Subje&s, who being perfoliate
Jy brought into the Covenant, have the Righteouf~>
twfs of Qwrift upon them, and imputed to them.
Char. 1. They are all torn again, and fo made
Partakers of a new and holy Nature, 2 Cor. v. 1
^Therefore (namely, fince he died for all Ver. 15)
If any Man be in Chrift, he is a new Creature.
ChrilYs being horn holy, fecured a holy new Birth
to them in him: So, they are all new Creatures,
created in Chrift Jefus unto good Works Eph. ii. 10
new-made in Chrift, as fure as they were mar'd in
Adam. And how can it be otherwife ? Can a Man
be ingrafted in the true Vine, and hot partake of
the Sap and Juice of the Stock, that is, the Spirit
and Grace ot Chrift ? No, fure If any Man have
:

the Spirit of Chrift, he is none of his, Rom.
Or, can the Spirit and Grace of Chrift
9.

fiot
viii.

be in any; and yet no Change made on their Nature,
but it full remain unrenewed ? No indeed
If
Chrift be in you, the Body is dead becavfe -of Sin ;
but the Spirit is Life, becaufe of Right eoufnefsi
Ver. 10. Conftder this, ye Who pretend ro r.ly on
:

the Righteoufnefs of Chrift ; but are very eafy in this
Point, -Whether ye are bom again, or not ? Whe-

from Chrift, to
be rwt fo, ye
have rio faying Intereft, Pait, nor Lot \\\ Chrift's
Righteoufnefs.
Ye may on as good Grounds, pretend that, howbeit the Guilt oi Adam's Sin was
imputed to you, yet there was no corrupt Nature
derived from him, to you; as pretend, mat Chrift's
Righteoufnefs is imputfd to you, while yet ye are
fot horn again, your Mature is not changd, by the

ther there

a holy Nature derived

is

you, or not

?

Believe

it,

Sirs^

if

it

f

1

•

I

Com-

i$0

Inferences

from

the

Communication

of fan&ifying Grace from Chrift,.
Deceive not your felves ; Ye muft be,
regenerate, elfe ye'll perifh: For, Except a Man

unto you.
be

bom

John

3.

Char.

2.

Lives,

Kingdom of God%

again, he cannot fee the

iii.

They

Ifa. lx. 2 1

are. all righteous

$hy

and

holy in their

People alfo pall be all righte-

12 And they jhall call them the
did Ungodlinefs, Unrighteoufnefs, and Profanity, enter into the World, the which
are now overflowing all Banks ? Was it not by one
Man , by Adam's Sin y which is imputed to all

Chap.

ous.

holy People.

lxii.

How

Mankind

? Rom. v. 1 2.
Then be fure, if the fe*
cond Adam's Kighteoufnefs be imputed to you, Holinefs of Life will come along with it, 1 Cor. vi. 1

But ye are wajhed, but ye are fantJified, but ye are
Does Sanclification then go before Juftiat
ion
? No
But it hath a neceffary Depend ance
fa
juftified.

:

on Jutlification, and evidenceth it to the World,
and to One's own Confcience. Unjuftified, unDid our
fan&ified ; and unfan&ified, unjuftified.
blefled Saviour come into the World, and in our
Nature lead a holy righteous Life, that Men might
live as they

lift ?

Nay,

quite the

contrary

;

even

we

being delivered out of the Hands of our
Enemies might ferve him without Fear y in Holinefs

tfhat

,

and

Righteoufnefs

Life,

Luke

afluredly ye

i.

before him, all the

74, 75.

Bays of our

If then Chrift liv'd for you,

(hall live for

him.

Confider this,

ye

who

are far from Kighteoufnefs of Life, living in
Negleft
of the Duties either of the firft or fecond
the
both.
Table, or
Your ungodly and unrighteous Life,
declares you to be yet in your Sins, under the Curfst
imd far from Righteoufnefs imputed. There is indeed a Kighteoufnefs of Cbrifl 1 but alas J 'tis not

upon

;

cohditiottdry Part, Sec.
upon you

Ye are naked

:

Gal.

v.

FLfij,

3

.

iji

and ftand expos'd

Wrath.

to revenging

Char.

for all it,

The

old

Man

crucified

is

in

them

all,

24 They that are Chrfts, have Crucified the
With the AffeBions and Lulls. Therefore I fay

you in the Words ot the Apoftle Kom. viii. 13
If ye Irje rfter the Fle/Jj, ye Jhall die : But if ye
through (be Spirit do mortifie the Deeds of the Body,
ye Jhall l><ve.
When our Saviour hung on the Crofs,
to

he

hung

with

there as Reprefentative

all their

Body of Sin might be
it

Rom.

vi.

ot' all

that are

his,

Sins on him by Imputation, that the
deftroyid,

He hung

6.

his Sufferings for

in

me-

there as the efficient

Caufe of their Mortification, that by his
"Death he might deftroy the Power of Death in them,
which appears not in any Thing more, than in living Lufts preying on their Souls, Hof. xiii. 14 1
will redeem them from Death : O Death, I will he
ritorious

thy Plagues.

Eph.

v.

emplary

who

See

25, 26.

Tit.

And

u.

Rom.

14.

he hung

there as

vi.

6,

the

7.

ex-

Caufe of their Mortification ; To that all
and have finned after the Similitude

are his,

v
of Adam's Trailfgreffion, are likewife crucified and'
die to Sin, after the Similitude of his Crucifixion
and Death, being crucified with him Gal. ii. 20;

riant ed together (with him)

in the

Likenefs of his

Death Rom. vi. 5 the Weltowjhip of his Sufferings making them conformable unto his Death Phil,
iii.
10.
Will youthen live after the Flejb, not
wreftling againft, but fulfilling the
living in Sin,

and

to Sin,

Lufts thereof

iniiead of being mortified

to it; and yet pretend that the Satisfaction o£ Chrift
is imputed to you, for Righteoufntfs? Truly, you

may on

as good

Grounds

fay,

that the

Chrift Hied for ycu, hath proven
I 2

Blood of
and,
;

ineffectual

that

i^\

Infer

mm from

the

that he hath fo far mifs'd of his Aim and Defign,
in fuffering for you ; or, that he died for you, that
.

you might live in your Sin, without Danger.
Thefe would make a blafphemous Profeffion. Accordingly your prefumptuous finful Life and Practice,
is a Co'urfe of practical Blafphemy againft the Son
of God, making him the Mmifter of Sin ; and evidenced your Pretentions to the Imputation or his
Satisfaction, to be altogether vain. Nay, of a Truth,
if ye have any faving Intereft in the Death of Chrift,
your old Man is crucified with him Rom. vi. 6.
And ye are dead with him Ver. 8. dead with him
Co Sin, to the World, and to the Law,
(i) If ye have & faving Intereft in Chrift's Death,
ye are dead with him to Sin, Rom. vi. i o In that he
,

died, he died unto Sin ence. Ver.

ye

alfo

your felves

to be

n

Likewife reckon

dead indeed unto

our Lord Jefus livd in the

WorW,

Sin.

While

the Sins of

all

the Elect, as to the Guilt of them, hung about
him, and made him a Man of Sorrows all along:

When

was upon

upon
him to the very Soul,
till they kill'd him, and got him laid in the Grave.
Then they had done their utmoft againft him, they
So dying for Sin, he died unto
could do no more.
And in his Reftirit, he was delivered from it
rection, he fhock them all off, as Paul fhook the
Viper ^fhis Hand into theFire, and felt no Harm
he

him moft

the Crofs, they wrought

furioufly, flinging

:

Grave, even as he wiil appear the
Wherefore, if you do*
fecond Time, without Sin.

riling out of the

know the Fellowfhip of his Sufferings, it you
Death
have Fellowjbip with him in them
wiil have made its Way from Chrift the Head,
unto you as his Members ; his Death unto Sin, cannot mifs to work your Death unto it alfo. If you
indeed

really

;

are

i^

conditionary Party &c.

arc dead indeed with Chriffc, as ingrafted into him,

Sin hath got its Death's Wounds in you ; the Bond
that knit your Hearts and your Lufts together, is
loofed ; and ye'll be fhaking off the viperous Brood,
of them, into the Fire, in the daily Pra&ice of MorBut if ye are not dead, but ftill living,
tification.

unto Sin

of the

i

'tis

an

Members

infallible

of Chrift,

Evidence, ye are none

Rom.

vi.

How

2

/ball

any longer therein ?
Ver. 3 Know ye not, that fo many of us as were
baptized into' Jefits Chrift, were baptized into his

we

that are dead to Sin

lipe

.

Death}
(2) If ye have zfaving Intereft in Chrift 's Death,
ye are dead with him to the World, Col. iii. 1 If
ye then be rifen with Chrift, feek thofe things which
are above.
Ver. 3 For ye are dead, and your Life
The World hated him,
is hid with Chrift in God.

and us'd him very unkindly while he was in it And
when he died, he parted with it for good and all,
John xvii.' 1 1 Now I am no more in the World
I
come, to thee.
The quieted Lodging that ever the
World allowed him in it, was a Grave : And
coming out from thence, he never flept another
Night in it. He tarried indeed forty Days in it,
after that : As many Days, as the Israelites Years
in the Wildernsfs ; the former an Exemplar, the
latter a type, of the chriftian Life, from Converfion
till the Removal into the other World
Neverthelefs, he was dead to the World ftili
he converfei
now and then with his own, but no more with tha
World. Now if ye are his, ye are dead with hinv
unto the World too, in virtue of his Death ; being
crucified unto it Gal. vi. 14.
Union with Chrift
by Faith, lays Sinners down in Death, in Chrifl's
Grave ;
I 3
:

—

:

;

J34-

Inferences

Grave; and

World

from

feparates between

fo

for ever:

And

withal, it

the
them and the
raifah them up

Chrift, unto a quite new Manner of
no more that Manner of Life which they liv'd
before their Union with him, than that which Chrift
liv'd after his RefurrecJion, was the Mapner of

again with
Life

;

Rom. vi. 4 iVc
Life he lived before his Death.
are buried with him by- Baptifm into Death : 2 bat
like as Chrift was raifed' up from the Dead by the
Glory of the Father, even jo we also ft&uld walk
Newness of Life. If your title to Heaven is

in

by your receiving the Atonement,
y out forty Days before your 'Afe'en Ron into
Now are ye no more of the World, altho' ye
it.
be \n it : your Treafure and Heart are no moreen?.
Ye are no more Indwetiers in it, as Natives but
indeed

now

fettled,

is

j

as Strangers, coming up from the
JVildernefs, leaning on the Beloved\ Cant. viii. 5.

travelling thro'

it,

Laftly, If ye have a faving Interefl in ChrifVs
Death, ye are dead with him to the Law alfo, QaL
\i.
19 J through the Law am dead to the Law. ver ?
20 / am crucified with Chrift. Our Lord Jefus
the
took on our Nature to fatisfic the Law therein
whole Courfe of his Life was a Courfe of Obedience
to it, for Life and Salvation to us; and he fuffered,
to fatisiie it in what of that Kind if had to demand,
for that Effect.
In a Word, he was born to the
Lav/, he livd to the Law, and he died to the Law $
namely, for to clear Accounts with it, to fatisfie ic
fully, and get Life and Salvation for us with its
good Leave. He was made under the Law } to re(l$.em them that were under the Law, Gal. iv. 4, 5.
And when once ic fell upon him, it never left exacting of him, till it had got the utm oft Farthing,
he was quite free with it; as dead to it Rom.
;

conditionary Part,

&c

1^5

In Token whereof, he got up the Bond,
Hotted it oat, yea rent it in Pieces nailing it to his
Now Chrift became dead to it,
Crofs Col. ii. 14.
dying to it in his Death on the Crofs : So that the
Holinefs and Kighteoufnefs of the Man Chrifl, did
thereafter no more run in the Channel, in which it
had run before, namely from the Womb to his Grave :
That is to fay, it was no more, and mail be no
more for ever, Obedience perform 'd to the Law for
Life au(f\ Salvation ; thefe having been compleatly
gain'd and fecur'd, by the Obedience he gave it
from the IVomb to the Grave. Wherefore, my Brethren if ye are his, ye alfo are become dead to the
Law by the Body of Chrift which became dead to it
on the Crofs Rom. vii. 4. As ye will not be Libertines in your Lire and Practice, being dead to Sin
and the World, with Chrift; fo ye will not be Legalifts in your Life and Practice neither, being alfo
dead with him to the Law as a Covenant of Works.
Your Obedience will run in another Channel, than
it did before your Union with Chrift ; even in the
Channel or the Gofpel Ye will ferve in Newnefs of
Spirit, in Faith and Love. The Frowns of a merciful
Father will be a Terror to you, to fright you from
Sin ; Love and Gratitude will prompt you to Obedience.
.The grieving of theSpiritofa&z<u/0/<r, will be aSpring
of Sorrow to you
And his atoning Blood and perfecJ
Kighteoufnefs will be the Spring head of ail your
Comfort before the Lord ; your good Works but
Streams thereof, as they evidence your faving Intereft in thefe, are accepted through them, and glorifie
God your Saviour. Ye will not continue to ferve
vii.

4.

•,

:

in the

Time

Oldnefs of the Lettery as before ; at what
Law was the Spring of all the Obedience

the

I

4

ye

:

1^6

Inferences

from

the,

&c

Fear of the Punimment of Hell for
your Sins, and Hope of the Reward of Heaven's
Happinefs for your Duties, being the Weights that
made you go, tho' for all them ye often ftopt : Tour
'Sorrows fpringing from your ill Works, under the
Influence of the Law allanerly ; and your Comforts
from your good Works, under the fame Influence
Ye being alive to the Law, and dead to Chrift.
Rom. vii. 6 But now we are delivered from the
Law, that being dead wherein we were held, that
ye performed

:

Newness

of Spirit, and not in
by Faith you whoUyT
rely on Chrift's Righteoufnefs, the Holinefs of his
Nature, the Righteoufnefs of his Life, and his Sa-

*we fhoald ferve in

the

O ldness of the

Letter.

If

Sm, how is it potfible but ye muft be
dead to the Law? For the Law is not of Faith GaL
But if you perform your Obedience for
12.
iii.
Life and Salvation, looking for Acceptance with
God on the Account of your Works, you go in a
a Way directly oppofire to the Way of Faith, and

tisfaction for

either altogether reject Chrift's fatisfy'mg of the

Law,

impute Imperfection unto his Payment of the
And Qhrift is become of no EffeB unto you,
Bond,
whofoever of you are juftified by the Law ; ye are
fallen from Grace, Gal. v. 4.
or

elfe

Thus

far o£.the firft

Part of the Covenant,

name*

ly, the conditionary Part.

Z%k

The Second Tart ofthe Covenant,

namely,

Promissory

The

Covenant, whether
IN proper Covenant,
every

there

a pro/^r Covenant,

is

it

Tart.

be a proper or imAnd in

a Promife.

the promij/ory Part

anfwers to

being an Obligation, which
the Party-covenariter to whom the Condition is perthe conditionary Part

;

formed, comes under, for fome Benefit to be beftow'd in view of the Performance of the Condition.
This is the Promife of a proper Covenant, binding
on him who makes it, providing the Party contrading with him do his Part. In every fuch Cafe,
where the Thing is lawful and poffihle, it binds in
Point of truth and Faithfulnefs, by virtue of Compacl : In fome Cafes it binds alfo, in Point of remunerative Juftice ; to wit, where the Condition
performed is properly equivalent to the Benefit promifed.

The Covenant of Grace, made between God,
and Christ as the Head and Reprefentative of his
fpiritual Seed, is a proper

there

is

Covenant.

a promijfory Part, anfwering

And

tionary Part already explainer And it
Part of the Covenant, as the other was

diator's.

pake the

Thereby

God

Benefits therein,

in

it

to the con di-

God's

is

the

Me-

hath obliged himfelf, to
condefcended on, forthcoming*

The

Xj8

Pan

promijjory

coming, upon the Consideration of the performing
And forafmuch as the Condition
the Condition.

,of

performed by Chrift, was ftriftly meritorious of the
the Promifes are binding and firm,
;
not only in refped of the 'Truth and Faitbfulnefs,

Benefits promifed

of the Juftice, of God.
what Weight and Importance the promijjory
Tart of the Covenant is, will appear by the follow-

but alfo

Of

ing Conflderations.
Firft,

Part of

Eph.

The Covenant hath
being called the

it,

ii.

12. Covenants,

its Name from this
Covenants of Promife

becaufe,

tho'

ftill

in

it

but one Covenant, yet from its firft Promulgation in Paradife, it was often renewed, as to
(elf

Abraham, Jacob, the Jfraelites in the Wildernefs,
and to David : And as oft as it was renewed, it
was renewed in a Promife. The firft Covenant had
a Promife of Life ; yet is not it called a Covenant
of Promife
Covenant,

On

:

the contrary,

the

oppofed to the Promife

is

Law,
;

or that

tho* not in

its Ufe, yet in its Nature, Gal. iii. 18 If the Inheritance be of the Law, it is no more of Promife.
For the Law's Promife of Life, was fufpended on

the Condicion of Works, to

themfelves

:

Whereas

be performed by

in the fecond

Men

Covenant, Life

and Salvation are promijed to Sinners freely, for
ChrilVs Sake, without Refped to any Work of
theirs, as the Condition thereof.

The Covenant is dcfcribed to us, by
Holy Ghoft, as a Cluikr of free Promifes of
Grace and Glory to poor Sinners, in which no
mention is made of any Condition. Heb. viii. 10
.

Secondly,

the

—

/ will put my Laws into their
*this is the Covenant
Mind, and write them in their Hearts : And J will
le to them aQody and they J]jall be to me a People.
,

ver.

of the Covenant.
ysr.

And

1 c

Know
to

Lord

the

leajt to

Man

and every

Neighbour,

:

139

teach every

they Jbatt not

Man

his

Brother, faying,
For all ft all know me, from the

the great eft. ver.

his

12 For 1 will be merciful

and their Sins and their
member no more. Thefe Promifes
Con dit. jm, having been propofed to, and

their Unrighteoufnefs,

Iniquities p)iU I r~
v.

mi

their

accep^d by £$111$ asfecond Adam, and the Con*
dit ion pertomed by him ; the Covenant comes natively,

Gofpel to be

in the

to be by
thrift,

us

by

before

fet

received and embraced

Faith.

Way

Thus

us in them,
in

the Promifes are

and

thro*

the Cove-

even God's Covenant,
;
to perform his Part,
bound
himfelt
wherein he hath
And
hath
already
performed
his.
as the Mediator
the
of
this
Covenant
indeed,
Grace
Senfe
in

nan c by

is

not

of Eaiinency

conditional, but confifts

of abfolute

Pro-

Promifes become abfolute, through
;
the Condition thereof actually performed already :
mifes

that

is,

But being confidered
reipedt ot Chrift

;

thereof, are properly

thirdly,

furchafe

its

full

Latitude, and

and

and ftri&ly

The Promifes

ail

in

the Promifes

conditional.

Covenant are the

ot the

of the Blood of Chrift

fulfilling all

Death.

in

the Covenant

;

the

Fruit of his

Righteoufnefs, in his Birth, Life, and

As

Adam's Sin;

the
fo

Curfe came by the Demerit of
the Promifes are owing to the

Merit of Chrift's Righteoufnefs, they are the New
1 Cor xi. 25. From the Pro~
mifeofthe Bread and Water (Jfa. xxxiii. i<5) to
the Promife of a Seat with him on his throne (Rev.
iii.
21) they are ail the Purchafe orTiis meritorious
Obedience even to the Death. Juftly are they called

tfeftament in his Blood

exceeding precious Promifes 2 Pet. i. 4. as being the
Price of his Blood.
Of what unipeakabk Weight

and

The
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fromijfory-

and Importance muft
Price,

they

be, that

between the Father and his

Fourthly,

venant,

is

Tart
own

coft

Son

fucb a

!

The great Befign and End of the Coaccomplifhed in the performing of\ the*

promijfory Fart thereof

;

And

God, and the Salvation
Glory to God, and Grace

that

is

the Glory of

of Sinners.

The

great

up
from the whole of the Covenant, meet together
here, namely, in the Accomplifhment of the Promifes; as all the Rivers meet together in the Sea.
The Promifes were the great Thing the PartiesView, when they entred into
contra&ers had
the Covenant: It was Room for them, the Father
fought, by his Propofal of the Covenant ; and that
was what the Son intended to purchafe, by his fulThe Condition of the Covefilling the Condition.
to Sinners, fpringing

m

nant

is the Foundation of the Promifes ; the Promifes,
the glorious SuperfiruBer reared upon that coftly

Foundation.
is

The

Administration of the Covenant,

fubfervient to the Accomplishment of the

mifes.

The

Condition of the Covenant

Pro-

was per-

formed on Earth , in the Space of about ^thirty
:
The Promifes have been a performing,
more than Five thoufand Years on Earth, and will
5
be a performing in Heaven, thro the Ages of Eterthree Tears

nity.-

Fifthly,

Ele&,

The Happinejs and Comfort of all
Time and Eternity, depends upon

the

the
What keeps unconvertPromifes of the Covenant.
ed Eled Perfons from dying in that State, and fo
for

dropping down to Hell, but the Promife of the Covenant ? Whau makes Grace overtake them, when
they are fleeing from it, but the Promife ? What
preserves Grace in them, like a Spark of Fire in
aft Ocean, that it is not extinguifht, but the Pro-

wife?

mife

141
of the Covenant.
what is their Security and Comfort in

And

?

the fame Promife

the Face of Death, but
xxiii.

?

2 *&/;/.

5.

The Glory of the Man Chrift, as Meon the Promife of the Covenant.
depends
diator,
Security,
in the Faith of which he
the
was
This
lived on Earth, about the Space of Thirty three
Years, in a very low Condition,* and in end, died
an ignominious Death. Pfal. xxii. 4 Our Fathers
Sixthly,

trufted in thee

:

<they trufted,

and thou

didft deliver

He

paid the Price of the Redemption of
Sinners, while as yet many of the Redeemed were
not born, nay nor as yet are, and feveral of them
embrew'd their Hands in his Blood But he refted
on the Promife of the Covenant. He pleaded it,
when he was juft entring into the fwelling Waves of
Death, where he was, like Jonah, to be fwallowed

them.

:

John

up,

xvii.

5

Now,

O

Father, glorifie

me with

And in the Faith of the Accomplifhment
thy elf
of the Promife, he compleated his Performance of

f

.

Fer the Joy that was Jet before him
:
in the Promife, he endured the Crofsy defpifing the

the Condition

Shame, Heb.
Laftly,

xii. 2.

God h&thfwom

the Promife of the

Cove-

made a Covenant with my Chofen :
J have fwom unto David my Servant. The Apoflle
tells us, that God willing more abundantly to fhew
nant.

/ have

unto the Heirs of Promife the
by an

Immutability of his

A

Oath, Heb. vi. 17.
tender Man v/iilnot fwear a Promife, but in a Matter of Weight.
Of what unfpeakable Weight and
Importance then, inuft. the Promife of the Covenant
Counfel, confirmed

be,

which the

&jOath

it

God

of

Truth hath confirmed with

?

Now

I4i
Of the Promises
Now for clearing of this Part of the
we

Covenant;

(i) Confider of the Promifes in general,

(hall

and (2) Take a move particular View of them.

Of

AS

the Promifes in general.

to the Promifes in general,

two Things

to be enquired into

What are the
%°o whom they

Firft,

:

general Kinds of them ; and Secondly
kx^ made.
1 As to the general Kinds of the Promifes
\

sidering the Parties,

whom

on

Covenant of Grace have
Effect, they

Firft 1

the Promifes

two

con-

\

of the

and immediate

their direct

appear to be of

arc

general Kinds.

Some

diate Effect

Covenant

-

Work, and
Name. So

of them have their direSl and immeon Christ himfelf, the Head of the

fuch as the Promife of Affiftance in his
the Promife of a Name above every
in

the

firft

Covenant, there were Pro-

which were to have their direct and immediate Effect on Adam himfelf, and look'd not, but
mediately and indirectly to his Pofterity, foch of
mifes,

them, at leaft, as fhould have lived after the compkat fulfilling of the Condition of that Covenant
:

Namely, the Promifes, of natural Life continued in
Vigor and Comfort, and o{ spiritual Life continued
in Favour and Fellowfhip with God, during the
Courfe of his probationary Obedience.
Secondly, Others of them have their direct and
immediate Effect on ChrifVs fpiritual Seed, compre-

hended with him

in

the Covenant

Promifes of Regeneration, of the

ckanfvw from the Defilement

;

fuch

as

the

new Hearty and

of Sin.

So

in

the
firft

;

in general
firil

Adam's Covenant,

14J

the Promife of Life contain-

ed a Promife of the holy Conception and Birth of
his natural Seed : In refpect of which, the Promife
would have had its direel and immediate Effect, not
on Adam himfelf, but on his Pofterity.
next Thing to be considered, is, 5T<)
II. The
whom they were made ? And we may take up thil
Point, in two Things.
First, The Promifes of the frrft Sort, namely,
Thefe having their dire 5 and immediate Effect on

Christ, were made to Cbrift himno doubt can be moved.
And they
were made to him as Head of the Covenant, the
This
fecond Adam, the Reprefejitative ofIris Seed.
appears from our Text, wherein he is called the Chofen,
the Head-Elect, and Reprefentativeofthe Election,
David God's Servant : In which Capacity,, the
Covenant was cut off, or made, to him, by the
the Per/on

felf.

Of

Father.

of

this

'Tis evident that

all

the Promifes of

Af-

Work, and of his fubfequent Reward, were made to him, in view of his Per-

Rfiance in

his

formance of the Condition : And therefore, ftnee her
performed the Condition, as Head of the Covenant,
fecond Adam, and Reprefentatrve of his Seed
thefe Promifes were made to him in that Capacity.
The Promifes of this Kind then were made to
Chrift only.

And

that

was

the peculiar

Honour

put upon the Head of the Covenant, in the proTttiffbry Part ; as it was his peculiar Burden to fulthe conditiomry Part.
fil
So he hath the Name
which is above every Name, and is anointed with
the Oil of Gladnefs above his Fellows.
In the
Eiefiion, whereof he is the Head, he mines above

Sun in 'Mfr Pridian Brightnefs,
above the twinkling Stars. He is the Benjamin, at
God's
the

reft,

as the

Of the
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God's Table with

Promt fes

Brethren

;
whofe Mefs of
Promifes in the Covenant, is, five fames fo much
as any of theirs ; The Jofepb, who was feparate
from his Brethren, in fulfilling the Condition of
the Covenant ; and hath a double Portion in the
promifed Land, made over to him, as the Firfl-

bom amongfi many

his

Brethren.

Honour and Profperity of
Members their Intcreft,
in refpecl: of their Union and Communion, being
a joint Intereft So the Glory and Honour fettled
on Christ, by Promife, are a Spring of Grace
Neverthelefs, as the

the

Head, redound

to the

•

:

and Glory to his Members, an enriching Treafure;
Glory and Crown. He is that Head of Goldt
which puts a Glory on the Body : And the Ointment poured upon the Head, cannot mifs to go

their

down to the Skirts of his Garments. And hence is
(i) The continual Cry of Prayer by the whole

Company

of the

the Promifes

Faithful, for

made

the accomplifhing of

the Mediator,

to

Pfal. IxxiL

15. Prayer alfojball be made for him continually.
'Tis evident, that Pfalm concerns the Mefjias.

But Prayer made continually for Chp^ist How can
that be? why, 'till the World end that Cry in
!

Prayer, fhall never

among

ceafe

the Faithful, tfby

began with Adam's
embracing the Promife, by Faith; was carried on
And
all along the Time of the Old Teftament
now it hath been founding in the New Teftament
Church more than Sixteen hundred Years, and fhaM
Oiot ceafe until the Confummation of all Things.
^2)- Hence alfo the joyful Acclamations of Pratfe,

Kingdom come Matth.

vi. 10.. It

:

.

by

the fame

Company,

for the

Accompli/bment of

Whenfoever
Acgomplifliment
made,
pears any fuch

Promifes to the Mediator.

apMatter

there
'tis

in general

1\$

of Joy to the Church ; and rjie.rhore there appears
of it, the Joy is the more increafed.
Thus the

Church hath
mifc, of

Ifa.

xii.

xix.

i,

a,

the
i,

tog, upon

gathering

of his Victory

of the

Calling pi

End

.when, the

the fulfilling of the Pro-

of the Nations unto
over
the

being come,

Jews

vcr

6

:

the Promifcs

all

him

Revel,

Antkbrifi

And
made

to him (hall, be accorapliuYd \ that will afford them
an everlafh'ng Song of Praife.
Secondly, The Promifes of the other Sore,
namely, thefe having theix 'diretf and immediate
Effect on the ElecJ, are made* to Chrift Primarily,
•

and

to

to the

them Secondarily : Fit ft, to
Members, through him.

the

Head;

then,

The Promifes having their immediate Efon the Eleft, are made to Christ immediately,
primarily, and chiefly,
God hath, in the Covenant, promifed Grace and Glory, all that pertains
to Life and Godlmefs, unto a felect Company of
Mankind But the Promife of all thefe, was firjt
and chiefly made to Christ their Head 3 fo that he
hath not only an Inter eft in thefe Promifes, but the
chief Intereft in them.
This ..appears by feverai Documents from the Word of God.
i. The Apoftls teftifies, that the Promifes were
made to the Seed, which is Chrift Gal. iii. 16. And
Firfiy

fect

:

-

the Promifes he fpeaks

of,

are the

Promife of the

14, of the
ver. 18, the Promifes received through

BleJJingt of the

Spirit ver.

14. Even thefe are

made

to

Inheritance

Faith ver.
Head of

Chrift the

is confirmed by thefe Paffages, which
(hew God's Covenant to be made with Chrift, and
in the mean Time explain it by a Promife of the
Happincfs of his Seed, PfaL lxxxix. 3 with 4, ver:
38 and 2$) ver. 35 and 36, And what is more

the B>dy. This

K

natural,

Of
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the Promijes

natural, than to make a Promife to a Father, in
favour of his Children ?
2.

Our Lord

^things (Heb.

Covenant, 1

Jefus is conftitute the

Heir of

all

2) in virtue or the Promife of the
will make him my Firft-born Pfal.

i.

Now

as the fecond Adam, be
by his Father's Promife, the
Promifes of #// Things are made to him ; and confequently, the Promife of eternal Life, comprehending all Happinefs to his People, is made to him
in the firft Place.
So Chrifi is the firft and chief
Heir, and they are fecondary Heirs in and thro*

Ixxxix, 27.

Heir of

if Chrlft,

all Things,

him. Hence in view of the great Promife of the
Covenant, / will he their God, our Saviour hath that
endearing Exprcflion, / afcend unto my Father and
your Father, and to my God and your God, John xx.
17. Compare Rom. viii. 17 And if Children, then
Heirs, Heirs of God, and Joint-heirs with Chrifi.
3.

As in

Life to

the Covenant of

Adam's natural

Seed,

Works, God promifed
upon Condition of his

Obedience ; which is evident from Death's
coming on them by his Difobedience So in the
Covenant of Grace, he hath promifed Life to
Christ's fpiritual Seed, upon Condition of his
Obedience For as in Adam all die, even fo in
Chrifl /ball all he made alive 1 Cor. xv. 22. But
that Promife of Life for Adam's natural Seed, was

perfect

:

:

made to Adam himfelf, while as yet none
of them were in Being ; and they were to partake
5
of it, only thro him, to whom it was made as their
Reprefentative.
Therefore, the Promife of Life to

primarily

Christ's fpiritual Seed, was made chiefly to Christ
Achimfelf; and to them, only in and thro' him.
cordingly we are told, that the Promife of eternal
Life, upon which the Hope of Believers is built,

was

in general

14.7

World began Tit. i. 2. And,
to whom could it be then made, immediately and
frimarily, buc to Chwft the Head of the Cove-

was made

nant

before

the

?

Thefe Promifcs contain a Pare of the R*ward, made over in the Covenant, to Jefus Chrift,
Who for the Joy that was Jet before him, endured the
Crofs Heb. xii. 2. A great Part of which Joy lay
the travel of his
here; He Jhall fee his Seed
of
thefe
Promiks were
n.
All
liii.
10,
Soul Ifa.
Blood,
to
his
him;
Purchafe
of
of iiis
the
Price
the
Laftly,

—

Obedience and Death

\

therefore caifcd

the

New

To whom could the Reward
but to him, who performing the

ffeftament in his Blood.

be chiefly promifed,
Condition, wrought thtWork ? Unto him therefore it
was of Debt, namely in virtue or the Promije, which
made it due to him, upon his performing of the
The Blcflings of the Covenant, which
Condition.

come on the Elec*fc, are certainly to be
a Reward to Chrift, as well as a free
And confidering them in the firft of

considered as
Gift to them.

thefe Views,
no more Abfutdity in the Promife of the
new Hearth being made to Christ than in a
Phyfician's making a Promife to a Father, to cure
his lame Child, when he hath given him Security
In which Cafe, the Child cannot look
for his Fees
on the Promife as made to himfelf at all, but
fecondarily thro* his Father, who was the Party-

there

is

,*

:

contra&er.

This is a Point of confiderable Weight, and fetves
both to inform our Minds, and direct our Practice :
For the following Inferences from it, are native.
(1) The Promifcs of the Covenant are not made
to the Believer's good Works ; but to Chrijl's Works,
and to the working Believer in him. Unto the
%
£c-

K

;

1

48

Of the

Promifes

Believer they are abfolutely free, and not of Deht
and therefore are not made to his Works : For to hint
that worketh, is the Reward not reckoned of Grace,

hut of Debt Rom. iv. 4. There is indeed a comely
Order of the Promifes, whereby the Promife of

Purity of Heart to the El eft, goes before the Promife of their feeing God in Heaven ; the Promife of
Humiliation, before that of lifting up : Whereupon,
it is declared in the Adminiftratioii

of the Covenant,
thar the Pure in Heart (hall fee God, that they who

bumble themfetoes Jhall he lifted up : And thus
Godhnefs hath Promife of the Life that now is, and
of that which is to come 1 lim. iv. 8. But the Foundation of: all thefe Promifes, whether of Things that
are our Duty, or our Privilege, what they all depend upon as their proper Condition, is the Obedience
of Chrift allenarly ; they being all made to him,
in the

Place, the latter as well as the former.

firft-

(2) The firft Grace, whereby the dead Eled arc
quickned, and made to believe and unite with Chrift,
is

conveyed to them

in the

Channel of a Promife, as

well as the Grace following

Faith

37 J will put my Spirit within you.

;

Ezek. xxxvi.
For

altho* in

not capable of a bePleading of the Promife ; nor have they,

their natural

lieving

State, they are

Time,

a perfonal faving Intereft in the
Lord Jefus kneweth them that
are his, and for whom the Promifes were made to
him ; and, having the Adminifiration of the Covenant in his own Hand, he cannot fail of feeing to
the accomplifhing of them, in the. appointed Time.
Howbeit they, being dead in tfrefpajjes and Sins,
Vet he, having
cannot confult their own Intereft
at that

Promifes

:

Yet, the

:

the chief Intereft in the Promifes, will not negle&
1

his

in general.
his

own Caufe; but
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them cxa&ly accom-

will fee

pl'iflicd.
*

(2)

The

Way

to be perfinally

rcfted in the Promifes, for

unite with Chrift by Faith

and favingly

Time and

Eternity,

triteis

to

For all the Promtfes of
htm are Tea, and in him Amen, 2 Cor. i.

God

in

20.

Would

:

how the great and premay become yours ? Why, they arc

ye fain know,

cious Promifes

all made to him.
Take him y and
Evan as he who marries the Heirefs,
hath a Right to her Portion, and all the Bills and
Bonds, wherein any of it is contained.
(4) When> thro Deadnefs and Darknefs of Spirit, whether ariiing from fome Confcience-wafling

all his;

they are

they are yours

:

5

Guilt, or

otherwife, your

Faith of the

Promife

is

and you cannot again faften your Grip upon
Embrace
it, becaufe you can fee no Good in you
Chrift again, and the Promife in him, notwithstanding of your feen and felt Smfulnefs and utter Unworth inefs : And by no Means (land oft' from the
Promife, until you be in better Cafe ; but fay with
the Pfalminy Iniquities prevail againft me : As for
our T'ranjgreffions thoufhalt purge them away, Pfal.
lxv. 3. For as the Goodnefs in you, was not the Ground
fo the Evil in you doth not overof the Promife
turn it, and make it of none Effect.
The Foundation
of the Promife ftands fure in Chrift, whatever Alterations the Frame and Cafe of a Believer's Spirit,
do undergo. It is eflablifhed as the Moon (Pfal,
lxxxix. 37) which is ftill the fame in it felf notwithstanding of the Variety of its Appearances to our
faird,

:

;

Sight, one while

waxing,

at another

Time wan-

ing.

(5)

Come

The
to

true

God

Way

in the

to plead the Promifes,

Name

K

is

to

of Christ, and plead
3

tht

1

Of the Tromifes
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them to us for his Sake, John xvi.
ye Jball ask the Father in my Name*
IVhatfoever
23
he will give it you, Matth. xxi. 22 Believing, ye
jh all receive. Dan. ix. 17 O ourGod—-caufe thy
Face to JJoine upon thy Sanctuary that is defolate,
the fulfilling or

for the Lord's Sake.
lieving,

is

To

a Member of

ask in Chrift's Name, befelt before the Lord, as

one's

to prefent

and cleaving to him
and for the Sake of
;
the Head, to implore the free Favour of the ProThis
mife, relying on his Merit for obtaining it.
is the Import of that Paffage Gen. xii. 3, as it re-

offered unto

lates

Earth

to

Chrift, joined

us in the Gofpel

Chrift, In

thee Jhall

all Families of the

(to wit, that fhall be bkffed) be

rather, as the original

made to

Word

properly

kneel, namely, to receive

that are bleffed being blejjed

bleffed,
fignifics,

the Blefling

in Chrift

Eph.

;
i.

or
be
all
3.

This is the Method, in which
God difpenfeth the Favours of his Promife, 2 Sam.
vii. 2 1 For thy {ford's Sake, and according to thine
ewn Heart haft thou done all thefe great ^things.
Compare 1 Chron. xvii. ip For thy Servant's Sake 9
0nd according to thine own Heart haft thou done all
this GreatneJ's. i. e For the Sake of the Word thy
Servant the MeJ/tas: For as both thefe Paffages
are a Narration of the very fame Thing, there is
no Manner of Difference at all between them, in
the Original, fave that where the one hath thy Word%

Compare Philip, ii.

10.

the other hath thy Servant.

(6) Believers may hereby ftrengthen their Faith
of the Accomplishment of the Fromifes to them.
Whatever eafy Work fome have, in maintaining
jheir prefumptuous Hopes of the Mercy ot God to
eternal Life ; whiie, not feeing the heinous Nature
of their Sip, they build tljcir Hopes on fomething

m

in general:
in tbemfePves, rather than

the Covenant, in Chrift Jefus

Godly, no
from the joint
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upon the free Promife of

fmall Difficulty in

:

Yet unto the ferious
doth arifc

believing,

View of the Greatnefs and PrecioufPromifes,
the
and the Greatnefs of their Sins
of
nefs
and of their Unworthinefs. Hence they are ready
to fay, Can ever fuch Promifes be made out to
fuch a one as I am ? And truly, there is nothing
in them, that can furnifli an Anfwer to this grave
Cafe.

But here

is

a Satisfying Anfwer to

it

:

The

them made to Christ chiefly,
even to him who purchafed them with his Blood ;
and Juftice requires, that they be performed to him:
Promifes are

all

of

And being performed to him, they muft needs
have their Effect on all his Members, for whom,
becaufe in themfclves unworthy, he merited them.
So the Soul may fay, However unworthy I am, yet
he is worthy for whom God fhould do this.
Secondly, The Promifes having their immediate
ElecT:, are made to themselves,
and thro' Chrift. As he hath the
fundamental and chief Intcreft in them ; fo they
have a derived Intereft in them, thro* him. There
was from Eternity a legal Union between Chrift
and them, in the Covenant ; whereby their Debt
became bis y and the Promifes made to him became theirs. As, upon the one Hand, the Lord
laid on him the Iniquities of us all Ifa. liii. 7 ; fo,
on the other Hand, Grace was given us in Chrift
Jefus, before the World began 2 Tim. i. 9. In Sftme ,
there is a real myfticai Union made between him
and them, upon his taking Poffeffion of tbem by
The
his Spirit, and dwelling in them by Faith.
former conftituted a Right for them, unto the Pro-

Effect

on the

fecondarily, in

mifes, in Chrift the

Head : The
K4

latter vefts

them
witlt

;

I

$i

Of;the

Prompts,

&c

with a Right thereto, in their own Perfons, thro'him; as being a&ual Members of his Body. In
refpect of the one, eternal Life

and Grace
legan y Tic.

Believers

other,

Heb.
Eph.

17.

vi.
iii.

6.

believe Gal.

Thus

it

2

2.

i.

are

Tim.

i.

faid to be promifed,

us, before the

9.

World-

In refped of

the

the Heirs of Promife
of his Promi/e in Chrift

called

Partakers

and the Promife
iii.

is

be %iven

to

faid

is

given

them that

to

22.

appears, that

thefe

Promifes are

made

to Chrift's ipiritual Seed, as well as to himfelt
tho' primarily to him as the Keprefentattve, on

whom

the fulfilling of the Condition was laid

5

and

but fecondanly to them as the Keprefentedy who
were to receive the Benefit. And hence ariferh
another Difference, namely, That, properly and
fiddly fpcaking, the Promifes were conditional to
Chrift, but they are abfolate and free to us: Even
as the Promife of Life in the firft Covenant, which
was .conditional to Adam, would have been abfolate
to his natural Seed, the Condition once being fulThus drift's Merit, and the free Grace of
filled.
God, meet tcgerher in the Covenant Juftice is
fully fatisfied, and Grace runs freely, in that Chan:

nel

;

the Promifes

being

all

purchafed at the

full

Rats, but no Part

Hence we

of the Price advanced by us.
obtain precious Faith with all other fav-

ing Benefits, through' the Righteoufnefs of God, and
cur Saviour Jefus Chrift (or rather, the Kighteoufnefs of our God and Saviour Jefus Chrift J as the
proper Condition of them all, 2 r'er. i. 1. And in the

mean Time, God
his

own Sake

blottetb out ourTranfgrefiions, for

Ifa.

xliii.

25.

And

all

Things

that

pertain unto Life and. Godlinefs arc given (ox gifted)
unto us, z Pec. i, 3.

Of

the Promifes

Of

HA V

I

we

or

them

;

NG

peculiar to Chnfi.

fpoken of the Promifes in general,

corru

n <w to take a more particular

and

nrft.,

of the" Promifes

View

peculiar

to

Thefc are many, but may all be
reduced to Three H> ads, to wit, the Promife of Affifiance, of Accept ancc, and of Reward or his Work.
First, Our Lord Jeius had a Prqmife of As-

Chfjst

himfwlr.

sistance

Work, Pfal. lxxxix. 21 Mute Arm
Having undertaken the Work

in his

JJjall ftrengtben him.

or

our Redemption, he had

when

that

came

it

ftrengthen and
it,

IJa.

xlii.

1

his Father's

Promife,

would
him in going through with
.And in the Faith of this co-

to

the fetting

to,

he

uphold

—

4.

5

went thro the harden;
Pieces thereof, Chap. 1..-6 I gave my Back to th*
Smitters, and my Cheeks to them that plucked off the
Hair : I hid not my Face from Shame and Spitting.
Ver. 7 For the Lord God will help me. Accordingly, in his Heavinefs in the Garden, There appeared an Angel unto him from Heaven, ftrengthping him, Luke xxii. 43. And this promifed Affiftance, was the Token of his Father's good Pleasure in, and likiug of, the Work, while ir was a
venanted

Affiftance,

he

doing.

Secondly.
of his

He had

a Promife of the

Work, when once done

;

Acceptance

of the Acceptance

thereof, as a full

Discharge and Performance of the
Condition of the Covenant, entitling him to the
promifed Reward.
Hence, in view of the fure Performance of his Work, the Acceptance thereof was,
at

Of

154

the Promifes

at his Baptifm, proclaimed by a Voice from Heaven,
faying, uhis is my beloved Son, in whom 1 am wellpleafed,

Mat.

17.

iii.

Transfiguration, a

And

little

was renew'd,

it

before

his

at his

Paflion, Chap.

Unto this Promife of Acceptance, belongs
xvii. 5.
the Promife of his RefurrecJiof^ and of his Juftiflcation.
1.

The Promife

Pfal. xvi.

of his RefurrecJion from the dead,
my Soul in Hell;

10 tfhou wilt not leave

neither wilt thou fuffer thine holy

tion:

Which

Chrift,

AcJs

is
ii.

One

to fee

Corrup-

expounded of the Refurreclion of
God, by rai/ing Chri& from
31.

the dead, did in Effect declare his Acceptance of the
Work by him performed. It evidenced the Debt to
fully clear'd, that he who laid him up in the Prifon of the Grave, did bring him out of it again
fending his Angel to roll away the Stone from the

be

,•

Door of it, and
was agreed

fo to difmifs

in

him

legally.

the Covenant, that,

For thus
as

Chrift
fhould give himfelf to the Death, for the Satisfaction of Juftice ; fo the Father fhould bring him again
it

from the dead, in refpect of that
by his Blood Heb. xiii. 20.

Satisfaction

made

2. The Promife of his Juftificatim, Ifa. I. 8 He
near that juftifieth me. The Accomplifhment of
which is obferved by the Apoftle 1 £im. iii. 16
God was manifefted in the Flefb, juftified in the Spiis

rit.

Our Lord

Jefus

Chrift,

having no perfonal

Sins to be pardoned, needed no perfonal Jujlification : But as he was the Surety of the Elect, and had
the Iniquities of them all laid on him ; it was pro-

vided in the Covenant, as

juft, that,

the

Work

he

had undertaken, being performed, he fhould have
an official Juftification. Having paid the Debt, he
had by Promife^ a full and ample Difcharge thereof

155

peculiar to Chrift.

And
of, under the Hand and Seal of Heaven.
here lies the great Security or his People, againft
Demand
Las tly, He had
Law's

the

of Satisfaction from them.

Reward,

a Promife of a glorious

him as the proper Merit of his
There was a Joy jet before him, in the

to be conier'd on

Work

done.

Fromife, for which he endured the Crofs, defpfing
Never was there fuch a
the Shame, Heb. xii. 2.

Work wrought
ward

;

and never was

promifed.

Unto

fold Promife.
1. The Promife of a

it

cry unto me, *fhou art

Father,

Re-

my

God,
He Jball
Our Lord

Intereft in

Pfal. lxxxix.

my

a

belongs a Five-

new Kind of

God and Father,

as his

there fuch

there

26

God.

had God to his Father, by eternal BirthBut there was a new Relation conftituted,
right
between God and Christ as the fecond Adam
Head of the Covenant, founded upon his undertaking and fulfilling the Covenant-condition ; whereby he became Heir of God as his Heritage, accordding to that of the Apoftle, Rom. viii. 17 Heirs
cf God, and Joint-heirs with Chrift ; namely, with
For by his Obedience
Chrift as the primary Heir.
unto Death, he purchafed the Enjoyment of God9
I do not fay, he purchas'd
as a God and Father.
it for himfelf; the Man Chrift needed not to do
that, forafmuch as he had it, in virtue of the perfonal Union of the two Natures
But he purchafed
it for Sinners, who had loft all faring Intereft in
God, but could not be happy without it.
Jefus

:

:

2.

The Promife of a

glorious

Exaltation, to be

the Father's honorary Servant, Prime

Minifter of

Heaven, as great Adminiftrator of the Covenant.
Jfa.

lii.

1

3

Behold

Toejhall he exalted

my Servant
and

extolled,

(hall deal prudently^

and fa very

high.

Chap.

i$6

Of the

Chap.

xlix.

the People.

Promifes

thee for a Covenant of
In fulfilling the Condition of the Cove-

8 /

will—give

him the Form of>Bond~ Servant 9
and humbled himfelf even unto the Death of the
Crofs: Wherefore God alfo, according to the Protfijje of the Covenant, hath highly exalted him to
the Prime Miniftry of Heaven, and given him a
Name as great Admmiftrator of the Covenant,.
yjhicb is abovei every Name ; ifhat at the Name
Philip. iiV 7, 8,
of Jefm every Knee JJoould bqwi
The Nature, vail Extent, and Importance
q, 1 c.
nant, he took upon

.

»

'

of this Promife,

will-

when
Co-

afterwards be unfolded,

we come

to treat of the Adminiftration of the

venant,

in

virtue

thereof put

in

the

Mediator's

Hand.
3. The Promife of a Seed and Offspring, numerous as the Stars of Heaven, Ifa. liii. 10 He (loail

fee his Seed.
ly,

Gen. xv.

5

Sojhall thy Seed he

;

as the Stars of the Sky in Multitude Heb.

Even the whole Multitude
to live by his Death, and
Child doth that of

his

namexi,

of the Eleft, all of

to bear his

Father.

'He

Image

12.

them
as

a

confented to

Pangs of Death: But they were traveling
iflue in a numerous Birth.
He was as a
Corn of Wheat to fall into the Ground, and die :
But the Promife fecured to him, on that Condition,,
'Tis
his bringing forth much Fruit, John xii. 24.
in Purfuance of the Accomplifhment of this Promife,

fufter the

Pains, to

the Gofpel continues to be preached

from Age to

forafmuch as in virtue thereof, As many as.
are ordained to eternal Life (hall believe.
4. The Promife of his inheriting all Things, as
primary Heir, Pfal. lxxxix. 27 1 will make htm my
So the Apoftle fays, God hath appointFirft born.

Age

;

ed him Heir of

all

Things Hcb.

i.

2,

And

Chrift

him-

peculiar to Chrift.'
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himfelf declares his being put in Pofleffion accordingly, ;itf<^*.- xi. 27 All Things art delivered unto
the

of my Father.

able Treafures
confer'd

all his

/ will

beat

The Promife
and

he hath by Promife, {likfupporting of the Dignity

Bud of

on him.

wards.
Ladly,
ver

Thus

for the

alfo,

more

after-

of Victory and Dominion o-

his People's

down

this

Enemies, Pfal. lxxxix. 13

his Foes before his Face.

He wis

with Satan, Sin, and Death, in the
Quarrel of the defign'd Heirs of Glory ; and no
fooner was he engag'd againft them* but the wicked
World of Men began a War with him too : But he

to encounter

had his Father's Promife, for Vi&ory and Dominion over them all That, howbeit he mould get the
firft Fall, and die,
in the Battle, yet his Death
fhould be the Deflru&ion of Safaris Dominion, Sin's
Power, and Death's Bands over his People ; and
that whofover mould go about to fupport that tottering Intereft, mould fall under him.
Pfal. ex. 1
*the Lord fa'td unto my Lord, fit thou at my Rightband, until J make thine Enemies thy Footfiool.
:

And thus far of the Threefold Promife peculiaE
to Chrift himfelf, in the Covenant.

Of

;

Of

158

the

Promife of

Of the Promife of Eternal Lifb
to the Elect,

CONSIDERED
•

In Three Periods.

TH

E

Promifes

and

common

made

to the Eleft>

in

thro* Chrift unco them, in the

CoveA particular Enumeration of
nant, are alfo many.
them I intend not, tho* every one of them is more
frecious than the Gold of Ophir : But it would be
profitable for ferious

the

Chriftians, as they read thro*

Old and NewTeftament,

to

mark them

m

their

Bibles, for their fpiritual Treafure, flor'd with fuch

Variety, as affords what is fuitable for every Cafe
they can be in. They are all comprehended in, and
may be redue'd unto, this One, to wit, Stbe Pro-

mife of Eternal Life; for which the two following Texts may be view'd.
Tit. i. 2 In hope of eternal Life, which God
that cannot

lie,

promifed before the World

legan.

John ii. 25 And this is the Promife that h$
hath promifed us, even eternal Life.
In which Words, Three Things for our Purpofe
i

1. The great and
be obferved.
comprehenfivc Promife of the Covenant of Grace,
the Sum of all the Promifes therein, to Sinners

offer themfelves to

namely, The Promife of

Lifb Eternal: That's

fa

Eternal LifeO^der of

the

the

Words

in the

159
Original.

The

a Covenant of Life, defign'd for reftoring dead Sinners to Life : And fo the Promife of ir,
And that Life is Eternal.
is a Promife of Life.

Covenant

2.

is

The Date

World be-

of this Promife, before the

While as yet Time was not, and the Foungan.
dation of the World was not laid, it was made, and
5. The
eternal Life thereby fecur'd to the Eled.
The Maker of the Promife,
Parties concerned in it.
was

God

mud

that cannot

lie

;

whofe Promife therefore

And, by fpecial AppropriaFather : It was he that made it,

needs take Efted.

tion, 'twas the

24 Te

Ver.

and

alf$ Jball continue in the Son,

in the

Ver. 25 And this is the Promife that he
hath promifed us, &c. The Party it was made to,
is (1) And chiefly, Jefus Chrift, the fecond Adam

Father.

Head

of the Covenant : For there's no NecefTity,
to recede from the proper Signification of the Word

here ufed, which

promtfing; to a catachreftical
one, to wit purpofing : Since the Promifes were made
And he really was before
to thrift Gal. iii. id.
the

is

World began, and confequently then capable of

having a Promife made to him. (2) The Eleff in
him. He hath promifed us, namely, us legally in
him before the World began ; that is, tftc Eleff
who apply and plead the Promife then, when they
believe.

And

hence arifeth this Truth, viz. £he great

and comprehenfive Promife

to Chrift's fpiritual Seed,

in the Covenant, is the Promife of Life

made from

Eternity

to

Chrift,

and

Eternal,

to

them

in

him.

For opening
fhali

view

it

Promife of the Covenant, we
(1) More generally, (2) More parof this

ticularly.

1

la

Of

l6b.,
I.

the Promife of

it {peaks two Things, to Wit,
and
the Everlajlmgnefs of that
Happmefs,

In the general,

all true

Happinefs.
First, It comprehends, as the Matter thereof,
For Life is ufed for Happiall true Happiness.
nefs, in the holy Language, i Sam. xxv. 6.
So
.

John

And

ii.

ufld in the Stile oj

both
which
doth
tho/e
5
happy; by them. Flab.
(/. e. be
live
be happy) by his
fhall
fi*
4
(j
Juft
iv.

50.

Covenants, Rom.
ffbings, {hall live

'tis fo

Man

*tbe

x.

tf.

The Damned have

Faith.

a Life in Hejl, that will

for ever: But in the Stile of the Holy Ghoft,
they never fee Life, they are depriv'd of eternal
Life ; becaufe their Life is not a happy Life, but a

lad

miferable one.

It is evident

;rom the Writings

oi

the Prophets and Apoftles, that the Death threatned
in the
in

Covenant of Works, comprehended all Mifery,
World and in the World to come ; and

this

confequently, that the .Life therein promifed,

Com-

Happinefs in Time and Eternity.
Forafmuch then as the Life promifed in the Covenant of Grace, was defign'd for retrieving the Lofs,

prehended

all

Sinners fuftaiivd by the Fall

Comprehended

go. as

it mull needs, in its
;
wide as the Death which

From all which
thereby they became liable unto.
we conclude, that God, in promffing Life to the
Elect in Chrift, hath promis'd them -all Happinefs,
which accordingly goes under
(imply,

in

the

Scripture,

1

the

John-

Name
v.

12

of Life,

He

that

And thus the Covenanthath the Son hath Life.
Life extends to all Welfare of the whole Man, and
to all the Means by which it is c*.mpaiTed.
Firft, The Covenant-///^ extends to all Welfare
of the whole Man, Soul and Body '- the latter, as
,

well as the former.

And

therefore,

from the Covenant

161

eternal Life.

Lord proves the RefurrecJion of the Body,
againft the Sadduces Matt, xxii 31, 32. Tho' the
riant our

Soul

is

the principal Part,

it is

not the o»/y Part,

of the Covenant,
for the Lord, and the Lord for the
Body, as well as the Soul is for him, and he for it,
1 Cor. vi. 13.
As the Body had its Share* in the
therein

provided

The Body

In virtue

tor.

is

Death threatned in the fi.ft Covenant; fu it hath,
and lhall have, its Share in the Life promifed in
the fecond. Since the Price of the Redeemer's Blood,

was paid

the

for

Bodies of his People,

Covenant

filling the Condition of the

;

in his ful-

the Life fe-

cur'd in the Promife, mull extend to them, as well
as to their Souls.
Secondly, It extends to all the

that Welfare

and

is

Whether Paul,

perfected.

or the World, or Life,

or

things

to

Means by which

to be compafled, begun, advanced,

come

;

or

or Apollos, or Cephas,

Death,

or ^things pre/ent,

all are yours,

1

Cor.

iii.

2 2.

For the iecuring of the Benefit itfelf, by Promife,
fecures all the Means by which it is to be brought
about.
Hence the Covenant defcends, even to the
Bread and the Water, neceflary for the Support of
natural Life, Ifa. xxxiii. 16.
Secondly, The Promife comprehends
the
Everlastingness of that Happinefs. 'Tis not only Life, that is promifed ; but Life eternal, Life
for evermore Pfal. exxxiii. 3, which from the Moment it is given, fhall never be extinguifhed, thro'
the Ages of Time and EternityIn the Stile of
the Scripture, eternal Life is not refirified to the
State o£ Glory in Heaven.
But the Life communicated to a Sinner, in the firft Moment of his

Union with

Chrift,

is

eternal

;

it

is

the eternal

Life promifed in the Covenant, according to the

L

Scripture,

i6l

Of

Tromife of

the

John iii. 36 He that believeth on the
hath- ever lading Life, See Chap. v. 24.
John v. ii, 12. Hence, from the Promife of

Scripture,

Son,
1

the Covenant, tbejuflfbatt live by Faith, the Apoftle proves the Perfever ance of the Saints Heb.

A plain Evidence, that Perfever ance in
38
Grace, in this our State of Imperfection is a Part
of the eternal Life promifed in the Covenant, as well

x.

:

,

Heaven's Happmefs. And thus the CovenantLife extends to that which now is, and that which

as

is to

come,

Firft,

It

1

Tim.

iv.

extends

And

8.

to

the

that now is, in
eternal Life be-

Life

this

World.

gun

in the feverai Parts thereof, with

this is that

Refpect both

and Body. If Men meafure Happmefs by
the Smiles and Frowns of common Providence, no

to Soul

Man

indeed can be counted happy before Death,

But the facred Oracles teach us to take our Meafutes
of it another Way, to wit, by a perfonal faving
Intereft in the Covenant ; and do pronounce them
happy, whofe

God is

the Lord, whatever be

between

them and the Grave, Pfal. cxliv. 15. So, there's
promifed in the Covenant Happmefs begun in this
Life, both as to Soul and Body
the Happinefs of
;

the

and

Way

to the

infallibly to

Kingdom

;

be carried

Salvation happily begun,
on.

Secondly, It extends to the Life that is to come in

the other World.

And

that

k

the fame

eternal

Life consummated and perfected, in refpect both of
Soul and Body, in Heaven. There the Promife of
the Covenant, is to receive its full Accomplimment of which Believers now have the Earneft t
which is not only a Part of the Thing promifed,
;

cut an Affuravcs of the whole.
II.

For

eternal Life.
II. For a more particular View of
of eternal Life to the Elect, it may be
three Periods

16$
the

Promife

confidered in

Union with Chrift
Union with Chrift, until Death

(i) Before their

;

From their
and (3) From Death,

(2)

thro' Eternity.

;
5

Of the O-

and the laft of
and indeed not
much of it, in the middle Period. For it is like a
River, iifuing from a hidden Spring, and running
far under Ground ; then, rijiiig above Ground, and
running on, till it go forth into the Ocean. The
hidden Spring,, from whence the Promife of eternal
Life to the Elect, itfueth forth, is, God's free
Grace, which was given us in Chrifi Jefus, before
2 Tim. i. g.
It runs
the World bega?i y
under:
Ground, undii'cernible even to the Parties themperation of the Promife, in the
thefe Periods ,

felves,

the

till

in effectual

Moment

Calling

were,

above

Death

;

thro* the

we know but

;

firft

little

Union with

of their

then riling,

Ground,

in

;

viiible

Chrift,

rims on,

it

Streams,

as

it

until

and thereafter, it runs full and perfpicuous
Ages of Eternity. We (hall take a View

of the great Lines of the Promife 9 in thefe
ral Periods.

R

P E
(Before

its feve1

I

O D

Vnion with

I

Chrifi;

the
we conlider the Promife of eternal Life
IF Eled,
as
acand
the
Handing
Covenant,
as
to

in

complifhM to them, and having
before their Union

with

two great Linos

it

in

:

Chrift

its Effect,
j

on them,

we may

Namely, a Promife

perceive*

of their

The Promije of Prefervation.

i6i\

Prefervatwn, and a Promife of the Spirit

of which

;

in order.

I.

The Promife of? reservation.

The Promife of eternal Life to the &!*&, in the
Covenant, comprehends a Promije or their Preservation, till the happy Moment or t\\:\v fpiritual
Marriage with Jefus Chrift, wherein they fhall be
in

fettled

a

State

of

Grace.

xvi.

Ezefc.

6.

And

when I faffed by thee, and faw thee polluted in thine
own Blood, 1 faid unto thee when thou waft in
Heb. I faid to thee, live in thy
Bloody live.
Blood as feveral approven Verfions do read it. In
this illuftrious Paflage of Scripture, is ihewed, under the Similitude of an expo/ed or out caft Infant,
the natural State and wretched Condition, in which
God found Jfrael, and finds all the Eletf ; the former being a Type of the latter. There is a Twofold
paffing by this wretched Out caft, and thefe at two
very diltant Times, intimated by the Holy Ghoft.
The firft, on the Day ihe was bom and caft out,

thy

;

Ver. 4,

The

5, 6.

marriedy

actually
to the

Ver.

lime of the

(lie
was grown,
what Time fhe was

fecond, after

and become marriageable ;
7,

Elect's

at
8.

The former

refers

coming into the World

their natural State, not only as

bom

into

it,

in

but as

in it as rational Creatures : The
Time prerixt in the eternal Purpofe,
when, by Means of the Law in the Hands of the

beginning to

acl:

latter, to- the

Spirtt of

Bondage,

fafbioned, in the

their

Work

Breafts, as

of Convi&ion

it
;

were, are

upon which

enfucs their fpiritual Marriage with Chrift.

how

is

But,

the Out caft preferred in the Interval, that
flic
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fhe perifhethnot in her wretched Condition

no

tho'

Hand was

fpoken, which fecur'd

At

deadly.

the

upon

laid

her,

her Life

in

First pajjing by

yet a

?

Why

;

Word was
mturahy

a Cafe

her, in the

Day

was born and caft out, God fa id to her, live in
thy Blood: That is, c notwithstanding that thou
u art lying in the open Field, in thy Blood, thy
fhe

*

" Navel notdrelfed, (o that according to the Courfc
" of Nature, thy Blood and Spirits mud quickly
" fail, and this thy Birth-day muft be thy Dying" day; yet, I fay unto thee, live: Thou fhalt not
" die in that Condition, but grow up in it, being
" preferred till the happy Moment of the defign'd
cc
Marriage." And this is the Promife of the Elect's
Preservation in their natural State. And it hath
two great Branches One refpe&ing their natural
another, rcfpe&ing their fpiritual Death.
Life-,
:

The
Firfl is

tural Life,
ot

a Promife of the Continuation of their natill

iuch

Time

live,
it is

tho'

in the

as they be

God

Life in Chrift Jefus.

made Partakers

has faid

it

;

theyjball

Blood of their natural. State.

So

fhould die before that Time,

not poffible, they

whatever Dangers they are brought into even tho*
a thoufand mould fall at their Side, and ten thoufand at their right Hand
For by the Promife of
the Covenant, there is an unfeen Guard about them,
to defend them.
'Tis in virtue hereof, that all along during the Time they are in that State, they
are preferred, whether in the Womb, or coming
out of it, or in all the Dangers of Infancy, Childhood, Youth, or whatfoever Age they arrive at therein.
This is it, that fo long as they are unconverted, doth fo otten bring them back from the Gates or
;

:

Death

-,

returning

them

L

in Satety,
3

when

either

by

Difcafe^

-
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Difeafes, or other Accidents, they're paft

Hope

in

own

Eyes, and in the Eyes of Friends and
Phyficians.
Tho* the elect fbief was, in his natural State, naii'd to the Crofs
yet Death had no

their

-,

Power to come at him, fo as to feparate his Soul
from his Body, till fuch Time as he was once united to Chrift by Faith, and made Partaker of a new

The

Life in him.

Second

from

off

ftone

is

a Promife of keeping

is

them

Sm

the

donable Sin

;

the Grave-fione

The Grave

in their fpiritual Death.

againft the Holy Ghofl, the unpar-

whicn, on whomfover

their Cafe, from that

Moment,

thenceforth they can never

rife

it is

laid,

makes

irrecoverable, that

from

Death

fpiritual

29 He that Jh all blafpheme againft
the Holy Ghoft, hath never Forgivenefs.
But,
5
altho the Ele& in their natural State, being dead in

to Life,

Mark

iii.

Sin as well as others, may thro' the Activity of reigning and raging Lulls, fo rot in their Graves as to
be moft abominable in the Eyes of God and all good
Men ; yet, becaufe of the Promife of the Covenant,
it is not poflible, that that Grave-ftone mould be
laid

on them. There's an iwvifibk Guard

Souls, as well as on their Bodies
fallibly prevented, as

preffion

of our

may

Saviour,

:

And

fet

on their

fo it

be learnt from that

Mat.

xxiv.

is

in-

Ex-

24 lnfomuch

that (if it were pofflble) they pall deceive the very
Elecl.
While they are Satan'j Captives, he may

drive them to a prodigious Pitch of Wickednefs.
So did he with ManaJJeb, and Paul : But, as far
us he had carried them, he could not carry them

forward that Step.
This Promife of the Elects Prefermation, as it is,
with the Reft, founded on the Obedience and Death
of Chrift i whereby eternal Ufe was purchafed for
them,

Tfo Promife of

l6j

the Sprit.

them, and confequently thefe Benefits in particular,
So ic
failing which they would be ruined for ever
is a-Kin to, and feems to be grafted upon, the
Promife of Affiftance made to Chrifl in the Covenant; by which a Divine Support was enfur'd to
him, during all the Time, the Sins of the Elect,
and the Wrath of God for them, fhould ly upon
And at this Rate, the Cafe of the Head,
him.
and of the Members, was jointly provided for in
:

the Covenant.

II.-

The Promife

of the

Spirit.

The Promife of eternal Life to the Eleft, comprehends alfo a Promife of the Spirit of Life to be
communicated to them and each one of them, at
the Kick of Time prcfixt in their Cafes refpe&ively,
in the eternal Counfel ; that is, the Time appointed
to be the lime of Love, the Dawning of the Day of
Grace to them, however long and dark their Night
may be. This Promife is found Ifa. xliv. 3 J will
pour my Spirit on tby Seed.
Eztk. xxxvi. 27 I will
put my Spirit within you.
The Elect of God being,
even as the Reft bf Mankind, dead in Sin, thro*
the Breach, of the firft Covenant, could not be recovered, but thro' a Communication of the Spirit of
Life to them : But that Spirit they could not have
from an unattoned God. Wherefore, in the Covenant, Chrift undercook to fulfil ail Righteoufnefs
in their

them

:

Name, thereby to purchafe the Spirit
Upon which was made the Promije of

for

the

Spirit, the leading Fruit of Chrift's

therefore the Father's

cy,

Luke

xxiv.

49.

Out-pouring of the

Purchafe; called
Promife by Way of EminenIn Token hereof the great

Spirit

L

was

4

at Chriit'j Afcenfion

when

The Promtfe of

1(58
when he
Blood of

as our great

fet

in th

High-prieft, carried

-

his Sacrifice, into the moft holy Place not

made with Hands, AcJs
was

the Spirit;

For, as the Fire which

ii.

to the Jncenfe, on

the

Golden Altar, the

Altar of Jncenfe, was brought from off the Brazen
Altar, the Altar of Burnt offering in the Court of
the

Temple

Sinners to

who

:

So

the

which caufeth dead
from the Crofs of Chrift,

Spirit,

iffueth

live,

fuffered without the Gate.

Now of the
pioral Life,
Firft,

Promife of the Spirit there are two
namely, the Promife of fpiritual
;
',

chief Branches

and the Promife of Faith.

The Promife of

fpiritual

moral

Life, in

whereof the Soul morally dead in Sin, i$
raifed to Life again, through the Spirit of Life
communicated unto it from Heaven. This is the
Beginning, the very firft of the eternal Life it fejr
promifed in the Covenant.
Jt is the lighting of the
yirtue

Lamp of fpiritual Life in the Soul, which
be extin^uiiried again, but burns for evernever
can

{acred

more

This Promife we have Ifa. xxvi. 19.

thereafter.

ffby dead Men
Promife of the
xxxvii.

14

(hall

live

Spirit,

;

A nd

as

And pall put my

it

belongs to the

appears
Spirit

from Ezek.
and ye

in you,

fhall live,

The EffeB

of

it Is,

the quickning of the dead Soul,

by the Spirit of Chrift paffively received, Eph. ii. 5
When we were dead in. Sins (God ver. 4) bath qui c fithe fame with the renewing in
whereby we are enabled to embrace
Jefus Chrift, mentioned in our Shorter Catechifm on
And it is fitly called by fome Dihat Queftion.

ned

us.

This

is

effectual Calling,

yines, the firft Regeneration, agreeable

to

the Stile

John i. 12 But as many as
them gave he Power to become the

of the holy Scripture,

received b\m %

to

Sons

tfhe Promife of the Sprit.
Sons

of God,

Name:

e<ven

them

to

169

believe on his

that

Which were born,

not of Bloody
nor of the Will of the Flefo, nor of the Will of Man y
but of God.
Sinners in their natural State, ly

dead,

ver.

13

and movelefs

lifelefs,

believe

in

nor

Chrift,

can fpeak or walk

:

;

they can

repent, than

But

a

no more
dead Man

virtue of the

in

Promife^

the Spirit of Life from Chrift Jefus, at the Time
appointed enters into the dead Soul, and quickens
it ; fo that it is no more morally dead,
but alive,
having new fpiritual Powers put into it, that were

loft

by Adam's

Secondly,

Fall.

The

of the Spirit,

is

other chief Branch of the Promife

the Promife of Faith

Chrift's fpiritual

Seed

believe

fhall

;

to wit,

in

unto him, and receive him, by Faith.

That

him, come
Pfal. ex.

5

Jby People flo all be willing in the Day of thy Power.
and Pfal. xxii. 31 They floall come. God hath
promifed, that upon the fhedding of the Blood of
Son, for the Satisfaction of Juftice, there fhall
coftly watering,
a plentiful Seed to the fatisfying of his Soul Ifa.
his

fpring up in the Earth, after that

And

whoever they be that bewere reprefented in the Covenant fhall infallibly be brought to believe, as our
Lord himfelf, upon the Credit of this Promife, doth
declare, John vi. 37 All that the Father giveth mey
fhall come to me.
Now this alfo belongs to the
liii.

10.

lieve not,

therefore,

all thefe

who

Promife of the Spirit,

who

Spirit of Faith 2 Cor. iv.
efficient

The

is therefore

Caufe thereof, Zecb.

xii.

10.

Effect of this Promife, is

produced by the quickning

the

called

13. as being the principal

Spirit,

actual believing
in the Soul,

mediately out of the fpiritual Life, given to
the Communication or himfelf thereto, John

imit

by

v.

27

Toe

170

^The

Pro wife of

the Spirit

fthe Dead Jh all bear the Voice of
compared with Chap i. 12, 13. 2

the Son of God;
Cor. iv. 13. As

receiving Chrift pajjively, the Sinner that
ritually

dead,

is

quickned

receives Chrift aclively.

Soul, by his Spirit

:

;

fo

was

fpi«

being quickned, he

Chrift comes into the dead

And fo he

even as one, having a Power

is

pajjively received

to raife

;

Dead,

the

coming into a Houfe, where there's none but a
dead Man ; none to open the Door to him, none
to defire him to come in, nor to welcome him.
But Chrift being thus, received, or come in, the dead
Soul is quickned, and by Faith embraceth him ;
even as the Reftorer of the dead Man to Lite,
would immediately be embraced by him, and receive a thoufand Welcomes from him, who had
When Chrift in the
heard his Voice and lived.
Womb of his Mother, entred into the Houfe of
Zacharias, and me faluted Elijah etb the Mother
of John the Baptift, he the Babe in Elifabetb's
Womb, leaped as at the Entrance of Life : So doth
the Soul, in aclual believing, at Chrift's coming
As God breathed into the
into it, by his Spirit.
Breath
the
Man
of Life, and he became a living
firft
Soul,

who was

before but a lifelefs

of fair

Piece

Earth ; that is, God put a Spirit, a Soul, into his
Body, which immediately {hewed itfelf, in the Man's
So Jefus Chrift, in the
breathing at his Noftrils
<time of Loves, puts his Spirit fata the dead Soul,
which immediately fhews ilielf alive, by believing,
receiving and embracing nim, known and difcerned
And thus the Union bein his tranfcendant G^ory.
and
Chrift
is compleated y Chrift
Soul,
twixt
'J ne
apprehending
by his Spirit ; and
Soul,
the
JGrft
and quickned, apthe
apprehended
So'^i chus
then,
prehending
:

-

t

;

<The Promije of the Sprit.
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prehending him again in the Promife of the Gofpel,

by Faith.

Now the
thereof,

is

Promife of'the Spirit , in both Branches
upon the Promife of a Refurreffion

grafted

and 'tis fo interfrom the Dead, made to Chrift
woven therewith, that there's no feparating of them.
The Promife of his Refurrettion, like the Oil on
Aaron's Head, runs down to the Skirts of his Garments, in the Promife of quickning his Members,
Herein the Scripture is very plain. Ifa. xxvi.
too.
19 ^tby dead Men /hall live, together with my dead
Body (hall they arife. Eph. ii. 5 Even when we
were dead in Sins hath quickned us together with
Our Lord Jefus, in the eternal Covenant,
\Chrifl.
became the Head of a dead Body, to wit, of the
Body of Elect Sinners dead in Sin \ and that, to
And being
the End he might reftore it to Life.
legally united with that Body, that fo Death might
have Accffs to fpread itfelf, from it, unto him, in
due Time; he had the Promife of a Refurreffiony
both for himfelf and his Members, made nnto him.
The appointed Time being come, Death drew together its whole Forces, and made an Attack upon
the Head of the Body, which alone remained alive.
Jt flung him to the Heart, upon the Crofs, and
And fo it had
laid him too in the Duft of Death
them all dead together, Head and Members. Thus
the Condition of the Covenant, was fulfilled.
Now
the Promife comes next, in its Turn, to be fulfilled
particularly, the Promife of a RefarreBion : Namely that, Death having exhaufted all its Force and
Vigor on the Head, he fhould be raifed again from
And that, as Death had fpread itfelf from
the Dead
;

j

I

:

:

the Members, into the

ibould fpread

itfelf

Head;

fo Life, in its

Turn,

from the Head, into the Members,
they,

171 The Promt fe

of Juflification.

they, together with his dead Body, arijing.
in virtue hereof, that the

mated Chrift 's Body, and which he
the Crofs (Matth. xxvii. 50J
cut his

laft

there

(Luke

again into his blefled
forth out of the Grave.

It

Spirit or Soul that

yielded up

mewed by

upon

his breathing

Gr.) was returned
whereupon he came

46

xxiii.

Body

was
ani-

;

And it is in virtue of the
fame, that the Spirit of Life returns into the dead
Souls of the Eledfc again ; upon which, they live
and believe. The Time of the Return of the Spirit,
both

into the

prefixt in the
it

was not

Head, and into the Members, was
-refpectirely
So that, as

Covenant,

poflible,

:

Chrift

mould be held

in

the

Days ; even fo it is not poflible,
that his Eled mould be held in the Bonds of fpiritual Death, after the Time prefixt for their Delivery. Hof. vi. 2 After two Days will he revive us,
in the third Day he will raife us up, and we Jloall
Grave,

after three

live in his Sight.

And

thus the Promife of eternal Life to the Elect,
works in this dark Period of their Days ; which
dark Period ends here. It appears now, and runs

above Ground ever

after.

##########¥####### ##*#*###
:

PERIOD
From Vnion with

II.

Chrift) until

CONSIDERING

Death.

Promife of eternal
is accomplifht to,
their Union with
from
them,
on,
ErTed
and hath its
to be perLines
great
the
Death
5
Chrift, until
Of
JuflificaPromifes
(1)
the
ceived therein, ate
the

Life to the Eleft, as

it

tion,

1
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t\cn,

Of a new and faving Covenant relation to
3) Of Sanfiification, (4) Ot' Perfeverance,

(2)

God,

(

and

(5)

Ot

temporal Benefits-,

of

the

which in

order.

The Promife 0/Justification.

I.

The Promife of eternal Life to the Elect, comprehends the Promife of Jufiification to be conferred
on them, and each one of them, being united to
This is found Ifa. liii. 1
Chrift thro* the Spirit.
By his Knowledge Jhall my righteous Servant juftify
many. Chap. xlv. 25 In the Lord Jhall all the Seed
It is the leading

of lfrael be juftified.

Period

And

:

the

Effect- of the

Promife of this

Accomplifhment
dead under the

is, That
the Soul legally
Sentence of the Law, or Curfe of the broken Co-

thereof,

venant of Works,
as

it

Rom.

is
i.

is

caufed to live again accordingly,

written,

tfbe

And

this

17.

Juft (hall live by Faith
the Beginning of that

is

which is received from Chrift by Faith, and
is mentioned John v. 40 Te will not come to me
that ye might have Life. Chap. vi. 57 He that eat*
etb me, even he Jhall live by me.
There is a Life
received from Chrift before Faith, whereby one is
enabled to believe, of which we have already fpoken :
And there is a Life received from Chrift through
Faith, according to John xx. 31 that believing
ye might have Life through his Name.
And this
Life,

according to the Scripture, eternal Life too,
24. He that heareth my Word, and believeth on him that fent me, hath everlajling Life
9
laft is,

Chap.

v.

and Jhall not come into Condemnation
from Death unto Life,

;

but is pajjed

The

1

74 The Promife of Justification*
The Ele&

firft

of God, lying under the Breach of the
Covenant, were dead in Law, as being under

They could not be reftored, to Life in
the Curfe.
the Eye of the Law, but upon the fulfilling of the
Righteoufnefs of the Law ; the which they not being able to do forthemfdves, Chrift in the Covenant undertook to do it for them And thereupon
was made the Promife of their Juftification. This
Promife taking Effect, upon their believing, the
Curfe is removedi and they are actually and perfo:

Thus they

i\a\\y juftified.

the

Eye

by

Faith,

of the
is

Law

:

are reftored, to Life

Which Kind 'of

everlafting

;

forafmuch

in

Life, received
as,

according

to the Covenant, the Curfe can never return upon
them, for fliorrer or longer Time, Ifa. liv. 9 As I
.

fwom that the Waters of Noah Jhould no
more go over the Earth ; fo have I fwom that I
would not he wroth with thee
have

t

Of the

Promife of Juftification, there are two
Branches ; namely,' the Promife of Pardon^ and of
Acceptance.
Firft, The Promife of Pardon of Sin, whereby
the Guilt of eternal Wrath is done away. Heb. viii.
12 STheir Sins and their Iniquities will I remember

no more.

The

Sins .of the Elect being, in the eter-

Covenant, imputed to and laid on Chrift ;
who becoming legally one with them, transferred
their Debt on himfelf, and undertook to pay the
fame A Promife was thereupon made of Pardon to
them, and each one of them. Now aflbon as they
are myfcically and really united to him by Faith, by
Means of that Union they have Communion with
nal

:

him

in

Righteoufnefs

his

:

Whereupon

his

per-

imputed to them ; and upon the
alone, and not any Deed of theirs

fect Satisfaction is

Account

of

it

what-
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the free Promife is accomplifhed, and
a&ually beftowed on them, according
Pardon
the
Agreement, Epb. i. 7 In whom we
eternal
the
to
have Redemption through bis Blood, the Forgivenefs
of Sins, according to the Riches of his Grace.
Here is Life from the Dead ; a Pardon put

whatever,

into the

Hand

Law

Man,

of the condemned

difarruing

condemning Power, and Death of
its Sting, as to him ; caufing him to lift up his
Head from off the Block, and go away with Acclamations of Praife of the King's Mercy, and his
And 'tis eternal Life: For all his
Son's Merit.
Sins paft, prefent, and to come, are pardoned, as
to the Guilt of eternal Wrath-, a formal Remifjion
of thefe of the two former Kinds being granted,
and a not imputing of thefe of the latter Sort, as to

the

of

its

that Guilt, being fecured, as the Apoftle teacheth

Rom.

iv.

7 Bleffed are they whofe Iniquities are
and whofe Sins are covered, ver. 8.

forgiven,

Man to whom
And God will

BleJJed is the

impute Sin

:

dons, Chap.

God

the

Lord will not

never revoke his Par-

2p For the Gifts

xi.

and

Calling

of

Promife

of

are without Repentance.

Secondly,

The

Juftificatioit,

is

other Branch of

the

of Acceptance of their

the Promife

Perfons as righteous in the Sight of God, according to that JJa. xlii. 2 1 $be Lord is well pleafed for
bis Righteoufnefs

17

Sfbis is

pleafed:
in the

my

And

Epb.

Beloved,

Judgment

is

Sake

:

Compared with Matth.

beloved Son, in
i.

A

6

He

whom I am

iii.

well*

hath made us accepted

holy

righteous

God, whofe

according to ffrutb, cannot accept Sin-

ners as righteous, without a
perfeel Righteoufnefs

:

They

Righteoufnefs,

even a

that are not truly righte-

ous in Law, can never pafs

for

righteous, but for

unrigbte*

1^6 ThePromifeof Jujlification.
unrighteous ones, in the

For

View

in thy Sight, fays the

Man

Jhall no

of the

^JDeeds

be juftified

living

Law,

is imperfect,

as the

20. But our

Lord

of his piercing

Pfalmift, Pfal.
;

to wit, by

expounds

having

it

?

2,

the

which

or inherent Righteoufnefs

A poflle

Eye

cxliii.

Rom.

iii.

Covenant,
undertaken to fulfil all Righteoufnefs for them,
who of themfelves could fulfil no Righteoufnefs ;
a Promife was thereupon made, to accept them as
righteous upon the Account of his Surety -Righteoufnefs, which becomes truly theirs through Faith,
and that by a double Right. (1) By Right of
free Gift received : Inafmuch as Chrift's Righteoufnefs being made over, in the Gofpel, as Heaven's
Jefus

to Sinners, the

free Gift

claimed and received
°f Righteoufnefs

(Chap.

i.

ceived.

;

Gift

whence

(Rom.

v.

in

the

by Faith actually

is

called the

it is

Gift

17) revealed unto Faith"

17) namely to be believed on, and fo re(2) By Right of Communion with Chrift :

Inafmuch

have thereby Communion,

with him

him by Faith,
common hit ereft,

as Sinners being united with

or a

Philip,

in his Righteoufnefs,

iii.

9

And be

found in him, not having mine own Right eou/nefs y
which is of the Law, but that which is through the*

Upon thefe Grounds, the Holmefs
Faith of Chrift.
Nature,
the Righteoufnefs of his Life,
of Chrift's
and

the Satisfaction

made by

his

Death and

Suffer-

ings, being the conftituent Parts of that Righteoufnefs,

are, according

to

2ruth, imputed to the Be-

liever, or legally reckoned his

count

thereof precifely, he

righteous, being

:

is

And

upon the Ac-

accepted

of

God

as

made

the Righteoufnefs of God in
21. The Righteoufnefs ef God being

him 2 Cor. v.
upon all that believe Rom.

iii.

2 2.

Here's

The Promt ft of a,

&c

iyy

Here's Life to the Soul, Righteoufnefs tmtojuftiat
ion of Life Chap. v. 1 8, an everlafiiftg Righte~
fie
vufnefs Dan. ix. 24. a Garment that never waxeth old, is never rent, nay nor fullied ; but always
continues in its original Luftre, from the Moment:

Wherefore the Life mud needs
that it is put on.
be eternal, Grace mud needs reign through that
Rigbteoufnejs unto eternal Life Rom. v. 21 ; foe
being once put on, it is never put off again, foe
one Moment, in Time nor Eternity.

Now the Promife of Justification, in both
Branches thereof, is grafted upon the Promife of
y unification

made

Covenant being
cording to
in him.
for the

own

for their

:

;

And

own

his Pifcharge,

then, they

pleading

it,

Eehoof, are difcharged in

Perfons.

The Promife

II.

the

The Mediator gets up

whole Debt

by Faith,
their

Promife

the

Firfi,

The Condition of the
Head is jajtified acand then, the Members

to Chrift.

fulfilled,

of a

VENANT RELATION
The Promife

new and
to

saving Co*

God.

of eternal Life to the Elect, dotfi

comprehend the Promife of. a new and fdving
Covenant-relation to God, which they and each one
of them being juftified fhall be brought into, Hof.
ii.
23 I will fay to them which were not my People,
Thou art. my People and they Jh'all fay , $bou art my
God.
Dying both morally and legally, thro' .ne
Breach of the firft Covenant, they tell under ~ relative Death too ; whereby the bleft Relation between God and them was difTolved And it could
alfo

r

;

:

not be conftituted again^ while they lay under the

Condemnatory

Sentence

of the

M

Law.

But upon
Chrift's

:

178

'The Promise of

a

Chrift's undertaking, in the Covenant, to bring in

an everlafting Righteouftlefs, the Price of the Redemption of all faving Benefits, this Promife was
made. Wherefore they being come to Chrift by
Faith, united with him, and juftified thro* his
Righteoufnefs, which they partake or" in him ; God
meets them there, even in Chrift the appointed
Meeting-place
And there, with the Safety of his
Honour, he takes them by the Hand, and joins
them again in a faving Relation. Thus they have a
:

relative Life, according to

that, Pfal.

xxx.

5

In

Favour is Life. The which Life is eternal
Forafmuch as the Relation is for ever indiflbluble

his

the

Bond of

furer,

;

much

the fecond Covenant, being fo

than the Bond of the firft, as the fecond
Undertaking was furer, than the firft

Adam's

Adam's,

Now
Branches

of this Promife,

namely,

there

are

three

chief

Promife of Reconciliation y
or Adoption, and of God's being their God.
Promife of Reconciliation between
Firft, The
;

the

God

and them, Ezek. xxxvii. 16 I will make a
Covenant of Peace with them, itfloall he an everThey were by Sin, in a State of
lofting Covenant.
Enmity with God: On their Part, there was a
on God's Part, a legal
real Enmity again ft God
Enmity againft them, fuch as a Judge hath againft
a Malefactor, whom notwithftanding he may dearly
But Jcfus Chrift having undertaken, in the
love.
Covenant, to expiate their Guilt, by the Sacrifice
of himfelf, the Father made a Promife of Peace and
Hence we
Reconciliation with them, thereupon.
;

are (aid to be reconciled to
Son.

Rom.

v.

10; inafmuch

God

by the

as by his

Death of his
Death and
Suffer-

Covenant-relation to God.
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our Reconciliation,

which

Sufferings, he purchafed

was promifed on

Now
Sinner

:

God

accomplifh'd to the juftified
he is brcneht into a State
as lakh the Apoftle Rom. v. I

Bung pardoned
God,

of Peace with

Being

Terms.

thcie

this Prontife is

we have Peace with God.

juftified by Faitb,

lays

down

Enmity againir him, neAnd more than that, he

legal

his

ver to be taken up again.

him into a Bond of FnendJJjip;

takes
is

fo that

he

God, but is the Friend of
Abraham believed God, and it

not only at Peace with

God, Jam. ii. 23.
was imputed unto him for Rigbteoufnefs
was called the Friend of God.
This Promife

is

grafted

ceptance and Juftification
Sacrifice

:

and be

upon the Promife of Acto Chriit.
For his

made

being accepted, as well-pleafing to God,
of the Debt he became Surety

and he difebarged
for

the

;

as well as the

Reconciliation,

Pardon, of

him by Faith, natively follows therev.
19 God was in Chrift reconciling

thefe united to

upon.
the

2

Cor.

World unto himfelf

fes unto them. Eph.

i.

6

not

imputing their tfrefpaf-

He hath made us accepted in
whom we have Redemption

the Beloved : ver. 7. In
through his Blood, the Forgivenefs of Sins.
Secondly, Another Branch oi this Promife, is, the
Promife of their Adoption into chc Family of God,
Hof i. 10 It (l)all be [aid unto them, ye are the

Sons of the living God,
And this is more than
the former ; as it is more to be One's Son, than to be

We

have before declared, how all
the firft Covenant, cmftirute
God's hired Servants; and by the Breach of that
Covenant, Bond-fervants under the Curfe And,

his

Friend.

Mankind was. by

:

how

Chrift transferred that State of Servitude or his

fpiritual Seed,

en

himfelf.

Now

M

z

upon

Confideration

Tk Promife
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of a

on him the Form of a Bond-fervant for them, the Promife of their Adoption into the
Family of God, was made. He was made under
the Law, to redeem them that were under the Law,
that we might receive the Adoption of Sons, Gal. iv.

tion of his taking

And

being juftified by Faith, and reconciled to
accomplished to them
Forafmuch as
then, QirifVs Service is imputed to them, and a
Way is opened withal for their Admiflion into the
Family of God, through their a final Reconciliati-

God,

it is

:

Rom. v. i. Being juftified by Faith, we
have Peace with God, through our Lord J ejus Chrift.
ver. 2 By whom alfo we have Accefs by Faith into this
Grace wherein we ft and. John i. 12. As many as
received him, to them gave he Power to become t heon to him.

Sons of God. Then are they taken, as Children, ii to
the Family of Heaven : God becomes their Father
in Chrift ; and they his Sons and Daughters, to
abide for ever in his Houfe, John viii. 35. And fo
they have a Right to all the Privileges of that high
Relation.

Now
made

this

Promife

to Chrift, of a

is

grafted

new Kind

upon the Promife
of Jnterefi in

God

Father; according to that John xx. 17 /
For by the
afcend unto my Father and your Father.
Spirit of Adoption, we call God our Father, in the
as his

Right of Jefus Chrift our
Husband and Head.

elder Brother, fpiritual

^thirdly, The lad Branch is the Promife of God's
being their God, Heb. viii- 10 I will be their God.
This is more than Reconciliation, and Adoption : It
is the Height of the Relation to God, which a (inbe advanced unto.
They were
fill Creature could

by Nature without God Eph.

ii.

11.

But forafmuch
as

1;

as the

Covenant-relation to God.
1 8
Son of God did, in the Covenant, undertake

to gize bimfelf tor them, in their Nature perfectly to
fans y the Law, in his holy Birth, righteous Life, and
exquirite Death; a Ranfom of infinite Value, quite

beyond

all

created Things whatfocver, Graces, Par-

dons, Heavens

:

There was made, upon that Con-

Promife of God's giving bimfelf to
them, as the adequate Reward of that Service
which being performed by the Mediator, this Reward was purchafed for them. Hence, God faith
to Abraham Gen. xv\ i / am -thy exceeding great
lideration,

a

Reward.

Now

to the

Believer

being

juftified, reconciled,

2nd adept ed into the Family of God, this Heritage
Accomplishment of this Promife, Rom.
falls, in
viii.
17 And if Children, then Heirs, Heirs of God.
Gal. iv. 7 And if a Son, then an Heir of God through
Chrift

comes

God

;

their

himfelf being the

God: They have

Heritage.

He

a Right to him,

be-

and

him, as their own Property ; a Prowhich the Thought of Men and Angels can-

are poffeft ot

perry,

not

reach the Contents

Mill y

of.

Not

only are

all

Works and Creatures ot God, in the Heavens,
Earth, and Seas, theirs,
iii.
22 All are
i Cor.
yours: Eut himfelf'is theirs; which is more than
all that, as the Bridegroom is more than all his
the

Marriage-robes, or his large Poffeffions.
All his
Attributes are theirs ; his infinite Wifdom to direct
them, his Power to afford them Protection, his

make all the Benefits purchafed by Chrift
them forthcoming to them, his Holinefs to
ttansform them into the fame Image, his Mercy to
Juftice to
tor

pity andfuccour them, his Grace to deal bountifully

with them,
mifes to

his

them

Faithfulnefs to

in their

Time, and

M

3

fulfil

all

the

Pro-

his All-fufficiency

to
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render them compl atly happy. He is iheirs in all his
Relations their Shepherd, Provt/or, Protestor, King,
;

Husband, Head, and whatever may contribute to
£heir Kappinefs.

Trinity

are

Ail the Perfons

theirs

The Father

:

of the

is ^theirs,

glorious
the Son

and the Holy Spirit is theirs, Ifa. liv. 5
For thy Maker is thine Husband (the Lord of Hofts is
Hs Name ; ) Heb. Vhy Makers are thine Husbands \
is theirs,

Jehovah Sabaoth
J

is

his

This rich Promife

made

to Chriit, of a

Name.

is

grafted

new Kind

upon the

Promife

of Inter eft in

God,

as his God, John xx. ij I afcend to my God, and
your God.
God being the Mediators God, by

Pur chafe, he becomes our Gcd in him. Chrift
having performed the Condition of the Covenant,
falls Heir to the great Heritage
and we fall to
it alfo in him,
b.ing Heirs of God, Joint-heirs
with Chrift, Rom. viii 1 7.
,•

III?

The Tromife

of

Sanctihcation.

In the Promife of eternal Life to the Ele<5t, is
comprehended in like Manner the Promife of their
Sanolification, Eztk. xi.

ip / will take the ftony

and will give them an
they may walk in my
Sthat
20
: ver.
21.
Heb. viii. 10. Thro*
Hi.
See Joel
jj]
Statutes.
they loft the Image
Covenant,
rirft
the Breach of the
Faculties
were fo deprav'd,
whole
of God : Their
fpeak,
neither
do,
nor think any
could
that they

Heart
Heart of Flejh

out of their

Flejb,

good and acceptable to God They
altogether unholy, unclean, lothNature
were by
abqminablc,
in their Nature, Heart, and
fome 5 an4
quite
beyond their Power to make
And it was
Lifc7
them-

Thing

s

•'

truly

:

;

*Ihe

Promt (e of Sanffification.

themfelves holy again
ture could not

:

effect it

mending of

For,
;

1

their

83
Na-

behoved to be renewed-

it

23. And the Curfiottht Law, lying upon
them, extinguiiht all faving Relation between God
and them ; and fo blocked up all laving Communi-

Eph.

iv.

cation with

Heaven

:

For,

barred

it

in

Point

of

from thence
thefe being the greateft Benefit they were capable of,
as ajjimilating the Creature unto God himfelr, or
all

Juftice,

fanBifying

Influences

The Curfe fixed a Gulf 'twixt
it like him.
and them, fo that fanclifying Influences could
not pafs, from him, unto them ; more than their
unholy Defires and Prayers could pafs, from them,
unto him.
So the fallen Angels always were, and
the Damned now are, beyond all Poflibility of

rendring

God

fan 8 if ying Influences
Remedy to remove
no
;
the Curfe, neither from the one, nor from the other.
And in this Cafe all Adam's Pofterity had lain for
ever, had not Jefus Chrift, as the Head of the Elect,
undertaken in the fecond Covenant, to remove that
Bar, to fill up that Gulf, and to found a new
faving Relation between God and them, thro* his
own Obedience and Death. But upon that Undertaking of the Mediator, the Father did by Promife
Sanflification, or of receiving

from Heaven

enfure

their

there being

SancJification

that

;

drift's

People

Day

of his Power, in the
Beauties of Holinefs, Pfal. ex. 3 j and that a Seed
/hould Jerve him Pfal. xxii. 30.

(hould be willing in the

And

this Promife, the Promife of SanBification,
indeed the chief Promife of the Covenant, made
to Chrift for them : Among the reft of that Kind,

is

it

mines

like

the

Moon among

Sancltfication is the

the kfler

very chief fubordinate

the Covenant oi Grace, ftanding

M

4

Stars.

End

of

therein next to

the
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the Glory of God, which

is

End
all

The Promife

thereof.

the reft of tbcfe

the
of

Promjfes,

chief and ultimate
it,

is

Ail

the Centre of

the foregoing

Promifes, the Promife of Prefervation, the Spirit,
the firft Regeneration or quickning of the dead
*J unification, the new faving Relation
to God, Reconciliation, Adoption, and Enjoyment
of God as our God, do tend unto it as their com-

Soul, Faith,

mon. Centre, and ftand related to it as Means to
They are all accompli fhed to Sinners^,
their End,
on Defign to make them holy. And all the fubfequent Promifes, even the Promife of Glorification it-?
ielf, are but the fame Promife of Sanelification enThey are butasfo many Rays
larged and extended
:

and Beams of Light, (hooting
Centre of them all.
This appears from the

torth

from

it

as the

fcriptural Descriptions of

%he Covenant, in the promijjory Part thereof refpect?

ing the Elect Luke i. 73 The Oath which he /ware
our Father Abraham, ver, -]\ That he would grant

p

we being delivered out of the Hands of
might Jerve him without Fear, ver. 75
Enemies,
pur
and
Righteoufnefs before him, all the
fn Holmefs
Here is the Qath, or Covenant:
Da.ys of our Life.
Abraham
to
wherein
as
a Type of Chrifi:
fworn,
held
forth
S:cd's
the
Lord
is
in
Ihlinefs,
his
ferving
the
Mediator
Thing
unto
the
by
the
fworn
chief
as
Father ; and their Deliverance from their Enemies,
See Heb. viii. 10, n»
$5 the Means for that End.
where
his
Law in their Hearts,
writing
God's
12,
Isfeton the Front, as the firft Thing in the Divine
unto us. that

;

by
ioJ&and nth Verfes. This Matter
aU° evident trom the Nature of the Thing. For,

Iqteir-ion, tho' the laft in Execution, as appears

gom pa ring

n

ths gve^t

the

Thmg

Satan aim/d

at, in

fcducing our

;
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Image of God in
firft Parents,
them, that fo Mankind might be no more like God,
And the Myftery of God, for the
but like himfelf

was

the Ruinc of the

:

Recovery of Sinners, is then finillied, when Holinefs
Perfection in Heaven, and
is brought in them to
not

till

then.

From

may

which, one

all

the SanBificatwn of

that

all

plainly perceive, that

fhall fee

Heaven,

yond

all Pojfibility

Failure

of"

:

And

fe-

is

cur'd in the Covenant, upon infallible Grounds,

that the

be-

Un-

no faving Part nor Lot in the Covenant
and that the left holy any Man is, the lefs is the
Covenant-promife accomplifht to him. For the

boly have

is the great Defign of that
Contrivance *Tis that which the Father and the
Son, looking therein to them, had chiefly in their
View And the Promife thereof is the capital Promife of the Covenant, refpecting them ; being, as

SanSl ificat ion of Sinners
:

:

it

were, written in great Letters.

Now,

at the

Time appointed

the eternal Council,

this

for every one, in

Promife

is

accomplifht.

The

Sinner being juftified by Faith, and taken into
a faving Relation to God, being reconciVd, adopts

and made an Heir of God through Chriit. is
The Bar being removed, the Gulf filled
fanclified.
up as to him, his faving Intereft in, and Relation
ed,

to, a holy

God, being

titablifhed

;

the

Communi-

between Heaven and the Sinner, is opened,
and fancJifying Influences flow amain, to the fanclifying of him throughout.
This is, by fome Divines, called the fecond Recation

generation,

He

agreeable

to

the

Scripture,

fT/A

iii.

5

fazed us by the wafhmg of Regeneration and
renewing of the Holy Gbqfi; compared with Epb.
y, %$ fbaf be might fanblify and cleanfe it with
,

the

1 8(5

ThcPromife of Sctnfiification.

the wajhing of Water,
2 Cor. v. 17 If any Man be
in Chrift, he is a new Creature ; namely, being

created in Chrift Jefus unto good Works, as the
poftle himfelf explains

it

Eph.

ii.

1

o.

And

as

Ain

Regeneration taken ftriffly for the quickning of the
dead Soul, and called the firft Regeneration,
new vital Powers are given So in Regeneration
taken largely for the forming of the new Creature in
all its Parts and diftinct Members, which is called
the fecond Regeneration, there are new Qualities and
:

Habits of Grace inhaled ; and it is the fame with
the fecond Renewing, mentioned in our Shorter
Catechifm, on the Head of Sanguification, " where<c
by we are renewed in the whole Man, after the

M Image

of

God."

The Sinner being by Faith j>.
through the Communication of
the qaickning Spirit from Chrift unto him ; and
thereupon juftified, reconciled, adopted, and made
an Heir of God : There is a Mcafure ot every
Grace, even the Seeds of all faving Graces, derived from, and communicated out of, the Allfulnefs of Grace in rhe Man Christ the Head, unto
the Sinner as a Member of his, by the fame Spirit
Hereby the
dwelling in the Head and Members.
fpiritually
only
a
living
Creature,
not
is
Man
but
an all-new Creature, fanctified wholly or throughout,
renewed in the whole Man, after the Image of God.
For, the immediate Effect of that Communication
of Grace from Chrift, muft be the fealmg of the Perfon, with the Image of Chrift : Forafmuch as he receives Grace for Grace in Chrift, as the Wax doth

The Matter

lies here.

united to

Chrift,

Point

Point in the Seal.

for

So that the

reflored

God, is expreffed on us, immediately
Image
from Christ the fecond Adam 9 who is the Image of
of

the
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invifible God : Even as Eve was made alter
God's Image, being made after Adam's, according
to Gen. ii. 28 / will make him an Help meet for
him ; Marg. As before him, that is, in his own

the

Likcnefs, as

•

if

he

fat for

the

Picture.

Compare

7 He (to wit, the Man) is the Image
and Glory of God: But the Woman is the Glory of
the Man. Ver. 8. For the Man is not of the\Woman :
i

Cor. xi.

Woman of the Man. And i Cor. viii. 23
Our Brethren are the Mejfengers of the Churches,
and the Glory of Chrift. And thus our uniting with

But the

by Faith, iflues in our
of the fame fpiritual holy
as really as Eve was one Flejb

Chrift, through the Spirit,

becoming one

Spirit,

that

is

Nature, with him ;
with Adam, being formed of him, of his Flejb and
%)f his Bones, Gen. ii. 23, to which the Apofde alludes, in the Matter of the myfiical Union between
Chrift and Believers, Eph. v. 30 For we are Members of his Body, of his Flefh, and of his Bones.
This is the Scripture-account of the Matter
According to which the Santtification of a Sinner
hath a fpeciai Relation to Jefus Chrift, and his Spirit ; depends withal on our relative State in the Divine Favour ; and fo is no lefs a Myftery, than our
Juftification.

As

the

Depravation of

human Na-

hath always been fo manifeft, that it could
not efcape Obfervation in the World : So, in all
Ages, Men have been aiming to difcover and compafs the Cure thereof, in a right Ufe they apprehended they could make of their rational Faculties.
ture,

The

Iffue whereof hath always been, at beft, but
outward
Shew and Semblance of SancJification,
fin
going under the Name of moral Virtue, having no
fpeciai Relation to Jefus Chrift and his indwelling
Spirit-,

but,

fuchask

is,

made

the Foundation of

MenV

1

88 Hhe Promife of

'

Men'*

And

relative
fince

God

;

it

Wifdom,

is

State

not at

their

all ftrange,

Matter

Favour of God,
Wifdom knew not

the

in

the World by

in the

Santtification,

the Produce of their

of SancJification, or AJJimi-

lation to bis Image, lies (o

wide of the true Sancli-

fication, acceptable to him, difcovered in his

Truly

'tis

there oniy

we can

SancJification of a Sinner.

Work
Men in

Word.

learn the Myftery of the

And

there

it

is

reveal'd,

wrought by the Spirit, on
of
Souls
a
State
of Union with Jefus
the
and
after
believing,
Eph. i. 13 In whom
Chrift,
that
after
ye
believed
ye were fealed with'
alfo
that holy Spirit of Promife.
It neceflarily depends
on our Union with drift, in that we are fanBified
in Chrifi Jefus, as Members of his Body, 1 Cor.
thae that great

is

',

X,

2

;

And

Created in

Faith

is

Chrifi

J ejus

.

unto good

IVorks.

the inftrumental Caufe of our SanBifi-

we are fancJificd by Faith Acts xxvi.
For thereby it is, that of his Fulne/s we receive Grace for Grace (John i. 16) the which is
communicate to us, by his Spirit, who glorifies him,
by reforming us after his Image, by Means of that
Communication of Grace from Chrift unto us, John
cation, being

18

:

14 He fhall glorifie me : For he (Joaii receive
So Beholding
of mine, and floall floew it unto you.
as in a Glafs the Glory of the Lord (Chrift j we are
changed into the fame Image, from Glory to Glory y
even as by the Spirit of the Lord 2 Cor. iii. 18. Thus
one being in Chrift is made a new Creature ; tbrafrn.-ch as he is fuch a Stock, as changes the Graft into

xvi.

own Nature, ^therefore if any Man be in Chrifi,
he is a new Creature, Chap. v. 17. For as many of
you as have been baptized into Chrift, have put on
It dependeth alfo upon our
Chrift , Gal. iii. 27,
its

Jufih

(The Promije of Sanffijication.
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and Reconciliation with God ; inafmuch
as the Blood of Chrift, with which we are fanctified,
1 Pet. i. 2.
5
according to the Scripture Rev.

J

ion,

lift ifi cat

i.

Jobn~

1

is

is

7.

i.

effective of

.

our Sandification, as

the meritorious Caufe thereof:

And

fo the

it;

fanclif

fying Virtue of that precious Blood, proceeds from
its attomng Virtue ; it fajjeJifies us, becaufe it ju*
flifies

and

reconciles us to

God.

much more fh all the Blood of

Heb.

Chrift,

ix.

14

How

who through

eternal Sprit, offered himfelf without

Spot to

the

God,

purge your Conjctence from dead Works to ferve the
living God? Wherefore faith the Apoftle 1 &hejf>
v.

2 3

like

And

God of Peace fantfifie you. Jn
prefuppofeth our Adoption ; inaf-

the very

Manner,

much

as

ly of

God,

it

it is

upon our being adopted into the Farair
we receive the Spirit of his Son

that

conforming us to his Image as our elder Brother,
which is the very Thing wherein our San edification
doth coniiil:: For whom he did foreknow, he alfo did
predeftinate to be conformed to the Image of his Son,
that he might be- the Firft-born among many Brethren

Rom.

God hath

viii;

it).

And

becaufe

ye are

Sons,

fent forth the Spirit of his Son into your

Abba, Father Gal. iv. 6. IVe are
fame Image, even as by the Spirit
And it (lands in the
of the Lord 2 Cor. iii. 18.
fame Relation to God's becoming our God, Ezek.
xvi. 8 J fware unto thee, and entred into a Covenant with thee, faith the Lord God, and thou be-

Hearts,

crying,

changed

into the

Ver. 9 Then wajhed 1 thee with
Water : Tea 1 throughly waJJoed away thy Blood from
thee, and I anointed thee with Oyl
cameft mine.

But altho* in this Work of Sanffification, there
communicate out of the All-fulnefs of Grace in
Chrift, a Meafuret and that a predominant Meafure
is

190 The Promife of Santtification.
of every Grace ; yet is it not a full Mcaiure of any
Grace. Hence it comes to pafs, that howbeit we
are thereby renewed in the whole Man, yet we are
unrenewed in the whole Man too ; to wit, in refpeel:
of two general Parts, thence called the renewed

Ml

Part

y

and the unrenewed Part.

For

this

Commu-

of Grace for Grace in
Chrift, we are thereby renewed in every particular
Part indeed: But the Meafure of none of thefe
nication

of Grace, being

Graces, being full, in any Soul while here, we are
not wholly renewed in any fuch Part; but there are
Remains of Corruption, ftill indwelling in every fuch
Part, in the Mind, Will, and Affections, and in the
Body by way of Communication with the unrenewed Part. Thus, two contrary Principles, to wit
Grace and Corruption, are in the fanffified ; being
together in fuch Sort, that in every particular Part
where the one is, the other is there alfo by it Even
as in the Twilight, Light and Darknefs are in every
All which the Scripture
Part of the Hemifphere.
doth abundantly declare. For, what we have of
this gracious Work upon us, while here, is but in
Part, it is not perfect, 1 Cor. xiii. p, 10. Tho*
there is a new Alan put on, there is an old Man to
be put off Eph. iv. 22, 24. There is Flefh as well
:

r

as Spirit, in the beft Gal. v. 1 7 ; who therefore do
look forth but as the Morning Cant. vi. 10, or, as
the

Word

as the

properly iignifies, as

Dawning

differs

the

Dawning:

from dark Night, they

Yet,
differ

thereby from the unfanctified, in whom there is no
Light Ifa. viii. 20 Heb. no Dawning. See Rom.
vii.

—

14-

24. Philip,

Howbeit

iii.

*orafmuch as

21.
it is

a predominant

fure of every Grace, that is thus

communicate

Mea;

this

Work
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Work

doth iflue, in a State ef
and a State of Life unto Righteouf-

Sanftification

of

Death unto

Sin,

nefs.

It iflueth in

Firfty

a

.State

of Death unto Sin, or

For by Means of that CommuniGrace from Chrifl the Head, tho* it is not

in Mortification.

cation ot

old Man

full, the

The

of Sin gets his deadly

Power of the whole Body of

Wound.

is deInafmuch as zreigning Principle of Grace
is thereby fet up in the Believer ; and that bis Seed
remainetb in him, and he cannot fin becaufe he is born
of God 1 John iii. 9. Sin fhall not have Dominion
over you : For ye are not under the Law, hut under

reigning

ftroyed

:

Grace.

And

Sins

the total Pollution, or Defilement, thro*

by the fame Means purged off; inafmuch as
the reftored Image of God, makes one really and
ferfonaUy pure and clean in the Sight of God, as
far as it goes, fit. iii. 5 He faved us by the waging of Regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghoft.
Sin,

is

10 And have pit on the new Man,
Knowledge, after the Image of
which
And thus one is put into
created
him.
that
him
Death
in
refped
of his unrenewed Part,
State
a
of
dead.
ye
are
iii.
For
Rom. vi. 11 Dead
Col,
3

Compare
is

Col.

iii.

renewed

in

The which State of Death is fuch
is in, who being naiPd to the
never come down till he have breathed

indeed unto Sin.
as a crucified
Crofs, fhall

Man

vi. 14 T'he World is crucified unto
we, and I unto the World. Rom. vi. 6 Our old
Man is crucified with him.
Secondly, It iflueth alfo in a State of Life unto
Righteoufnefs, or in Vilification.
For by Means of
the fame Communication of Grace from Chrift the
Head, one is endow'd with infufed Habits of'Grace
the immediate Principles of gracious Actions The

out his lad, Gal.

*,

:

Laio

ic^ The Promt fe of
Law

is

unto

God, through

SanSiification.

written in his Heart ; and his Heart is cirAnd thus he. is put into
cumcifed to love the Lord.
a State of Life unto Righteoufoefs, in refpeft of his
'renewed Pari ; being dead indeed unto Sin, hut ali eve'

vi.
•

/

So

ii.

am

crucified

•

;

common A&ions

is

of himfelf Gal.

ii.

20

Neverthelefs Hive. And
fuch, as a Man is in tor the

with Chrift

'this State of Life
'

Rom.

Jefus Chrift our Lord,

faich the Apoftle,

of Life,

:

who

is

not only quicknedi

but rifen and come forth of the Grave, Coh \\. 12
Te are rifen with htm, through the Faith of the ORom. vi. 4 That like as Chrift
peration of God.
was raifed up by the Glory of the Father, even fo
we alfofhould walk in Newnefs of Life. And it is an
eternal Life ; for the Grace communicate from Chrift
to the Believer, for that ErTecl:, hhall be in him a
Ifell of Water fpingmg up into everlafting Life,

John

iv.

Now

14.

Death unto

Sin, and Life unto Righteour
Communion with Chrift
oufnefs, fpring from
Death
and
KefurrecJion.
Thefe laft have in
his
er
and
Virtue,
Pow
render
his myftical
to
them a
this

m

Members

conformable to him in them.

a Power and

Virtue, to caufe in

They have

them a Dying

Sin, as Chrift died for Sin, a violent Death,

utito

ling-

And a rifwghum
new Manner of Life, continued during
their Abode in this World, and perfected in Glory;
even as he rofe from the Dead, to a new Manner of
ring,

and

painful, yet voluntary:

Sin to a

Life, continued
ffhat I

till

may know

his Afcenfion.

him, and the

Philip,

iii.

10

Power of his Refur-

and the Fellowfhip of his Sufferings, being
made conformable unto his Death. Rom. vi. 4.
therefore we are buried with him by Baptifm into

recfion,

Death

t

—
7 he
Death

;
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That

:

like as

Chrift

Glory of the Father, even Jo

was raifed up by the
we alfoflmdd walk in
For if we have leen

Vcr. 5
Newnefs cf Life
planted together in the Likenefs cf his Death : We
jhallbe alfointhe Likenefs of his RefurrecJion. Since
there is in Adam's Sin and Death a malignant

Virtue, conforming his natural Offspring unto him,
to their Defilement ;
why thould it be
therein,
thought flrange, that there mould be fuch a benign

Virtue in the Death and Refurretfion of. Chrift the
fecond Adam, conforming his myftical Members unto him, therein, to their Sanclification : For as in
Adam all die, even fo in Chrift floall all he made alive.

1

The Death and RefurreBion

Cor. xv. 22.

of Chrift have this Virtue, inafmuch as he died and
rofe again as apublick Perfon, and merited this Con-

formation of his myftical
ii.Epb. ii.
Rom. vi, 4

Members
5, 6.

Effect, as they are applied to us

And

Image,

to his

they have this

by the

Spirit.

For

Cafe of our Justification and Sanclification, is
much like that of the delivering one, who is a PrifoWhen the Surety's Payment of the
ner for Debt.

the

Debt,

Judge

is

Moment
free

:

legally applied

fuftaining

He

tho' kill

it

to the

Debt

of that Application, the Prifoner
is

no more a Prifoner

in the

by the

Prifoner,

as clearing his

;

is

in point of

Prifon, until that one fent

in

the

legally

Right
by the

Judge, apply it to him really, by opening the Prifon
to him, and fetting him at Liberty.
Even

Doors

Death of

Chrift, and his RefurreBion conEvidence o£ his compleat Satisfaction,
applied by God the Judge, to a Sin, being legally
ner, upon his Believing ; they have an immediate
Effect on him, conftituting him in a happy relative
fo

the

fider'd as the

State, in Juftification,

and new Relation to

N

God

as
his
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his Friend, Father,

and God: So that he

is

thereby

from the Dominion and Pollution of Sin,
in point of Right, as well as he is in Faff treed
from the Guilt of it He is by that Application, legally dead unto Sin, and alive unto God.
Rom.
vi. 10 For in that he (to wic Chrift) died, he died
freed, even

:

unto Sin once : But in that he hveth, he linjeth unto
God. Ver. 1 1 Likewife reckon ye alfo your [elves
to he dead indeed unto Sin : But alive unto God,
through Jefus Chrift our Lord,
Now the Curfe,

which flood as a

legal

Bar to fan&ifying Influences,

in refped whereof SThe Strength of Sin is the Law
I Cor. xv. 56, being thus quite removed by the le-

gal Application of the Death and Rejurreffiion of
Chrift to the Believer ; the Spirit doth really apply
the fame Death and RefurreBion to him, conforming him perfonally thereto, through the Communication of Grace to him, out of the Fulnefs of Grace
in Chrift the Head, without which there cannot
be any fuch Conformation, according to the dated
Method of Grace reveal'd in the Scripture. And
thus they have a mediate ErTe& on him, conftituting him really and perfonally holy, in SandJification.
Rom. viii. 2 For the Law of the Spirit of Life, in
Chrift Jefus, hath made me free from the Law of Sin
and Death. Col. ii. 12 Buried with him in Baptifm,
wherein alfo ye are rifen with him 1 Cor. xii. 13 For
by one Spirit are we all baptized into one Body. John
xv.

4 As

except

it

the

Branch cannot hear Fruit of

abide in the Vine

:

No

more can

ye,

it felf,

except

ye abide in me. There was a double Sprinkling of
the Blood of the Sacrifices, called the Blood of the
Covenant Exod. xxiv. Firft, it was fprinkled on the
Altapv for Atonement, and Reconciliation with
God for Ifra-el, ver. <5. And next it was fprinkled
,

on

*

tfhe
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on the People,

for

cheir

Purification

purifying Virtue flowing 'from

Accordingly there

is

ver.

8.

its

attoning Virtue.
a double Amplication or Sprinkits

ling ot the Blood of Chnft, thereby fignified

:

One,

and Reconciliation with God ;
J
mentioned//^, xii. 22 f<? are come
ver. 24
to the. Blood of fpr inkling that fpeaketb better Things
than that oj Abel, namely in that it lpeaks tor
Mercy and Pardon, whereas Abel's fpoke r^r Venfor our

geance

uft ifcation

:

And

mentioned

then another, fcr
Pet.

f

—

Spirit anto Obedience,

Jefus

And

Cbrift.

tion of a Sinner,

Sai: edification

oil

;

throng-

2

i.

and

this

S'thfiifitaiwn cf the
Sprinkling of the Bio'-d of

is

the only

vat oahtfif ca-

having afp.cial Relation to Jcfus

Chrift and his Spirir.

Now

the Branc hes of the Promife of San ft ific aliFor it fpreads as wide, as the
manifold
Commandments of the holy Law which in the Sta-

en, are

tion

it

:

hath

in

into Promifes.
the Lord; the

the Gofpcl-covenant, are all turned

Thus whereas
Promife

come unto me Mat.
the

wiU

xi.

28.

come, Pfal. xxii. 31.

Lord

Pfal. xxxi.

circuvicife thine

23.

Heart

Command is,Know

the

ftbey fhatt all

34.

The

and

it is

the Lord, Jer. xxxi.

faith
[hall

is,

is

promifed, They

The Command
'tis

know mey

Command
is,

promifed, Sthe

to love the

Love
Lord

Lord Deut.

xxx. 6. 'Tis the Command, Fear God, 1 Per.
1 7.
and 'tis promifed, / will put my Fear in their Hearts
We are commanded to be meek3
Jer. xxxii. 40.
ii.

humble y and lowly V at xi. 29. and 'tis promifed
Ifa xi. 6 ttbe WolfJh all dwell with the Lamb

and a

little

Child fhall lead them.

And

thus

it is

in

whole Commandments of the
Law in this Station, being inlaid with .the GofpelpromifeS) as appears from Heb. viii. 10 J will put
all

other Cafes, the

N

a

my

1 96
ttfy
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Laws

Hearts

:

into their

And

Mind, and write them in their
to them a God, and they

I will he

he to me a People.
But the chief Branches are thefe two; to wit, the
Promife of Repentance, and the Promife of afiual
Grace and Strength for all holy Obedience.
Firft, One chief Branch of the Promife of Sanffi-

fijall

fication, is the

Promife

of

Repentance.

Not

that

which goes before faving Faith,
being common to the Eled: and Reprobate But
that evangelical Repentance, which is defcribed in
our Catechifms, the Seeds of which are {"aid in the
Larger Catechifm, to be put into the Heart in
SantJification ; and fo follows faming Faith and Julegal Repentance,

:

Order

of Nature.
Ezek. xxxvi.
remember your own evil Ways,
and your Doings that were not good, and Jhall lothe

ftification,

3 1

in the

tfhen Jhall ye

your felves in your own Sight, for your Iniquities.
Pfal. xxii.

27 All the Ends of the World

member and turn
fthey /hall look

unto

upon

the

Lord.

me whom

(lo all

Zech.

xii.

re-

10

they have pierced,

and they Jhall mourn for him. The whole fpiritual
Seed were, by Means of the Breach of the firft Covenant,

loft.

Sheep, even as others.

many Waifs and

Adam

left

them

wandering on the
Mountains of Vanity, ready to become a Prey to
the roaring Lion, who goes about there, feeking
whom he may devour. Jfa. liii. 6 All we like Sheep
have gone aftray : We have turned every one to his
own Way. All of them had loft the Way, and
none of them could find it again. Tiiey had gone
away from God, and could not return. They had
turned to him the Back and not the Face, and had
become fo inflexible, they could not turn about to
him and to their Duty. They had loft their Byes,
as fo

Strays,

suid
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and could not difcem the Way to return ?to do
Good tbey bad no Knowledge Jer. iv. 22. They had
loft the Power of their Limbs, and could no more
return, tho' they had known the Way, than the
:

Ethiopian can

change bis Skin, or the Leopard his

And they had withal loft
being to them an unattoned
God, his Face let again(i them, they could not
So they never would have
bear to approach him.
Spots

Chap.

Heart to return

returned,

23.

xiii.

God

:

altW

they had been able

;

but each of

Stbere is no Hope.

No, for
J have loved Strangers, and after them will 1 go ,
Wherefore, had not the Mediator inJer. ii. 25.
Had not
terpofed, they had wander'd endlefly

them would have

fa id,

:

Jems

Hand, there
Adam's Fami-

Chrift taken the defperate Cafe in

had never been

a returning Sinner of

a true Penitent, a Heart kindly foftned in Sorrow for Sin, nor turn'd in Hatred again ft Sin as Sin ;

ly,

more than there is among the fallen Angels. But
upon Consideration of the fecond Adam's walking
with God, the whole Way of Obedience to the
Law, which they went off from; having withal laid
on .him the Iniquities of them all; there was made
a Promife of giving them Repentance, that hefioouli
gather together in one the Children of God, that were
In Performance of
fcattered abroad, John xi. 5 2.
which Promife, after his Afcenlion into Heaven, it

was found,

that

God had

alfo to the

Gentiles grant-

ed Repentance unto Life Acts xi. 18.
Now when one is juftified by Faith, and newrelated to God, as his Friend, Father, and God,

he is fancJified, and brought to true and evangelical
Repentance, according to this Promife. Being come
to Chrift by Faith, he comes back unto God by hint
in Repentance Reb.

vii.

n

25.
3

Whence

it

is

called

**;

•
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'

Repentance toward God, which is the End whereunto Faith toward our Lord Jefus Chrift is the

I hen, and not till then, it
a Going in true Gofpel-rer
pentance, pleating to God, and acceptable in his
Sight; according to the Scriptures.
Ezek. xvi. 62
And I wiH. eftablifio my Covenant with, thee : Vcr. 61
S'bat thou mayefi remember and be confounded, ana
never open thy Mouth anymore becaufe of thy Shame %
When I am -pacified to-war d thee. Chap. xx. 42 And
yeJhall know that J a,m the Lord, when I /hall bring
Means,

Affis xx.

that the Heart

is,

21.

is fet

you into the Land of 1/rael. Ver. 43 And there Jhall
ye remember your U 'ays
-and ye fa all lot he your.
felves.

Chap. xxxvi. 25 then will I jprmkle clean
you, and ye Jhall be clean:Ver. 26
Heart a Ifo will I give youVer. 28—

—

Water upon

Anew

—

my People\ and 1 will be your God,
then Jhall ye remember your own^vil Ways
and (hall loth e your felves. For then it is, that
the Love of God to the Soul, which lay hid before,
doth {hine forth more or Ms clear; and being difccrned by Faith accordingly, warms the Heart of
the Sinner with Love to God again, according to
that 1 John iv. 10 We love him, becaufe he firft
loved us.
And that Love mek$ it into Repentance
and ye
Ver.

(hall be

3 1

Woman

who, being forgiven
her Love, by her
liuajhing our Saviour's Feet with 'tears Luke vii.
The hard Heart is then laid on the
37, 38, 47.
fort Bed of the
Love and free Grace of God in
Chrift ; and the Word of the Law inlaid with the
Gofpel, falls on it, faying, " Break, for the Lord
for

Sin, as

in

the

much, loved much, and

"

is

Kent your Heart
ti.
1 3
Lord your God: For be is gracious
meraful—and of great Kindnefs. And this
gracious," Joei

and turn unto

md

ftiew'd

the

like

The Promtfe
like

a

Hammer,

of Sanffification.
Rock

brcaketh the

199

in Pieces.

The

Party being, as is before declared, renewed in the
whole Man, put into a State of Death unto Sin,

and Life unto Righteoufnefs, the new Nature vents
in an ingenuous and thorough ^turning from
Sin unto God, in Heart and Lite. By believing the

itfelr,

Sinner returns unto God as a Portion, wherein to
In repenting he returns unto God as a Lord
:
and Mafter, whom he is to obey. He turns from
reft

Sin unto God, coming back as a Runaway Servant
co his Mailer, returning to his Place and Duty in
And he returns with Bluihing and
the Family.

He

Tears.

till'd

is

with Sorrow and Shame for

God. His Htart is
Hatred of it He hates it
not only as a hurtJul Thing, that would ruine him ;
but as a filthy and lothjome Thing, that defiles him.
He lothes it, as the abominable Thing that God
offending a good and gracious

turn'd

hates

;

againft

Sin, in

:

as the Deformity or the Soul,

of the glorious Holmefs ot

verfe

Law. He
and Beajl,

lothes htmfelf for
for

his

it

;

entertaining

rhe very

God

calls himfelf
it

;

Re-

expreft in his

Fool

on his
was bred

[mites

Breafi, as if he wouid bruife that Brcaft it
in; and Unites on his tfbigh, as if he'd break

the

Legs that carried him in the Way of it. Luke xv.
20, 21. and xviii. 13. Jer. xxxi. 18, 19. And
he returns with full Purpoje of, and Endeavour after,
new Obedience ; with a Heart inclined to keep God's
Statutes always

and

fill'd

Defire

of

>

even unto the

End

Pfai.

cxix. 12.

with Carefulnefs in that Point, vehement
it,

and Zeal

for

it

2 Cor.

vii.

n.

Branch of the Promtfe
The
ot aclnal Grace
Promife
of SancJification> is, the
w hereby one
Obedience;
Strength
tor
holy
all
and
Secondly,

may

other chief

be enabled^ acceptably to perform Obedience, in

N

4

all

ZOO The Promt fe

of Santfification.

and every Ad of Mortifiation or dying unto Sin,
and of living unto RJgbteoufnefs ; to do every Duty,
that is requked of him, and to bear whatsoever
Seed
Pfal. xxii. 30
Affliction is laid upon him.

all

A

yf«d 1 will ftrengtben
them in the Lord, and they Jhall walk up and down
Hof. xiv. 9 *the IVays of the Lord
in his Name.
are rights and the Juft floall walk in them. Ezek.
xxxvi. 27 And I will eaufe you to walk in my Statutes, and ye [hall keep my Judgments, and do them.
And Deut. xxx the Root-promife of San edification,
in circumcifing of the Heart to love the Lord, is
the firft Place propofed Ver. 6 : And then follow
both the Branches thereof together, to wit, the
Promife of Repentance, and of affualGrace for new
Obedience^ Ver. 8 And thou fhalt return, and
obey the Voice of the Lord, and do all bis Com*
mandments. God planted Adam a noble Vine,
made him as a green Tree full of Sap, for bringing
forth all Fruits of Holinefs : Blit breaking the firft,
Covenant, he and all Mankind in him withered and
upon which enfued an abV
died, under the Curfe
thac
Barrennefs,
no Fruit of Holinefs couldA
folute
them,
But the fecond Adam
Irom
more.
expe&ed
be
having engaged to fatiify the Law, by bearing the
Curfe ; there was thereupon made a Promife of
yaijing them up again to walk in Newnefs of
And it is performed in their habitual SancJiLife.

Jhall ferve him. Zech. x.

12

m

3

wrought in them immediately upon their
J
Union with Chrift For tho Sanclification doth in

fication

:

the

WW

Order

of

Nature follow

Relation to

God as

yet in refpect of Stime,

with them

:

juftfied, he

In
is

the

and the
and God;
together and at once

Juftification,

a Friend, Father,

fame

it

is

Moment

alfo fantfijied.

that

a Sinner is

But even when

we
are
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are habitually [anciified, thro' the

Habits of Grace

we are not of our
irifufed
that Stock, withupon
merely
[elves, that is to fay,
Grace by the
aclual
of
Communications
out new
into us by the Spirit

fame

;

Spirit, able to bring forth

Even

nefs:

of

our gracious

felves

any Fruit of Holi-

we can

do nothing,

And the
as our Saviour teacheth John xv. 4, 5.
Apoille profeffeth in hh own Name, and in the
Name of all other gracious Perfons, 2 Cor. Hi. 4
And fuch Ttufl have we through Chrift to God-war a :
Ver. j Not that we are [tijjicient of our [elves to
think any tthing as of ourfilves : But our Sufficiency
For (faith he Philip, ii. 13) it is God
is of God.
that worketb in you both to will and to do.
And
this

no more ftrange

is

in the Difpenfation of

Graceb

than that, in Nature, frefh Seed fown in good
Ground, yet cannot [pring up, and bring forth Fruit,
without warming and moiftning Influences from the
Heavens ; or, that we have a Power of natural Motion,

out a

and yet cannot actually move a Finger, with-

common

God,

providential Influence of the Spirit of

in (or, by)

whom we

live,

and move

Ads

Wherefore, the Promife is extended, as
we have faid, unto affinal Grace and Strength for
the Affs of holy Obedience-, and is fo made forth-

xvii.

28.

coming

to Believers in their affiual

and progreffivs

Sandification.

And thus, fuch a fufficient Proviiion and Allowance of Grace, is made in the Covenant, for Beit is poffible for them, even in this
perform Obedience to the Law or Chrift,
the Ten Commandments, the eternal Rule of
Righteoufnefs, in all the Parts thereof, acceptably:

lievers,

as that

Life, to

$0 that

there

is

no Corruption

fo ftrong, but

one

may

;
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may

gee

it

require any

acceptably mortified; nor does the

Duty

fo difficult,

but one

may

get

Lord

acnor is there any atrial or Affliction
fo heavy, but one may get it acceptably bom.
If it
had not been fo, our Lord would not have made
doing whatsoever he commands , the diftinguifhing
ceptably done

it

;

Mark of his Friends, John xv. 14. The Apoftie
doth indeed deny, chat we are [ufficient of our [elves
but withal he teacheth, that there is a Sufficiency
So the Lord himfelf
for us of God 2 Cor. iii. 5.
taught him, in his own Cafe Chap. xii. 9 My Grace
Without it were fo, ChriiYs
is /ufficient for thee.
Toke could not be eafy, nor his Burden light Mat.
Nay they would be like the Toke and Burxi. 30.
den or :he Law as a Covenant of Works, grievous
But his Commandments
to be bom Chap, xxiii. 4.
are, not grievous 1 John v. 3. It was no vain Boafting the Apoftie ufed, when he faid, lean do all
5fhmgs through Chrift which ftrengthneth me Philip.
Nor was Epaphras out, in iuppofing that
iv. 13.
the Coloffian Believers might ft and compleat in all
David had God's
the Witt of God Col. iv. 12.
own Teftimony, as to Fact in that Matter Acts
xiii. 22 / have found David, a Man after mine
own Heart, which JJo all fulfil all my Will.
This bears no Prejudice, to the Do&rine of the
ImperfeBion of the Obedience of the Saints in this
Lite, maintained by orthodox Divines againft the
Papifis and other PerfecJionifts ; which, as it is abundantly evident from the holy Scriptures, hath
alfo a concurring Teftimony to the Truth thereof,
in the Breafts of all the ferious godly, to whom it
is given by the Spirit to difcern the Holinefs of God,

the Spirituality of the
their

own

Nature.

Law, and

But

I

am

the Corruption of

perfuaded, that thro*
the
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the Slight of Satan, that Doctrine is, as feveral other precious Truths are, a Sit one of Stumbling to
many, through their not adverting to the Provifion

and Allowance of Grace, made in this Promife of
And that by this Means many a
the Covenant
fnared
and ruined, and the Hands ot
is
poor Sinner
weakned
in the Practice of Holinefs ;
many Saints
:

to the great Difadvantage
in

Caufe of Holinefs

of the

the World.

break that Snare, and fet this Matter in a
there are three Things carefully to be
Light,
clear
diftmguifhed.
Firfty Diflinguifh between performing Obedience,

To

Parts thereof, and

in all the

The

thefe farts.

in

all

no

latter indeed

the Degrees of

Man

can, at

any

Rate, do in this Lite Jam. iii. 2. Ecclef. vii. 20.
But the former every true Believer may do, yea and
aftually doth, fo far as thefe Parts are known to

him

;

as appears from

Texts above alledged.

the

lies a Snare. " The
Men." fay crafty Sinners, " do in many
<£
Things come fhort of the Obedience required of
u tiiem And but fo do we." Now, that the
Saints do come fhort of the Degrees of every Part of

In confounding or thefe, there

"

bell of

:

Obedience required of them, is very true : But that
they come fhort of any of the Parts themfelves
known to them, which is the Cafe of the crafty
Sinner feeking Shelter ror his Sin here,
herein, the former

do

from the

David fhewed

ther

latter

as

;

Make, than

Will

in the

not,

Jcls

Family

Saul,

really

by

is falfe.

And

diftinguifh themfelves

himfelf ot ano-

his fulfilling

all

God's

Parts thereof, which Saul did
22.
'Tis here as in the Cafe of a

feveral

xiii.

confiding

fractory Servants.

of plyable

The Mailer

and reFamily pre-

Children,
of die

fer: bes
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fcribes fcveral Pieces of Worlc, to be
all

:

And

his

grown

do them

Skill of their Buiinefs,

done by them

who have

Children,

all,

perfect

exactly accord-

ing to his Mind ; and thus glorified Saints obey :
younger Children, who are but learning to

The

work, do, out of Regard to

their

Father's

Com-

mand, indeed put Hand to every one of them, but
they can do none of them exactly ; even fo it is with
But the refractory. Servants
the Saints on Earth
:

Hand

fome of them, but quite neglect others
And this is the Manner of the wicked
of them
and /lot hftil Servant , who feeks Shelter here for his
Sloth, and his Partiality in Obedience.
Secondly, Diftinguifh between performing Obedience perfectly^ and performing it acceptably.
No Man can perform Obedience perfeBly, in this
put

to

,•

Life Philip,

hi.

12: But every

true

Believer per-

forms Obedience acceptably, A£is x. 35 He that
fearetb him, and worketh Rigbteoufnefs, is accepted
In confounding of thefe, there is a Snare.
with him.
The crafty Sinner faith, " There is none that per" forms Obedience perfectly And I am fure, I
" do many Things, tho* indeed not all." Now that
:

Obedience perfeffly,
But that they do not perform it acwhich is the Cafe or the crafty Sinner, as

true Believers do not perform
is

very true

ceptably,

:

not univerfal, and therefore not Jin cere, in his
Obedience, is altogether felfe. They who are
Matters, know very well how to make this DiIf a Child,
ftinction, in their domeftick Affairs.
or pliable Servant, fhew a real Good-will to obey
their Orders ; they'll accept of their Work, tho' it
is

not done, in every Point, as they would have

So, if there he firft
fincere

Endeavours,

a
it

willing
is

Mwd,

accepted of

difcovered

God

it

in

for the

Saks

.

;
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iake of Chrift, according to that a Man hath 2 Cor.

But it a Servant fhall quite negled to put
Hand to a Thing, which he is peremptorily ordered
to do becaufe he cannot do it every Way fo, as
This is conftrued
the Mafter would have it done
Authority.
Matter's
And
of
the
Contempt
to be a
imagine,
Men
can
will
be
Account
'what other
in
Conduct,
Inftances
their
oE
of
Heaven,
made in
which
they
Duty,
quite
unqueftionable
plain and
12.

yiii.

;

:

;

neglect
in

;

and of Sin, that they indulge themfelves

?

<Thirdly,

for

Diftinguifh between Ability in ourfefoes
all the Parts thereof

performing Obedience in

acceptably, and Ability for it in Chrift to be fetcht
Neither Saints nor Sinners have the
in by Faith.

former 2 Cor. iii. 5. But all true Believers have the?
they have fuch Ability in Chrift, their Head,
j

latter

Te are cempleat in him. Philip, iv. 13 1
ii. 10.
can do all things through Chrift which ftrengthneth
And it is, in the Gofpel, offered to all, fo
me.
that whofoever will may have it. Matth \i. 28 Come
imto me all ye that labour, and arc heavy laden,
avd I will give you Reft, ver. 29 'take my Toke upon
If a difcreet Mafter command his Servant, to
yau.
go and do a particular Piece of Work; it will not
excufe the Servant's Neglect thereof, that he wanted
Internments neceffary for it
Becaufe he'll reckon,
that his bidding hinv do the Work, didfuppofe his
allowing him Inftruments, without which it could
not bs done ; and, that the Servant ought to have
called for them.
But here lies a ruining Snare to
many. " We can do nothing of our felves," fay
they And hereupon, the Sluggard puts his Hand
in his Bofom, and does nothing
but, having laid

Col.

t

:

:

,-

his

Head on

this foft Pillow,

he fleeps to Death on

iod The Promife of Salification.
O that Men
the Bed of Sloth and carnal Eafe.
would open

their Eyes,

and

tnrough this Piece
be able to cxcufe himfelf hereby, from the Performance of holy
of ruining Deceit

fee

No Man

!

fhall

Obedience in all the Parts thereof. Nay this his
Conduct will bring him under a double Guilt one,
of neglecting what it was his Duty to do
another,
of defpifing the Grace oftered him, to enable him
thereto : And fo, he'll be condemned, not becaufe
*

;

God
he could not obey, but becaufe he would not.
hath never been a bard Mafter to Mankind, reaping
where he did notfow but hath always made a Suitable Allowance of Grace and Strength to them,
lu the Covenant of Works, only petfor his Work,
feci Obedience could be accepted, at the Hands of
the Covenant-people : And there was an Allowance
of Grace and Strength conform, made to them in
the Law,
it. God made Man upright, able to obey
And the Law juftly infills for Perin Perfection.
fection of Obedience, ft ill, upon the Ground of
that Provifion which was made for it, tho' 'tis now
$

being that it was loft by Man's own Fault.
;
In the Covenant of Grace, which is adapted to our

loft

fallen State, fin cere Obedience may be accepted,
notwithstanding of Imperfections attending it.
And

accordingly, in

it

Allowance of fuch a

there

is

made

a Provifion

Sufficiency of Grace

and

and Strength,

as thereby every Piece of Obedience required of the
Covenant-people, may be done, even in this Life ;
tho' not as

accepted

:

it

floould be done, yet fo

Accepted,

I

fay,

not

for

may be

as

it

its

own Sake

nor for the Worker s Sake neither ; but for
whofe Name 'tis required to be
done and offered to God, as a fpiritual Sacrifice ac-

indeed

;

Chrift's Sake, in

ceptable to

God by Jefus

Cbrift

i

Pet.

ii.

5.

This

is

evident

;

<rbe PromifeofSanffification.
evident from the forecited
xii.

9. Philip, iv. 13

2 Cor.

RaflTagss

but withal,

this

107

iii.

5.

and

Sufficiency

of Grace and Strength for that Edfeft, is not iod^d
in the Covenant- people thtmfelves> but in Ch&ist
their

Head,

in

wnom

tney nave

as the

it,

Branches

have a Sufficiency of Sap and Juiee in the Vtne;
for their cringing forth Fruit in tn.e Seafon. Ifa. xlv,
24 Surely, /hall one fay, In the Lord have J Rtghtecufnefs

and Strength.

Ana
the

r: is

2-

Tim.

ii.

retcht into the SohI

Pre mife Jer.

xvii.

'Thou therefore,

1

m the Grace that

ray Son, he ftrong

in Chnft Jefus.
by Faith, believing
is

7 Blejfed
For he

trufteth in the Lord. vei. S

is

the

fhall

Man

that

be as a Tree

planted by theJVaters. Pfal. xxviii. 7 MyHeart trufted
And fo every Command
in him, and I am helped.
of Chrift., in this Covenant, fuppoftth an Allowance of Grace and Strength, fufficient for the per-

forming of it in an acceptable Manner. Accordingly, theDecUuationo, Grace (lands on the Front of
the Ten Commandments Exod. xx. 2 1 am the Lord
thy Gcd-- ver. 5 Thou Jh alt have no other Gods before me, &c. If the Law came to us without the
Gofpel, we might have fame Excufe for not doing
what we are commanded ; yet not fo ftrong, but
that it would be overthrown, as in the Cafe of
Pagans Rom. ii, 12: But fince, with the Commands
of the Law requiring Obedience, the Gofpel alfo
comes to us 5 fJoewing how we may be enabled to

.

obey

them acceptably, and

in Chrift Jefus

:

We

offering

us that Ability

are inexcufable in that

Matter

the Piea of the wicked and flothful Servant is rejected ; and he is condemned, not only for not giv-

ing Obedience, but for refufing Grace and Strength
him, to enable him thereto.

©ftered

Where-

ZOS The Promife of Sanctification*
Wherefore, lee us firmly believe this Promife of
the Gofpel- covenant, that we may give Obedience

Commands of the Law, For where there is
no Hope of performing acceptably what is required,
there can be no fuitable Endeavours after it.
If
the Heart is hopelefs m that Matter, the Hands will
certainly bang down : And the Iffuemuft needs be,
either a ceafing from the Duty altogether, or elfe a
very faint Performance thereof unacceptable to God.
Eut the Faith of this Promife, will remove the
Cover of Sloth, animate to every good Work, and
bring in Grace and Strength for all holy Obedience.
-Having tberefcre the/e Promises (dearly beloved)
let us cleanfe cur felves from all Filthinefs of the
Flejb and Spirit, perfecting Holinefs in the Fear of
to the

God

2 Cor.

vii.

i.

God hath not given
Command of San&ification to
Since

to the Church, the

be obeyed, without

the Promife of San&ification to be believed; but he
that hath faid, Wafh ye make you clean, hath faid

I will fprinkle clean Water upon you, and ye
:
No Man hath Ground to imagine,
that he doth fo much as endeavour'to comply with
the true Deiign of the Command of Sanc~fcin*cation,
who doth not firft believe and embrace the Promife
of Sanctification but fails to work with the Nitre
and Soap of his own faithlefs Endeavours, to wafh
Such a one miftakes the true Intent
himfelf clean.

alfo,

(hall be clean

;

and Import

of the

Command

of Sanctification, as

it

and that, as far as the ComMatter
would be miftaken by a
of
difcreet
a
mand
being
bid to go and dig a
Servant,
who,
foolilh
mould
thereupon
of
Ground,
fall a digging
Parcel
n&ver looking after a Spade y
it with his Nails,
ftands in his Bible

;

Mattock,

The Promife of Santtification. ZO9
or any other lnftrument proper to dig

Mattock,
with.

Now

the Promife of Sanclification, with its fe-

veral Branches,

upon

the Promife of a
For the Condition of
the Covenant being fulfilled, he as the Head, was
according to the Promife, Brought again from the
Bead, and lives unto God, Death having no more
Dominion over him : And in virtue hereof again,
his Members are brought to Repentance from dead
Works, and unto Newnefs of Life. Hence we are

Refurreffion

grafted

is

made

to Chrift.

faid to be begotten again, by the Refer re CI ion of
Jefus Chrift from the Dead i Pet i. 3. forafmuch as
we are raifed with him (Col. iii. 1) unto Newnefs of
Life (Rom. vi. 4, 5) according to the Promife IJa.
xxvi. 19 £by dead Men fhall live, together with

the Earth Jhall
my dead Body fhall they arife
cad out the Dead namely, m the firft Place the
Head Christ Jesus, the Firft-bom from the Dead
;

Col.

i.

him

in

third

Day

18.

and then,

their

Members after
Compare Hof vi. 2 In the
us up, and wefoall live in

his myftical

Order.

he will raife

his Sight.

Thus far of the Promife
IV.

of San edification.

The Promife 0/ Perseverance

Follows

in Grace*

The Promife of eternal Life doth, in like Manner,
comprehend the Promife of Perfeverance in Grace,
to be conferred on all the Covenant-people, being
juftified, new-related to God, and fancJified ; fo
that, being once brought into the State of Grace,
they fhall never fall away from it totally nor finally.
This Promife wc have Jer. xxxii. 40 And 1 will
make an everlafting Covenant with them, that J will

O

not

2lo

The Promije of

not turn

away from them,

will put

my Fear

depart from
Sides ; that

to

do them good; hut J

in their Hearts, that they Jh all not

ms.

God

Here they

are fecured

will never caft

them

off,

on both
and that

And that this Benefit
they fhall never defert him.
included in the Promife of eternal Life, is clear

is

from the Apoftle's adducing this laft to prove it,
Heb. x. 38 Now the Juftfhall live by Faith. Such
is the Malice of Satan, and the Advantage he hath
againft the Saints in this Life ; fo manifold are the
Snares for them in the prefent evil World ; fuch a
tender Bud of Heaven is the implanted Grace of

God

in

them

;

and

fo corrupt, fickle,

and incon-

Hearts of the be{t, while here : That,
if their Perfeverance had not been fecured by Prowife in the Covenant, but made the Condition of
the Covenant, and left to the Management of their
own Free-will ; they would have had but a forry
Reftoration of it into the State of Grace, much as
if they had got a Spark of Fire to keep alive in the
At that Rate they might all
midft of an Ocean.
have perifhed : And Jefus Chrift, notwithstanding
of the fhedding of his Blood for them, might have
eternally remained a Head without Members, a
King without Subjects. But the Glory of Chrift,
and the Salvation of his Redeemed, were not left
ftant are the

at,

fuch

the

firft

Uncertainty.

Adam

fail'd of,

Perfeverance, which
and was made the Condition

SFhat

of the fecond Covenant, the fecond Adam did undertake in their Name : And thereupon was made
And be having
the Promife of their Perfeverance.

accordingly perfevered unto the End, in Obedience
to the Law for them, being obedient even to the

Death

;

it

was punhafed

for them.

Thus
.-

Cbrift's

Per-

1

Perfever ance in Grace

z1

Perfeverance in Obedience to the Law, til] tht
Condition of the Covenant was pcrfe&ly fulfilled, is
the Ground in

of the Saints

is

Faithfulnefs of

Now

this

Law, upon which
infallibly fecuied.,

God

the

Perfeverance
virtue

in

of the

in the Promjfe.

Promife begins to be performed to them,

affoon as they are united unto Chrifl

and it goes
Death, that they enter
Yea, ftri&ly fpeaking, Death is not
into Glory
the lafl, but a middle Term of their Perfeverance
after which it proceeds far more iUuftrioufly than
Upon their Union with the fecond Adam,
before.
being favingly interefled in his Obedience which he
perfevered in unto the £nd, they are confirmed, that
they can no more fail away : Even as the firft
Adam's natural Seed would have been confirmed,
upon his having compieated the Courfe of his probationary Obedience, and fulfilling the Condition of
The mjrftical Members
the Covenant of Wotks.
of Chrift do then" obtain the farmer, as the Reward
of Hf continued Obedience; as in the other fuppofed Event, Adam's natural Seed would have obtained the latter, as the Reicard of ms continued
Obedience.
The Promife of the Perfeverance o( the Saints,
feems to be grafted upon the Promife of Affifiance
made to Chrift in his Work. The Father promifed
to him, that he would uphold him, fo as he fhould
not fail Ifa. xlii. i, 4. The which Promife being
made to him as a pubiick Perfon, carries along with

on

along, until

all

;

their

:

-,

it,

and Support or his Members, in
^Trials, and Dangers of peenfuring the fafe Conduit, as ot the Head,
myftical Members, through this World, till

the Prefer^' at ion

all their

riling

;

fo of the

Temptations,

they be out of the

Reach of Danger.

O

2

Now

zn

The Promtfe of

Now

of the Promife of Perfever ance there are

two

chiet Branches.

A

Promife of continued Influences of Grace,.
to Time conferred on them,' being once brought into a Stale of Grace, Ifa. xxvii.
Their Stock of in3 I will water it every Moment.
Firft,

Time

to be from

herent Grace would foon fail,

if they were left to
without Supply coming in from anoOf itfelf it would wither away and die
ther Hand
c
out, if it were not fed. Luke xxii 32. John
xv. 6*

live

upon

it,
:

Innocent AdamhzA. a larger Stock

than any of the Saints in

But the Grace

it.

loft

;

of

this Life

God

of inherent
:

And

in Believers

Grace,

yet he loft

cannot be fo

for in virtue of the Promife, there are continued

Influences

fecured

for

them

:

Namely, preferring

whereby Grace given is kept from dying
out, that, as they are fan Stifled by God the Father ,
fo they are preferred in Jefus Chrifi Jude 1
Exciting Influences, whereby the Grace preferved beginning to languifh, or being brought low by the
prevailing of Corruption and Temptation, is ftir'd
Influences,

:

up and put in Excrcife again And ftrengthning Inwhereby the Grace excited is encreafed,
and gathers more Strength ; to the overtopping of
Corruption, and repelling of Temptation. Hof.xiv. 7
tfheyjhall revive as the Corn, and grow as the Vine.
:

fluences,

Accordingly, their Faub is never buffered to fail toexcited, and ftrengthned
tally, but is preferved,
and all the other Graces, with it, and by it. And
this is brought to pafs, through the Communication of new Supplies of Grace to them, by the Spirit, from Chrift their Head, from which all the Body
having Nounjbment miniftred (namely, through the
Supply of the Spirit Philip, i. 19) increafcth with the
^

Increafe of God Col.

ii.

1$.

Secondly

Terje rverance in Grace:
raife,

is

112

other chief Branch of this Proa Promife of Pardon, continued Pardon for

Secondly,

The

Differences betwixt

Walk whereby emergent
God and them, come to be done

away from Time

Time,

the Sins of their

daily

to

;

fo that a total

Rupture

is

/ will pardon all their Iniquities.
Howbeit the Juftified have, as to their
State, no need of a new formal Pardon, but only of
a Manifeftation of their former Pardon ; fince the
Pardon given in Juftification is never revoked, tho'
by Means of their After-fins they may lofe Sight of
prevented. Jer.

it

:

Yet as

x.xxiii. 8

to their

daily contracting

Walk, they have great

daily

Need of a formal Pardon
new

;

Guilt.

forafmuch as they arc
John xiii. 10 He that

needeth not, five to wajh Lis Feet.
For
howbeit no Sins of the Juftified can bring them any
more under the Guilt of eternal Wrath neverthelefs
they do bring them under the Guilt offatherly Anger,
Pfal. lxxxix. 30, 31, 32. And therefore they need to
pray every Day, Our Father forgive us our Debts.
This Pardon is given them, upon their renewed
Actings of Faith in Jefus Chrift, and of Repentance
towards God : Yet not for their Believing and
Repenting ; but for Chrift' s Sake, even as the fir(I
Pardon is given, 1 John ii. 1, 2. and i. 7. Applying the
Blood of Chrift ajrefh to their Souls, they are anew
moved to Repentance, turning from their Sins with
is wafJoed,

•

Hatred of them, Sorrow, Shame, and Self-loathing
Looking by Faith on him whom they have
pierced, they mourn in renewed Repentance
and
fo receive this Pardon.
For altho' Repentance doth
not go before, but follows after, the Pardon of Sin

for them.

;

yet not only Faith, but Repentance
;
goes before the Pardons given to thefe already
juftified 1 John i, 7 If we walk in the Light, as
in Juftification

alfo,

O

3

H

The Promife of

2 1$

we have Felkwjbip one with
and the Blood of Jefus Qhrift his Son,
cleanfeth us from all Sin. ver. S. If we confefs our
Sins he is faithful, and jttft to forgive us our Sins,
and to cieanfe us. Therefore, we are ordered to
pray thus, Our Father, forgive us our Debts, as we
be

is

in the Light,

another,

forgive our Debtors Matth. vi« 9, 11; to teach all
the Children of God, that if they would have their
Father's Forgivenne/s

forgive others

,

which

;

they
is

yec

muft

more

in

the

firft

Place

clearly intimated

4 And forgive us our Sins for i&e alfo
every
one that is indebted to us.
forgive
But the
Matter is not fo flated, with rtfpecl: to the Pardon
of Sin in Jufiification ; but that Pardon is the Spring
of our forgiving others Matth. xviii. 32, 33. For our

Luke

x\.

$

hearty and acceptable forgiving of others, proceeds

from

Love to our Neighbour ; and
Love to God; the which is kin-

true Chriftian

that flows from

our Hearts by God's Pardoning Grace to
i v. 3 2. The Reafon of the Difference Iks here.
The unjufttfied Sinner is under the
Guilt of revenging Wrath, which feeks not the Adled in

us,

Luke

\u. 47. Epb.

mendment, but the DeflruSiion of the Guilty Wherefore till once it is removed, there can be no irue Evangelical Repentance, no acceptable Amendment
:

',

thefe being really a Reftoration of
in
r
Li
to
e,
incompatible
with a legal Deftination
him
to
the juftified Saint is
him
But
of
Deftruffion.

the

Sinner

;

only under the Guilt of fatherly Anger, which feeks
uot the Deftruftion, but the Recovery and Amendment of the Guilty And therefore it is not remove
ed, until he Repent, turning from his Sin unto God
in an acceptable Manner; and that is the very A;

meudment, God feeketh in fhewing his Anger againll
him, as in the Cafe of David, and ot Piter.

And

Perjcveranct in Grace.
And

both

Grace,

real

and

relative.

Influences fecures not

continued
tton,

215

thus arc the Saints caufed to perfevere in

The Promife of
only the Preferva-

but the renew d Excrcife, or their Grace, parFaith and Repentance
And the

ticularly of their

:

Promife of continued Pardon to them believing and
repenting, fecures the
ly

The

Anger.

Removal of

.Sjpiri*

the

(ftrift

of father-

or Chrift ever dwells in

them,

Bond of their Union
And dwelling in them, he recovers them
with him
u hen. they are fallen, ftirsup the holy Fire of Grace
lying hid with A flies of Corruption.
Then the wiand

fo

continues an inviolable
:

thered

Hand

of Faith

is

again ftretcht

out;

And

Man

believes the Promife of the Pardon oi Guilt
of eternal Wrath, as to ail his Sins
this melts his

the

,•

Heart in kindly Repentance

and

he believes the
Promife of continued Pardon^ as to fatherly Anger,
with refped to the Sins the Caufes of God's prefent
Gontroverfy with him, and obtains Pardon accordingly.
By thefe Means, Matters are always kept
from coming to a total Rupture.
;

fo

V. The Promife of temporal Benefits,
In the fifth and lafl Place, the Promife of eternal
Life to the Elect, considered in this Period, comprehends a Promife of temporal Benefits to be con-

tend on them, and every one of them, being united
to Chriil ; and that in fuch Meafure, as God kes
meet for his own Glory and their Good. This Pr$tnife ftands embodied with the fpiritual Promifes,
in the Covenant. Ezek. xxxvi. 20 1 will al/o fave
you from all your Uncleanneffes, and will call for the
it. Hof. ii. 22 ?be Earth
and the Oil, and
andthelfine,
Com,

Corn, and will increafe
(hall hear the

O

4

they

The Tromije of

li 6

they (hall hear JeZreel.

Indeed this

is

not the prin-

Thing contained in the promiffory Part of the
But it is a nccefiary Addition thereto
Covenant

cipal

:

as

5

the prefent State of the

World, doth
linefs,

Matth.

require,

as the Apoftle

Saints,
vi.

obferves

Promife of the Life that now

33.

And

thus Godhath

tfim. iv. 8,

1

is,

while in this

and of that which

come.

ts to

When God
he

made

as

for

gave

Man

took

Provision

in

his fpiritual

him a Right

into the

firft

eternal

and.,

Covenant,

temporal as well

for his

it,

He

Welfare,

and Dominion over the
Creatures in the Earth, Sea, and Air ; giving and
granting unto him full Power, foberly to ufe them,*
and to difpofe of them, for God's Glory and his own
:

And

fpvereign

Lord

Comfort

to,

this Lordfhip to be

and

of all, firm

Tenor of that Covenant,

holden of him, as

irreverfible,

by the
con-

as long as he fhould

tinue in his Obedience; but to be forfeited to all In-

and Purpofes, in cafe he fhould by Tranfgreflion
break the Covenant. Gen. i. 28. and ii. 16, 17. But
Man continued not in this Honour. He brake
God's Covenant, and fo fell from that his Right to,

tents

and Dominion, over the Creatures. By his Tranfgreflion he forfeited Life itfelf ; and confequently
loft his Covenant right , to all the Means and Com-

And

Condition are all naThey
thefe Things.
have no Covenant-right to the Means and Comforts
of Life, whatever Portion of them, they arc pojjefi
All the Right that they have to them, is a mere
of.
providential, precarious Right ; fuch as a condemned
Man hath to his Food, during the Time his Execu-

forts of Life.
tural

in

this

Men, with rtfped

9

d

to

This is
Nea moll uncertain and uncomfortable Holding

tion is delay

at the Pleafure of the Prince.

:

verthelefs

Temporal
vtrthckfs

avails, thac they

fo far

ft
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Benefits.
are

not, pro-

perly fpeaking, violent Poffeffon of temporal Benefits ; having juft the fame Right to them, as to their
'tis left them, by the Difpcfal
Wherefore the worft of Men may
lawfully eat and drink, and take the Benefit of other
Neceffaries of Lik ; whatever Satan may fuggeft, to
Yea, they
thecontrary, in the Hour of Temptation
ought to do it, and they fin againft God egregioufly
if they do it not ; becaufe he hath faid, Thou Jhalt

forfeited Life;

while

of Providence.

:

not kill

\

!

But the fecond Adam having undertaken to bear
the Curfe, and to give perfect Obedience to th«

Law,

Name

in the

of

his fpiritual Seed

;

there

was

thereupon made a Promife of reftoring to rhem the
forfeited Life,
with all the Means thereof ; and
particularly, a Promife of the good Things requifite
for the Support and Comfort of their temporal Life
\

;

;

m this

World,

till

And

to Heaven.

at

Death they be

carried

home

the Performance of this Promife

to them, is begun, immediately upon their uniting
with drift
Then their Covenant-relation to the
:

I

Adam,

found to be lawfully diffolved ; the
new Covenant -right to
i Cor. Hi 22, 23
All
are yours, and ye are Chriffs.
And it goes on, atl
along till Death ; fo much of this their Stock, being from Time to Time put into their Hands, as

firft

is

taken off; and a
the Creatures, is given them,
Forfeiture

is

Adm fniftrator kes needful for

the great

whether that be

Moment

little

poffefs it,

or

them.

And

much, they do from that

by a new Title

:

>Tis theirs by

Covenant.

Now
made

to

this

Promife

is

grafted upon the

Promife

Chrifc, of his inheriting all things..

For.

they

8

The Tromije of

II
they that are

his,

are Joint heirs with

him Rom.

things too, through him,
17,
Rev. xxl 7. The Eftate and Honour, which the
firft Adam loft, for himfelf and Family, by his Difto

viii.

inherit all

ohedience in breaking of the firft Covenant, was, in
Covenant, made over by Proroife, to
Chrift the fecond Adam, for him and his, upon the

the fecond

Condition of his Obedience. The which Obedience
being performed, the whole ancient Eftate of the
Family was recovered, together with the Honours
thereunto belonging.
The ancient Dominion was reftored, in the Perfon

And

all his

him.

This

What

is

the Son

the

Christ as fecond Adam :
Members partake thereof in
of

teacheth,

Pfalmift

Pfal.

Man that thou art mindful of
of Man that thou vijiteft him?

viii.

4

him ? and

ver. 5 For
lower than the Angels,
and haft crowned him with Glory and Honour, ver.
6 ihou madeft him to have Dominion over the Works
of thy Hands ; thou haft put all ^things under his
Feet : ver. 7 All Sheep and Oxen, yea, and the Beads

thou haft

-

myftical

made him a

little

ver. 8 tfhe Fowl of the Air, and the
;
of the Sea, and whatfoever paffsth through the

of the Field
Fifto

Paths of the Seas.

View

to the

flrft

Tho'

there

Adam, and

all

is

here

a manifefl

Mankind

in

him,

as they were happily and honourably ftated at their
Creation ; yet we are infallibly aflured by the

Apoftle, that this Paflage is meant of Christ the
fecond Ada?ny Heb. ii. 6, 7, 8, 9, and his myftical
Members in him <ver. 6. Accordingly, Abraham

had the Promife% that hefbould be the Heir of the
and he had it through the Righteoufnefs of
World
the Righteoufnefs which Faith apprehends,
e.
Faith I
Rom. iv. 13. Now Abraham was a Type of Chrift,
;

and

the Father of the Faithful

who

are all bleffed as

he

9
Temporal

11

Benefits.

Promife was primarily to
by him wrought ;
(econdarih to his Members, thro' the fame Righteoufnefs apprehended by Faith.
This Promife of temporal Benefits, carries BeTherefore this

he was.

Christ, thro' the

R ighteoufnc fs

lievers Poffejfion of the (ame, as far as their

that

Kind doth

go, Philip.

\v.

19

:

Need

Of which

in

Need,

not they themfejves, but their Father is the lie
Judge Mattb. vi. 32. Accordingly, there are two
chief Branches of the Promife, namely, a Promife of
ProvifioH) and a Promife of Protection.
Firfi,

A

ceflfary for

Promife of Provijion of good Things neupon which they may confi;

f&J Life

dently truft

God

them, whatever Straits they're

for

any Time redue'd to. Pfal. xxxiv. 10 The
young Lions do lack, and fuffer Hunger: But they
that feek the Lord (loall not want any good Thing.
Their Meat and Drink are fecur'd for rhem in the
(Covenant: The which being percdv'd by Faith,
cannot mifs to give them a peculiar Relifh ; however mean their Fare be, as to Quantity or Quality.
Ifa. xxxiii. 16 Bread Jhali be given him, his IVater
at

Jhali

be fure.

feafted,

They

Pfal.

They

(hall be Jed,

xxxvii.

Verily

3

tho' they

thou jhali

be not
be fed.

have enough, they mall be fatisfied Joel
even Days of Famine fliall not mar
26.
ii.
Pfal. xxxvii. 19 In the Days
their
Satisfaction,
that
(hall

And

And as Sleep for
of Famine they Jhatt be fatisfied.
their Refreshment is neceflary too, the Promife bears
it alfo, Prov. iii. 24 Thou fhalt lie down, and thy
They need

;
and Pro30 If God fo clothe
the Grafs of the Field~+-Sball he not much mors

Sleep Jhali be fweet.
vision

is

made

clothe yoUy

O ye

as to

it,

Mat.

of little Faith

Clothing

vi.

? Having made them,

by Covenant, a new Grant of Life and

of a Body,

which

The Pro wife of

2.Z0
which

are

not refufe

more than Meat and Clothing, he will
them thefe leffer Things neceffary for the

Support of the greater, Ver. 25 Is not the Life
more than Meat, and the Body than Raiment?
Tims our fallen firft Parents, having believed and
embrac'd the Promife of Life, had, with the new
Grant of Life, Food and Raiment provided for them,
as is particularly taken notice of Gen. iii. 15, 18,
21.
BleJJing alfo on their Labours is promifed,

A

and

Succefs in their lawful Callings

and

Affairs,

Ifa.

21, 22, if. InaWordj the Covenant bears,
that God will with -hold no good ttbing from them
Ixv.

that live uprightly

Phi

Ixxxiv.

Secondly, There's alfo

from the

evil

11.

a

Promife of Protection,
Things that concern this Life, Pfal.

n

fhere fjjall no

Evil befal thee, ver.
For
he (hall give his Angels Charge over thee, to keep

xci.

10

c

Ways.

Together with the Bread and
by the Covenant for them to
the Munitions of Rocks are fecur'd to them

thee in all his

the Water, provided
live on,

for a Place of Defence,

them Ifa.

xxxiii.

1 6.

where they may fafely enjoy
The fame Lord who is a Sun

them
a Wall of Fire round
about them, to cherifh them, and to keep off, fcare,and
The Covefright away their Enemies, Zech. ii. 5.
to nouriih them, will be a Shield to protect
Pfal. Ixxxiv.

11.

He'll be

nant yields a broad Covert for the Safety of Believers,
Pfal. xci.

4 He

floall cover thee

with

his Feathers.

The

Covert of the Covenant is ftretcht out, orer
Over their Health, to preferve it,
their Bodies.

while

'tis

neceflary for

God's Honour and

their

own

7 Fear the Lord, and depart from
Ver. 8 Itfhall be Health to thy Navel, and
Evil.
Marrow to thy Bones. Over their Lives, as long
as God has any Service for them in this World 2

Good, Prov.

iii.

So,

*

:

Temporal Benefits
o,

in Sicknefs they are carefully feen to,

ibou

Pfal.

make all bis Bed in bis Sicknefs
healed, and they recovered Pfal. ciii.

wilt

^tfeafes

12, i

;

xli.

their
3,

4

'

Uid they are delivered from Enemies, that feek
Yea when Death rides in
heir Life, Pfal. xli. 2.
Triumph, having made Havock on ail Sides of
]:hem, as by Swerd or Peflilence, they're found fafc
ander the Covert of the Covenant, Pfal. xci. 6, 7.
This Covert is ftretcht over their Names, Credit,
and Reputation, Job v. 21 Thou {bait be hid from
the Scourge of tbe

Men

Tongue

:

Either the Tongues ot

not reach them ; or rhey (hall
Inot be able to make the Dirt to flick on them; or
'elfe it they fhall be permitted to make it flick for a
while, the Covert of the Covenant fhall wipe all off
at length, and their Right eo ufnefs fhall be brought
forth as the Light, ;and their Judgment as the
Noon-day, Pfal. xxxvii. 6.
It is ftretcht over their
Dwelling-places,
and
Pfal. xci. ic Neither
Houfes
(hall any Plague come nigh thy Dwelling.
It goes
virulent

lhall

;

making a Hedge about
have, Job i. 10.
Yea and there is a
to call over their Widows and Children,

round about

their Subflance,

lull that they

Lap of it,
when they

are dead and gone, Jer. xlix. 1 1 Leave
thy fatherlefs Children, I will preferve them alive,
and let thy Widows truft in me.

Thus far of the Promife of eternal Life, confidcred in the fecond Period, to wic, From Union with
Chrift,

until Death.

PERIOD

The Promife of

Z2Z

PERI CD
From Death,

IT nalremains

that

we

III.

thro' Eternity.

confider the Promife of eter-

it is accompIinYd to,
upon them, from their Death,

Life to the Eleft, as

and hath

its

Effect

And fo rhe great Lines
all along thro' Eternity.
of it are Two ; to wit, a Promife of Victory over
Death, and a Pramije of everlafting Life in Heaven.

And

thefe

Things

I (hall

touch more

briefly,

having

handled them at large elfewhere.

I.

The Promife

of Victory over Death.

The Promife of eternal Life comprehends a Promife of Victory over Death, to be confer'd on all
and every one of the fpiritual Seed, in the Encounwith that laft Enemy. Ifa. xxv. 8 He will fiwallow up Death in Victory, and the Lord God will
wipe away Shears from off all Faces. After the
wearifom March, and the reiterated Fights of Faith,
they have in their Paffage, thro' the Wildernefs of
this World ; the}/ have to pafs the Jordan of Death,
and to fight the laft Battle with that Enemy. But
the Victory is fecur'd on their Side, by Promife ; of
ter

which

there are

two

chief Branches, to wit, a

mife of difarmmg Death, and a Promife
ing it.

Pro-

oi defiroy-

Bfrft,

nj

Victory over Death.
There

Firfl,

is

a Promife ot

dtfarming Death to
fhall at no Race be

the dying Believer ; fo that it
able to reach him a ruinating Stroke.

O Death,

I will be thy Plagues

ithc Sting quite away,

,Hof

xiiu

14

namely, by taking
Cor. xv. 55.
When Sin

1

\

World, Death tollow'd ; and Sin furniuYd Death with an envenomed Sting, wherewith
to kill the Sinner, both Soul and Body at once: The

-entered the

its Curfe, nYd this Sting in Death's
having firft fo pointed it, that it could not
But Chrift, the fecond
mifs of doing Execution.
Adam, having undertaken to bear the Curfe, and
to die in the Room and Stead of his People \ there

holy

Law, with

Hand

;

was thereupon made a Promife of difarming Death
them : Since the Surety fuffering the Fains of
Death armed with its Sting, the Principal behov'd

to

,

to

be liberate from fuffering the fame over again.

And

thus the Covenant fecures Believers from Death's

Harm. Yea it fo alters the Nature thereof, that it
makes it a quite new Thing to them, from what it
was originally. Hence Death is found in the Inventory of the Saints Treafu re, 1 Or. iii. 22 Whether Life, or Death, or things prefent, or ^things
to

come

;

all

are Tours.

Not

the Covenant, but Death

only

is

Life theirs by

by the fame
Tenor. And indeed as it is new -framed by the
Covenant, it is of excellent Ufe to them, bringing
them unto a State of Perfection, and everlaiting
is

theirs too

Reft Heb. xii. 23. Rev. xiv. 13.
This Promife is grafted upon

the Promife of
ViBory made to Chrift; as appears from the forecited
He encountered Death armed with its
Ifa. xxv. 8.
Sting, on Purpofe to difarm it to his People : He
received the Sting thereof into his own Soul and

Body, that they might be delivered from

it.

Where-.
fore

The Promife of

224
fore the

Promife of Viftwy over Death,

fecures the difarming of

it

to them.

made

to

And

as

him

3

the'

Promife makes them fafe, in the Encounter witji
that lait Enemy ; fo the lively Faith of it may deliver from Fear in the Cafe.
Secondly, There is a Promife of defiroying Death
to the dead Believer, by a glorious Refurreffion at
grave, I will be thyDethe laft Day, Hof xiii. 14

When

ftruclion.

Sin, then

came

to keep fad

Judgment

:

the Gafe of

Death

entered into the

the Grave, as Death's

his Prifoners, for

And
all

him,

till

World by
Attendant,
the general

thus the Grave ferves Death, in
die in a State of Enmity with

who

God. But Chrift, the fecond'Adam, having in the
fecond Covenant engag'd, to go, in the Room and
Stead of his People, Deaths Prifoner, into the
Grave; and there to ly till their Debt fhould befully paid : There was made thereupon, a Promife of*
.glorious RefurreBion to his Members; whereby
they fhall be put out of the Reach of Death for good
and all, at the laft Day For, tfhen floall be brought
to pafs the Saying that is written, Death is fw allowed up in Viclory, 1 Cor. xv. > 4 ; and then lliall they

a

:

triumphantly ling, O Death, where is thy Sting ?.
And
Grave, where is thy Viclory} Ver. 55.
thus the Covenant fecures the forming anew of their
diffolved Bodies, the Return of their departed Souls

O

Into them, and their coming forth of their Graves
In the Faith
glorious, immortal, and incorruptible.

of which, the Saints may with Comfort confidec
the Grave, as but a retiring- place, from whence after a while they fhall come forth with unfpeakablc
Joy.

ThisPromife
furrsclion

made

is

grafted upon thzPromife of a

Re-

to Chrift, Ifa. xxvi. 19 SThy dead

Men

Everlafiing Life in Heaven. 215
Men jball live, together with my dead Body Jhall
The Promtfe of a

they arife.
to him,

as

Refurreftion being made
it muft take place ala publick Perfon
,*

Members, whofe

fo in his myftical

Head he

federal

Hence the Pjalmifl fays, his Tlefio JJoould reft
was.
in Hope, namely in the Grave, in hope of a glorious
Refurrection, becaufe the holy one Jcfus was not
fee Corruption, Pfal. xvi 9, 10. with ABs xiii. 35

U

Ch rift's

thereby teaching, that

Refuyreciion would

enfure his glorious P^efurretfion, as a

myftical Body by

Member of the

And

indeed there is fuch
Chrift's
Refurre&ion
between
Connexion,
and the
a
happy Refurre&ion of the Saints, that they ftand and
fall together, 1 Cor. xv. 1 6 For if the Dead rife not,
then

II.

Faith.

is not Chrifi raifed.

The Promtfe

of Everla fling

Li*e

in

Heaven.
The Promife

o£

eternal

Life doth, in

the laft

comprehend a Promife of everlafting Life iii
Heaven, to be conferM on all and every one of the
fpiritual Seed, after Death. Dan. xii. 2 And many
of them that fleep in the Daft of the Earth Jhall a~
wake, fome to everlasting Life
This was more

Place,

Old Teftamenc, than
10: Yet was k, even
then, fo clearly revealed, that all the holy Patriarchs
liv'd and died in the Faith ot it, Heb. xi, 13
16*
The Fathers before Abraham faw it in the Promife
of the Seed of the Woman, which was to hruife the

Iparingly revealed under the

under the

New

2 Tim.

i.

—

Serpent's

Head

:

And

from Abraham, they faw it
But now by the Gofpel

in the Promife of Canaan.
this

Life and Immortality are

P

fct

in a

full

Light.

By

The Promife of

Zl6
By

the Breach of the

firft

Covenant, that Life was

forfeited, the heavenly Paradife loft to

Mankind

all

out of the earthly Paradtfe.

having,

fecond

in the

Adam and

lokcn whereof he was

In

:

turn'd^

Adam

But the fecond

Covenant, undertaken, the

Redemption of the forfeited Inheritance ; there, was
a new Promife of it made in Favour of his Seed :
And they are inverted with an indefeafible Right
thereto, in

the

Chrift by Faith

Moment of their Union with
howbeit they are not inftantly put

firft
;

And when

in PoJJejfion thereof.

the Pojjeffion,

it is

not given them

they do
all at

come

to

once, but at

two different Periods, in different Meafures $ according to the two chief Branches of the Promife thereof, namely, a Promife of tranfportfhg their Souls into Heaveft at Death, and a Promife of tranfporting
i

them Soul and Body
Firft,

There

is

thither at the laft

Day.

'

a Promife of tranfporting

their

Souls feparate from their Bodies, into

Heaven, there
And 'tis
to behold and enjoy the Face of God.
accomplifht to them immediately after their Death.
It was moll plainly declared and applied, by our
Saviour, to the penitent tfbief, on the Crofs, Luke
xxiii. 43 2o Dayjhalt thou be with me in Paradife.
But it was in the Faith of it, that the Covenant

was

to

David

;

even in the Face of Death,

his

all

Salvation, and all his Dejire 2 Sam. xxiii. 5. and
that Paul had a Dejire to depart, knowing that he
was to be with Chrift upon his Departure, Philip.
i.

23.

And

'tis

in the Faith of the fame, that the

whole Church militant doth Groan
to be

earneftly, defiring

clothed upon with the Houfe

'Heaven, that

is,

which

is

from

the heavenly Glory, 2 Cor. v.

2.

Covenant, did, upon
that
of
Covenant,
fall to their Lot, as
the breaking
Indeed the

Curfe of the

firft

well

.

Evcrlafting Life in Heaven. 2 2,7
Aud that Curfg
well as to the Reft of Mankind
:

would

them afunder%

natively have iffued, in cutting

is Covenant-breakers, and appointing them their
Portion with the Hypocrites; but that, being executed to the full on Chrift their Head, to the part*
ing afunder of his holy Soul and Body, it can opeWherefore, howbdt others
rate no more on them.

and
Torment, the oiher
Yet they do not Jo die.
to theGrave,til! the laftDay
Being redeemed from the Curfe Gal iii. 13, (hey
But thy
Jh'all never fee fuch Death John viii. 51.
die, in Conformity to Chrift their Head
ht^ng
predeftinate to be conformed to his Image;'(Ro'm.
viii. 29) who is the Firft born from the cmd CoL
i. 18,
and the Firft-fruits of them that fieep, which
every Man is to follow in his own Order 1 Coi. xvv
20, 23 : That, as in the Cafe of tlv. Head, fo in the
Cafe of the Members, as Death came on by Sin, Sin
may go off by Death. In Virtue of th. ii Comiauni~
on with Chrift in his Death, the Uni n 'twixi their
Souls and mortal Bodies is diilolv'd
their Souls
difmift in Peace into the heaveniy Glory
rhere to
die in virtue oT the Curfe

Bodies i

feparacing their Souls

.

the one to the Place of
:

.

;

.

;

;

remain,

fuch

till

Time

as then Bodies, laid

in the Grave, come, in Virtue

of their

down

Communion

in his Kefurreclion, to_put on Incorrupt
and Immortality.
This Promife is grafted upon the Fronnfe of Ac-

with Chrift
tton

ceptance

made

when he

to Chrift,

Soul an -Offering

for Sin

:

Acceptance, dying on the
Spirit y or Soul, into the
xxiii.

46; and

be that very

wards the

told

Day

in

fhould uaak-' his

In Confidence

G ofs

Hands

of which:
he commended his

of his Bather

the penitent Thicl, he

Faradife, tho' then

Evening of

it

P %

Ver. 43.

it

Luke

was to
was to-

The Words n
which-

The Promije of

ZZ8

which he commended
David's
Spirit

;

his Soul to his Father, were

xxxi 5 Into thine
thereby intimating that
Pfal.

Hand

my
oL
Hands or

I commit

the Reception

the Souls of his dying People, into the
the Father, depends on the Reception of bis Soul
into them.
For his Soul was, in Virtue of the Co-

venant, fo received, as a publick Soul, reprefenting

the Souls of the whole Seed, whence

David fpeakmy Soul

ing of Christ, faith, Thou wilt not leave

Pfal. xvi. 10. with ABs \\. 31. wherefore
Promife ot receiving Chrift's Soul, was comprehended a Promife of receiving the Souls of all

in Hell

m the

his myflical

Members.
There

is a Promife ot tranfporcing them,
Soul and Body, into Heaven, there to be ever with

Secondly,

accomplihYd unto them
2 And many of them
that fleep in the Dtift of the Earth (hall awake, fome
to everlafting Life, and fome to Shame and everlaftthe-Lord

at

;

the lad

which
Day,

ing Contempt.

is

to be

Dan.

Ver.

3

xii.

And

they that be wife, (hall

(bine as the Brightnefs of the Firmament, and they
that turn many to Righteoufnefs (or rather, they

that do right eoufly, of the many) as the Stars for ever
and ever. Whereas the many mentioned Ver 2,

and comprehending all, are there divided into two
Sorts, in Refped of their future State in the Event
ot the Refurreffion : The happy Parr, being the
firft Sort of them, is defign'd Ver. 3, from their
prefent State in this Life, the Wife and they that
do righteoufly ; that is, in New Teilament Language,
the Righteous Mat. xiii. 43, and they that have
done Good John v. 29 ; in Oppofition to the Foolt/b,

and they that have done Evil

Thofe having come

forth, unto the Refurreftion of Life John. v. 29,
{h&Wjlmie as the Brightnefs of the Firmament, and

as

Ever lafling

Life in Heaven.
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as the Stars for ever and ever : Yea they fliali Jhins
forth as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father-

V Mat.

43. This

xiii.

the higruft Pinnacle of the

is

in their whole Man^
;
have the whole of eternal Life in its Perfection*
Man had a conditional Promifc hereof, in the Covenant of Works But the Condition being broken,

Saints

Hopes

wherein they,

fhall

:

the

Benefit

were

promisM

againft

fruit

was loft ;
and all

Adam

Heaven's Gates
his natural

Seed.

Hovvb.it, Chiift the fecond Adam, having undertaken to fulfil the Condition of the fecond Covenant,

which was dated horn an exact Confideration of
the Demands, that the broken fuft Covenant had

There was a new Promtfe of
Favour; and it, abfolute. And

on

his fpiritual Seed:

it,

made

in their

to his fulfilling of that Condition, both the making
and performing of this Promife, are owing allenarly.
None other's Works butto, could ever have avail'd
to reduce the Forfeiture, and purchafe a new Right
And Ms Works do it fo effectually, that they fecure
the putting all his Seed in aftml PoffeJJion of the

purchafea Inheritance

;

fo that they

(iiall

reign in

Life by one, Jefus Chrift Rom. v. 1 7.
This is the Promife of the Covenant, which
the

laft

of

mation of

all in
all

performing

•>

as being the

is

Confum-

the Reft, not to be accomplifht until

God be finifhed. " The Old Teftament Saints died in the Faith of it; and it is noc
as yet performed to them: Nay, the New Teftament Saints have died, and ftill mufl die, in the
Faith of it ; not having it perform'd to them nei-

the Myfteryof

be at once accomplifht to the whole Seed
End of the World. Thus, this
Promife remains to be an unfeen Object of Faith, to

ther,

till it

together, at the

the Church militant

;

and

P

3

to the

Church triumphant
too,

2,

The Promife

jo

too, whofe

Pfal. xvi. p.

mud

of,6cc.

Hope
reft
But, becaufe the term

Fkfh

in

till

that

Day

prefixt for per-

forming thereof, is, in the depth of Sovereign Wifdom, tor Reafons becoming the Divine Perfections,
fet at fuch'a Diflance; there have been fome fignal
Pledges given of it, to confirm the Churches Faith
Such was the Tranflating of Enoch,
in tne Cafe.
Soul and Body, into Heaven, in the patriarchal Period

;

Eli as, in the

Time of the Law and our
Time of the Go/pel.
;

Blcflcd Saviour, in the

upon the Promife of a
by which was
;
fecur'd to him his Afcenfion, in Soul and Body, into Heaven, and entring into his Glory, Luke xxiv.
16 Ought not Chrift to have fuffered thefe things,
and to~enter into his Glory ? Both thefe were neceffary in Refpect of the Covenant : His Suffering was
necefiary, in Rcfpecl: of the Condition thereof, which
behov'd to be fulhYd by him ; and his entring into
his Glory was neceflary, in Refpect of the Promife
thereof, which behov'd to be fulhYd unto him. Now
This Promife

is

glorious Exaltation

grafted

made

to Chrift

Chrift afcended and entred into Glory, as a publick
Perfon, as a Fore-runner entring fsr us

And

therefore the

Promife, in

Heb.

vi.

20.

Virtue of which he

afcended and entred into it, comprehends the
cenfion and Glory of ail his myftical Members,

Af-

who

are therefore faid to fit together in heavenly Places,
in Chrift Jefus Eph. ii. 6.
And then^ and not till
then, will the Promife be

when

all

perfectly fulhYd

Members are
Head; when

the myftical

to him,

perfonally there,

with their
the whole Seed
from Death, fhall reign there, together with him, in Life, for evermore.

together

perfectly recovered
x

And

this fhall fuffice, to

have been faid here, of

the Promife of eternal Life, in the laft Period thereof-,
In-.

;

Inference /row

the Promife ofEternal

Life.

Thus we have opened the Promife of eternal
Life to the Elect, with the Effects thereof on them,
in its feveral Periods ; to wit, before their Union
with Chrift, and then from their Union with Chrift
and finally from their Death, through
Eternity
The whole fpringing out of the Promifes
peculiar to Chrift himfelf.
For as thefe lafl were
fulfilled, in preferring the Root of Jeffe, notwithuntil Death,
:

ftanding of the various Changes that Family did
undergo, in which it was often in hazard of Extinction
it,

as

and

;

until fuch

Time

as Chrift fprung out

a Root- out of a dry Ground,

liii.

2

:

And

then, in

carrying him thr§ugh, in his

Ifa.

xi.

and

carrying him up,

Work

of
10,

i,

notwitnftanding of the Load of imputed Sin that lay upon him,
and the Oppojition he met wich, from the Worlds
and the Powers ot Hell, engaged againft him Ifa,
xlix. 8.

and

1.

7,

g,

9

And

:

;

finally,

in

raifing

him from the Dead, taking him up into Heaven,
and glorifying him there for ever and ever, 1 *fwt.
Even fo the Promife of eternal Life to the
16.
iii.
Elect, included therein,

in preferring of

is fulfilled,

fuch Time as
And then, in
they are united to Chrift by Faith
carrying them up, and carrying them through, in
Favour and Communion with God, during the

them

in their

unconverted State,

till
:

whole Time of

their

Continuance

in

this

notwithstanding of all the Oppojition,
Devil, the World, and the Flefh : And
raffing

them up at

thelaft

Day, and

P 4

World

from the
laftly,

in

receiving them,

Soul

%yL

from

Inference

the

Soul and Body, into Heaven, there to be ever with
the Lord.

And now

from the whole of what hath been faid
we deduce the following Inference,
to wit, that All the Benefits of the Covenant of
Grace, beftow'd or to, beftow'd qn Sinners, are the
jure Mercies of David, Ifa. lv. 3.
This may be

cm that

Point,

taken up in thefe three Things following,
1. They're all of them Mercies, pure Mercies
without Rcfpect tp any iVorthnefs in the Receivers.

They

all

laft,

are Free-grace

Gifts

:

For the Covenant

a Covenant or Grace, from the

is to us,

Epb.

ii.

7.

*tbat in the

Ages

to

firft

to the

come he might

fbew the exceeding Riches of his Grace,

tn his

Kind-

nefs towards us, through Chnfl Jefus. Ver. 8 For by
Grace are ye faved, through Faith, and that not of

your /elves,

it is

much
when

of free

Grace

is,
;

as

after all their
is

receiving of

working, as

the quickning of them,

being dead in Sin, they

Work

The

the Gift of God.

E:liev:rs into Glory,

could do no good

Faith and their
Grace and their Glory, their temporal
and rheir eternal good ^things, all of them equally
of free Grace : For they are all fecured to them
in, and flow from, the Promife of the Covenant
made before the World began ; and are founded
on a Ground, which they had no Manner of Hand

Works,

at

all.

They have

their

their

in the laying of.
2. They all are the Mercies, of David, that is,
ofpfus Chrifl the Son of David. His Obedience
and Death are the alone Channel, wherein the free
Grace of the Covenant runs, bringing along with
ic all thefe

Mercies, Eph.

ii.

7.

'Tis to the Holi-

Righteoufnefs of his Life,
and the Satisfaction made by his Death, they arc
nefs of his Nature, the

a8

Promt fe
owing

all

in us,

of

Eternal Life.
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For upon thefe alone, and upon nothing
whether before or arcer Converiion, is the
:

Our believing
Promtfe of eternal Life founded.
through Grace, while others continue in Unbelief;
OLr ieeing God m Glory, while others are caft into
outer Darknefs; the Bread we eat, and the Water
we drink, in this Life, together with the hidden
Manna we mall eat of, and the Rivers of Pie afur es
we fhall drink of, in Heaven are all equally the
Purchafe of our Redeemer's Blood.
Laftly, They are all of them y#r* Mercies. What
of them the Saints have already got, they could not
;

have miffed of:

And what

as yet received,

is

2 Sam.

xxiii.

5.

confirmed bun
1

Chron.

if

them they have not
they had

David perceived

it

in

Hand,

that the Lord bad

King over Jjrael and that upon this
bis Kingdom was lift up on high,
2. Now Saul's Kingdom was lift up
And yet he loft it. But David had
;

Ground, For
xiv.

on high too

of

as fure as

:

Kingdom

by the Covenant

Saul, not fo :
;
Promije begin to be
accompiihYd, rightly concluded, that it would hold
on till it was fuily performed ; notwithstanding that
the latter fell from his Excellency.
Uncovenanted

his

Hence

the former, feeing the

Mercies are tottering Mercies
but the CovenantMercies are fure. The former may flow plentifully
for a while, and yet at length be -quite dried up
for ever
But the Spring of the latter, being once
opened, will flow for evermore, without Interruption.
The Promife is infallibly fure, and cannot
mifcarry
'Tisfure, from the Nature of God, who
made it even from his infallible truth, and from hi*
;

:

:

-,

Juftice too in refped of Chrift

Thus

far

2 tbeff. I

<5,

7.

of the fecond Part of the Covenant,

namely, the fromijfory Part.
.

N$
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No

Penalty

proper

of the Cove-

nant of Grace.

A
nant,

Penalty

no

is

effential Part

of a proper Cove-

'lis but accidental only, arifing

from

not

the Nature of a Covenant ; but from the Nature of
tbz Covenanters, who being fallible, may break,
cither the Condition,

or the Promife : In which Cafe
annexed, to fecure the Performance of
the Condition, on the one Side, and of the Promife,
on the other. Wherefore, fince the Party contr -?-

a Penalty

is

ing on Man's Side, on

whom

it

lay to perform

Condition of this Covenant, was

infallible-,

iom

the Party contracting on Heaven's Side^
it

lay to perform

Place at

all for

the Promife

of.

it

:

1

a Penalty thereof, properly

the

was

as
:

.

h

•

a$

no

called

;

as there was none in the firft Covenant, but upon
In the fecond Covenant the Father and
one Side.
the Son abfolutely trufted, each the other : Lp^n
the Credit of the Son, the Father received aH the
Old Teftament Saints into Heaven, before the Price

of their Redemption was paid; and upon the Credit
of the Father, the Son, near Seventeen hundred
Years ago, paid the full Price of the Redemption of
the Elect, while vaft Multitudes of them were not
as yet born into the World, and many of them are

not even to

this

Day.

'lis true, the Parties contracted for are fallible :
But then the performing of the Condition of this Co-

venant, as fuch, doth in no Cafe ly upon them ;
Chriit having taken it entirely on himfelf, and acWhile they concordingly performed it already.
tinue in their natural State, without Chrift, they
are personally in the Covenant of Works, not in the

Covenant of Grace.

And

being once become Believers

JSfo

proper Tenalty, &c.

2^5

lievers in Chrift, the Promife of the Covenant of
Grace (lands always entire to them, notwithftanding

and muft needs ftand To, in
Covenant already performed, and judicially fuftained as perormed. by

of

all their

Failures

;

virtue ot the Condition of the

Jefus Chrift,

for

And

them.

in refpect of their

tho' they are fallible

Attions, as long as they are in

World yet from the Moment of their Union
with Chrift by Faith, they are not fallible in rcThey can no more fall out of
Ipect of their State
their State of Grace, than the Saints in Heaven can.
Hence, even in their Cafe there is no Place for the
Curfe, or eternal Wrath, the only Penalty by which
they mould lofe their Right to the Promife of the
Covenant. They are indeed liable to God'sfatherfy
But forafAnger and Chaftifements for their Sins
there
no
by
thefe
is
Intercifion of their
much as,
Right to the Promife and that they are not vhh
dicJive, but medicinal: They cannot be accounted
a proper Penalty of the Covenant of Grace, however they may be improperly fo called ; but do really
belong to the promijfory Part, and Adminiftration,
of the Covenant. Pfal. Ixxxix. 30, 31, 32, 33, 34.
Ifa. xxvii. 9. Heb. xii. 5, 6, 7. Where the Condition of a Covenant is fully perform'd, and legally

this

;

:

:

;

fuftain'd as fuch in favour of the

receive

the

Benefit promifed

;

it

Party,
is

who

is

to

evident, there

can be no more Place for a proper Penalty of the
Covenant, on that Side : And fo it is here, in the
Cafe of Believers.
And thus we have difpatched the Sflbird Head,
namely, Sfbe Parts of the Covenant.

HEAD

1$6

HEAD

IV.

Administration

The

of the

Covenant of Grace.

T

remains

now

to confider

the

miniftration of the Covenant.

AdAnd,

(ince the Salvation of Sinners

entirely

depend on

this

doth
Covenant ;

and that all the Difpenfations of
God toward them, tor carrying on
and compleating that gracious Deugn, are regulated
according to it
and tince withal it is in itfelf a
;

Compaft entred into betwixt the Father and the Son, before the World began : Ic is altogether necefTary, that there be an
deepefl Secret, being a

whereby it may be rendered
which it was made. And
hereof we'll have a View, by considering (i) The
Party on whom the Administration of the Covenant
Adminiflration of

effectual,

is

to the

devolved

($)

;

it,

End

for

(2) The Objeft of the Adminiflration;
of it ; and (4) The Nature of it.

The Ends

Of all

which, in Order.
I.

Chrijt

*37
Chrift the

I.

Administrator

of the

Covendnt.

CH
SUand

is the Nature of the Thing, the Weight
Importance of this Adminiftration, that
none who was not fit to be a ?any~contrafler in the
Covenant, could be meet to be entrufled therewith.
Wherefore, the Adminiftration of the Covenant, was
devolved upon no mere Man nor Angel, but on the
Lordjefus Chrift the fecond Adam : And he hath
it, by the Covenant itfelf, as a Reward oi his Work.

It

was

therein

ticularly,

made

over to

by the Promife of

him by Promife
a glorious

;

par-

Exaltation,

to be the Father's honorary Servant, prime Miuiiler
of Heaven, mentioned before, and new to be more
fully

the

and

loft

It was for this Caufe
a quichnng Spirit, as faith

diftinctly unfolded.

Adam was made

the Text i Cor. xv. 45, with which
pare the Promife
Ifa. xlix.

we

fhall

com-

8 / will—give thee for a Covenant of

the People.

Thefe are the Father's

Adam,

the- great

Words

to Chrift the fecond
to make

Surety-fervant, chofen

Reparation ot the Injury done to the Honour of
God by the fpiritual Ifrael ver. 3 ; the Light of the
Gentiles ver. 6, which is none other but he Luke
the
ii.
32. Acls xiii. 47; whofe appearing in
World made the acceptable Time, the Day of Salvation, as in the precceding Part of this Sth Verfe,
compared with 2 Cor. vi. 2. And they are a Pro-

mife

made

to

fulfilling the

him, of a

Reward

of his

Work

in

Condition of the Covenant by his Obedience

;

1$8

Chrift the Adminijirator

dience and Death.

For they

are immediately

joined to the Promife of Affiftance therein :
preferve thee (namely, in the Cburfe of thy

fub-

I will
Obe-

and dying, fo that thou mall not be
fwallowed
up of Death, but fwim through
utterly
thefe deepeft Waters, fafe alhore) and give thee for
a Covenant of the People; or (imply, of Peopte.
Not, that Chrift was never given for a Covenant of
the People, till he rofe from the Dead ; nay, he was
fo given immediately after the Fall Gen. iii. i j :
But, that it was always upon the View, and in Confide ration, of his Obedience and Death, he was fo
and that he was at his Refurre&ion and
given
Afcenfion folemnly invefted with that Office.
Thisgm//£,according to theScripture-phrafeology,
imports a Divine Conftitution or Settlement. So it
is (aid ver. 6 I will give thee for a Light to the
Gentiles, that thou may be my Salvation, unto the
ft
End of the Earth, i. e. I will conftitute or fet thee
for a Light : Even as God fet (Heb. gave) the Sun
dience, doing

,•

and Moon in the Firmament-of the Heaven, to give
Light upon the Earth Gen, I 1 7. Thus the People
making or appointing a Captain, are fa id to give a
Head or Captain^ Numb. xiv. 4. Neh. ix. 17.
Wherefore, to give Chrift for a Covenant of the
People, is to conftitute or make him the Covenant
whereby the People, any People, "Jews or Gentiles,
may becorne God's People, and receive all the BeThis then
nefits of that Covenant- relation to God.
fpeaks Jefus Chrift to be the Ordinance of God for
the Reconciliation of Sinners to God, and their partaking of all the Benefits of the Covenant
Even as
the Sun is the Ordinance of Heaven for Light to the
World, unto whofe Light all have free Accefs ; tho'
ia the mean Time it doth not enlighten the Blind,
nor
:

of the Covenant.

1^9

.

hor thefc who will needs live in Darknefs becaofe
This Honour was fecur'd to
they hate the Light.
him, in the promiffory Part of the Covenant, in
Confideration of his

fulfilling

the conditionary

Part

thereof.

Now,

that (Thrift

made

conftitute or

Things.

He
As he

(i)

is

by the Authority of Heaven,

the Covenant, imports thefe
is

two

conftitute Adminiftrator of the

had the Burden of pur'chafing the
Covenant
promifed Benefits, fo he hath the Honour of d>ftri~
This Meanhuttng and conferring them on Sinners.
ing or the Phrafe appears from the following Words,
:

End

To eftabhfb
Herit ages $
ver. 9 That thou mayftJay to the Prifonersy Go forth.
See Chap. xlii. 6, 7.
(2) The whole of the Covenant is in him : So that he that hath Chrift, 'hath
the Covenant, the whole of the Covenant ; he thac
hath not Chrift, hath no faving Part nor Lot in it.
This is the native Import of this unufual Phrafe, occurring only here and Chap. xlii. 6 and is confirmed by the following Words, to eftablip the
declaring the

of this Conftitution

,•

the Earthy to caufe to inherit the defolate

•

Earth.

A

the

Covenant was broken, the Foundations of

firft

Covenant

is

an eftabhjhing Thing.

the Earth were, fo to fpeak, loofenedy that

it

When
could

was given for a O<venant, to eftablijh it again
He bore up the Pillars
thereof, in virtue of the new Covenant in himfeif.
And if his Adminiflration of the Covenant were
once at an End on the Earth, the Earth will ftand

no more (land firm,

until Chrift
:

but be reduced to Afhes. The Saying
concerning the Sacremental Cup, This Cup is the
New Teftament in my Blood 1 Cor. xi. 25, is feme-,
what a-kin to the Expreffion in the Text, and ferves
to confirm the Senfe given of it. For it furely bears

110 longer,

(0 Thac
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Chrift the Adminiftrator

(1) That the facramenral Cup is the Minifttation of
the New Teftaraent to believing Receivers; fo that
receiving the
too.

Blood

one in Faith, they receive the other

That

(2)

the

fo that their

;

the Teftament,

of Chrifi

1

Now

by

is

Cor.

x.

New

Teftament

Communion
their

is

in Chrift's

of the Benefits of

Communion of the Blood

16.

From

thefe Texts compared it appears,
Adminiftration of the Covenant of Grace,
is devolved on Jefus Chrift the fecond Adam, for
that End made a quickning Sprit, having the whole

Thai

the

of the Covenant in him.
This Conftitution, lodging the Adminiftration of
the Covenant in the Perion of the Mediator Chrift
Jefus, is at once fuited to the Glory of God, the
Cafe of Sinners, and the Honour of Chrift himfeif.

Firft, 'Tis fuited to the Glory of

God

the offended

the Face of Jefus the Adminiftrator,
fhincs forth the Glory of the God of the Covenant

Party.

2 Cor.

//;

iv.

6.

His

fpotlefs Holinefs,

and tremendous

Juftice, appear there ; together with his matchlefs
Love, freeft Grace, and tendered Mercy. God is

in Chrift, reconciling

the

the Safety of his Glory

;

World

to

himfelf ; with

giving forth his Peace

and

without any Merit of the Receivers,
and yet not without funicient SatisfaBion to his
Juftice, and Compenfation of his injured Honour;
as from a Throne of Grace, ftablifhed upon Juftice
Pardons,

fatisfied

freely,

and Judgment

fully execute, the firm Bafes

thereof.

Secondly, 'Tis fuited to the Cafe of Sinners the

In Chrift the Adminiftrator of the
have to do with a God, whofc
Rays of Majefty, that the Guilty are not able to

offending Party.

Covenant, they

be-

of the Covenant.
behold, are vail'd with the
trtantty.

An

Robe of

241

a fpotlefs

inviting Sweetnefs appears

iri

the

HuFace

of the Adminiftrator/tf// of Grace and Vtruth John
fo dear
i. 14. In him they may fee their Salvation

God that made them, that he himfelf would
their Nature, to eftablifh by his own Blood,
on
put
Covenant
of Peace between Heaven and them.
a
He is true Man, of the fame Family of Adam with
themfelves ; unto whom therefore they may conto the

fidently

draw

near, joining themfelves to

him as

the

Head of the Covenant And withal, he is the true
God undoubtedly able to make the Covenant ef:

,

fectual for
their

their Salvation, notwithftanding of all

Unworthinefs.

Thirdly, It

fuited to the

is

the Peace- maker,

who

hath

Honour of Chrifi
it

as the

himfelf,

Reward

of

his'

Work.

Jofepb, being fold for a Bond-fer<v ant, behav'd
himfelf with all Meeknefs, Patience, and Farthfulnefs
in that low Character ; the which was afterwards,
by all-ruling Providence, abundantly rewarded with
Honour, rn his being advanced to be the prime Mi-

Kingdom

of Egypt, having the Adtriiwhole Kingdom committed to him,
Pfal. cv. 1 7- -22. Herein he was a Type of Chrift.
The Lord Jefus did voluntarily fnbmit himfeit to
the roweft Step of Reproach and Difgrace, taking
upon him the Form of a Bond-fervant, and humbling
himfelf in that Form, even tmto the Death of ib&
and that, to perform the Condition 6f the
Crofs
Covenant, for the Glory of God and the Salvation*
nifter of the

niftration of the

;

And

therefore he was exalted to the
Honour, being advanced to the
prime
mi ft ry of Heaven, having the Admin-ififation or the Covenant put into his Hand, mring over
all under his Father ; whereby is given him a Narut

of his People

:

higheft Pinnacle of

M

Q

®hi&

Chrifi the AdmimjlratQr, &c,
which is above every Name, whether of Men

24^

or
Angels, all things being put under his Feet. Philip,
In refped hereof,
ii. 7, 8, £. Eph. i. 20, 21, 22, 23.
he is often called the Father's Servant, namely, his
honorary Servant : And his Honour in that Cha-

promifed to be made very great, Jfa.
13, 14, 15. Zech. in. S. with vi.

racter, is often
xlix.

6.

and

Hi.

12, 13.

And forafmuch as the Everlafting Covenant, will
continue to be the Ground and Rule of God's Difpenfations, towards his People tor evermore ; by
the Conftitution lodging the Administration of the
Covenant
that

in

the Perfon of Chrift

Honour and Dignity

for ever

O

;

he

is

and
God

to

enjoy

For

ever.

unto the Son he faith, thy throne
is for ever
and ever Heb. i. 8. Even of his Kingdom which is

given him, that

is,

his

The Time comes
Kingdom

the

him

to

at the laft

Kingdom and
End Luke 32, 33.

mediatory

Adminiftration, there (hall he no

i.

indeed, wherein he will deliver up

God even the Father prefenting to
Day, the whole Church, and every
;

Member

thereof, brought, by his Adminiftration,
according to his Commiflion, into a State of PerAnd then cometh the End 1 Cor. xv. 24.
fection.
Namely, the End of the World, but not the End
of his Adminiftration ; For being conflitute Adminiftrator of the Covenant, there was given him Dominion and Glory, and a Kingdom ; and his Dotni*
nion is an everlafting Dominion, which [ball not pafs

away (as
Kingdom

the World fhall 1 Cor. vii. 31) and his
that which fhall not be deftroyed (as all

the tour Monarchies have been) Dan. vii. 14.
And thus we have feen Christ to be the Party,

on

whom

the Adminiftration of the

is

de-

II.

Sin-

Covenant

volv'd.

It.

Sinners of Mankind, the Object of the
Admintftration of the Covenant.

The ObjeB
nant,

is,

of the

Sinners of

any

of

all

indefinitely

:

CoveThat is

impowcred by Commiflion from his
the Covenant of Grace to
Mankind, the Sinners of the Family of

to fay, Chriffi

Father, to

Adminifiration of the

Mankind

is

adm in iftt ate

He is authcrized to rewithout Exception
ceive them into the Covenant, and to confer on ^rum

Adam

:

the Benefits thereof, to their eternal Salvation ;
according to the fettled Order of the Covenant.
The Election of particular Perfons is a Secret, not to
be difcovered in the Adminiftration of the Coveall

nant, according to the cftablifiit Order thereof, tilf
£uch Time as the Sinner have received the Cove-

And the Ex-nant, by coming perfonally into ir.
is not founded on EleBton 1

tent of the Adminiftration,

but on the Sufficiency of ChrifYs Obedience and
Neither is it reguDeath, for the Salvation of all
but by the Fulnefs of Pozver in
lated thereby
Heaven and Earth given to Jefus Chrift, as a Reward of his becoming obedient even unto Death.
:

;

For confirming of this Truth, let the lollowing
Things be confide red.
Firft 9 The Grant which the Father harh made of
Chrift crucified, as his Ordinance for the Salvation
In the Cafe of rhe
of loft Sinners of Mankind.
Israelites in the Wildbfncfs, bitten by fiery Serpents,

God

inftituted an Ordinance far their Cure, nameand made
Brazen
Serpent lifted up on a Vole
ly a
it
for that
wbofoever
Grant
to
would
ufe
thereof
a
No Body whofoever that
Purpofe, by looking to it.
needed Healing was excepted The Grant was ccn;

:

Q_

%

ceiv.d

%

Sinners of Mankind, the

244

ceived in the mofl

ample Terms, Num.

JhaU come to pafs, that every one that
when he looketb upon it, JhaU live. So

8 It

xxi.

bitten-'

is

all

Man-

kind being bitten by the old Serpent, the Devil, and
Sin, as his deadly Poifon, left in them ; God hath
appointed Jesus Christ the Ordinance of Heaven

There is a Word of Divine Appointment, paifed upon a crucified Cbrift, making
and contouring him the Ordinance of God for Sal-

for their Salvation.

vation of Sinners

him

:

And God

hath made a Grant of
Adam's loft Race,

as fuch, to whofoever of

make

him for that Purpofe, by believing
which Grant, none of the World of
Mankind is excepted. All this is clear from John
iii. 14, 15, 16, And as Mofes lifted up the Serpent
in the iVildernefs, even [0 muft the Son of Man be
lifted up SLhat whosoever beiieveth in him,
For God Jo
(hould not periJJj, but have eternal Life.

will

on him

;

ufe of

in the

:

loved the
Son, that
perijh, but

World,

that he

whosoever

gave

his only

begotten

beiieveth in him, fhould not

have Everlafting Life. Now the AdmiCovenant being fettled in Purfuance

niftration of the

of this Grant, therein made for a Reward of the
Mediator's Obedience ; the Object of the former,
can be no lefs extenfive, than that of the latter.
Secondly,

The Mediator's

Commijfion for the

Ad-

moil ample Terms;
ample Powers, wi h

rniniftration, is conceived in the

and he

is

clothed

with

mod

Relation to that Bufinefs. It carries his adminijiring
the Covenant, not only to the Meek, the Poor, the

Broken-hearted
Prifoners,

;

but to the Captives, Blind, Bniifed,

Bond-men and Broken-men, who have

fold their Inheritance and themfelves, ar-d can have
no Hope of Relief but by a Jubile, Luke iv. 18,

ip, with

Ifa.

Ixi.

1,

2.

What

Sort of Sinners of

Man-

Otjeff of the Covenant*
Mankind C3n one imagine,

that will not

245

under
f^me of thefe Denominations ? Chrift is indeed given
for a Covenant of People ; not of this or that .People,
All Power is given him
but of People indefinitely.
So
in Heaven and, in Earth, Matth. xxviii. 18
there are none on Earth excepted from his admimHe is impower'd to
ftring the Covenant to them.
fave the guilty law-condemn'd World\ by admiFor God fent not his Son into
mftring it to them
the World to condemn the World; hut that the
World through him might he faved John iii. 17.
Forafmuch as he is the Ordinance of God for taking
away the Sin of the World Chap. i. 29; tho' many
to whom he offers the Covenant, do refufe it, and
fo are not faved eventually.
Accordingly, from this
Fulnefs of Power, he iffues forth the general Offer of
the Gofpel; wherein all without Exception are declared YVelcome, to come and fuck of the full Breads
of the Divine Confolations, in the Covenant, Matth.
xT. 27 All things are delivered unto me of my Father.
fall in

:

:

ver. 28 Come unto me all ye that labour, and are
heavy laden, and I will give you Reft* Chap, xxviii,
18 All Power is given unto me in Heaven and in

Earth,
tions.

ver.

19 Go ye therefore and teach all

Mark

xvi.

15 Preach

the Gofpel to

Na-

every

Creature.

thirdly , He executes his Com million in an unhampered Manner, adminifiring the Covenant to
any Sinner of Mankind, Prov. v'ni. 4 Unto you, O
Men, / call, and my Voice is to the Sons of en.
The Object of his Adminiftration, is not this or
that Party of Mankind, under this or the oth.r De-

M

but Men, any Men, Sons of Men inSo the Gofpel, in which he adminiflers
the Covenant, is go$d fadings to all People Luke

nomination

;

definitely.

Q.3

".

:

1^6

Sinners of

Mankind,

the

10, a Feafi made unto all People Ifa. xxv. 6;
tho' many not relijbing the Tidings, never tafie of
Accordingly, he commifliqnate his
the *Fcaft.
Apoftks tor that ErTed, in Terms than which none

ii.

^

can imagine more exteniive, Mark xvi. j j (70
*ftf0
ail rfo World, tf//d pr^^c^ the Gofpel to every

Creature.

The Jews

$to

called

the

Creature,

as being God's Creature by Way of Eminency
So
by every Creature is meant every Man, There are
in the World, fome ikto who, by Reafbn of their
monftrous Wickednefs are like Devils ; there are
o-her Men, who by Reafon of their Savagenefs,
jfeem to differ but little from Brutes
But our Lord
faith here in EficJ, " Be what they will, if ye can
:

i

:

s<

know them to be Men,

ask no Queftions about
Head, what Sort of Men they
€€
are \ Being Men, preach the Gofpel to them,
" offer them the Covenant; and it they receive it,
ec
give them the Seals thereof: My Father made

but

" them, on

« them,

this

I'll

Fourthly,

fave them."
it

we

enquire,

Who

they are to

Chrift (lands related as a Saviour?

whom

Or, whofe Saviour

We

find, that
he is, according to the Scripture ?
confidered as an aBual Saviour, faving actually and
eventually, he is indeed only the Saviour of the Body

Eph.
1

But ccniidered

v. 23.

Saviour by

John

iv.

Office,

14.

he

John

is
iv.

as

an

official

Saviour, a

the Saviour of the World
42. Thus one having a Com-

mifilon to be the Phyfician

of a Society,

is

the

Phy-

whole Society, by Office ; and fo (lands
related to every Man of them, as his Phyfician
Howbeit, he is not actually a Healer to any of
them, but fuch as imploy him. Tho* fome of that
Society mould not imploy him at all, but on every
Occaiion call another Phyfician ; yet he is ftill

fician of the

their

1:

Objtfl;
their Phyfictan

of the Covenant.

by

Office

:

247

Tho* they fhould

die of

being averfe from calling him-} yet
ftill it is true, that he was their Phyfician, they might
have caikd him, and had his Remedies j and it was
purely their own Fault, that they were not healed by
Even Co our Lord Jefus Chrift hath Heaven's
him.
Patent, conftituting him the Saviour of the World ;
by the Authority or his Father, he is inverted with

their Difeafe,

that Office
bis

Patent

:

And

for

wherefoever

that Effect

the

Gofpel comes,

intimate,

is

i

John

iv.

14. And we have feen and do teftify, that the Father fent the Son to be the Saviour of the World,
Wherefore, none ot us (hall perifli for Want of a
Saviour.
Jefus Chrift is the Saviour of the World ;
he is your Saviour and my Saviour, be our Cafe
what it will And God, in and by him, is the
Saviour of all Men, fpecially of thofe that believe
1 Tim. iv. 10. Hence Chrift's Salvation is the common Salvation Jude 3 And the Gofpel is the Grace of
',

:

.

God that bringeth Salvation to all Men, Tit. ii. ; 1
Marg. Chrift then ftands related as a Saviour by
Office to the World of Mankind; he's their Saviour

And he
loll

is fo

related to every one of them, as Sinners ,

Sinners, of that Society,

1

ttim.

i.

15 Chrift

Je~

Jus came into the World to fave Sinners. Luke xix.
1 o £be Son of Man is come u feet and to fave that
which is loft. Let no Man fay, " Alas I have nothing to do with Chrift, nor he with me,* for
" I'm a Sinner, a loft Sinner : " Nay, upon that
very Ground there is a Relation between him and
you.
Since you are a Sinner of Mankind, Chrift is
your Saviour
For he is, by Office, Saviour of the
Family whereof you are a Branch. If you will
imploy another than him, or pine away m your Difeafe, rather than put your felf in his Hand
ye do
!

:

•

0.4

»

24?

Sinners of

Mankend,

the

upon your Peril But know affuredly, that you
have a Saviour of your own, chofen Qf God 'for
you; whether you imploy him, or not.
He is by his
it

:

Fathers Appointment, the Phyfician of Souls, ye
are the Sick, and the lefs fenfible ye are, the more
dangeroufly flck

there is a valuable delation then
;
betwixt Chrift and you, as fuch, Matth. ix. 11,12.

He

is

them

the great Burden- bearer , that

gives Reft to

and are heavy laden, Matth. xi.
28. Pfah lv. 22. Ye labour, fpending your Labour
for that which fatisfieth not ; and are laden with
Iniquity, even heavy laden, and nothing the lefs fo,
that yt ate not duly fenfible thereof There is a Relation then, 'twixt Clirift and you, on that very
Now \i Chrift ftands related to the World
Score.
that labour,

:

of

Mankind

the Object

Sinners, as their Saviour

of his

Adminiftration

;

then they are

of the

Cove-

nant.
Laftly, If it were not fo, then there would be
fome excepted Perfons'of the World of Mankind Sinners, for whom there is no Warrant, more than for
Devils, to take hold of the Covenant by believing in
Chrift ; contrary to the conftant Voice of the
Gofpel John iii. 16. Mark xvi. 15
For furely they
have no Warrant to take hold of the Covenant, to
whom the Adminiftrator is not impowered to give
Which of the World of Mankind Sinners can
it.
thefe excepted Perfons be ? Not Pagans, and other
Infidels, who hear not the Gofpel: For howbeit, in
the Depth of fovereign Wifdom, that Warrant is
not intimate to them yet it doth really extend to
them as included under that general Term whofoever John iii. i<5. And if it did not extend to them,
the Covenant could not lawfully be preach'd and
offer 'd to them, by Mtnifters of the Gofpel ; more
:

.

;

than

'

Objcft of the Covenant.

24.9

than a Crier could lawfully go and proclaim and offer
the King's Indemnity, to tkcfe who have no Concern in

but are excepted oht of

it,

The mmifte-

It!

undoubtedly' null and void, as
it
of the Objeft of ChniVs
excels
the
Bounds
far as
a^ being in fo far,
Administration of the Covenant
ruil Gofpel Offer

is

;

rrom one or more having no Power to make ic. Neither are any who hear the Gofpel, excepted: For
the not taking hold of the Covenant byCFaith in
Chrift,

is

the great Sin

having the Gofpel, do

and Condemnation of all who,

Prov. viii. $6.
it could not
be the Sin of fuch Perfons ; becaufe it can never be
one's Sin, not to do a Thing which he hath no
Warrant from God, to do. Much lefs are the Noneleii excepted
For at that Rate, not only fhould
their Unbelief be none of their Sin ; but the Eleti
themfelres could never believe, till fuch Time as

John

iii.

fo entertain

Mark

19.

xvi.

16:

it,

But

:

their Election were, in

the

firil

Place,

reveal'd

to

them, which is contrary to the dated Method of
Grace
For none can believe in Chrift, till once
they fee their Warrant-, forafmuch as that Warrant
:

is

the

Ground

of Faith.

Wherefore, we conclude that Sinners of Mankind indefinitely, are the ObjeSfoi Chrift's Adminiftration of the

Covenant

;

that he

is

impowered to

adminifier it to you, and every one of you, whatever you are or have been ; and, that you muft either take hold of the Covenant for Life and Salvation, or perifh as Defpifers of

it,

fince ye have heard

the Gofpel.

lit the

2?0
III.

The

Ends

of the Adminiftration of

the Covenant.

The Ends
which make

of the Adminiftration of the Covenant,
the Bufinefs of the Adminifirator as

fuch, are thefe Three,* to wit (i) The bringing of
Sinners into the Covenant ; (2) The Management

them therein, according to it, in this World ;
and (3) The completing of their Happinefs, according to it, in the other World.
Firft, The bringing of Sinners perfinally and /&WJg/y into the Covenant. Ifa. xix 5 ^»d wow,
faith the Lord that formed me from the Womb to be
of

his

Servant,

to

bring Jacob again to him, though
I be glorious in the

Ifrael be not gathered, yet fhall

Eyes of the Lord. Though the Covenant was concluded from Eternity, when we could neither confent nor dtffent ; yet, by the Constitution thereof it
is provided, That, even to the End of Time, any
Sinner of the Race of

Adam, who

fhall believe,

his

and embracing the Covenant by Faith,
fhall be as good and valid to enter him into it, as
if he had perfonally fubfcrib'd it at the making
thereof, John iii. 16. Thus it is left open to Mankind Sinners, that they may come into it, taking
place therein under Christ the Head ; and fo become perfonally confederate with Heaven, to their

receiving

eternal

Salvation.

And

there

is

Room

enough,

within the Compafs of the infinite Name of the /<?cond Adam, for all of us to fubferibe our little
Names. Wherefore, notwithstanding of all that

have already fubferibed, in that Name, faying lam
Lord's, i. e. the Lord ChrifTs Ifa. xliv. 5.
Since Eve firft fet down her Name there, by be-

the

lieving

:

Hht Ends

of the,

&c
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the Promife firft, whereby fhe then commenced, and actually was the Mother of all living
Gen. iii. 20. Yet the Voice o£ the Gofpel (till is,

Licving

and will be even to the End, and yet there is Room
Luke xiv. 22. For typifying of which Noah's Ark
was, by the Appointment of Heaven, made all
little Rooms Gen. vi. 14 called in the Margent
Now the Mediator is authorized to
there, Nefts.
treat with Sinners, Rebels to God, and Subjects of
Satan's Kingdom, to bring them over to Heaven's
Side again ; and for that Effed to adminifier the
Covenant unto them, to propofe it to them, and
Wherefore,
gather them into the Bond thereof.
having gone forth on that Errand, he teftifies his
Earneftnefs in the Work Mat. xxiii. 37 How
often would I have gathered thy Children ! and declares himfelf the Door of the Sheep John x. 7, 9.
Secondly, The Management of them in the Covenant, according to it, during their Continuance
When Sinners are, by the Mediain this World.
brought within the Bond of
Covenant, they are not, thenceforth, trufted
with the Management of themfelves and their Stock
But their Stock being lodged with him, they are
put under his Hand as their fole Manager, the chief
Shepherd and Bijhop of Souls, unto whofe Overfight
the Strays once returned are committed i Pet. \i,
Whatever they need, they muft receive from
25.

tor'j Adminiftration,

the

him

:

He

is

to difpenfe

all

CoAre they

the Benefits o£ the

venant, of whatever Kind, unto them.

? He is to pafs the Sentence, ^thy Sins
Mat. ix. 2, 6. Arc they to be
brought into a new faving Relation to God ? He is
to give them Power to become the Sons of God
to bzjuflified

he forgiven

John

i.

12.

thee

Are they to be fanftified?

He

is

to

wajb,

;

The Ends of
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and

the

them John xiif. 8.
them Repentance, as well
as Forgivenefs of Sins A&s v. 91. Are they to be
caufed to perfevere > He is to keep them, and to
account for each one of them to his Father John
%vii. 12. Are they to be feen to, in all their temporal Concerns > The Care of them all lies upon
him 1 Pet. v. 7. He is our Jo[eph, who hath all
the Stores of the Covenant in liis Hand
And of
him God hath faid, as Pharaoh faid to his famifh}ng People crying unto him for Bread, go to Jofepb
Gen. xli. 55. Moreover, they mutt receive all
their Orders from him, touching their Duty in all
Points.
They muft receive the Law at his Mouth
fince 'tis hy him God fpeaks unto them, according
to the Conftitution of the Covenant
For which
Caufe God hath given a folemn Charge to all the
Covenant people, faying, Vhis is my Beloved Son,
in whom I am well pleafed, hear ye him Mat.
wajh, fantfifie,

Eph.

v.

26.

And

cleanfe

to give

:

:

xv ii. 5.
thirdly

The compleating of their
laflly,
accoording to the Covenant, in the
other World, Eph. v. 27 SThat he might prefent it
to himfelf a glorious Church, not having Spot or
'Tis the Comfort of
Wrinkle, or any fuch tthing.
Believers, that Jefus Chrifl adminiders the Covenant
in this World ; (o that, whatever Part thereof they
may be driven to, they can never be driven to any
Part, unto which his Adminiflration doth not expend.
Howbeit, the moft glorious Part of his Ad*
and

Happinefs,

World : For
Heaven, that the Promifes of the Covenant
have their perfed Accomplifhment ; the which
makes Heaven Home to Believers. "
but the
" Ptf/fe betwixt the two Worlds, is a dark, dan" generous
piiniflration, takes itsPlace in the other
'tis in

O

!

1

u
"

Adminiftration of Covenant. 25

and gloomy one Who can without HorJordan of Death, and the dark" fome Region of the Grave ! " But withal, God's
Covenant-people ihould remember, that their Lord
gerous,

!

ror think or the

hath Bufinefs in that Paffage y as well as on either
The Line of the Covenant is drawn
Side of it.
through it, making a Path by which the Redeemed
So there alfo is the Scene of Chrift's
fafely pafs.
Administration of the Covenant ; he hath the Keys
of Hell and of Death Rev.
mi's y to think that he

i.

18.

Tis

doth only, as

great
it

Weak-

were, ftand

on the other Side of the River, directing the Believer in his Paflage, and ready to receive him when
come afhore Nay it lies on him, as Adminiflrator
of the Covenant, even to go into the Water with
the Paffenger, to take him by the Arm, and going
between him and the Stream, to break the Force
thereof unto him, and to bring him fafe aftore,
Pfal. xxiii. 4 though I walk through the Valley of
the Shadow of Death I will fear no Evil; for thou
art with me. In the Israelites Faffing over to Canaan,
the Ark went firft into Jordan, and was la ft in
coming out, being there till all the People were
Thr
faffed clean over, Jojh. id and 4th Chapters.
Ark being a Type of Chrift, as Canaan was of
Heaven, this teacheth us, that our Lord Jefus will
have Bulinefs in the Paffage between the two Worlds,
:

,

as long as there

Way

is

one of his People to pafs that

and that his Adminiftration there will never
be at an End, until the laft Man within the Bon4
of the Covenant, is fafely landed on the other Side,
This done, he is to adminifter the Covenant to
them there alfo, compleating their Happinefs by a
perfect Accompliihment of all the Promifes thereof,
;

iinto them.

As

Jefus

is

the Author, fo he

is

the

Fwijbtr

The Ends
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of the

Heb. xii. 2. In which Text
an Allufion to the Races famous amongft
the ancient Greeks, wherein there was one, that
opened the Race, ran it, and went on the Head of
all the Reft ; another, who was fet on a Throne at
the End of the Race, and gave the Prize to fuch as
won it. In the fpiritual Race, Chrift ac~ts both
thefe Parts.
As Performer of the Condition of the
Covenant, in the Courfe of his Obedience, wherein
he endured the Crofs, defpijing the Shame, he is the
Author of our Faith,or the chief Leader^xpvefty called the For-r miner Chap. vi. 20, in bringing many
Sons unto Glory, going on their Head as Captain or
chief Leader Chap. ii. 10. Then as Adminifirator
of the Covenant, he is the Finifher of our Faith* or
Finifher of our Faith

there

is

the Perfetler that gives the

and

is fet

down

And

God.

thus

of Glory on the

Crown to
Hand of

the Runners,

at the Right
'tis

the throne of
his Bufinefs to put the Crown

Heads

of thefe,

whom by his Grace
his Hand Paul ex-

he hath made Conquerors. From

up for
of Righteoufnefs, which the Lord the
righteous Judge (to wit, Chrift, the Judge of the
World) JhaU give me at that Day. To him it
belongs to grant to the Overcomers to Jit with him
in his throne Rev. iii. 21.
And therefore I cannot help thinking, that the Text Mat. xx. 25 may
fafely be read, without the Supplement, 2# fa on
my Right Hand, and on my Left, is not mine give,
pected

5tim. iv. 8 Henceforth there is laid

it 2

me a Crown

hut

to

whom

Particle hut

Mark

ix.

is

8.

it is

prepared of

my

Father.

ufed exceptively 2 Cor.

The

ii.

So the
fave

5, for

Fulnefs of Power given to the

Mediator, comprehends all Power in Heaven, as
well as in Earth: Accordingly, he prepares the
Place for his feveral People, in his Father's Houfe,
having

Adminijlratlon of Covenant.
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having the whole at his Difpofal, as AdminiftraAnd he is to adminifter the
tor of the Covenant.
not
to
them,
only at their firft Entrance
Covenant
Blifs,
of
Regions
but all along thro* the
into the
being
to remain the eternal
Eternity
of
Ages
;
Mean
and
of Communication beUnion,
of
Bond
twixt God and the Saints for ever Heb. vii. 25. Rev.
17.

vii.

And

thefe are the

Nature

The

IV.

Ends

of the

Adminiftration of

Follows

the Covenant.

of the Adminiftration

of the Covenant.

The Nature of this Adminiftration offers itfelf to
our View, in the Relations Chrift hath to the C0have
'venant, as he is Admmiftrator thereof.

We

how

became the Mediator
of the Covenant, both fubftantial and official ; and

already feen,

that Chrift

have obferved, that his official Mediation runs
through the whole of the Covenant : And we have
taken Notice of a Threefold Relation of his unto it,
namely, his being (1) The Kinfman-redeemer in it,
(2)

The

Surety

of

facrificing Prieft, of

it,

it

;

And

(3)

diation, refpe&ing the Condition

do belong

to the

fider

other

his

The

Prieft, the

the which Parts of his

We

making of it.
Relations

Me-

of the Covenant,
fhall

thereto,

now con-

bearing thefe

Parts of his Mediation, which refpe&ing the ProCovenant, do belong to the Admini-

rnifes of the

ftration of

it.

And

they are thefe Five.

the frufteeoi the Covenant,

Covenant,

King

of

3

The Prophet

the Covenant,

2

The

1

tfefiator

of the Covenant,

and

5

The

He

is

of the

4 The

Intercejfor

of

the

%$6

Chrifi the Trustee

the Covenant: Each of which is a Syllable of the
above every Name, given him of the Father^

Name

of his Work.
And in viewing of
Order, the Nature of the Adminiftration of
the Covenant, will plainly appear.
as the

Reward

thefe in

L

Chrifi the

Our Lord

Trustee

of the Covenant*

Jefus as Adminiftrator, is in

Place the tfrujiee of the Covenant

the

firft

having the Covenant, and all the Benefits thereof committed to his
Col. i. 19 For it pledfedthe Father that in
Truft.
htm (hould all Fulnefs dwell. This greatefi of all
ttruftSy too great for any mere Man or Angel, our
;

Redeemer was perfectly qualifi'd for and
was fetover the Houfe of God, the moft precious
Things thereof being put under his Hand. What
is kal'd up from the higheft Angel, he hath Accds
blefied

;

(o

to

;

he

Rev, v.

is

is worthy
put no iruft in
his Angels he charged with Folly :

trufted to loofe the Seals, for he

— andA

2—

5.

his Servants,

holy jealous

For they were fallible

;

there

God

was a

Poffibility

of

But it
betraying their Truft, Job. iv. 18.
pleafed him to truft the blefTed jefus, that in him y
their

as an

infallible

Adminiftrator,

all

Fulnefs flsould

dwell.

This high

STruft

was

a necelTary

P r ere quijit e

of

the Adminiftration: And therefore, upon his
gagement to fulfil the Qonditim of the Covenant,

En-

reputed in Heaven as fure as if k had been actually
performed, all the Benefits of the Covenant, were
not only made over to him in Point of Right, but
3

were deliver d over into his Hand in aSiual Poffefjwiy that he might difpenfe thern to Sinners according

of the Covenant.
ibidlng to the

Method

therein

ftated

l$*f
and agreed

upon. John iii. 35 The Father lovetb the Sort,
and hath given all things into his Hand. Mat.
xi. 27 All Things are delivered unto me of my FaVer. 28 Come unto we all ye that labour
ther:
and are heavy laden, and I will give you Reft.
Hence it was that he entred upon the Adminidratioih
•,

of the Covenant, long before his Incarnation ; even
aflbon as there was any Place for the adminiftring
The/
thereof, which was in Paradife after the Fall
;

the Solemnity of his Inveiliture and

taking Pofllfll-

was referv'd unto his Afcenfion into Heaven,
when the Man Chrift wasfet ac God's Right Hand.
on,

Gen.

iii.

8,

15, with Ffal. Ixviii.

iS.

Epk

I 20,

21, 22.

Thus

Covenant

the Fulnefs of the

this Truft

makes

is

not to be particularly inventory'd by
before,

we

him

And

:

of Chrijl,
us, fince they

But agreeable to what hath been

are unfearchable.
faid

in

the unfearchable Riches

fhall for

opening therepf, mark rhe

following Things.

The unfeen Guard of the Covenant is under
Hand. There is given unto him all Power over
natural and fpiritual Things, to manage the fame
for the Prefer vat ion., Protection, and Reftraint of
thefe fometime to be brought into the Covenant ;
while yet they are Strangers from it, and neither
perceive the Guard about them, nor the Commander
thereof John v. 2 2 The Father
- hath committed
all Judgment unto the Son.
Hof. xi. 3 I taught
Epbraim alfo to go, taking t he m by their Arms but
they knew not that 1 healed them.
Sometimes they
Firft,

his

—

,

are,

during their State

Hazard

or Blindnef?, in eminent
of their Lives, and narrowly cfcape ; before

*hc Stream of ftrong Temptations, threatning to

R

carry

1$%

TruBee

Cbrifi the

carry them quite away, and yet the Force of thefe
is broken one Way or other, and they brought back
from the very Brink of Ruine : And they never truly

know, whofe Debtors they
fee the

are for thefe Things, nor
Love-defign in them, until converting Grace

has reach'd them ; and then they hear the Captain
of that Guard, faying to them, as he faid to Cyrus
Ifa. xlv. 5 1 girded theey though thou had not known

So the Mountain was full of Horfes and Chariots of Fire, for the Defence of Elifloa and his Servant ; while yet the Servant faw none for them,
but againft them, until the Lord opened his Eyes
2 Kings vi. 17.
Secondly, The quickning Spirit of the Covenant is
whereby to quicken dead Sinners, and caufe
in him
me,

;

them

The

to live.

chaied for Sinners
for

Now

them.

:

Spirit of Life behov'd to be pur-

Otherwife there was no Life

the Fulnefs thereof

and adually lodged in
Hence
the Covenant.
dead

Chrifi:

propofeth himfelf to

having the [even Spirits of God Rev.
and faith to the Jews, John v. 25 The

Dead (hall
dead Souls
ed

purchafed,

Sardis, as

1,*

iii.

is

the Mediator, according to

(hall

hear the Voice of the Son of God, that is,
fliall be quickened, and being quicken-

believe.

living Soul,

The

firft

Adam,

being

made a

was capable to communicate natural

but not being made a quickning Spirit, he could
But the lafi Adam was
not reftore Life once loft
Spirit,
quickning
to
reftore fpiritual Life to
made a
dead
So, in Chrift
in
TrefpalTes
and
Sins.
Sinners
the
it
Covenant,
Fountain of
of
the
as the tfruftee
the
nts
out
Adam's
of
the whole
Sin
put
L
Life.
natural
Offspring
his
were
all left by
;
and
World
Candles
But
blind
the
fecond
To
many
as
him,
up,
light
to
fet
a
Lamp
flaming
and
Adam is made,
Life

;

:

:

them

.

of

Covenant.

tlfe
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them again ; and as many of them as it touched^
do inftantly flame too And could they till buc
touch it, and none are forbidden, they mould all be
lighted again, and mine with the Light of fpiritual
:

Life, partaking of

Jefus.
thirdly,

The

Spirit

the

of

Life

in Chrifl

Righteoufnefs of the Covenant

him, whereby to
Righteoufnefs of

the

juftify

is

in

ungodly that have no

Henee his Name is
their own.
The Lord our Righteoufnefs Jer. xxiii. 6. Righteoufnefs of Man before the Lord, was quite worn
There was nothing of that Kind left upon any
out
:

of

Adam's

as

Children,

it

Rom.

is

written, there is none

But Jefus Chrifl:
10.
and Death, wrought
out the Righteoufnefs of the new Covenant, brought
it /';;, and prcfented it unto his Father Dan. ix. 24
And it was fuftained and acwith Lev. xvi. 15.
cepted, as the New-covenant Righteoufnefs, for juftifying all that believe; and was lodged with the
Worker thereof, entrufted with it, as Adminiflrator
Hence he is laid to be made unto
of the Covenant.
us Righteoufnefs 1 Cor. i. $ o, namely by a Divine
Constitution, even as he was made the Covenant.
righteous, no not one

having, in

And

his

Intimation hereof

Gofpel, for a
(loaU

Heb.
is

Birth,

Ground

iii.

Life,

is

,

made unto

Sinners, in the

of Faith, Jfa. xlv.

24 Surely

one fay, in the Lord ha-Ve / Righteoufnefs.
Only in the Lord (concerning me he hath aid)
j

f

Righteoufnefs.

They

are the

Words

of the

Lord

Jefus Chrift, narrating th^ Divine Confcitution con-

Compare Ver. 23 with Rom. xiv.
Wherefore, the Gofpel is called tfbe Miniftration of Righteoufnefs. 2 Cor. iii. 9. And his

cerning himfelf.
10,

11.

Minifters, Minifters of Righteoufnefs Chap. xi. 1 5
being entrufted with the A/hy-covenant Righte-

He

R

2

ntfnefS}

;;

z6o

ChriB

the Trustee

mfnefs, for to adminifter it to Sinners, unto Juftifi*
cation of Life, as the Phrafe is Rom. v. 18.
Fourthly,

The new Covenant -right
Mediator

his Perfoa as

:

And

he

of the Fulnefs of the Godhead, as he

to

God

is

In

actually poiTeft

is
is

Adminilfrator

of the Covenant, to communicate of that Fulnefs to
all that (hall believe, Col. ii. 9 For in him dwelleth
Fulnefs of the Godhead bodily. Ver.
are compleat in him, which is the Head.

all the

\oAnd ye
Our Lord

Son of God, had a natural inRight to the Fulnefs of the Godhead : But
as thtfecond Adam, he took out a new Right thereto, purchaimg the fame by his Obedience and Death

Jefus, as the eternal

defeafible

as fuch, it is now lodged with him, to be communicate by him. And thus the Peace of the Covenant, Peace with God, is in him Epb. ii. 14. The
Son/hip of the Covenant, the Adoption into the Fa-*
mily of God, is in him as the Firft-bom among many Brethren Pfal. lxxxix. 27 with John i. 12. The
Covenant -intereft in God as one's own God, is in him

and

And to obtain all thefe in one, let the
but
Sinner
receive Chrift by Faith, and he hath
For
they
them
are all under his Hand as Sfruftee
John

xx. 17.

:

of the Covenant, yea in

him

as the Stprehoufeof the

Covenant.
Fifthly,

The

SanBifcation
holy.

Col.

i.

Covenant-fulnefs of

is

19

It pleafed the

(Jjould all Fulnejs dwell.

we

the Spirit

of

whereby to make Sinners

in him,

John

i.

Father that in him
1 6 And of his Ful-

and Grace for Grace.
Having purchafed the fame with his own Blood,
'tis lodged in him as Adminidrator of the Covenant,
in refpeft of which he is faid to be made unto us
nefs

have

all

SancJification

pierced Side

1

received,

Cor.

came

i.

30.

there

Therefore, out of his

forth Blood

and Water
Blood

:

of the Covenant.

2<5r

Blood to remove the Guilt of Sin, Water to wafh away
So he is the Fountain openthe Defilement thereof.
ed for Sin and for Uncle annefs : Not a VeJJel of that
Water of Purification, which, how full foever, would
lack as much as it ihould communicate; but a Fountain, a living Spring of it, to fupply the Needs of
the Unclean, without any Lack in it fejf: For God
givetb not the Spirit by Meafure unto him John
Wherefore, there is in him fuch a Fulnefs
lii. 34.
of the Spirit of Hohnefs, as is, by the infinite Efficacy thereof, Jufficient to fan Stifle the whole Family
There's a
of Adam, and even the worfl of them.
Fulnefs of all Grace in him ? to be communicate, for
the repairing of the loft Image of God \\\ us
r
XhzK£$Grace enough in him,to melt the hardc ft Heart
into evangelical Repentance Ads v. 3 1. To mortify
the ftrongeft Lufts Gal. v. 24. And to quicken and
to ftrengthen unto holy Obedience 2 Tim. ii. 1.

Sixtbly,Thc eftahlifij'mgGrace of the Covenant

is

in

him, whereby tocaufe the moft fickle and inconftant,
once in him, to perfevere unto the End, Jude Ver 1.
tfbem that arefanffifiedby God the Father , and preferved in Jefus Chrift.

have their

The

He is

conftituted the

Head of

Members,which are Co
NourifJjment miniftred from him Col.il 10.

Influences (or

all his

myftical

giving out of continued Pardons, neceffary for

them in this their State cf Imperfection, is alfo in
his Hand, as the irufee of the Covenant, exalted
to be a Prince and a Saviour, fcr to give Repentance
to Ifrael, and Forgi-zenefs of Sins Acts v. 3 r.
Thus
he is fully furnifhed for preferving of them in a State
of Grace, having a Fulnefs of Grace in him fejf to
communicate unto them, fuitable to all their Exigences, whether in Refpect of the Power, or of the
Guilt, of their Sin.

R

3

Seventhly,

;

%6z

Chrifi the Trufiee

Seventhly,

ate

all in his

The temporal tfhin^s of the Covenant
Hand, whereby to provide for, and af-

ford Proteffion to his People, during their ContinuIn the Covenant there was
ance in this World.

inade to him a Promife of his inheriting

all

things,

as the Firft-hom of the Family of Heaven : And in
his Berfon, as the Iaft Adam, the ancient 'Dominion

over the Creatures, was reflor'd ; as we heard before.
Now, as he is the tfruftee of the Covenant, the Heritage of the tforld and
delivered over into his

Things therein, isa&ually
So that he is not only Lord of the World in Point ot Right, but in Faclhaving the Power of all therein, from the fmalleft

Rag

for covering of

and

Scepters.

all

Hand

:

Nakednefs, even to the Crowns

This he

himfelf

witneffeth,

Mat.

18 All Power is given unto me in Heaven
and in Earth. Chap. ju. 27 All fhings are deHence to encourage
livered unto me of my Father.
xxviii.

their building of the
fecond Temple, he faith Hag. ii. 8 tfhe Silver is
mine, and the Gold is mine, namely, to give them

his impoyeriflicd People, in

to

whom

I will.

And

that theft are Chrift's

Words,

appears from Ver. 6 compared with Heb. xii. 26.
Accordingly, from Pfal. xxiv. 1 The Earth is the
Lord's, and the Fulnejs thereof, the A pottle clears
Believers Right to the Creatures

1

Cor. x.

25, 16.

And

thus he is fully furnifhed, for affording all
Manner of Prayifton to his People, in temporal
Things; and all Prote&ion from whatever Dangers

The Sun, Moon, and
they can be in, while here.
Air,
Earth,
Sea,
and
with all that in
£tars; the
Hand,
as
his
under
the
are
Truftee of the
them is ;
Covenant { And he can difpofe of them all, for the
En'4s of the Covenant, as the Glory of God and the
Welfare of his People do require.

B

^

'-

:

!

'

Bghtlh

;

of the Covenant.
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Eightly, The Covenant-fulncfs of Power over
Death and the Grave is m his Hand, whereby to
difarm Death of its Sting, and bring about a gloriJ, faith he, have the Keys of
ous Refurreffion.
and
Hell
of Death Rev. i. 18. Death goes thro"
the World, as a mighty Conqueror, whom none is
the Grave follows, and none can keep
able to refill:
its
Prey,
nor
caufe it to give it up again. But
back
the Mediator hath an effe&ual Check upon them
They are not abfolute Potentates, as. mighty
both.
;

There is one above them, to whofe
Orders they mutt precifely flick. Death may indeed enter in, within the Boundaries of the Covenant, and carry oft' the Covenant-people as well as
But at the Border it muft drop its Sting,
others
and enter without it ; for thePower of Death is now
in Chrift's Hand, and he will not fuffer it to enter
as they are

:

:

with

there,

And

it.

to the Grave^ give

thereof

will

open, and

fly

for

Time cometh, wherein

the

he'll fay

up

:

And

then the Bars

be broken afunder, the Gates thereof

up to him its Lodgers
Adminiftrator of the CoveTower over Death and the Grave,

it

will deliver

he's entr lifted, as

nant, with

full

The ffm^/confummate Happinefs of
Covenant is in his Hand, whereby to render
Laftly,

the
the

Souls of his People happy immediately after Death,

and then Soul and Body together happy at the laft
Day For all Power in Heaven is given him. The
Father hath made him the greatRepofttory of eternal
Life, the Fountain from whence it fhall ftream forth
:

to

all

the Heirs of Life

entrufled to him.

i

:

And

John

v.

the difpenjin^ of
1 1

it

is

God hath given

:
And this Life is in his Son.
thou haft given him Power over
all Flefb, that hefhould give eternal Life to as many

to

us eternal Life

John

xvii.

2

As

R
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as

:
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Chrift the Teftator

as thou haft given him. Wherefore his dying PeopJe 3
do in Faith commie their Souls to him, as Stephen
A vii. 5 s> Saying, Lord Jefus receive my Spirit.

&

And

at the laft

Day, he pronounceth

the Sentence,

and folemnly receives them into the Kingdom of
Heaven, Mat. xxv. 34.
And thus Chrift is the %ruftee of the Covenant,

Chrift /fo

If.

Testator

of the Covenant.

In the nextPlace.QurLord Jefus is the deflator of
the Apbftle teacheth Heb. ix. 15,

the Covenant, as

By the conditionary Part of the Covenant,
had a Compensation of the Wrong done to his
Glory by Sinners. And by the promiffory Part,
Chrift had unfearchable Riches to communicate unto them, whereby they might be made happy
17.

i<5,

God

And being to die in the Caufe, according to his
Covenant, he timely made his 2eftament> as a Deed
turning the proof Conveyance thereof unto them
mijfory Part of the Covenant, refpecting loft Sinners,
,•

into a ^eft anient in their Favour

Cap is the New Teftament
Hence it app-ars^ tfjat

in

my

1

Cor. xi. 25

this.

Blood.

this belongs to the

Admi-

Covenant, committed unto him, for
making Sinners Partakers of the Covenant- benefits;
yea and that it is the firft and fundamental Act of
that his Adminiftration, laid as a Foundation o\ all
the other Acls thereof, which are but fo many Means
Upon the Mediator's
of executing the ieftament.
Condition
of the Covenant^
to
the
fulfil
undertaking
to
made
him
a
rhe Father
Difpofition of the Coveniftration of the

nam -benefits
it}c

JBenefits

contain'd in the promiffory Part:
fo difpon/d,

And

were actually delivered
over

z6$

of the Covenant:
over into his

Hand,

as the appointed Trttfiee of the

Covenant, as we have already

Now

feen.

hav^

he,

ing them all thus in his Hand, hath made a Difby way of Stefiapofition of them to poor Sinners,
went. Luke xxii. 29 And 1 appoint unto you a King-

Or,
dom, as my Father bath appointed unto me.
And I dijpone to you, as my Father di/poned to me,
a Kingdom. The Word here ufed, (ignifies to dif*
and hath in it the Notion of a Federal or
;
Covenant -Di(poCition 9 and a tfeftamentary-DitpofiOf the former Sort was the Difpofition
tion too.

.

1

pone

made by
Difpofition

the Father to Chrift, namely, a Federal
as bting made on a mod onerous Caufe,
;

a Condition properly fo called, to wit, his making
his Soul an Offering for Sin : And it can by no
Means be a Teftamentary Difpofition, fince where

a tfeftament

is,

•

there muft aljo of Necef/ity he the

Death of the deflator Heb. ix.
evident, could have no Place

Father. Of
by Jefus Chrift to

1

6

in

;

the which, 'tis

the

Cafe

ot

the latter Sort is the Difpofition

the

made

Sinners, namely a 'Teftamentary

its own Nature, is a Deed or
Liberality, without Condiof
Grace
and
Conveyance

Difpofition, which, of

tions properly fo called

under

an utter

:

And forafmuch

asSinners were

Difability to perform Conditions pro-

it was therefore neceflary for their Beit
make
zTeftamentaryDifpofition
(ioof,to
axtfeft anient.
of
Nature
clearing
the
of
this
For
faff anient,
which is of fo great Importance for all to know,

perly fo called,

who

have any

fhall confider

Concern
(1)

for

their

The Making

Salvation,

thereof,

(2)

we
The

Legatees, (3) The Executor, and (4) The Legacies.
I. As to the Making of Chrift 's Teflament, it is
firftofall to be obferved, that tho* the Covenant

was indeed from Eternity, the Tefxament was not
fo.
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For Chrift made

Sfe/lament, as Adminiwhich Adminiftration he
in Time.
He was from
Eternity the tfruftee of the Covenant, which grand
i-ruft was a necdlary Prerequifite: of his Adminiftration : Yet forafmuch as his commencing deflator
fo.^

his

ftwitor of the Covenant ;
di($ not enter upon but

A

of the Covenant, was an
61 of'his Adminiftration
thereof, there could be no Place for it, until there

was Place

And

broken.

<2kftament,

adtniniftring the

for

there- was not,

till

Covenant,

hereto beft agreeth

which

which

once the Covenant of Works
is

was

the Nature of a

not {imply a Will, but a Will

ftgnified by Word or Writ ,
fome one or other external Sign pleadable by the
Legatees, in order to their obtaining oi: the Lega-

declared,

teftifted,

and

ojc

cies bcqueath'd.

Chtiit's Teftament,
cue,

which

for

Subftance

is

but

yet two-fold, in refped of different Circum-

is

wherewith

ftances,

it

hath been

vefted

;

namely,

Old or Firft Teftament, and the New Teftament 2 Cor. iii. 14. Heb. ix. 15.
Chrift's Old teftament is the Declaration of the

the

kft Will of our dying Saviour, touching his unsearchable Riches, confirmed by (lain Sacrifices of

Divine

Inftitution, fealed

with the Seals of Circum-

and the Pajjbver, and enduring in the Church
the Fulnefs of fame, and the Manifeflation of

cifton
till

himfelf to Ifrael, in
1

Cor.v. 7.

ment was

originally

iv.

11.

Kind

of Teftament

the Flefti. Heb. ix. 20. Rom.
Luke xvi. 16. This his tfefiamade by Word of Mouth ; which
is

called

a nuncupative tefta-

was afterwards committed to Writing; to that there was not only a Word of the
Teftament to be heard, but a Book of the Teftament to be ready by the Legatees Heb. ix. ip y 20.

ment

:

But

it

And

of the Covenant.
And

we have

fo

Pare of the holy

Old

the

it

z6y

a written tfeflament, in that

by the

Scripture called,

Name

of

^"eft anient.

ChrilVs

New

Veftapieitf

is

the Declaration of the

Will of our dying Saviour, touching his
unfearchable Riches, confirmed by his own Deatb\
on the-Crofs, ieal'd- wip-n. the Seals of Baptifm and;
the Lord's Supper, and to continue for evermore
i Cor. xi. 23,24,
25. M#ttb. xxviii. \g. Heb. vii,
12, 16, 17. This alfo was. originally made by Word,

fame

laft

Mouthy

ef

in

Time

the

of his publick Mimftryy

wherein he declared his Will anent the great Salvation, which, as the Apoftle obferves, at firft began
to be

fpoken by

Manqer
And we have

like

the,

Lord Heb.

New

If

we

Firfl

3.

And

it

was

in

&

Part of the holy Scripture
the

ii.

afterwards committed to IVriting:
it too a, written
(lament, in that
called

Name

by the

of

fa/lament.

look for the original Date of Chrift's Old ot
we find his tfefiament to be of a

Teflament,

Date

Nature of the Thing could
Paradife, on the Day. o(
Adam's Fall, in the- Cool of the Day Gen. iii. S,
other wife called the Time between the two Evenings
Exod. xii. 6, that is, between Three and Six a_Clock in the Afternoon.
At the which Time> out
Lord Jefus did, in the- Promi-fe of the Seed of the
Woman to bruffa the Head of the Serpent, which
mould bruife his Heel Gen. iii. 15, fignify his Death,
and declare his Will for the Benefits of his Purchafe
bear

as early as

;

the

being made, in

to Sinners thereby.
And that Day
I judge to have been the Jlxth Day of the Creation,
the fame Day wherein
was created ; reckoning
their accruing

;

Man

that the Scripture teacheth, that

Adam

lodg'd not

one Night in Honour, as fome do^ agreeable to the
Original.

—
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Original, read PfaL -xYix. 12. They who cannot
think that the Even cs recorded from Gen. iu 7 to the
End of the ttbird Chapter% were crouded within the
Compafs of one Day, may weigh therewith, the

Events relating to the Death of Chrift, which arc
xxii. 66 to the End. Chap, xxiii. 1
33. John xix. 1. Matth. xxvii. 27, 28. John xix. 2,
15. Matth. xxvii. 24. All which Things
5, 9
were done m the Space of Half a Bay : For Chrift
was crucified about Twelve of the Clock, Luke xxiii.
recorded Luke

—

44—46.
Some, through an Unwiilingnefs to think of their
Death, do put off the Making of their Vteftaments
unto a Death-bed But fo very willing was Chrift,
the fecond Adam, to die fonts; that hcfet his Houfe
in Order j and fo prepar'd himfelf for Death, that
:

very

Day

wherein the

nefs of the

great King,

World

ruin'd

whole Fabrick of

till

Adam

and

the

fell.

The

Bufi-

Bufmefs of the

Mankind, required Hafte. The
the World, was by Adam's Fall
it was haftening to a total DifTo-

of

fo unhing'd, that

lution,

firft

and Mankind about to perifh in the Ruines;
Adam went in, and bore up the
thereof, in virtue of his Death to eftablijh the

the fecond

Pillars

Earth again

Wherefore in Paradife, he
a few Words, containing a
Difpofition of the Benefits of the Covenant, in favour of poor Sinners Gen. iii. 15 ; and typically
went in under that Weight of Wrath, which was

made

his

Ifa.

xlix. 8.

tfeftament in

preffing

down

again.

In this

A<*es of the

all

:

Ancf

Form it
World had

Earth

fo he eftablijhed tha

was, :that they
the

f

eft

anient.

ot the firft

But

it

was

repeated and renewed to Abraham, to whom the
Promtfes were made Gal. iii. 16, comprehended under the Name of the Covenants or Seftaments of

Promifi

of the Covenants
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12: As alfo to lfraelm the Wi!dernefs, whom Mofes fprinkled with Blood, faying,
fbis is the Blood of the Teftament, Heb. ix. i$>, 2a.
And this was ChrifYs Old Teftament, upon which
built
all that believed, from Adam to Christ,
Promife Eph.

their Faith,
left

therein

;

ii.

and Hope of obtaining the Legacies
though it was upwards of Four

thoufand Years, from the firft Making of the tfefta*
unto the Death of the deflator, by which the

tnent,

New Feftament was
Now the Apoftle
Force after

Men

confirmed.
faith,

That a Teftament

are dead: Other wife

it

is

is of
of no

Strength at all whilft the deflator liveth Heb. ix.
17. Was Chrift's tfejlament then of no Force all
that Time? Yea, it was of Force-, and that by
Means of a Pre confirmation, being confirmed before

m

The

Confirmation of a Tefiament,
is by the Death of
thetfeftator; as the Apoftle in the forecitcd Text,
teacheth the Hebrews. And, in Scripture-reckoning,

Gal.

iii.

17.

the Senfe of the holy Scripture,

there:

One

was a Twofold Death of
typical,

another

real.

the deflator here

:

In refpect cf the former

was the Lamb fain from the FoundaWorld Rev. xiii. 8. .having died typically
in the Sacrifices then offered Gen. iii. 21, and thereafter all along under the Old tteftament.
And by
that Death of the Teftator, was the Preconfirmation of the ^tefiament : So that from the Day it was
firft made, it was of Force, for the Legatees obtainof thefe, Chrift
tion of the

ing the Legacies therein bequeathed ; forafrauch as
was then alfo confirmed. Wherefore the Apoftle

it

obferves, that, in lull Confiftency with that

Maxim

known

17 above cited,
Neither the Ftrfl tfeftament was dedicated without
Blood ver. 18. 'What the Apoftle means by the
Didianent Teftaments Heb.

ix.

Ijo

Chrifi the 'Feftator

Dedication >6£ the ffefidment, will be plain, if
considered, that what our Verfion of the Bible

it is

calls

Words

Dedication, &, in the Scripture-ufe of

fo

rendered therein, nothing elfe but an entring on, or
afirft, or new -ufing of a Perfon or Thing, to what
they were deftgn'd for
Infomuch that the very
:

Dedication of the temple, was no 'more but that,
as appears by comparing 2 Chron. v. 1?. Chap, vi.
and vii. 1, with 4, 5. Wherefore, by the Dedication of the

STefiament,

gatees beginning to claim

muft be meant the Leand obtain their Lega-

upon the ftefiafnent. And this, the Apoftfc
was not. done without the SFefiar/ient's- bdrig
Confirmed by 'Blood, or Death
The which, though
realty the Blood or Death of Beafis facrificed ; jet,
cies,

faith,

:

according to the Apoflle's Reafoning, were reckoned the Blood ht Death of the Teftaior, -they being

types of him.
hence it appears, that whatever have t>een

facrificed as

And

the different Circumftances, wherewith the tfeftament, in different Periods, hath been vefted: The
Old and New Teftament, nuncupative and written,
are for Subftance but the

One Teftament

of Jefus

and Vto-day, and for ever
Heb. xiii. 8. having the fame Force and Effeft for
full Remiflion of Sin and Eternal Salvation, Legacies claim'd and obtain'd by Faith, in virtue of
the Teftament, A3s xv. n.Kom. iv. 13. Only,
what wasfirft declared by Word of Mouth, the fame

Chrift the

was

fame

Tefterday,

thereafter written.

The Legacies

at

firft

be-

queathed in general comprehensive Terms, were
And in the
nominated
afterward particularly
Jslew ^Teftament they are more clearly expreft, than
:

in the Old.

The

tament, fitted

former was a

for the

Times

Copy

of the &fTeftator

before the

really

of the Covenant.
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The latter, fitted for all Times thereafter, to the End of the World ; and therefore no
other Copy is to be excepted after it.

*eaily died

II. It

:

is

the Parties

to be enquired,
in

Who

are the Legatees,

whofe Favour the $eft anient was

made, and who may, in the Method of the Teftament, claim and obtain the Legacies therein be-

queathe

Chrift's

?

the fundamental

making

Ad

his Tcftament,

being

of his Administration of the

Covenant, as we have already feen ; the Legatees in
the Steftament mull needs be the fame as the OkjecJs of his Adminiftration of the Covenant, that is
to

of Mankind indefinitely: For if
authorized by th« Father, to adminifter the

fay, Sinners

Chrift

is

Covenant to Mankind-finners

indefinitely,

and hath

accordingly made his ieftament for that Effect
furely none can be excepted out of the tteftament,
that are not excepted out of his Adminiftration.
Therefore the Apoftle lays down, for the Foundation

who had even embrew'd their
Blood of the Lord of Glory, their
Mereft in the Promife, Acts ii. '39.. For the Prowl ife is unto you, and to your Children, and to all
that are afar off, even as many as the Lord our
God Jhall call To whomfoever then the Gofpel

of Faith, to thefe

Hands

in the

comes, we

may

warrantably fay the Promife is to
and -every one of you ; even the
Promife of the Zeftament : And ye have Accefs to
claim it by Faith, as your own Legacy, your omt

you, find to you,

Mercy Jon. ii. 8. And ail the Arguments adduced
on the Head of the Objecloi Chrift's Adminiftration,
which need not to be repeated here, do prove
this.

And
'Stbing.

it is

mod

agreeable

to the Nature of the

In Chrift's Teftament, the Legatees are not
cxpreft

teja

Chrift the Teftator.

by their Names, as in Teftaments where the
Teftator hath his Children and Friends about him,
to whom he leaves his Legacies : But *tis here as
in the Cafe, wherein fome otthe Children or Friends
expreft

of the Teftator, are not come into the World, at
Time of the Making of the Teftament; who
muft therefore have their Legacies left to them under
fome general Deflgnation. Multitudes, Multitudes
of ChritVs Legatees were not born, when he died ;
and Multitudes of them have not to this Day feen
the

the

Sun

Nay when Chrift firft made

:

there were but

two Perfons

in the

Therefore
under & general
Deflgnation, as thefe of fuch a Family.
Now this
general Deflgnation of the Legatees in Chr ift's Teftame nt, is not affinal Believers, that is, fuch as have
For affinal Believing is the Legaalready believed
tees claiming of the Legacies left them, whereby
they are put in Poffeflion thereof ; the which Claim
muft of Neceflity have a Foundation in the Tefta-*
ment, prior unto it. And indeed the tfeftament is
the. Ground of Faith.
Therefore it was made, before
there was one aclual Believer in the Worl'd, being
the Legatees have been expreft in

.

his ieflament,

World.
it,

:

made
it

and

in Parad ife,

of our guilty

Gen.

firft

15, believed,

Hi.

feflion of their Legacies.

End of the World

ment
cies

:

:

Rom.

the Teftament
the Eleffi

there recited in the

Parents,

yet

are left

;

it is

they

and

And

fo

Hearing

the hearing of

were put in Pof-

thus will

it

be, to the

Faith will come by Hearing of
x. 17. Gal in. 2. Neither is it

For howbeit

effectual,

who upon

in them only is the Teftanot to them only the Lega-

are not the only

Perfons,

in,

whofe Favour the Teftament was made. For EleBion^
being a Secret not to be known by us until once
we believe; cannot bz the Ground andlfarrai:to£
Belkving

of the Covenant.
believing, or
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embracing the Teftament, and claim-

Befides, at that Rate Unbelievers
ing the Legacies.
continuing fo to the End, could not be juftly reckoned Refufers and Slighters of ChrifVs 'Teftament, as
having no Portion nor Concern in it, more than
But the general Befgnat ion of the
fallen Angels.
is Mankind-finners
Family of Adam are the
Legacies left, to be claim' d and polTeft of them by
Faith. Prov. viii. 4 Unto you, O Men, I call and my
Voice is to the Sons of Men. Rev. xxii. 17 IVhofoever
will, let him take the Water of Life freely. John vi.

Legatees

in Chrift's

indefinitely

:

To

Teftament,

thefe of the

r

3

7

Him

that cometh to me, 1 will in no wife caft out.

Put the Cafe, that a rich Man iliould, for the
Love and Favour he bears to a particular Family,
leave his Subftance to them by Teftament, to be
divided among them
In this Cafe 'tis evident,
that however numerous that Family be, all and
:

every one of them are this Man's Legatees, howbeit their Names are not particularly expreft in the

Teftament ; and they need no more to clear their
Claim, each to his Share of the Legacy, but thac
they are of that Family.
And upon the Executors
Intimation
lawful
making
to that Family, that,
being
Teftament
made
in Favour of them,
fuch a
they come, claim, and get their Legacies, in the
Method of the Teftament It is manifeft, that all
of them, who accordingly come and make their
Claim, as Members of that Family, will obtain a
Share of the Legacy
But in cafe there be any of
them, who will not come and make any Claim thereto, they'll juftly lofe the Benefit thereof, and may
die or Want for all the Legacy that was left them
:

:

in that Teftament.

fuch a Teftamtnt

:

Our
The

L'>rd Jefus Chrifl: has
loft

S

Family of Adam,

made
is

ch's

Family

Chrifi the deflator

274

Family conftitute his Legatees And the Gofpel is
the lawful Intimation made to them, to come to the
Executor and receive their Legacies. All that beAll Unbelievers lofe it, and
lieve get the Legacy
perifh under the Want thereof; and they perifh
without all Excufe. They cannot pretend, that
there was nothing left them, by the Teftator ;
which is the Cafe of the fallen Angels Nor yet,
that it was not intimate unto them; which is the
But
Cafe of thefe that never heard the Gofpel.
they perifh, becaufe, howbeit there was a rich
Legacy left them, yet they undervalued the Teftator's Kindnefs, and would never come and claim
Hence the Benefits of the Covenant of
it by Faith.
Grace, even in refpe£t. of Unbelievers, are called
their own, namely in virtue of the Right they have
to them by the Tenor of ChriuVs Steftament. Jon. ii.
:

:

:

8 'ithey that cbferve lyingVanities, forfake their''own
Accordingly, to the elder Brother in the
Mercy.
Parable Luke xv, the Father faith ver. 3 1 Son, all
that I have is thine. So Chap. xvi. 12 If ye have
not been faithful in that which is another Man's,
who floall give you that which is your own ? that is,
$he true Riches ver. 1 1. And their Ruin is lodged
at the Door of their Unbelief, in not coming to
Chrift to receive them, John v. 40 And ye will not
come to me, that ye might have Life. Ch rift's Promifes in his Teft anient are to Mankfud-Jifitters, as
the Promxfe of Canaan was to the Israelites in Egypt,
indefinitely, thefe not excepted whofe Carcafes fell
in the Wiiderncfs,

Excd.

vi.

6 Say unto the Children

—

Lord
— ver. 8. And I will
of
bring you in unto the Land, concerning the which
I did /wear. Thus was there a Promife left them
©f cutting into the Reft of Canaan ; And thefe who
Ifrael,

I

am

the

be-

of the Covenant.
lelieved

who
of

it,

got

the Poflcffion

believed not, did lofe

not becaufe

it,

caufc tho'

it

was

it

it.

was not

left

left

£7$

accordingly

And
to

they

them

;

fell

;

thefe

fhort

but be-

to them, as well as to thcfc

So fays th«
that entered, yet they believed it not.
enter
not
in
could
becaufe
ihey
Apoftle,
of Unbelief

And this was no Imputation
God For even in Promifes,

as well

as in Covenants, there's a Neccflity of a

mutual

Heb.

iii.

19.

Faithfulnefs of

:

on the

the Party to whom
Confent into the fame Thing
the Promife is made, his Acceptance thereof being
neceffary to compleat the Obligation on the ProBecaufe none making a
tnifer to make it effectual
,*

:

Promife of a Benefit to another, can in Reafon be
thought, either to bind himftlf thereby to obtrude
his Benefit on the other againft his Will ; cr yet to
give up with it, as a Thing to be abandoned by him
at any Rate.

Now to this very Purpofe,

the Apoftle
Cafe of the Ifraelites having the
Promife of Canaan left them, and yet coming fhort

makes

ufe of that

Unbelief, Heb. iv. x Let us therefore
a Promife being left Us of entring into bis
Kefi, any of you fhould feem to come fhort of it veal
2 For unto us was the Gofpel preached, as well as
unto them : But the Word preached did not profit
them, not being mixed with Faith in them that
heard it. Compare Exod. vi. 9 And Mofes fpaks
fo unto the Children of Jfrael: but they hearkned not;
III. It is to be enquired, Who is the Executor of
the Teftamcnt ? In Teftaments among Men, the
deflator and the Executor are always different Perfons
And it muft needs be fo, becaufe the Teflatoc
dying cannot live again to fee his
execute;
therefore one or more, who live when he is gone,
But here thac
.muft be nominated for that Purpofe.
S 2
Reafra

of

thro'

it

fear,

left

.

:

W$

Cbrift the Tefiator

1J6
Reafon

Jefus Ghrift could well be the
Executor of his own tfeftament, and needed not to
He was
appoint any other to fee to that Matter.
of
Life
and
Death,
Lord
and
it
not
was
the
poffible
tejhould be holden of Death Acls 8. 24.
he
was really to die, to confirm his Teftament yet he
ceafeth.

TW
;

was quickly
thereof

was

to

rife

again, for the effectual Execution

Accordingly, the Apoftle obferves that he
and was raifed again

:

delivered for our Offences,

for our Justification Rom.
Even when he
evermore.

was

iv

25.

was

And

he lives for

the Grave, he

in

capable of executing his Teftament, being

God

Man, having a Life which could not be
namely, the Divine
loft, no not for a Moment
And the executing of it then, when the human
Life.
Nature was in the State of Death, was much the fame

as well as

*

as his executing of
the

And
his

it

human Nature

nant,

had actually aftlimed

all.

is the Executor of
from his being conby the Father Adminiftratcr of the Cove-

that Jefus Chrift really

own

stitute

before he

at

to

tteft amenta

difpenfe

appears

the

Benefits

thereof as

great

and from the
Steward of the Houfe of Heaven
AcJs of that his Adminiftration, both in this' Life,
and in that which is to come For he it is*, that hath
in his Hand the conferring of Grace, both real and
relative, on Sinners; and the conferring of Glory on
faints: The which are the executing of his tfeftament, as well as the admimftring ot the Covenant ;
;

:

the former being fubordinated to the latter.

Mean

cannot be refufed, that he executes it by
his Spirit, and im ploys Gofpel-minifters in the MatWherefore, whofocvcr would have any faving
ter.
while

it

Benefit by Chrift's tfeftament, or would partake of
the Legacies therein bequeathed, muft come to him-

Jelf

of the Covenant.
them

[elf to receive

own

;

(incc he

And

tfeftament.

to perifhing

Chrift for Life

and Salvation

on

who

tnefe

Sinners,
;

and

to

Complaint

the

own Mercy,

forfake their

Call

to come

is

is

they

that

bim John v. 40. And rhe whole
Bdievets mufl be a coming to him 1 Pet. ii.

will not
Life or

conflant

the

therefore

of the Gofpel
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the Executor of his

is

come

to

4, that is a living by Faith in him Gal. ii. 20,
whereby they may be daily receiving of the Lega-

according to their Exigencies.

cies,

IV. In the

What

Place,

la ft

it

to

is

be enquired,

ChrifYs Teftament,
to poor Sinners of Mankind, his only Legatees ? In
are the Legacies

the general, there
fufficient to

nity

:

is

in

left

them

to

left

make them happy

Even

all

therein,

what

is

Time and Eter-

for

the Benefits of the

Covenant to be

Thefe are Christ himfelf, and
all things in and with him Rom. viii. 32. And the
the general Claufe of the Teftament, is, According
to y&ur Faith be it unto you Matth. ix. 29. It being
beyond youf Reach, fully to reckon up the Particulars, it Ihaii fuffice to point at a few Things, as

received by Faith,

the cgmprehenlive Legacies,
his 1'eftament, to Sinners of

Legacy

1.

feft

by°Jefus Chrift in

Mankind

indefinitely.

His own compleat Kighteoufnefs, to

Lord

hence called the Gift of
17, as being made over to
us in his ^teftament , to be received by Faith ; in
which Senfe, it is faid to be revealed unto Faith,
cover us before the

Kighteoufnefs

Rom.

;

v.

is to be believed or trufted on, and fo received
and out on Chap. \. 17. Dying Perfons are wont to
But
leave Suits of Mourning to their poor Friends
our dying Saviour left to all his Legatees, the Gar-

that

:

ments of Salvation, the Robe of Kighteoufnefs lfa.
Beautiful Garments Chap. iii. 1, White
lxi. ic,

S

3

Knwent

a%S

Chrifi the

Raiment Rev.
that, rho' he

evermore

Te&ator

a Suit of Rejoicing ; for
dead, he is alive, and //t;^ for
Father y&fow left us naked, to our
18, as

iii.

aw

Our

Yet need we riot go naked, nor our Shame
Fcr, by the Jecond Adam's Teftament,
jfumxient Clothing is left to our Father's brokeri
Family ; even the Kobe or his own Right eoufnejs :
And nothing remains, but that we receive it as his
Legacy to us, and put it on.
holy God cannot
admit us into his Prefence, in our fpiritual Naked'
mefs : The Law requires us to appear before him,
in unfpotted Holinejs of Nature, and perfeB Rightecufne/s of Life, as the Condition or Li, e ; and withal, with a Satisfaction to Jnftice, by furTering, beBut how can we make fuch
caufe we have finned.
can by no Means
an Appearance before him ?
put ourfclves in fuch a Condition, by any Thing we
can do or fufferi Yet is not our Cafe hopelefs.
'Shame

be

:

/tf*#.

A

We

We

have a good Friend, the Lord Jefus Chrift, who
hath left us by tfeftament, the Holmefs of his Nature,
where with he was born ; the Right eoufiefs of his
Life, even all the good Works he wrought in Obetdienceto the 'ten Commandments, during his Life
bn Earth ; and the SatisfaBion made by his Death,
srnd "Sufferings from the Womb to the Grave
He
!iath m ideall the fe one undivided Gift of Right eand bequeath/d the fame to us, in his
ioufnsf',
tyeftamenty to be received by Faith.
By Means
hereof, the moil wretched Sinner of us all, may be
beautified in the Sight of a holy God, have where\ \ih to anfwer all the
Demands of the Law for
Life, and obtain a full Pardon and Acceptance with
:

f

God

as

ffcape,
r--.

if

rivhteous

in

lus

ne ver claiming

tnf Teftator's

'

Sicht.

this

Kiadnefs

!

How

Legacy,

v/e

fhall

wc

trample

of the Covenant.
Legacy

179

His New-covenant-/;;^/*^

Gcd,
happy, Heb. viii. 10 J will
be to them a God.
Our Father Adam left his whole
Family without God in the World Eph. ii. 1 2. This
was an unfpeakable Lofs, a ruining Lofs: All Mi2.

in

•whereby to render us

in

fery

It

was

penfed

Time and

Eternity,

And

:

to

was wrapt up

could never

a Lofs, that
us,

it

was

irrecoverable.

jefus Chrift hath recovered for us, the

nant- Inter efi in God, and
STeJrameut.

This

prehenfion.

Who

is

txqueath'd

a Legacy

i\\

it.

have been com-

it

loft

But
Cove-

to us in his

beyond our
can conceive fully, what
full

Comis

in

J will be your God? Surely, all Blcilednefs is
in it, for Time and Eternity PfaL cxliv. 15 H::ppy>
Herein is
is the People, ivbofe God is the Lord.
left you Peace, and Reconciliation with God John,
xiv. 27, Adoption into the Family of God 2 Cor.

that,

yi.

16, 17, 18

own God,

the
fier

yea that ye lhall have

own Heritage,
Rom. viii. 17 All

with Chriil

Godhead

;

your

:

to be yours

Son your Saviour\
:

And

ployed

the

God

for voiu'

]oint-lv..idhip

Perfens of

the Father to be your Father,

the

the

Attributes

Part, nothing on God's Part,

and

a

Holy Ghoft your Santh-of God, to be imyour Happinefs.
Nothing on Chriffs

all

lor

;

in

all this

:

(lands between

Nothing can make you come

you

fliort o£

That New -covenant- Inter eft. in
purchafed by the Blood of the Everlafting
Covenant ; it is given over unto Jefus, as Adminiftrator of the Covenant ; and he again hath mads
it over to you, by 2*eft anient.
And what remains,
that
ye
came
but
to the Executor, and receive your
by
Legacy,
Faith ? Alas
that any fhould bz

it,

but Unbelief.

God,

is

!

founds

who

have no Heart to

S 4

it.

Leg*-

l$o

Chrifl theTeftator

Legacy

Hear

the

you at

3.

His

Words

my

we

Spirit of Grace,

fo

much need

Teftament Prov. i. 2 3 Turn
Reproof: Behold, I will pour out my
of the

Spirit unto you.

Chrift hath the [even Spirits of
God, even a Fulnefs of the Spirit, in himfelf, to
communicate ; and hath made over the fame, by
bis Teftament, to Sinners of Adams Race
Withal,
as Executor of the Teftament, he hath made Inti:

mation

thereof, declaring himfelf

ready to give the

come to him, accordingly, John
vii. 3
7 Jefus food and cried, faying, If any Man
thirfi, let him come unto me, and drink, ver. 38. He
Spirit unto

all

that

that believeth on me, as the Scripture hath faid,
cut of his Belly (hall flow Rivers of living Water.
ver. 39. But this fpake he of the Spirit, which they
that believe on him, (hould receive.
fuitable Le-

O

gacy

for

Adam's Children

Life for our dead Souls

:

!

For

Here

is

his Spirit

Life for us,
is the Spirit

of Life, looting the Bands of Sin and Death Rom.
2. How fliall dead Souls live ? Our Lord
himfelf anfwers that Queftion, at large John vL
Shewing himfelf to be the Life-giving Bread, that
giveth Life unto the World ver. 33. that it is by
eating this Bread Souls Jhatt live ver. 57. that the
qnkkning Spirit is in it ver. 63. and that it is to
be eaten by Faith ver. 35, 63, 64. Whither then
Jhould the Soul go for Life, but to Chrift as Executor of his own Teftament ? ver. 6%. for as we derived Death from the fir ft Adam, fo we muft derive
Life from the fecond Ada?n, elfe we cannot have it
ver. 53. Here is regenerating and fanBifying Grace
for us, whereby our Natures may be changed Ezek.
sxxvi. 26. the Image of God repaired in us, through
Grace received, anfwering to the Grace in the Man
viii.

Chrift; as the

Wax

to the Seal

"F*"

John
•

i.

16. for all

this

of the Covenant.
this worketh the Spirit of Chrift,

xci

thefe

z8l
who believe

Eph. i. 13. Here is made over to us, Grace whereby we may be enabled to true evangelical Repentance Zech. xii. 10. Ezek. xxxvi. 31. to walk in
Newnefs of Life ver. 27, and to mortify the Deeds
of the Body Rom. viii. 1 3. Here is bequeathe unco
whereby we may dffcern
us, enlightning Grace,
our Duty ; for the. Spirit is the Spirit of Light and
Direction John xvi. 13. Exciting and Strengthning
Grace, which comes by the Supply of the Spirit
Philip, i. 19. Eph. iii. \6. Comforting Grace, in
ail Trials and Afflictions
for he is the Comforter
abiding for ever where once he comes John xiv. 16.
And edablifloing Grace, whereby the Sinner once
Chrift, is for ever kept from falling away either
,•

m

27. In a

Word,

us the Spirit of Grace

in his

totally or finally ver.

Chrift having

left

17.

1

John

ii;

',

Teflament, all Grace fuitable to our Needs lies open
to us
Wherefore none that hear the Gofpel remain
deftitute ot^Grace, but becaufe they will not come
:

to Chrift for

Legacy

4.

it.

A

of this Life, as

xxxvii.

3

thou fh alt

fuitable Portion of the good
infinite

Wifdom

things

fees needful,

Pfal.

ihoufhalt dwell in the Land, and verily
be fed.
Chrift in his Teftament, has dis-

poned to Sinners a Kingdom, even the Kingdom of
God, and added thefe Things thereunto Matth. vi.
33. His Teftament is fuited to all our Needs, even
in temporal Things: He hath feen to our Proviand Protection, according to the Promifes made
thereauent in the Covenant.
Thefe Promifes primarily made to himfelf in the Eternal Covenant, he
hath by his Teftament, as it were, indorfed to us,
to be made forthcoming to all who by Faith embrace

fion

it,

and claim them upon

it.

Wherefore, Believers

may

iBz
may

Chrift the Tefiator

go to Chrift

for their daily Bread, as Well as
Benefits;
pleading the iefiament for
for fpiritual
for
the
as
other.
one,
the
And to receive the Bread
and the Water, in virtue of ChriiYs ieftament, will

be more fatisfying to a Chriftian in the Exercife of
Faith, than all the Fulnefs of worldly Men can be ;
forafmuch as at that Rate they have them as the
Purchafe of the precious Blood of the Teftator, and
his Father's BlefTing therewith.

Legacy

Man
Men

5.

keep
in

An

my

their

unfling 'd Death John viii. 5 1 If a
never fee Death.
Teitaments make Provifion for the
Saying, be Jhall

comfortable Life of their Legatees
but they' can
leave them nothing to make Death fafe and comfortable to them.
But in ChriuVs Teftament, there
is fpecial Provision for his Legatees in Death, as
•

And

well as in

Life

Saints have

welcomed

:

in the

the

Faith thereof. the
Meffenger, dying

grim

comfortably in the Faith or the fealed Teftament
Hek xi. 13. Our Lord Jefus being to encounter
Death armed with its Sting, and that in its full
Strength given it by the broken Law, was perfectly
So making his Teftament, he
lure of the Victory
:

Will, that Sinners of
from the Sting of
precious Legacy,
Death, through Faith in him.
which he could well bequeath, becaufe purchafed by

left

it

as a

Part of his

Adam's Race

fhould

laft

be

free

A

;
and, which he can and will make
the
fmce
Fulnefs of Power over Death
e/fitfual,
in
Grave
is
his Hand, and he is Executor
the
and
How lamentable is it, that
Teftament.
own
his
of

his

own Death

Men, knowing
Teftament, and

they

mud

die, fhould

the Kindnefs of

appearing here, where none

their

eli« are

flight

the

bed Friend,

capable to help!

Lega-

qf the Covenant.
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and lad:. EverMting Life on ths,
other Side of Death, John vi. 58 He that eateth
Legacy

6,

x

Chrift's Teftaof this Bread, fid all live for ever.
men? looks not only to this but the other World ;

in

k

is

Proviiion made, not only for

Eternity:

He

Kingdom

of Heaven, as

for the

hath difpon'd in

Legatees Luke

an everlafting Inheritance
This comprehends

the glorious Refurreaion

Day

for

xxii. 29.

Happine/s of the Soul in

the

Time, but

a Kingdom, the

it

feparate State

its

;

of the Body, at the laft

and the compleat Happinefs of Soul and Body
from thenceforth,and for evermore. The Importance thereof who can exprefs ? But whatever is
in it, 'tis in the Teftament made over to Sinners o£
Mankind: And whofoever of them come to Chrift
for it, fhall, upon the Ground oi his Faithfulnefs,
without all Peradvcnture obtain it.
;

together,

Thefc are the comprehenfive Legacies or Chrift's
Teftament.
To enter more particularly into the
Detail of them, there would be no End.
the Book of the

Ye have
Old and New,
diligently ; and that

^teftament, both

among your Hands

Read

:

it

it is
And in every
Page, you will perceive of the unfearchable Riches.
Withal remember, that it nearly concerns you, and
every one of you, as Parties Legatees in whofe Favour it was made 3 (Ince ye are Men, Sons of Men

as ChrijVs Zeftament, as indeed

Prov.

viii. 4.

to you, both

The teftament
by

it,

ye are called to

by Faith

in

is

lawfully

the preaching of the

by putting a Copy of

And

:

it,

a Bible, in

come

intimate

Word, and
your Hands.

to Chrift, as Executor of

him.to receive your Legacies.

Happy

But it ye do not,
it will be more tolerable for Sfyre and Sidon at the
Day of Judgment, than for you: For it will aggrawill ye be, if ye anfwer the Call.

vate
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Chrijt the Prophet

your Condemnation, that not only were all
you in Chrift's Tefcament, but
the fame was intimate unto you, and ye were called
to come to the Executor to receive them, but ye
Mieved not, ye would nor.
vate

thefe Legacies left

Thus

III.

far

of Chrift the deflator of the Covenant.

Prophet of

Chrifi the

the

Covenant.

The Covenant being an eternal Tranfa&ion,
which no Creature had Accefs to be Witnefs unto ;
the Being thereof was an abfolute Secret to the whole
And, in that it was a Myftery of the
manifold Wifdom of God Eph. iii. 10, no Creature
was fufficient to unfold the Nature thereof. Upon
the which Accounts, the Apoftle calls it ffhe JVifdom of God in a Myftery, even the hidden Wifdom,
which God ordained before the World 1 Cor. ii. 7.
And thence appears a Ncceflity, of conftituting a
Prophet of this Covenant And, that none but a
Divine Perfon was fit to be the original Prophet
Creation

:

:

and

much

Reafon
unto whom
it was to be reveal'd, a mere objective Revelation
For the natural
could not be fufficient in the Cafe.
the
Spirit of God:
Man receive! h not the things of
can he know
are
neither
Foolifhnefs to him ;
For they
them, hecaufe they are fpiritually difcemed Ver. 14.
Wherefore Jefus Chrift was, as Adminiftrator of
the Covenant, conftitute the Prophet thereof ; being
he of whom, by the Apoflle's Teftimony, Mo/es
truly faid unto the Fathers, a Prophet fhall the Lord
your God raife up unto you, of your Brethren, hke
thereof;

this (o

the more, that by

ot the fpintual Blindnefs of the Parties,

unto

me A&s

iii.

zz.

And

whoever

elfe

were at

any

of tht Covenant.
any Time Prophets
nal Prophet of

it,

John

i.

18

28^

was

the origi-

No Man

hath jeen

thereof, he alone

which is
Bofom of the Father, he hath declared him.
And in this Character, Chrift was conftitute
(1) The Mejfenger, (2) The Witnefs, and (3) The

God

at any 'Time

:

u he

only begotten Son,

in the

Interpreter of the Covenant.
Firft,

Capacity of Prophet, he was con-

In the

Mejfenger of the Covenant Mai. iii. 1 ;
to bring the good hidings of that Treaty of Peace
and not only fo, but by the Auinto the World
thority of Heaven to proclaim the Treaty to Sinners,
ftitute the

-,

to offer them the Benefit thereof, and to deal with
them to accept by coming into it perfonally.

A

Covenant

furely of unparallel'd

Weight and Impor-

had fuch a Mejfenger thereof.
the fame Capacity, he was conftitute the Witnefs of the Covenant, Ifa. lv. 4 Behold,
J have given him for a Witnefs to the People. God
knew the World to be a guilty World, whofe Conand that
sciences witnefifed their Demerit of Death
therefore they wouid be very flow to believe the good
News from Heaven, touching the Covenant of Peace:
And for this Caufe, he would give them one competent to witnefs the Truth thereof ; and pitcht upon Jefus Chrift for that Effect. He was a Son of
Adam fo the more fit to atteft it unto Men : He
was the Eternal Son of God and therefore not
liable to Error or Miftske in his Teftimony.
He
was an Eye- witnefs to the eternal Tranfa&ion ; and
fo he could fpeak in the Matter that which he had
Jeen with his Father John viii. 38. He came down
from Heaven, where the Covenant was made, unto
the Earth, in Favour of which it was made:
Wherefore he could witnefs in the Earth, what he
had
tance, that

Secondly, In

;

;

,•

28 6

Chrift the Prophet

feen in Heaven about it, Chap, hi. 3 1 He that
comet b from Heaven, is above a/i.Va. 32 And what
&e bath feen and heard, that he tefufieth. In him
we have a I'wo-fold Witnefs, which is mil Evidence

had

He

in Law,

Witnefs Rev.
of

is

Amen,

the faithful and true
In him we. have the Witnefs

Sthe

hi.

14.

Man; in refpect whereof he is the faithful Witin refpect- where: And the Witnefs of God
Comhe is the true Witnefs, even Truth itfelt.

nefs
,of

;

pare John viii. iS / ant one that beat Witnefs of
myfelf.; where Chrift as a Divine Witnefs, in refpeft ot his

Godhead,

is

faid to bear witnefs of hini-

Jelf as a Man appearing in the World, revealing
the Covenant.
And in refpect of both thefe, he is
the Amen, whofe Witnefs confirms and determines
the Truth of the Matter in

He

^thirdly,

is

the Interpreter of

Law.

fame Capacity, conftitute
the Covenant, "Job xxxiii. 23. to

in

unto Men.

the

We are

not only flow to believe
hard for us to underftand it.
It iies fo far beyond -the Reach of our natural Underftand ing, that we cannot underftand it in a faviag Manner, unlefs the Son of God hath given us an
underft anduig (a fupernaturai one) that we may
teach

it

the Covenant, but

know him

it is

that ts true

1

ever ihall/o

underftand

God John

45, that

vi

John
it,

is

v.

20.

muft be

of Jtfus

And
all

whofo-

taught of

Chrift Ver. 46.

by the Father conftitute Interpreter, and
great teacher of the Myftery of the Covenant
And
all the Children of the Covenant muft be his Dif-

So he

is

:

ciples,

and

Now

learn ot him.

Chrift 's

Admin ft rat ion of the Covenant, as
may be taken up in thefe three

the Prophet thereof,

Things following.
Erfl,

;

of the Covenant.

z$y

the Covenant
Firft, His intimating and offering
them perfor
bringing
Word,
his
to Sinners, by
Tonally into

Adam's
the

End

it.

Fall,

is

This he did from the Time of
doing, and will do even unto

now

God (hall be
Old feftament DifpenfaAppearing in human Shape,

of Time, that the Myftery of

He

fyiijbe'd.

began

the

tion thereof, in Perfon.

with his own Mouth he gave the firft Notice of the
Covenant, that ever there was in the World, and

made
15.

the

He

firft

Teachers,
fect,

Offer of

carried

whom

it

it,

in Paradife

Gen.

iii.

8,

on by Prophets and ordinary

he commiflionated for that

and furnifhed with Gifts

for the

Ef-

Work. The
in his Name,

former of thefe, he imploy'd to write
as well as to [peak therein, in that Matter : And
by both, he fpoke to Sinners, intimating and ofiering the Covenant unto them, by their Means;

whether through the Word written or fpoken. And
thus he managed that Work, to the Salvation of
thofe who believed, in the patriarchal Ages before

and all along the Time of the
Mo[es y to the End of that
Difpenfation.
Then he alfo began the New £e[tament Difpenfation, in his own Perfon.
Having
by his Incarnation become Man, he applied himfelf
to this Work.
Tho* he was horn King of the Jews
Matth. ii. 2, and many of them would have had
him to have mounted their 'Throne John vi. 15

and

after the Flood;

JewiJJj Church, from

:

Yec he choc fed rather to appear in the Character
of a Prophet, and betake himfelf unto the Work of
the Miniftry, for to preach the Gofpel, and inti-

mate and offer the Covenant to perifhing Sinners
and fo he was a Minifter of the Circumcifion Rom.
xv. 8.

mon

Of him

in this

Capacity particularly, Solowas a Type Ecclef. i. 1.

that King- preacher

And

288
And

Chrift the Trophet

and ftill doth, carry on meand by Proxy, efpecially, alter his Afcenjion
And that, partly by his Apoftles and
into Heaven
other extraordinary Officers, whom he imployed
to write, as well as to /peak, in his Name ; and
partly, by ordinary Minifters of the Gofpel, to be
this alfo he did,

diately

:

continued in the Church, to the End of the World
Eph. iv. ii, 12, 13. Thus he is now adminiftring
the Covenant unto us, by putting his written Word
of the Old and New I'eftament in our Hands, and
fending Men in his Name to preach the Gofpel unto
By thefe Means he fpeaks to Sinners, intius.
mating, and offering them the Covenant
And To
:

he carries on the Work, to the Salvation of thefe
that believe, and rendring Unbelievers inexcufable.
2 Cor. v. 20. Rev. iii. 22. Luke x. 16. Wherefore
the Offer of the Covenant, made to us in the
Gofpel, is his Offer
And tho' the Word is fent
to us by Men, they are but his Voice in the Matter, he is the Speaker.
Then, fee that ye refu/e not
him that fpeaketh Heb. xii. 25.
Secondly, His making the Intimation and OfFerof the Covenant, effectual to the Elecl:, by the
Spirit, 1 Pet. i. 1 2 By them that have preached the
:

Gofpel unto you, with the Holy Ghoft fent down from
The great Prophet of the Covenant, can
effectually teach the moft unreachable Sinners of

Heaven.

Mankind

;

caufing Light not only to

break forth

by his Word, but in dark Hearts,
by his Spirit : For the Fulncfs of the Spirit of
Light is in him, and he hath Eye-falve for the
fpiritually Blind Rev. iii. 18. He knoweth who arc
in a dark World,

his,

in

whofe

and received
or latter, he

Name

he contracted with the Father,
And, fooner
:

rhe Promife of the Spirit
fo

enlightens

them,

that

he refcues

them

.

of the Covenant.
them from tinder the Power of then:
nefs and renders theAdminiftration
y

289

fpiritual

Dark-

of the CoVcnanc

them, however incfte&ual it be to others,
Col. i. 13. And this he doth, by bringing his
Word to them wirh Power, through the Efficacy of
effectual to

In the

his Spirit opening their Fycs.
his Spirit

he

a&ing Ufoh them,

firft

by
Bondage

PlaceA

as a Spirit of

home on their Ccnlci.mces, the holy Law n
Commands anci Curje thereof, as of Divine Au-

fcts

the

thority,

and binding on them
arc convinced

by, they

of

Hereand Nifery,

in particular.

their Sin

feeing their Sin as heinous in tie '^pv. of Gi'd,
his

.

Wrath

due to them

for their Sin

;

Tlvy

are

and
fill'd

are made to
with Remrirfe, terror, an J Anxiety
y^«f for Relief,- feel an abi'VAit,- I bed o> Christ
and his Right coufnefs, and pefpair oi Relief by any
other. Way, yft7j ii. 37. and xy.i. 29, 30.
And
then, by the fame Spirit acting within them, as a
Spirit of Life, and communicated unto them, from
;

in the

himfelf,

on

Word

of the Gofpel, he fets

home

Hearts and Conferences, the glorious Gofpel
In its free Promife of Life arid Salvation to Sinners
through Jefus Chrift, as it (lands in the holy Scrips
tures; clearing and demonflraiing the fame unto
them, to be the infallible. Word or the eternal Gcd y
and his Word to them in particular, 1 fbeffii. 13
Te received it not as the Word of Men, hut (as it is
in 2rutb) the Word of God.
Chap. i. 5 For oar
their

Gofpel came not unto you in

Word

only,

but alfo in

Power, and in the Holy Gboft, and in much Affurance.
This Demonjiration of the Spirit is that which immediately cleareth to them, the Ground of their believing in particular, as faith the Apoflle
4, 5

—

iMy preaching was-

Spirit,

and of Power

:

T

1

Cor.

ii.

Demonftration of the
c
lL-at jour Faith j
hi

jiaiiii
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Cbrift the Prophet
fiandinthe Wifdom of Men but in the Power of
God: And it is an internal Atteftation of the Word
,

of the Gofpel, unto them, diftinct from the cleared
external or minifterial Atteftation of it, according
to the Saying of bur Saviour

John xv. 26 the Spirit
which proceedeth front the Father, he /halt
me.
Ver. 27 And ye alfi fhall bear
teftifie of
By the Power hereof, getting, by way of
Witnefs.
fpiritual Sight John vi. 40, a Knowledge of Christ
in his tranfcenctent Glory and Excellency, exhibited
to them in the free Promife of the Gofpel, they are
The Spirit thus apinfallibly brought to believe.
ef'truth\

plying the
ly

embrace

Word
it,

of the Gofpel to them, they greediit to themfelves by Faith,

and apply

be feen in thefe Converts, ABs ii. 38 then
Peter faid unto them, repent, and be baptized every
one of you in the Name ofjefus Cbrift, for the ReVer. 39 For the Promife is unto
mtjjion of Sins.
as

may

Ver. 41 then they that gladly received his
Word, were baptized.
Laftly, His teaching and inftructing them, by his
Word and Spirit, from thenceforth, as Children of
The whole Plan
the Covenant, his own Difciples.
the
is
laid
down
in
Covenant,
being &
Salvation
of
the
God,
of
manifold
Wifdom
whereof
Myftery
of

you.

there

is {till

more and more

to be learnt

:

AndChrift

And the Secret
is the great Prophet, to teach it.
with
them
is
him
that
: And he will
Lord
fear
the
of
his
Covenant,
xxv.
The Saints,
Pfal.
them
14.
{hew
by Reafon of the Remains of Darknefs

in

their

while here, are apt to lofe Sight of the Parties in the Cov :: mt: But the great Prophet is to
Jhew them the Fattier, and to manifeft himfelf unto

Minds

them, by the

Spirit.

nant, the Mediator's

The
own

Condition of the CoveRighteoufiiefs, the fole

Ground

of the Cownmf:

191

Hopes, cannot be kept in view,'
but by Means of the Light of Life from himfelf.
And in bis Light only, can they have a believing
View of the Promifes and Privileges of the CoveThe Duties of the Covenant, whereof the cX~
nant.

Ground

of

all their

ceeding broad

Law

many

of

Ten Commands

the

is

the

and tho' they be clear in themfelfo dark and pcrplext to us,
often
ves, yet are they
between Sin and Duty 2
diftinguifh
that we cannot
But the Children of the Covenant have an infallible
Rule, are

Teacher,
oi

whom

whom

;

may confult in all Cafes, and
how to fleer their Courfs
and the Meek will he guide in Judgthey

may

they

in every Point;

learn

ment , the Meek will he teach his Way Pfal. xxv. 9.
The Darknefs brought on Mankind by Sin, nothing but the Grace of the New Covenant can ef-

The true Light is a Benefit of that
Covenant, purchafed by the Blood of Chrift, and
lodged with him among the Reft of the Benefits of
his great tfruft : And he hath the difpenfing of it,
a$ the great Prophet of the Covenant.
To him then
mud we have our Recuurfe for Light, in all Cafes,
whether we be under the Mid night Darknefs of a
natural State, or under the ^twilight Darknefs of

fectually difpel.

Grace Yea
Mid-day Light of Glory, the Lamb is the
Light of the heavenly City Rev. xxi. 23.

the prefent Imperfection of a State of

:

in the

And

thus Chrift

IV. Chrift the

is

the Prcphet of the Covenant.

Kin g

of the Covenantl

The Covenant of Grace is a Matter of fo vaflf
Importance, both to the Honour of God, and the

Good

of Souls

i

and of fuch a

T

z

diffufive

and general

Con-

:

King

Chriji the

292*
Concern to

Mankind

that

;

the

Adminiftration

thereof required one inverted with kingly Power and
And the Dfpofition of
Authority for that Effect.
,

the Parties, Objects ot the Adminiftration, together,
with the Nature or the Thin™ it felf, which concerns
the Inner-man

and the Difpofal of the

chiefly,

choiceft of Heaven's Favours, at once laid aiide the

Men, and the higherr. of Angels, as no
to bear thztOffice, than to produce another
out of nothing.
Wherefore, the Father's

greatefl of

more

fit

World
Choice

in that

the fecond

Matter, natively

Adam

And

:

he

fell

on his

own

Son,

was made King of the

Covenant.

Gox>,

as Creator of the

World,

is

King

of the

fame, by an original, under ived Right: And fo he
hath the fupreme Power over it, of which he can no
more dived himfelr, tharr ot his Being. This is the

Kingdom, common to the 1 hree Perfons in
God-head, the Father,- the Son, and

ejfential

the glorious

the Holy Gboft.
But the Kingdom of the Covenant, whereof we
fpeak, is a derived, delegated one, which the Me-

diator thrift holds ot his Father, by the Tenor of
the Covenant, for the Adminiftration thereof, as

declared Pfal.

holy Hill of Zion.

Now

Adminiftration,

to

Mankind
venant

;

is

the

gather

great Pcfigu of that

together

Sinners

ot

Body under the Bond of the, Comake them happy, in the Enjoy-

into one

and to

is

6 Tetbave 1 Jet my King upon mi

ii.

>

ment of the Privileges thereof, in Grace and Glory
The, which Body, tne Church, is the Kingdom of
the Covenant , a Kingdom that was to be won, and
raifed out of the Rebel IVorld of Mankind lying in
IVickednefs ; and whereof:
ther, coniiitute the alone

Christ was, by
King and Head,

his

FaIn

of the Covenant.

293

In Subferviency to this Kingdom, the Kingdom of
Providence throughout thcWorld, was alfo committed
to him, being

made

Churcb y which

Head over

the

his

is

Body Eph.

all

i.

things

22,

23

to the

he

was

appointed to rule, not only over his willing Subjects, but in the midft of bis Enemies Pfal. ex. 2.
Tne Management of the Wheel of Providence,
throughout the whole World, was put into the
Hand of Zions King. Into the fame Hand, that

Government of

the Father hath committed the

the

committed the Government of
the Father
there
is no Exception
the World : For
the
Son
unto
all
committed
Judgment
hath
John v.
22, All Power in Heaven and in Earth Mar.
So he is Lord of Lords, and King of
xxviii. 18.
Kings Rev. xvii. 14. and by him Kings reign
Princes P^ule, and Nobles, even all the Judges of
the Earth Prov. viii. 15, 16. This Headihip over
the World, was neceffary to his Admimf ration of
Church, he hath

alfo

;

—

the Covenant, as
for

compaflmg

the

Head
Ends

with, he fets up, and

or

Church;

the

thereof.

pulls

necefTary

Being veded there-

down,

in

the

World,

as he fees meet for the great Purpofes of the Cove-

nant

:

And

of

what Ufe

may

:his

is,

in the Advtiniftra-

be learnt from

Jfa. xliii. 14 For
your Sake (namely, for the Sake of the Church)
I have fent to Babylon, and have brought down all
their Nobles, aud the Caldeans.
Ver. 15 lam
tion thereof,

—

your King. Thus the King and

manageth

Head

of the Church,

Things by his Providence, as well
without as within the Church ; tho in a very different Manner, becaufe in a very different Relation,
as to his own People, and to Strangers. The which
was typify'd in David, who for the Benefit of his
own Kingdom, the Kingdom of lftasl% was made
all

5

T

3

the

Chri/i the

194

King

For David
and fubdued them 2 Sam.
viii. 1, and the Moabites Ver. 2, and the Syrians
Ver. 6, and all they of Edom became David's Servants Ver. 14, and David reigned over all Jfrael,
and David executed Judgment and Juftice unto all

the

Head

fmote

of the Heathen Pfal. xviii. 43

the

.

Philifiines,

his People Ver. 15.

Now

the chief A£ts ofthrift's Adminiftration of
the Covenant, as he is King thereof, are thefe.
Firft, His appointing Ordinances of his King-

dom, both

for bringing of Sinners

perfonally into

the Covenant, and for confirming and ftrengthning
the covenanted ; as alfo Officers of his Kingdom,
to adminifter thefe Ordinances in his Name and
Authority.
Both the one and the other were different, under the Old Teflament, and under the
New ; which hath made two different Forms of
external Adminiftraticn of the Covenant ; the Old,
which is paffed away, and the New, that will conBut both were from
tinue to the End of the World
the fame Authority, and for comparing the fame
great Dejigns of the Covenant, agreeable to the different S'imes for which they were appointed ; and
sre all of them to be found in the Scriptures of the
Old and New Teflament, the Book of the Manner
of the Kingdom, *Twas the fame Lord Jefus, the
Angel of the Covenant which [pake to Mofes in the
Mount Sinai Afts vii. 38, who inftitutcd the New
Teflament Church and Ordinances, and gave fome
ApoftleSy and fome Prophets, and fome Evaiigelifts,
find fome Paftors and Steachers for the perfecting
#/ the Saints, for the Work of the Miniftry, Eph.
\v. 11, 12. The Saviour, King, and Law-giver of
the Church, arc one, Jfa. xxxui. 22 Sic Lord is
:

;

eur

Covenant.

of the
tur

Law

-giver, the

Lord

295;

our King, he will favc

is

PS.

Secondly, Emittinghis Royal Proclamations into
the

World, by

the

Hand

of his Meflengers, in the

Gofpel; bearing, that whofoever will come unto
him, and unite with him as the Head of the Covenant, by Faith, mall be readily received into it,
and have a Right to all the Privileges thereof, in

Mark xvi. 15 Go ye into all the IVorId, and
Ver. \6 be
reach the Gofpel to every Creature.
f
him,
that

beltevetb,

and

ts

baptized,

JJjall

he faved.

and offered in
his Name, to every Sinner of Mankind unto whofe
And they are called,
Ears this Voice reacheth
commanded, and charged to come into it, and fubmtt to his Royal Sceptre. His Call and Offer is
their IVarrant to come: His Command obligetb
them, that they cannot refufe, but in Rebellion and
Difobedience againft his Royal Authority.
The
Promises arc fet before them indefinitely, that whomever will may, by Believing, apply them tothemThe King's Proclamation meddles not with
felves.

Therein the Covenant

is

publiffoed,

:

the Secrets of the eternal Election, to reveal them.

But

the Promifes ot the Covenant, infallibly to be
accompliiht in fome, are, in Chrift's Feftament, as
indorfed to Sinners of Mankind indefinitely, to be
fulhYd unto all and every one, who fhall by Faith

And the Proclamation makes lawful
Intimation of the tte anient.
This Intimation is
ft
the appointed Means of begetting Faith, and of
bringing Sinners into the Covenant thereby
for
Faith cometh by Hearing Rom. x. 17: And 'tis

embrace them

:

;

made

effectual to fomc, by the Spirit, through the
Grace of the Covenant fecur'd by Pmnife for them.

T

4

And

;

Chriftthe King

Z96
And

hence

it is,

that, the

Covenant being thus

adminiftred to all promifcuoufly, there is an Ufe.of
conditional Phrafes in the Adminiflratwn thereof
tho' in the Covenant
Chrifl. in his

own

the

The Word

Perfon.

Non-elect;

and

believe,

to

no Conditions

what were fulhTd by

nant coming with alike

and

there are

itfeif,

properly fp called, but

to

of the

Jefus

Cove-

Warranty to the EleB
them who certainly will

them who

will continue in their

Unbelief: The adminifinng of it equally to both,
in the Gofpel Proclamation, muft needs be by propodng the Promifes indefinitely as to Perfons the
which muft at length be refolved into conditionalSo it is proclaimed in the Ears of all, 7
Phrafes.
will betrotbe thee unto me, And, I will he to them a
;

God. And one believes and applies the fame; and
he is thereupon united to Chrilt, and inflated in the
Covenant to all faving Purpofcs; Another, who
hath as good a revcal'd Warrant to believe, as the
and To comes more of the
former, yet believes not
;

Promife.

Now

to

fpeak alike

to thtfe,

who

will

thus differently entertain the Words of the. Covenant ; it follows of Courfe to refolve them into fuch
Expreflions 2s thefe. Believe on the Lord Jefus
Chrift,

and

tbottjhalt be

fayed and he that

believeib

jhall be faved, be that bclievetb not fhall be damned.

Mean while the Covenant it ielf is a different Thing,
from the Form or" the external Adminiftration of it.
thirdly, ESefrdzWy fubduing the Elecl: to himfelf,
thro* the Power of his Spirit fo managing the JVord,
that it operates on them like a Sword, piercing their
Souls, conquering their natural Averiion and Obftinacy. and making them willing to yield, and embrace the Covenant. Rev. I 16 Out of bis Mouth
Wf&t a /harp two edged Sword. What that Sword

and by

is,

of the Covenant.
what a ftrong Arm it is weilded,

may

Cafe,

,Eph.
il

vi.

tte Spirit,

and what the

17.

aged by that

edly

m

xliv.

Vcr. 4

Efted; of

5

And

ir is,

of the Lord revealed
5

being
is

fby People

ma-

declar-

flail be

Bay

of 'thy Power, and by the Prophec
:
/ will pour my Spirit upon thy Seed

the

fay, 1

.JJjall

Arm

the Pfahnift, Pfal.cx.

'Aiding
If:.

from the Apoftle, calling ic
which is the Word of God

be learnt

4 be Sword of
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in this

—

they Jball fpring up

am

.

Ver.

5

One

Chrift communicates

the Lord's.

at the Time appointed in the eternal Counfel, the Spirit and Grace
of the Covenant, therein fecured for them by Pro-

vto

them and every one of them,

mife

And

:

thereby they are quickned,

.and determined to

believe.

And

enabled*

whereas he finds

them Prifoners, tho' Prifoners of Hope, he opens
the Houfe of their Bondage, breaking the Yoke of
Sin,

by

Death, and the Devil, from

his Spirit applying to

which has that mighty

them

off their

Necks,

his Satisfaction.

The

inafmuch as then the
Law hath full Satisfaction as to them ; and the Law
being fatisfled, the Strength of Sin is broken ; and
the Strength of Sin being broken, the Sting of
Death is taken away and the Sting of Death being taken away, the Devil lofeth his Power over
them
and Satan's Power over them being loft,
the prefent evil World which is his Kingdom, can
hold them no longer.
Thus are they feparated from
the World lying in Wickednefs, and conftituted
Members of the Kingdom of Chrift; delivered from
Effect,

5

;

Power of Darknefs, and tranflated into the
Kingdom of God's dear Son Col. i. 1$. And from
thenceforth, tho' they be in the World, yet they
the

.

.

•

are no

more of

k, true and

it,

lively

but Strangers and Pilgrims in

Members

of the invifible

King-

dom

Z$)8

dom

Chrift the

King

I

of Chrift, a Society to which the

World is an
implacable Enemy, John xv. i
Te
are
not of the
9
World but 1 have cbofen you out of the World,
therefore the World hateth you.
And herein Chrift doth,
in a fpecial Manner, mew himfelf a

Kins

micrhty in

by the Power of his Grace overcoming
the
moft perverfe and rebellious, to a cordial
SubmiffiOB, and refcuing them from the Bondage
and Dominion of their Enemies.
Battle,

Fourthly, Gathering them and others
with them
together, into a vifible Church-ftate,
Gen. xlix 10
Unto him (hall the Gathering of the People be.

Thus

is

ere&ed the

in the World
Kingdom of

Church

vifible
;

or

Kingdom

of Chrift

a Society

the

feparate from the vifible
Devil, and profej/tng Faith in,

and Obedience to Chrift, outwardly bearing
his
Badge, and the Signs of his Covenant. Among
them is the ordinary Seat of the Adminifiration of
the Covenant, the ordinary

and Offers of Grace.
the Turtle

Means

In their

Land,

of

Salvation,

the

Voice

of

heard, and the finging of Birds, in the
preaching of the glorious Gofpel; while there is
a
laftmg Winter over all the World befides.
They
have the Bible, and Sabbaths, the
Miniftry of the
Word, and the holy Sacraments. Among them is
to be found the Communion of Saints
and a Churchis

;

government, infticuted

for controlling the

Unruly
and Wickednefs, and encouraging an orderly Walk. And they have the Privilege
of Heaven's Protection
infomuch that the Church
fhall be defended, and her Enemies fo
retrained
and conquered, by her King, that fhe fhall continue
while the World ftands, maugrc all Oppofitioa
fuppreffing of Sin

;

thac Hell can

make

againft her. Mattb. xxviii.

20

U

;

Z99

of the Covenant.
jO
<be

I am with you always, even unto the
World.

End

of

Laftly, Ruling and Governing his true and kindly
Sub je&s,. agreeably unto the Covenant, by which
his royal Prerogative is ftated, and their Privi~
ieges are fecured, Jfa. ix. 6 <tbe Government fhaU
Of this his Government there
le upon bis Shoulder.
are feveral Ads, the chief of which are thefe following.
Firfiy He gives them the Laws of the Covenant;
not only intimating the fame unto them enternatty,
by his Word ; but teaching them internally, by his
Spirit, writing them upon the Tables of thtirHearts,

and leaving an
Heb.

viii.

10 I will

and write them
the

Copy of them affixed there,
put my Laws into their Mind,

indelible

in their Hearts.

Covenant, are

Thefe

Laws

of

no other but the Laws of the

ien Commandments, originally given to Adam in
his Creation, and at his Tranfportaticn into Paradife and Settlement there, vcfted with the Form
of the Covenant of Works ; and now, unto Believers
in Chrift, {landing without that Form, in the Covenant of Grace, as the eternal Rule of Righteoufnefs, whereunto they're to be conformed by the
Grace of the Covenant ; the effectuating of which
is committed, by the Father, to Jefus Chrift as Adminiftrator
it

thereof.

on, by his

And

Word and

accordingly

Spirit, in

he carries
a Suitablenefs to

Nature as rational Agents, and to their State
making thefe Laws known to them, as the Rule of
Life, unto which they ftand bound by the fovereigrt
Authority, and match lefs Love, of God their Creator,
and Redeemer ; and withal inclining their Hearts,
onto the Obedience of the fame.
their

Secondly,

He
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King

"Chrift the

them the Rewards o( the

;

Secondly,

lit''

give s

Covenant, in
xix.

He

the, Courfe of their Obedience, Ffal.
In keeping of thenrthere is great Reward.
puts his People indeed to Work and Labour

ii

^

but not to labour

in the Fire

the Servants of Sin do

and

?

Vanity, as

for

They're to work and laout the Corn; which
was not to be muZZl'd, but to have Accefs at once
bour, like the

Ox

:

treading

to work and to eat. The.Service now done to Zioris
King, hath a Reward in this Life, as well as a
Reward in the Life to come. By the Order of the
Covenant, there's Privilege cftabliiht to follow
Duty, as the Reward thereof ; the which Order is
obferved by the King in his Adminifiraticii.
Ac1

cordingly,' he p'ropofrth the' Privilege of Comfort, to
to

excite

the

.Duty of Mournings

Bleffed are they' that mourn

forted

:

The

l

fpeciaL

;

Tokens

Ma'tth.

v.

4

for they flj all be comof

Heaven's Favour,

to excite unto a holy tender Walk, John xiv. 21
He that hath my Commandments, and keepeth them

—

Jhall be loved of

my

Father, and 1 will love him,

In like Manner
'and will manifeft myfelf to him:
to excite to the fame holy Obedience, he propofeth
the full Reward in the Life to come, 1 Cor. ix. 24

So run that ye may obtain. Rev. x ii; 2 1 2v him that
overcometh will J grant to Jit with me in my throne.
And fo certainly doth he accomplifh the Promife of
the Reward of 'both Kinds, that his People' may be

Labour

aflured, their

is

not

in

vain

in

the

Lord

For Faithfulnefs is the Girdle of his
Cor. xv. 58
Loins ; and, in difpenfing of the Privileges to his
People, upon the Back ot their Duty, he doth but
Not,
obferve the Rated Order of the Covenant.
1

:

that the Order of the Covenant*
cular,

Firjt

Duty,

ihen

is,

in every Parti-

Privilege

:

Nay,

it

is

Firft,

of the Covenant.
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Next, Duty ; Ihsn, Privilege
Fir ft, Privilege;
Privilege and Duty
till
forward,
(o
and
again;
not to be diHeaven,
in
Perfedion
to
both
come
other wife !
Were
if
it
us,
to
more.
(linguifhed
be
neither
couki
we
otherwife,
it
were
if
Truly,

Wo

;

Covenant, nor kept within it in
one at firft believe* till once
he is privileged with the quickning Spirit? And,
how fhall a fallen Saint renew his Vait\ and H*pentance, till once he is privileged with new Influences of Grace ? John xv. 5 Without me ye can
But here lies the Matter, the leading
do nothing.
Privilege bringing in Duty, there follows further
Privilege on the Back: of Duty, according to the
Order of the Covenant : And thefe further Privithe

\brot*ght into

Lite; For,

how

(hail

Rewards we fpeak of.
them Rewards, even in

leges are the

ture

calls

And

the Scrip-

refpect of the

becaufe they are given to a, working Saint,
on the Back of his Work. Howbeit, they are as
far from the Nature of a Reward Mdi\y and properly fo called, the which on the Account of one's
Saints

;

:

of Debt to him, as the leading Privileges
are, that produce the working : But both the one
and the other, are equally the Reward of drift's

Work

Work,

is

in the

moil find and proper Notion of Re-

ward.
thirdly, He miniflers unto them the Difcipline of
The
the Covenant, in cafe of their Difobedience.
Difcipline of the Covenant is Fatherly Chaftifement,

which

their State of Imperfection in this Life,

makes

Welfare : And therefore it is fecured for them in the Covenant, Pfal. lxxxix. 30
ver. 32 tfhenwiH
If his Children forfake my Law
ver. 3 5
I vifit their <tranfgreffion with the Red
Never tbelefs~»vzr. 34 My Covenant wiU I not break,
neceffary to their

—

—

nor

;

Chrift the King

J01

U

nor alter the *tbing that is gone out of my Lips.
belongs to the promiffory Part of the Covenant,
arid particularly to die Ptomife of San&ification :
Foralmuch as it is not vindiclive, but medicinal
being an appointed Means of advancing Holinefs
in

them.

Hie

chaftens for our

that

Profit,

we

might he Partakers of his Holinefs Heb. xii. 10.
And thus it ferves to purge Iniquity, and to take
away Sin Ifa. xxvii. o. Namely, in that as a Fire
melting down the Paint and Varniih of the defiling Obje&s in the World, in our Sight, and as
a Looking g/rf/r mewing us our Pollution, it occafions
and excites us unto, wafhing in the only Lamer of
the Blood of Chrift, by Faith.
Now the adminiftring of the Bifcipline of the Covenant, is committed unto Zion's King, John v. 22 tfhe Father
hath committed all Judgment unto the Son. Rev. iii.
ip As many as Hove, 1 rebuke and chaften.' And,
as to the Nature of it, it comprehends all Manner
of Strokes upon their worldly Subftance, Name,
Imployments, and Relations; all Manner of bodily Afflictions, Difeafes, and Pains, incident to
finfui Flefh

3 2,

And

,

even natural Death

generally, all

of the Children of

AU ^things

itfelf 1 Cor. xi.

30,

outward Strokes which any

Men

are liable to, Ecclef. ix.

2,

comprehends fpiritual Strokes, fuch as Defertion, God's
hiding his Face from them, withdrawing the Light
of his Countenance, their lofing fome Meafure of
their Graces and Comforts, Woundings of Spirit,
Horrors of Confcience, whereby they may be
brought to the very Brink of Defpair So that,
howbeit the calling them into Hell is not within
the Compafs of the Difciplinc of the Covenant,
yet the calling a Kind of Hell into thexn, making
them
come alike

to

all.

Moreover,

:

it

of the Covenant.

30J

roar by Keafon of Difquietnefs of
Pfal. xxxviii. 8 is within the Compafs of it.

them to
what

is

worfe than any of

all thefe,

it

Heart

And,

comprehends

with horrid ^temptations, and
up as Marks for Satan's fiery Darts Eph. vi.
1<5. the bardning of their Hearts Jfa. lxiii.
17, and
their being fufTered to fall into one Sin, and that a

their being narrated
fet
1

grofs Sin too, for the Puniftiment of another, as in
All thefe Things
the Cafe of David and Peter.
are within

;

I

:

the

Compafs

of the

Difcipline of the

Covenant ; and Believers are particularly and dire&ly tbreatned with them, in cafe of their Disobedience, to move them to beware of it : Yea
and they are often inflicted by Zion's King, on his
that, by thefe Marks of his Difbeloved Subjects
their
Sin, he may correcJ them,
againft
pleafure
make Sin bitter to them, and ftir them up to R*pentancey and IVatcbfulnefs. And the worft of
them all, even the very hardning of their Hearts^
and the punifhing of one Sin with another, are by
the fovereign Grace of the Covenant, made effe&ual
for thefe holy Ends : The which Grace opening the
Heart in renewed Repentance, godly Sorrow for
Sin breaks forth the more forcibly, as Waters do
which have been long dam'd up. Thus thefe bitter
Waters, running in the Channel of the Covenant,
become healing Waters : Thefe fharp Swords are,
fey the Covenant, beaten into Plow- (bares ; and
j

;

,

thefe piercing Spears, into Pruning- books%

Of

this

Difcipline of the Covenant, all the Subje&s of Chrift
in this

World, do partake

der h,

till

they arrive

World, Heb.
Fourthly,

venant

i

at

;

and they muft be un-

Perfection

in

the

other

xii. 6, 7, 8.

He

gives

them the Pardons of the CoCrimes committed againft

the pardoning of

the

GhriH

|04

King

the

the J-aws of God, being one of the royal Peeroga**
%\v€S oi Zion's King, whom God hath exalted 4q;, be
a Prince and a Saviour, for to give Repentance .to
Jfraely and Forgivenefs of Sins Ads v. gt. He
give?

them

the firfl Pardon

removing the Guilt of
Juftification ; and he
gives them alfo the Jubfequent Pardons removing the
Guilt of Fatherly Anger, upon their renewing the
Agings of Faith and Repentance, as was obferved.
The Father having committed all 'Judgment
before.
unto the Son, he hath the difpenfing oi Heaven's
Favours, according to the Method and Order of
the Covenant ; and they are not only confer'd for
his Sake, but by his Hand.
revenging Wrath,

in

their

.

Fifthly, He affords them the Defence or the Covenant, while in this Life they ate amongft their
.

Enemies, Pfal. lxxxix. 18 For the Lord is our Defence : And the Holy One of Ifrael is our King.
Satan is their Enemy > a malicious, fubtile, and.
But Chrifl: is .their Friend, and
powerful Enemy
;

He loves them
takes them under his Protection.
dearly, as the Purchafe of his own Blood, the Mem-.
t>ers

of his

own

myftical

Body, and bearing his

Father's Image : He is infinitely wife, and can outAnd he is the
ihoot the Devil in his own Bow
:

ftronger

Man, who can bind

the (Irong

Man.

The

oppofing them ;
t>ut ihall not prevail to mine them, neither by
Force nor Fraud. For greater is he, than the God

World

joins IiTue

with Satan, in

of this World and all his Dominion, i John iv.
4. 7e are of God, and have overcome them ; £ecauje greater is he that is in you, than he that is in
Their word Enemies are within them,
the World.
namely j the P^emains of Corruption, which, in the

Depth

of fovereign

Wifdom,

ate

not

expelled^

during

of the Covenant.

^ojj

but left for their ExerciTe and
Difcovery of the Power of the
Grace of their King. And he manifefts his Power,
in keeping alive in them the Spunk of holy Fire, int
and caufing
the midft of an Ocean of Corruption

during

Trial,

Life

this

and

;

for the

;

make Head againft the fame, until it quite dry
Rom. vii. 24 O wretched Man that 1 am^
it up.
ilobo (hall deliver me from the Body of this Death !
ver. i) J thank God, through
J efits Chrift our Lord,
it

to

He

has all their Enemies in Chains, that they can
no further againft them, than he fees meet to
permit
And at his Pleafure he refrains them,
bounding them by his Power, as to the Kind, Degree, and Continuance of their Attacks, Pfal lxxvi.
10 *tbe Remainder of Wrath (to alt thou reftrahi.

act.

:

'

Laftly,

He

authoritatively

pinefs of the Covenant

compledts the

in them.

Hap-

He

pur chdjed it
to them, as a

them, as a Prieft ; he reveals it
Prophet : But as a King, he doth, in the Way of
Authority, put them in full Poffeffion thereof,
Mattb. xxv. 34 3fhen (hall the King fay unto them
on his Right Hand, Come ye Me(fed of my Fat her9
for

Kingdom prepared for you from the Foundation of the World.
And by the fame Authority,
he'll pafs Sentence againft his and their Ehemies a

inherit the

having fully conquered them ver. 41. And fo, he"
will compleat for ever the Peace of his Covenantfubjects.

Thus

far of Chrift's

nant, as he

is

King

Adminiftration of the Cove-

thereof.

V. Chrift the Intercessor of the Covenant-

As

for

performing the Condition of the Covenant.

Jefus Chrift became the Prieft, namely thefacrif

U

ftictf

%o£

Chrifi the lnterceflor

hath been faid in the due Place : So
Covenant, he became
the Interceffor, namely the interceedmg Prieft of it.
Chrift's JnterceJJton did not take its Place in the
waking of the Covenant. The Love and Grace of
God made the Motion for a new Covenant, freely :
And the Breach 'twixt God and Sinners, was of
another Nature, than to be made up by a fimple
Interceffion ; the which might have moved Mercy,
but could not have fatisfied Jufiice, that, requiring
a Sacrifice for Sin, could not be fatisfied by Pleading, but by paying a Ranfom. Heb. ix. 22 Without floedding of Blood is no RemiJJion.
"Neither
doth Chrill's facrificing take its Place in the Adminifiration of the Covenant : There's no need ot any
new facrificing there, For by one Offering he hath
perfected for ever them that are fanclified Chap. *,Prieft of it, as

for the Adminifiration of the

14. But his facrificing natively took its Place in the
making of the Covenant, and fulfilling the Condition
and his Interceffion, in the Adminifiration
thereof
of the Covenant, and fulfilling the Promifes of it.
Accordingly, for the Adminifiration of the Cove;

nant, he

is

the

Intercejfor

It is Chrifi that died,

who

is

maketh

thereof

;

yea rather that

even at the Right

Hand

Rom.

viii.

is rijen

34

again,

of God, who

alfo

Interceffion for us.

And

indeed there was need of an Intercejfor, for
Uncc an infinitely holy God, and fin;
fal Creatures, could neither come together into a
State of Peace, nor continue in it, wi.h the Safety
that Effect

of God's Honour, without an Inter ceffor.
fore

Jefus

Chrifi:

being appointed

Where-

thereto,

is,

in

that Character, Entred into Heaven it/elf now to
appear in the Prefence of God for us Heb. ix. 24, to

manage

the Bufinefs of the

Covenant

for our

Behoof;

of the Covenant.

%<yf

hoof; witting the Merit of his Sacrifice to be applied to all thefe in whofe Room, and Stead he
died, and that for all the Intents and Purpofes of
the Covenant in their Favours, according to the

Method

laid

down and dated

And

therein.

this

always effectual, as he himfelf
teftifieth, faying unto his Father, John xi. 42 /
knew that thou bear eft me always. Whence it appears, that the Object of it is not of equal Latitude, with the Object of the Adminijlration of the
Covenant, and of his acting in the other Relations
but that it is rebelonging to that Adminiftration
drifted unto there, whom he as fecond Adapt reInter cejfioji

his

is

.

;

And

prefented in the eternal Transaction.

very agreeable to the Nature of the
trivance for the Salvation of Sinners
eternal Purpofe hath

made

this

is

Divine Con;

in

which the

a Difference of Perfons,

according to fovcreign Will and Pleafure: This being, as it were, one Claufe ill the Conftitution of
Adminiftration,

the

in

peculiarity

So the

Objects oi electing Love.

Favour of the
him-

Inter cejjbr

teacheth us, John xyii. 9 / fray not for the
World, but for them which thou haft given me%
ver. 2 a For them which Jball believe in me. ver.
24 Father, I will that they alfo whom thou haft
given me, be with me where I am.
fclf

Now
cejfor

Chrift

admin ifters

Covenant, as Inter*

the

thereof thefe following

Ways

Firft, Effectually procuring,

by

Heaven, the actual inbringing of

chiefly.

his

Intereft in

Ele&, at the
Time appointed, into a Covenant-flat e of Union,
Communion, Peace,' and Favour with God. John
xvii. 20 Neither fray Ifor thefe alone, but for them
alfo
¥er,

which floaM

believe on

21 tfh at they

all

his

me through

may

U

their tf'crd

be one, as' thou

%

:

Father
art

£o8

Chrift the Interceffor

and I in thee ; that they alfo may he one
They are by Nature, in a Scate of: Enmity
with God, even as others But through drift's
InterceJJion the Peace is made between Heaven and
He furchafed it for them by the Blood of
them.
his Sacrifice ; it was promifed to him in the Cove-

art in me,
in us.

:

nant, on that

and by his InterceJJion he
j
unto them. His Interceffion is

Score

actually obtains

it

the Spring that puts

the

all

a going, in the

Wheels in Motion, that

Time

of Loves, for bringing
State
of
the
Nature,
of
into a State of
out
one
Providence manageth favourably towards
Grace.
the Converflon of the Man ; the Word powerfully
affects him, while on others it falls like Rain on a

are fet

Rock, running orTas
of eternal Salvation
him; the Law doth
doth the Gofpel

as

laft
is

its

it

comes on

clofly

laid

upon

Office

alfo in its

Turn

:

;

the BuftAefs

Heart with
him, and fo

to

And

thefe

Things

brought into a new State, and
Creature.
Whence did all this
new
a
become
is
take its Rife? Why? the Man had an unknown
Friend in the Court of Heaven, who fpoke for him
ceafe not, until he

is

King: And all this
made for him.

to the

is

the Fruit of that

/«-

Urceffion

appearing

them, and in their
Heaven, and all the
other Benefits of the Covenant, which they have a
Right to, in virtue of their new Covenant -fi at e,^
Eph. ii. 6 And hath ratfed us up together, and
Secondly,

Name

made

taking

us

fit

PoJJ'eJJion

for

of,

together in heavenly Places in

Chrift

20 Whither the .Torerunner is for
Jefiis.
us entred. That Moment wherein a Sinner enters
into the Covenant, by believing, he hath a Right
to att; for if Children, then Heirs Rom. viil 17.
Howbeit, in the Cafe of mod of the Children of

Heb.

vi.

God/

of the Covenant.
God,
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the PoJftJJion feems to be delayed long after

But iz is to be considered, that Pofnot only be taken, by a Man in his
own Perfon ; but alio in the Perfon of another :
Thus one may by his Attorney take PofTemon of
that Time.

fejjion

may

an Eftate, which he never faw; and a Minor by
his Reprefencative, may be pofleft of what it is not
as yet meet to give him into his own Hand.
So,
howbeit the Believer's Pojfeffion of all in his own
Perfon,
is

indeed delayed

is

not delayed

Jefus Chrift

Matter.

one

For

:

What

hinder

ads

him in
Manner

for

this

it

believing in

after his

his Inter cejjbr

fhould

Refpect

yet in this

;

Moment

the

of

one Moment after believing? For the
Covenant of Promifcs is an undoubted Right; the
Sinner, tho' on Earth, doth by Faith plead it bePofleflion,

fore

God

Heaven

in

and

;

(Thrift is there,

as

his

Representative and Intercellbr, to take Pojjejfion in
his

Name.

Wherefore every Believer

fhall

juftly

.reckon himfelf, tho' having nothings yet poffejjing all

^things 2 Cor.

vi.

io,

and compleat

in

him Col.

ii.

10.

thirdly, Maintaining

the

Peace

between

God

and them, while they are here in this World.
Having purchafed their Peace with Heaven by the
Sacrifice of himfelf, and by his Inter cejjion brought
them into a State of Peace, he doth not leave it to
themfelves to maintain it.
If it were fo, it would
foon be at an End.
There are fo many Failures on
compafled with the Body
own Consciences have whereof to
them
every Day ; and the Devil is an inaccufe
ceflant Accufer of the Brethren : But Chrift. tnterceeds for them, to the preventing always a total
Rupture 'cwixt Heaven and them ; however they
their Part, while they are

of Sin, that their

U

1

may

jio
may

Chriji the Inter cejjor
for their Sins

pleafure

Upon

:

under God's fatherly Dif-

fall

f

Ground

the

of his Sat is aft ion for

them, he anfwereth all Accufat ions againft them,
and takes up all emerging Differences between them
and their covenanted God. i John ii. i If any
Man fm> we have an Advocate with the Father,

And

Jefus Chrift the Righteous: ven 2
Propitiation for

our

he

Hereupon the

Sins.

is

the

A pottle

triumphs over all their Accufers, Roni. viii. 33 Who
(hall lay any .Thing to the Charge of God's EleB ?
It

is

Gcd

that juCtifieth

condemneth ?

It

is

ver.

:

Chrift

34.

that

Ifho

he

that

died— who

alfo

is

viaketh Inter ceffion for us.
Wherefore, their State
of Peace with God is inviolably maintained ; tho*
!

their Corre&icn,
they may indeed lofe the
Sight and Senfe of it for a Time.
Having once
become their Friend in Chrift, he may indeed fcverely chaftife them for their Faults, but he never

jfor

becomes
legal

Rom.

Enemy

their

Enmity
viii.

;

1.

again, even in the

far lefs, in the
Jfa.

liv.

Way

Way

of

of real Enmity.

o.

fourthly y Procuring them Accefs to God, and
'Acceptance with him, riotwithftanding of their Imperfections, while in this Life.
Saints on Earth neYet bever want Buflnefs in the Court of Heaven.
;

ing /zw/#/, they are in themfdves unfit to come into
But the Intercefforoi the
the Prefence of the King.
Covenant introduceth them, procuring them Accefs
by his Intereft in the Court For through him
hate an Accefs by one Spirit unto the Father Eph,
18. And by his Means they are allowed Acii.
cefs with Boldnefs Chap. jij. 12. He makes their
j

W

Perfons accepted, notwithstanding of the Sinfulnefs
cleaving to them:

They

loved Chap,

And

i.

6.

accepted in the Behim they have an Altar3

are
in

that

of the Covenant.
that fandifies their

Gi/ts

Heb.

vo

xiii.

311
;

that

fo

howbeit they want not
their Blemifhes, yet are acceptable to God by Jefus
Chrift 1 Pet. ii. 5. Their Prayers made in Faith,
the/ fmelling Rank of the Remains of the Corruption of Nature, yec being perfumed by the Intercede*, with the lncenfs of his Merit, are accepted
in Heaven, and have gracious Returns made them
Rev. viii. 3. Their doing Services, and their fuffering Services, which howfoever coftly, could not be
their fpiritual

Sacrifices,

accepted for their own Worth, becaufe imperfect,
are through his Inter cejfion accepted, as being

wafted, and made white in the Blood of the

Chap.

vii.

Lamb

14.

Obtaining their Admittance into Heaven,
due Time ; and continuing their State of
perfect Happinefs there, tor ever and ever, John
Laftly,

in the

xvii.

24 Father, I will that they

alfo

whom

thou

Our Lord
haft gizen me, be with me where I am.
Jefus Chrift was, by his Father, conftituted a Prieft
for ever Pfal. ex. 4. Neverthelefs, after his having
once oft'ered up himfelf a Sacrifice on the Crofs, he

no more Sacrifice. Therefore he muft be,
not a facrificing Prieft for ever, but an inter ceeding
Prieft, as the Apoftle explains it Heb. vii. 25 He
ever liveth to make Inter cefjion for them.
Now the

orTereth

Men being made perfect immediately
Death, there is no more Imperfcctiftn about
their Souls morally considered Heb. >:ii. 23. And
after the Refar reel ton, there will be no more Imperfection about their Bodies neither 1 Cor. xv. 53. The
Effect then of Chrift's Inter ceffion for ever, muft be

Spirits of juft

t

after

the everlafting Continuation or their happy S'.ate ;
their InterceJJor eternally willing the Continuance of

the fame, on the

Ground

of the

U

4

Eternal Redemp-

tm

£11

Chrifi the

Inter,cejjor>

by the

tion obtained for them,

The

infinite

Merit of

frefented before

God

ihall appear there in

&c.

Sacrifice of himfelf.

his Sacrifice will be eternally
in

the

holy Place, while he

our Nature continually

this will be the everlafting Security for the

Conti-

The which rfap-

nuation of the Saints Happinefs.
pinefs iffuing from the

And

:

Merit of

his Sacrifice, as

communicated unto them, by
him as their Prophet and their Kin^ : For thele his
As he is a Priefi
Offices will never be laid afide.
for vvery fo of his Kingdom there fhall be no End
JLuke i. 3 3, and the Lamb will be the Light of the
heavenly City Rev. xxi. 23. the Saints Communion with God there, being ftiil in and through the
their Priefi,

Mediator,

will be

in a

Manner

Perfection, Chap, vil

And

agreeable to their State of

17.

thefe are the chief

Ads

of his

Adrainijlra-

tion of the Covenant, as Inter ceffor thereof.

Thus

far

of the Fourth Head, namely, the

'Jjf&i

minifiration of the Covenant.

HE A©

v$

HEAD

V.

Trial

of a faving perfo*
nal Inbeing in the Covenant of
e

Grace.
E

have now opened the DoBrine of the
Covenant of Grace, in treating of the
Parties in

Parts of

it,
it,

the

Making

of

it,

the

and. the Adminiftration

It remains to make fome
SS thereof
Improvement of the whole, in this and the
following Read.
If one ferioufly confiders the Covenant of Grace,
as that on which the Salvation of our Souls depends,
he can hardly mifs to put the Queftion to himfelf,
What Intereft have I in that Covenant ? There's
no Qui ft ion, but you have a common Intereft in it,
by which you are fufficiently warranted to come into
it : But that you igay have, and yet perifli ; for
:

practical

even

d

Trial of a jawing perjonal

5 14

Kingdom

even Children of the

(hall be ca(t out into

cuter Darknejs Mauh. viii. 12, But the
is, Whether ye have a faving Intereft in

ai&ually

come into

it,

or not

?

Queftion
it,

being

The Covenant

is

indeed brought unto you, in the Ordinances ot the
Gofpei : But *re you brought into the Covenant,
united with the Head thereof Chrift Jefus ? It hath
But have you by Faith
been admrniftred to yon
taken hold of it 3 You have received the Sacrament
:

o$*>£aptifm, the Seal of the Covenant, in the

Right

of your Parents'} But have you perfomlly embrae'd
the fcovenanr, in Sincerity ? The two Covenants,
of Works, and of Grace , divide the whole "World

between

two

:

them

And

no-

Every Man is under one of the
can be under both, at one and

:

Man

the fame Time, in

refpect

of his State before

'

the

Lord, Rom. vi. £4, Under the firft Covenant (lands
a numerous Party, *n the flrft Adam Head of that
Broken Covenant, deriving Sin, Death, and the
Curfe from him Under the fecond Covenant Hands
a Party, in the fecond Adam Head of that fulfil'
Covenant, deriving Life and Salvation from him.
Thefe Parties will be judged, each according -to the
Covenant they are under: So the former .will be
condemn'd, in Virtue ot the Curfe oi the Covenant
in which they are; and the latter will- be etematfy
fav'd, in Virtue of the Promife of Life in the Covenant wherein they are. In the mean while, there
is Accefs for thefe of the firft Covenant, to leave
their Party and Covenant 5 and to join the Party
in the fecond Covenant: But Death will block up
that Accefs. Wherefore, 'tis the Interefi: ot the one,
as well as of the other, to know, which Party and
Covenant they belong to. And for Srial hereof, I
offer the following Marks, Signs, or Characters of
:

,

thefe

Inking
thefe

who

in the Cov. of Grace.
and

are favingly
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perfonally within

the

Covenant of Grace.
I. They are fuch as have fled for Refuge from
the Covenant of Works ; that have come into the
Covenant of the fecond Adam, as Refugees from

the Covenant

of the

firft'

Adam.

For

that's

the

Character oithe Heirs of Promifi Heb. vi. 17, j&
Tho' Time was, when they liv'd at Eafe within the

Dominion

of the

Covenant

of the

Law

;

yet

God

Neft there, that they have
hath fee Fire to
unable
to dwell any longer within
found themfclves
of
that
Covenant.
Mount Sinai
the Boundaries
on
Smoke round about them
a
altogether
hath been
And the trumpet of the Curfe of the Law, hath
waxed louder and louder, till it made them to hear
it on the Side of their Righteoufnefs and beft Works,
where they were deafeft ; and it hath caused them
exceedingly to fear and quake, as a Curfe denoune'd
their

them

againft
1

in particular,

Commandment came,

hath chas'd them from
that Mountain,

and

Rom.

vii.

9

When

Sin revived, and I died.
all

left

the
It

the flarting Holes about

no Place within the Bounds

to them : Not only has it
ofc that Covenant, fafe
chas'd them out of their profane Courfes, but alfo

out of

all

Works and Duties

Confidence in their good

of whatfoever

Kind

;

to

flee for

their Life into the

Covenant of Free Grace, as the Slayer into the City
of Refuge ; what ^things tvere Gain to them, counting thefe Lofs for Cbrifi Philip, iii. 7.
II. They are fuch as cordially approve
acquiefce

cd

to the

ticular

2 Samruption
l

;

in,

the Plan

of the

of,

and

Covenant, as

firit-

Honour of God, and to
looking upon

iz

their Cafe in par-

as well ordered in all things

Whofoever duly confiders the Cor<brought into Man's Nature by the Fall,

xxiii. 5.

will

%l6 Trial of a Javing perfinal
Method of Salvation
the Covenant of Grace, is the very
Reverfe of the Inclination of corrupt human Nature;
will plainly perceive, that the

laid

down

in

fo that nothing lefs than the powerful Efficacy

of

Divine Grace, can bring a Soul unto a cordial Ap-\
probation of it, and Acquiefcence in it
Wherefore
our Lord pronounceth them Blejed.whofoever fhatt
not be offended in him Mat.xL 6. Natural Men may
indeed fhape the Covenant, in their own Apprehensions, into fuch a Formes they may have a very
good Liking oL They may apprehend it, as a Covenant defign'd to make Men eafy and happy ; while
in the mean Time it allows them, at leaft in Tome
Inftances, to be unholy: As a Covenant, wherein,
through ChriiVs Means, they may obtain Acceptance with God by their good Works, notwithftandBut in all this, they are
ing of their ill Works.
of
wich
a
Creature
their
own Fancy, not with
•Love
of
Grace.
Let the Covenant be
God's Covenant
the
them,
in
Light'
of
the holy Scripture i
fet before
them,
in
that
Light
They'll before
viewM
by
and
and
Holes
in
it.
Let
the Defign
pick
it,
to dijlike
fairly
Covenant
be
difcovered,
being to
as
of the
God's
Free
Grace
the
Ruines
of
on
all Exexalt
left
with
To
make
Chrift
all,
and
Man
;
cellency
proud
nothing
in
his
own
Salvation
The
Man
Heart cannot away with that, cannot fubmit to the
Righteoufnefs of God Rom. x. 3. .The Efficacy of it,
in working out Sin, feparating between the Soul
and its deareft Lulls, once fairly appearing natural Men flee from it, as if one cried unto them,
Let them ferioufly enter
there's Death in the Pot.
:

m

:

:

;

into the Thought,

how

it

is

fuited to their

to the

fuited

of God, and the Divine Perfections
real Safety before

;

and,

him :

Honour

how

And

'tis

rhey

can

tnheinginttoCQV.ofGrace. 317
can -ml

fcc,

how

a fiumbling

'tis

it' is

To

fo.

the Jewifh

Block, a Device

the Divine Perfidious

:

The

Wifdom,

inconfiftent with

Grecian Learning pro-

nounceth it Foolijbnefsy a Method of Salvation unOnly the Eye of Faith dlfsafe to be trufted to
covers it to be fhe Power of God, and the Wijdom
cf God ; fafe for guilty Creatures, and honourable for
:

1f

a holy God.
III.

i

Upon

Cor. i. 23, 24.
the Difcovery of the

Covenant to them,
and the fecond

as made from Eternity between

God

Adam, and

the Gofpel

offered to

them

in

they'll

;

fatisfie themfeives, in their covenanting, with Heaven's

Draught of

it,

they will not

fo

far as they

understand it
And
it, nor to di*
:

go about, to add unto

it ; but will ftand to the Terms of God
and drift's making, Acls ix. 6 Lord, what wilt
thou have me to do ? They'll put a Blank in the
Lord's Hand, for their Part; as content of all within the Compafs of the Covenant, without putting
in. their Exceptions, or defiring. Amendments and

mini/b from

Alterations to be

content of the

made

Laws

in their

Favour.

They're

of the Covenant, as well as of

it.; of the Difcipline of the Covenant, as well as of the Rewards of it; of the Con-

the Privileges of
dition oi the

Covenant, as

fulfil'd

as well as of the fromifes of it to be

and

by Chrift
fulfil'd

to

alone,

them

;

of the Promife of SancJification, .as well as of

Promife of purification and
Glorification.
Hence the Covenant, as revealed in the Gofpel, is
by the Holy Ghoft, called a Hearing Ifa. liii. 1
Marg, that is, a Thing to be heard and received
by Faith, as a Voice is received and heard by the
Ear, according to that, Chap. Iv. 2 Hear, and
the

your Soul fb all live.

Mankind,

Tis

the natural Difpofhion of

to fpeak rather than to hear

:

For we're
more

Triatofa Javifig ferfond

2*8

more ready
than to

to declare our

receive the

own

Will,

by

fpeaking,

Will of Another, by Hearing.

Wherefore, the Gofpel being the Declaration of the
Will of God, for our Salvation, only to be heard
and received by Faith, and therefore called the
Hearing of Faith' Gal. iii. 2. there is Need of the
Power of Grace, to fubdue the Heart to the hearing thereof, and to flop the Month from making
Fropofals of our own in that Matter.

IV. The Love of God

in Chrift, is habitually

predominant in them, Prev. viii. ij I love them
Great was the Love to them, apthat love me.
The Parties Contra&ers
pearing in the Covenant.
about them, a&cd therein from a Principle of free,
and yet greateft, Love. From thence fprung the firft
Motion, for a Covenant of Life and Salvation unto
them: Thence it was , the Father was content to
1

for them; the Son was well
become Man, and fufter Death for them
the Holy Spirit, to take them for his Habitation, to
quicken, fan&ify, and r)erfecT: them.
The Love of
God produced the Propofal of the great and precious

give his own. Son

pleas'd to

Promifes in their Favour, ur5qn Pterins cenfiftent
with his Jufttce: Chrift as fecond Adam, out of
Love to them accepted of thefe terms. And when
the eternal Tranfactton was, in the Gofpel, by the

Demonftration of the Spirit , opened and brought
home to their Souls; this Love (hone forth to them,
(6 as they believed it.
And that believed Love of

God
Love

in Chrift,

to

kindled in their Souls a fuperlative
1
John iv. 19 We love him9

him again,

betaufc he

firft

loved

us.

And

therefore

altho'

Love is not always alike vigorous, but
hath its Waxings and Wanings according to the
Increafc and Decreafe of their Faith; yet, firice their
that their

Faith

0fr.

the Co<v. of Grace.

InUing in
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Faith never altogether fails Luke xxii. 32, it never
fails altogether neither, from the Moment that it is
And it is an a&ive Prinkindled in their Hearts.

them, csnfiraining them to Obedience zCor.
v. 14 ; giving the chief Room in their Heart and
AffecJion, to God in Chrift, that their Soul faith,
IVbom have I in Heaven but thee, and there is none

ciple in

I dejire befides thee Pfal. lxxiii 25.

upon Earth that

makes it to be their greateft Care, to pleafe him,
and to be accepted of him 2 Cor. v. 5? and their
greateft Fear, to ftir him up or offend him Cant.
HI 5. It makes Duty agreeable to them, as a Mattor of Choife, 1 John v. 2. tfbis is the Love of
Gody that we keep his Commandments : And his

It

;

,

Commandments
the Remains of
:

Borden they
vii.

are not grievous:

long

And

renders

it

Body of this Death, a heavy

Sin, the

be

to

delivered

from,

Kom.

24.

Jefus Chrift the Head of the Covenant, is
Head with their own Confent. With Heart
and Good- will, they have taken him for their Head,

V.

their

j

I

for^ all the

ftand to

it,

Purpofes of the Covenant : And they
not to alter, it the Choice were to make

I

a thoufand Times.
Thefc unto whom the Father
from Eternity chofe Chrift for a Head, do, in the
Day of their Conversion, by Faith approve the
Choice, making it over again perfonally [or themfelves;

one

whence they

Head Mot

A&s

i.

r 1.

are

laid

And

to appoint

tbemfelves

as often as they reiterate

which they muft live by they
Matter reiterate their Choice
Being
fenlible of what they fufTercd, by the vjifcarriage of
Adamtheh firft Head, Chrift is precious to them as
a/econd Adam. They come int p :h~ Covenant, and
abide alfo in it, under his Wings allanerly; ex-

their

do upon

or Fattb,

the

.,

petting
,

%Z0 Trial of a favmg prfoml
it, nor by it, but thfougfj
they have taken him as their Head for

pe&ing no Benefit of

him

And

Government, as well as their Head for Nourijhment
&w& Support. They have delivered up themfelves
unto him, to be ruled by him, as well as to be
favd by him To be governM by his Laws, and not
by their own LuJs ;_ as well as to be fav'd by hisGrace, and not by their own Works*
VI. The Condition of the Covenant, fulnTd by
:

t

Jefus Chrift, is the alone

Ground

of their Cohfidence'

Lord, as to Acceptance with him, or any
Benefit of the Covenant they look to partake of.before the

A

crucified Saviour

is;

Sinners to build on
Soul's building upon,

the Foundation laid in Zion,iox.

And .believing:,

:

it.

Pet.

i

ii.

6.

on

If

b'm

is

the

Mm build

on another: Foundation, they, build on the Sand,
and their Confidence fioall be rooted out : If, beingdriven off from all other Foundation, they build not
on this neither,- they mil ft need's perifh as the Chaff
which the IVmd drjveth away. To believe, or build,
on Chad's Rightepujnefs by him fulfilled, can import no lefs, than one's trading on it for his Salvation.
Whether this iruft be ftrong or weak, it muft
.

\

Eife Faith is not, building on Chrift is not ;
but the Soul is kept in a State of Wavering, in Oppofition to the Staying of it by Faith on Cbriff,
he that is within the Covenant,
Jam. i. 6.
takes Chrtffs Righteoufnefs as his alone Ground of
be,:

Now

Confidence

fhews

before

not, nor

the

allows

:
For the Covenant
any other; nothing fave

Lord

He
Jefus Chrift, and him crucified iCor. ii. 2.
Salhath fome Meafure of Confidence for Life and
upon that Ground

whereby he is diftinguifhed Tom the defperate, faithlefs, and unbelieving
And w-hat Confidence he hath for Life and Salvation,

,•

:

vation

"

Jnbeing in the Cov. of Grace: p.t,
yation, he hath upon that Ground alone ;
he is diftinguimed from the Prefumptuous,

And

and Hypocrites.

lins,

in

jSln'd,

And

the

whereby

Forma-

both thefe Thingsarc

Character, Philip,

Believer's

iii.
3;

Jefus, and have no Confidence

rejoice in Cbrifl

in the Fled:.

VII. The Promifes of the Covenant, are a fatifr
They are indeed
their Hearts.
But then, they
many
Wants:
fenfible, they have
Covenant
would
as
Jupply them
fee as much in the
,
another
need
not
to
Door foe
go
all ; that they
perfuaded,
there
is
as
much
WaThey're
Supply
quench
as
would
all
their
Thirfty
that
Well,
ter in
Thus
if they could but get the Art of drawing its
the Covenant is all their Salvation, and all their
Befire 2 Sam. xxiii. 5, This Di/covery or the Cove^
nant, is not owing to Nature, but to that Grace
fying Portion to

:

,

which mews fo much Worth in the one Pearl, as
makes a Man content to fell all he hath, to gain ic
Matth. xiii. 46. But no Man will come into the
Covenant, until once he get it: For who will join
liimfelf to one, in

trad of
live

?

a Marriage-covenant,

whom

Service, with

Faith difcerns

in

Refuge, but a Portion

he cannot

Conhow to

or,

fee

the Covenant, not only

Pfal. cxlii.

5

;

elfe

the

a

Man

And

none who have
once got this Difcovery, will remain out of the
Covenant, Pfal. ix. 10 Hey that know thy Navw
will put their Tritft in thee.
See John'w. 10. If

would never come

into

it.

Worth of the STreafure bid in the Field of the
Gofpel, be perceived, all will go tor the obtaining;'
the

thereof.
JLofs

Matth.

and Dung

xiii.

44, 45

ror the

Certainly the

Men

the Covenant

:

;

all

will

Excellency of

it

be counted'
Phil: p.

'lis but an

iii

8,

fee this

m

empty hungry Thing

in

of the World, do not

X

thcii

:
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of a Jawing performt

-^Trial

their blinded Eyes.
fpei,

The Covenant

them

held one to

is,

in the-

Go-

the Breadth

in

and Length
does not take with them \ 'tis far

thereof ; But k
from being all their Befire : After all, as if they
had feen nothing that could fatisfy, they (till cry,
Who will [hew us any Good Plal. iv. 6. The Truth is,
the Heart of Man can never Tee enough. in the Coreft fatisned with, till Grace give it
a new Set, and contract its endlefs Defires For,
that which the unrenewed Heart is mod fet upon,
there's no Provifion in the Covenant, for, but aga'mft

venant, for to

:

it.

VIII. The

And

Spirit of the

is in them
what the Men of
24. Ezek. xxxvi.

Covenant,

that's another Spirit, than

World are a&ed by Num. xiv.
27 / wik put my Spirit within you.

the

Chrift

is

The

Spirit of

the Spirit of the Covenant, purchafed

by

the Blood of the Covenant, lodged in the Fulnefs
Chrift the Head of the Covenant, and
thereof

m

communicated

And

people.

in

fome Meafurc to

may

that Spirit

all

the Covenant-

be icnown by thefc

three Characters thereof.

The Spirit of the Covenant is a Spirit of HoThe great Dcfign of the Covenant, next to
the Glory of God, was the Sanffiification of Sinners,
Luke
74, 75. All the Lines of the Covenant,
1

Unefs.

i.

from the

rlrft

of

them unto the

laft,

meet

in

that

There is a Difplay of cxacl Juftice%
as their Centre.
of rich Grace and
in the Condition of the Covenant
,*

Mercy,
nefs

in the Promifss of

and Power,

Holiness
Part of

it.

in the

it

5

of greateft Faithful-

A&mnifirativn of

it:

But

goes thro' the whole, and every the leaft

Wherefore

Who

'cis

Catted the

holy

Covenant

then can reafonably imagine,
that che unholy are within this Covenant? That the
Set-

Dan.

xi.

30.

"

;

Inbeing in the Cov. of Grace-

$1$

whether Profane, or Formalifts
Strangers to the Power of Qodlmefs, whom no
Bands of Hol'mefs will hold, can be within the
Bond of the holy Covenant ? No, fure they are nots
They have not the Spirit of the Covenant. The
Spirit or' the Covenant, makes the covenanted initially holy ; and to prefs toward the Mark, to
wreftb, long, groan, and pant tor the PerjeBion of
Servants of Sin,

Hoiineis, Phil.

HI

14. It

makes

a

Vein of Hol'mefs

run thro' their whole Man ; their whole Life; their
Thoughts, their Words, their Actions; their Dealings with God, and their Dealings with Men,
The Covenant was erected, on Purpofe to dejlroy
the Works of the Devil : It was a Confederacy
entrcd into by the Father and the Son, for rooting
Sin out of the Hearts and Lives of Children of
Adam ; for refloring the Divine Image in them
and for bringing them again to a perfect Confor-

mity to the Moral Law of the fan Co?nmandmantsB
from which they fell in Adam. For this End, was
the

Condition of

it

performed, the

Promifes of

it

made, and the Adminiftration thereof committed
to the holy Jefus, 1 John iii. 8 For this Purpofe
the Son of God was manifefied, that he might dejlroy
Wherefore, whofoever
the Works of the Devil.
partake of the Spirit of the Covenant, partake of the
Spirit of Holinefs, Gal. v. 18 If ye he led by the
Spirit, ye are not under the Law. ver. 1 6 Walk in
the Spirit ,
2.

The

and ye

[hall not fulfil the Luft of the Flejh.

Spirit of the

free Spirit PfaL li.
of Slaves ; of free

1 2.

Covenant

is

an ingenuous

'Tis the Spirit of Sens, not

Men, not of Bond-men, Rom.
is
There
fome Obedience to the holy Law,
viii. 15given by Unbelievers, the Men of the firft Covenant, as well as by Believers, the Men of the fe-

X

i

'

cond

fry*! °f a

3 14

larQmi phonal

cbnd Covenant And the Eyes of the World can
no Difference, between the Obedience of
fome of the former Sort, and of thefe of the latter
howbsit there is a vaft Difference, which is
Sort
Are thefe within the
feen by the All-feeing Eye.
Covenant praying Perfons ? So are many, who have
no faving Part nor Lot in it, Jfa. Iviii. 2. Are they
Men of Temperance and Sobriety, Juftice and
Honefty, Candor and Faithfulnefs, Men of blamelefs Lives? So are feveral others bdides them, for
Thus far
all that any Man can fee Philip, iii. 6.
But there is a vaft Difference of the
they Agree.
Spirit they are ac~ted by, which makes a mighty
Odds in the Manner and Kind of their Obedience.
Unbelievers are a<5ted by a Spirit of Bondage, fuitable to their State of Bondage under the Covenant
of Works Gal. iv. 24, 25. A JlaviJJj Fear and a
fervile Hope are the Weights hung upon them by
Sin is avoided,
that Covenant, caufing them to go
Duty performed, not out of Love to God and Holt"
:

perceive

;

:

tiefsy

but out of Love to STbemfefces.

a&ed by
State

the Spirit

Believers are

of Adoption, fuitable to their

of Adoption, under the Covenant of Grace,

God

; and they ferve him
Mai. iii. 17. Chrift is their
elder Brother, who loved them, and gave himfelf
for them; And his Love conft rains them 2 Cor. v.
14. The Holy Spirit: dwells in them, hath quickened them, renew'd them, making them Partakers of
the Di'V'me Nature 2 Pet. i. 4
So Sin is avoided

ver.

26.

is

their Father

as Sons, not as Slaves

:

as contrary to their

new Nature, Duty

purfu'd

as

God in
Chrift, hath begotten in them Love to God again,
for a new Principle of Obedience 1 tfitn.
5. By
agreeable to

it.

Their Faith of the Love of

i.

Faith they

truft

on

Chrift,

and on him

alone, for

Life

lnbeing in the Cov. of Grace. 3 1*
And this at once undermines
Lite and Salvation
:

in them, the flavijb Fear of Hell,

Hope

of

Heaven

;

to that thefe

and the

are fo far

fertile

from be-

ing their only Motives to Obedience, that they
cannot be their Predominant Motives ; nay they
cannot be at all in them, but as Enemies to their
Faith and Love 2 Stilt, i. 7. 1 John iv. 1 8. Ycc
withal, it is to be remembred. That it is notflavt/b
for Saints to fear God's fatherly Anger, and thereby to be ftir'd up to Duty Pfal. cxix. 1 20. Heb. xi.
7. Nor to hold the Way of Duty, in Hope of the
Enjoyment of God in that Way, and the Tokens
of his Favour John xiv. 21 ; and in 'the End perfect Happinefs in Heaven; all through Jefus Chrift
alone 1 Cor. xv. 58. Our Need of thefe Thines for
Incitements to Duty, do indeed argue our childiJJj
State, for there will be no Need of thefe Fears and
Hopes in Heaven ; but by no Means a (lavijh State.
Neither is ic at aWjlavifh, to have the Heatt till'd
with a Reverential Fear and Dread of God, upon
the Consideration of his tremendous Juftice and

Wrath

in Hell, againft the mife table Objects thereand to be ftir'd up to Duty thereby, Mat. x.
28. Heb. xii. 28, 29. To look thereunto, and move
away towards God in the way of Duty, with
Fear and {trembling, is very agreeable to the State
of thefe, who have by Faith received a Kingdom
that cannot be moved; but are not yet afcended into Heaven
Who are indeed drawn up out of the
fearful Depth
but are not as yet haul'd up to the
Top of the Rock, tho' the (Irong Chain of the Covenant is fo about them, that they fhall never fall
down again. For, in Heaven, the Awe and Reverence of God, on that Score, will be perfect Jfa.
vi. j, 2 j 3. But ic is flavifh for Saints, to fear

of;

:

;

X

5

their

'Tryal of a faying perfonal
and fervile, to
their being caft into He U for Sin
hope their obtaining Heaven for their Good Works.
And yet that flavifh Fear and fervile Hope, may

3 2* <5

;

-

creep in upon the Children of the fecond Covenant,
and move them to Duty: Becaufe their Faith is

much

Adam

;

remains in them, 'and
us not eafy for them, tho* dead to the Law in
Point of 'privilege, to be dead to it in Point of
But theft impure Mixtures of Selfifhnefs
Practice.
in their Duties, will be humbling unto them : And
they'll loath themfelves, for that they a<5t not, in
their Obedience, with more of the free Spirit and
And their Will in that Cafe
Son-like Difpofition.
is accepted through Chrilt.
3 The Spirit of the Covenant, is a Spirit of Sympathy regulated by the Covenant. There is a Commonnefs of Intercft, and thence a mutual Sympathy,
among Confederates. And this Sympathy among
the Confederates of Heaven, regards both the Head
and the People of the Covenant.
TV(i) They have a native and kindly Sympathy
with the God and Head of the Covenant. 'Tis
true, his effential Glory can never be liable to Diminution ; nor can his eternal Reft m himfelf, be
in the leaft diilurbed, by whatfoever Men or An-

weak,

or the

old

3

gels

may do

beyond

the

or fuller:

Reach of

And

the

Man

Chrifl: is

now

furfering. ~Neverthelefs,'his

declarative Glory in the "World, hath

its

Times

and of being under a Cloud.
a
Sympathy with them, in all their
as
he
hath
Now,
Concerns, their Diflreflts and their Enlargements,
their Joys and their Griefs, Ifa. hi\\l p. Luk. xv.
5. which is a very tender Sympathy, infomuch that
the touching of them is the touching of the Apple of
So they aifo have a very tenfas Eye Zech. ii. 8
of fhinniog

clear,

:

der

Inbeing in the Cov. of Grace.
Sympathy

der

with him,

327

Concerns of his

the

in

They are glad, si id rejoice in the ProfKingdom, Acl. xi. 25, 24. They pray

Glory.

perityot his
tor

continually Pfal. Ixxii.

it

and contribute

;

1 5

Endeavours, in their Stations, to advance

their

'Philip,

11. 7 or

i.

w?

/0

/(?

//<u<?

is

Cbrift.

it,

They

have a Feeling of the Indignities done to his Maas done to themfelves, Pfal. lxix. p Ihe Reproaches of them that reproached thee, are fallen u>
pon me.
And they are Mourners for the Sins of
jelly,

.

others, as well as ior their

the Dishonour they

Law,

his

on the Account

,*

of

God, becaufe they keep not
136. The Children of the Co-

do

Pfal. cxix.

own

to

neither be Oppofers of the Kingdom
but will pur
nor
will they be Neuters
of
their Shoulders to the Work of their Lord, to help
And
ic forward,
according to their Vocation:
without fuch a puliick Spirit, in greater or leffer
Meafure, no Man fhall be able to prove his faving

venant, will
Chrift.,

Intereft

;

in

the

Covenant

himfelf determined

the

for fo

;

Matter,

hath onr Lord
xii. ;o He

Mat.

that is not with me, is againft me : And he that
gathereth not with me, fcattereth abroad.
(2) They have a native and kindly Sympathy
with the People of the Covenant: For they are

Members

iv. 25. The Grace
Men- to be loving and

one of another Eph.

of the Covenant difpofeth
beneficial

to holy

to

Men

;

Mankind, but in
to do Good unto

a peculiar
all

Men,

Manner
ejpecially

who are of the Houfloold of Faith Gal. vi.
The common Bond of the Covenant, engageth

unto them
10.

them

a peculiar Love one to another: Even as
Bond, they are the common Object, of the
World's Hatred. They bear the fame Image of
And that Image will
Chrift their common Head
in

in that

:

X

4

re-

'Trjal of a
recommend all who bear

Ji8

javing perfonal
it,

unto one that

is

with-

in the Covenant himfelf, fo far as he can difcern it.
Wherefore, their Love is & Love to all the Saints
Eph. I iy. And hence arifeth the Sympathy, which
1

every true Chriftian hath with the Church of Chritfthroughout the Worlds and with the feveral
>

Members

thereof

known

to them: Their joint In-

the Covenant, challengeth

it ; tor by the
Covenant, 'there is a near•Relation among them;
and from their Union under the fame Head, refutes
their Communion, i Cor. xti. 12, 16. Therefore,
at Spirit of Selfiflonejs, whereby Mens Concern is all
fwallow'd Up in their own things, leaving thent
no Sympathy with the Church and People of God,
How much
is a ihrewd Sign of a gracelefs State.
more, a Spirit of reigning Enmity againft'Religion,
#nd the Profejfors thereof ; where Religion, and
\vhat concerns it, make Men the fpvciai Objects
An hapf their Enmity, Spite, and Refentment.
bitual Courfe of this, is none ot the Spots of God's
people ; but it declares Men to be of the World,
Job^'uv. "19. / have chofen you 'out of the World',

terest in

y

'

The Spirit of the
therefore the World, hateth you.
•Covenant, will carry Men' quite another Way:
Since, taking hold of the Covenant, they have embarked in the fame Bottom, with thefe whole
H&?$ Chriit is, and who have "declared War agkinft the 'Devil's Kingdom'.

We "will go

with you ; for
is with you Zech. viii. 23.'

To

them

they'll fay,

we have heard

that

God

!

JX- In the laft Place, The Laws of the Cove*
mAtare'/'w their Hearts, namely, the Laws of the
*Xen Com mar/d merits,' the' eternal Rule of Rightecufnefs, }kb\ viii. 10. That Law, in ail its Parts,
•

|s

a

Cppy

of the

Divine Nature^ which

in

Regene-

1

ration
tat:

vi

Jnbeing in the Gov. of Grace;
ration,

32.9

Heart of every

tr'anfcribed into the

is

one''

brought! into the Covenant : And the whole of it
written there, tho* every Part is not written
is
•

alike clear, nor

any Part

As

perfect.

Law

the
cf God reftored in us, fo
In San edification, there
Hearts
is

:

created
there

;

which

is

a

is

new

Man

a Perfection of Parts, tho-

fpeaks

not a Perfection of Degrees in

is

Image

the

written in our

thefe Parts,"

12. This
thefe
four
Things.
in
up
may be taken
?
x They approve or the whole Law, fo far as tis
Pjal
cxix.
128
/
all
thy
them,
of
efieem
known
They
Precepts concerning all Things to he right.
And every Part of the Law, is a Line
love God
Wherefore, loving the Law as exof his Image
prefling the Image of his Holinefs, they muft needs
(ince there's nothing in it,
love the whole Law
And as
but what is aTranfcript of that Holinefs.
the Head of the Covenant, is in their Eyes alto-

Eyb.

Cer.

2

24.

iv.

v.

17.

1

Cor.

jriii.

:

:

;

v. 16; the Laws of the Covehim, muft be fo too.
Why do

gether lovely Cant.
'nanr, being like

not Unbelievers love the holy Law, but becaufc they
do not love a holy God ? Rom. viii. 7. But Believers
in Chrift, muft love the Law
Image or his Holinefs is expreit.
The holy Law condemns many Things in them';
yea every Thing of theirs, fo far as 'tis morally im-*
perfect
And fd do they themfelves, confenting unto
the Law, that it is good Chap. vii. 16. It con-

loving
alio,

a

God

holy

lince in ic the

:

demns

every Sin

Evil he

is

moft

;

even one's molt beloved Sin, the

eafily

led afide into

very Gaiife, the unrewned Heart

:

And

for that

hates the

Law.

Grace of the Covenant, makes a Man to
leave his Complaint on himfelf; to approve the
Jjaw9 and condemn his own Luft contrary thereto,

But

the

Rom.

^rial of ajctving perjpnal

5^0
Rom.
ment

The Law is holy, and the Commandand juft, and good. ver. 14, But I am

vil 12
holy,

carnal.

2 fhey have an Inclination of Heart, towards
the whole Law, fo far as they know it, Pfal. cxix.
that my Ways were dire Bed to keep thy Statutes !
5

O

There is in them, a nVd Principle, which lies the
fame Way witi the holy Law ; bending away
from what the Law forbids, and towards what the

Law

them

do they

too,

over

it,

Gal.

v.

and

and

7.

1

for

;

a contrary Prinit

:

But

fo

breath-

Principles

Victory
Conformity to the holy Law,

is

a

new Set

exerting

Conformity to the

for

is

fights againft

lulling for the compleat

full

This

new Birth

which

that contrary

againft;

ing, longing,

the

True, there

directs unto.

ciple in.

of Heart, given in
not in lazy IVtJhes
Lav/, but in a reiolute

itfelf,

enduring to the End.
Hence
habitually endeavour to conform,
in their Praffice, to the whole Law, fo far as they

Struggle for

ihey

3

know,

it,

will

6 then

Pfal. cx\x.

when I have RefpecJ
If the
it

Law is written

out again

in

I not

{hall

unto all thy

he

Heart, he

in one's

his Converfation

:

afioamed,

Commandments.

And

will write

a fan&iiied

will certainly make a holy Life, Matth. vi.
22 If thine Eye be Jingle, thy whole Body floall be
Where's the Efficacy of the holy
full of Light.
Covenant, if Men may be within the Covenant,

Heart9

and yet
but to

live like

thefe that

are

without

it ?

Nay,

whom foe ver

appeared,

it

the Grace of God hath effectually
will have taught them effectually, to

deny Ungodlinefs and worldly Lufls, and to live foherly, righteoufly, and godly in this prefent IVorld
Tit.

ii.

11, 12. If the

you not

Grace

of

to the Duties of Piety

the Covenant, bring

towards God, you
have

Jnbeing in the Cov. of Grace. 331,
If you are brought unto
have no faving Part in it.
thefe, but withal left at Liberty from the Duties of
Right eoufnefs toward your Neighbour, that you do

!

not loath, but dare to be unjufl in fmaller or greater
Matters ; you are yet /;; the Gall of Bitternefs, and
in the

,

Bond of

Iniquity,

Luke

11 If ye have

xvi.

not been faithful in the unrighteous Mammon,
will commit to your tfruft the true Riches ? If

who
you

borh thefe, and yet not
fiber, but left Slaves to your fenfual Appetite, and
For they that
fleJJjly Affections, you are no better
are Chr/ft's have crucified the Fleflj, with the AffeBions and Lufts Gal. v. 24. But whofo have fled
to the Covenant of Grace in Chrift, for Lire and
Salvation, and withal are honeftly endeavouring
Conformity to the whole Law in their Practice, they,
howbeit in many Things they mifs their Mark, do
Ihew themfelves to be within the Bond of the
holy Covenant, and ought to take the Comfort
thereof, as the Divine Allowance to them, 2 Cor, i.
are brought forward unto

1

:

1

2

Our

Con-

rejoicing is this, the tfeflimony of our

fcience, that in Simplicity

and godly

Sincerity, not

flefljly Wijdom, but by the Grace of God, we
have had our Converfation in the World.
Lafth, Their Souls ly open to what of the Laws
of the Covenant they know not.
They are content

with

know them, defirous to be taught them, that
may conform unto them, Pfal. cxix. 26 ^Teacb
me thy Statutes. There are many Sins of ours, hid
unto us ; becaufe there's much of the Laws of the
Covenant, we do not dijeem.
And Hypocrites
do not defire to know the whole Law They're

to

they

:

willingly ignorant of

they

fome Things

have no Inclination

the Jincere }

thereof,

becaufe

them.
being content to part with every
to entertain

_

But
falfe

Way,

IrialofafavingperfonahSiC.

3ft%
Way, and

to take

upon them

the

whole Yoke of

Chrift, hating Sin as contrary to God's Nature and
WiU, and loving Duty as agreeable thereto, do of

Courfe ly open to the further Difcoveries of Sin and
Duty: They come to the Light John iii. 21. They
fay, S^to «/&'fl& //?£ not, teach thou me Job xxxiv.
3 2. Search me, O God, and know my Heart : 2ry
me, and know my ^thoughts : And fee if there he
any wicked Way in me, and had me in the Way
Everlafting, Pfal. exxxix. 23, 24.

And this much (hall fuffiee to have fpoken on the
Fifth Head, namely, ^the atrial of a facing perfonal
Jnbeing in the Covenant of Grace.

HEAD

333

HEADVL
The

Way

of Enstating Sinners
perfonally and favingly in the
Covenant of Grace.
Y

the
it

Marks and Characters

appears, that they

who

are ferfonally

ftated in

given,

are but few,

and favingly en-

the Covenant of Grace;

Comparifon of thefe, who are
But we are allowed
it
to offer it to Strangers ; to invite and call them,
who are without the Covenant, to come into it, and
fo to compel them to come in Luke xiv. 23. Here then
are the glad Tidings of the Gofpel
There is a
Covenant which was entred into, from Eternity,
between God and Christ the fecond
;
a
Covenant of Grace, made in Favour of Sinners of
Adam's Race, ruined by the Breach of the Covenant
in

Strangers to

:

:

,

Mam

In it, there is full Provision for your
of Works.
Salvation ; to relieve you from all the ruining Effcas

3?4 Way ofenftating Sinners
feds of the broken

firft

you, compleatiy happy.

Covenant, and to render

The

Condition of this

Co-

venant
is
indeed high ; being fcrewed
up to a
Pitch by the Demands of the Law
and Mice: Yet
there is noting on that Fart,
to difcuurage

from the Covenant

you

for

*

your

femiromEccffl^.itjw*

Inability beino-

laid

upon

fore-

OnAbat

is

mighty, to perform it; and now
it is already performed and fulfilled^ your Hand, by
that rarity

one Oirift Jefus.

Only, the Prom ifes remain to be
bo the Burden of the Condition is
over
without you and ye are called to
the Benefit of
the Prmmfes.
And, that ye *iay have the more
fulfilled,

-

*

clear Acceis thereto, the
Adminiftration of the

venant,

is

put into the

Co-

Hand

of the fame Chrift
Jefus : And he is entrufted with ail
the Promifes, to
fulfil them to Sinners.
He hath begun to fulfil them
to all, who have taken hold of
the Covenant; and
is ready to fulfil them
to all, who yet fhall take
hold thereof. For that End, he hath
made his
Uejament of thefe Promifes, and conftituted
Sinners of Mankind his Legatees
that whofoever of
;
them will, may come, claim, and take the
Water
of Life freely Rev, xxi.i 17. The whole of the Covenant is in him.
In him is God, the Party-contractei- on Heaven's Side 2
Cor. v. iq He himfelf
is the i/arty-contra&er
on Man's Side And in him
:

arc-ail Believers,

and
In him

really

and reprekntatively
the Covenant, and that

\

all
is

as fulfilLd

the
the
:

Elect legally

Condition

He

is

the

of

Lord

our Rigfceou/nfs cr xxiii. 6. In him are all the
J
Promt]es, yea and amen 2 Cor. i. 20 ; all meeting in
him, as Lines or a Circle, in their Centre ; and
fure and ftedf aft, noways liable to' mifgive, as did
.

the Promtfe or the Covenant of

Works, in

the

firft

Adam.

in the Covenant of Grace.
Adam. And he as a King, hath emitted

f

^55
his royal

Proclamations, bearing that wbofoewer will come
into him, and unite with him as Head of the Covenant, fhall be taken into it, and have a Right to
all

the Privileges

thereof,

in

him, and through

j

him.

brought to you, and fet
; fo that ye muft
needs
be, either Receivers, or Kefufers of it. Refufe it
<take
That's dangerous beyond Expreflion.
not
Sinners, ye are under
hold of it ; for it is your Life.
the Covenant of Works, where there's no Life, no
But the Boor of the new CoveSalvation for you
nant is opened unto you come, enter into it withFlee, and make your Efcape, out of
out Delay.

Thus

the

Cotenant

is

before you, in the Gofpel

:

:

•

the Dominion of the Law, the Covenant of Works,
ye were born under, and are living under : And

by your accepting
Covenant offered to you in the
Gofpel ; to the enfiating of yon perfonally in it, to
all the Purpofes of Life and Salvation.
in nowife be done, bat

that can

and embracing

this

Sinners enfiated in the Covenant, by
Faith or Believing.

TO

clear

your

Way

neceflary to {hew,

into the Covenant, it is
by what Means it is, that

a Sinner embracetb and is enfiated in it, eftc&ually
unto Salvation.
And this, in one Word, is by
Faith, or Believing on Jefus Chrift, Afts xvi. $
Believe on the

Lord Jefus Cbrtf, and thoujhalt be
faved.

;
.

Sinners enftated in the Cov.

%$6

m

faved. The Covenant of Grace is held forth,
the Gofpel„ unto you : God faith to every one oF
you, J will make an everlafting Covenant with you,
even the fare Mercies of David : And to clofe the
Bargain with' you, and ftate you perfonally in.it,
all the Intents and Purpofes of Salvation, all that
required of you is to hear, that is to believe
Hear, and your Soul (hall live Ifa. lv. 3. He that

to

is

helieveth,

is

within the Covenant of Grace, perfo-

nally and favingly

:

He

that

believeth not,

is

flili

under the Covenant of Works, where the firft Adam
Faith is the Hand, whereby one taketh
left him.
bold of the Covenant, figns it for himfelf, and clofeth
the Bargain for his own Salvation.
?Tis the Mouth,
whereby Sinners confent to the Covenant, that God
becomes their God, and they his People. Although,
while ye are without the Covenant, the working of
perfeB Obedisnce under the Pain of the Curfe, is required of you and, more than that, faffcrmg alfd,"
even to the Satisfaction of Juftice ; and both thefe,
in virtue of the broken j?r/? Covenant: And, when
ye are once brought within the Covenant, Obedience
to ail the Sfen Commandments, and fnffering of the
Difcipline of the Covenant in cafe of your Failures,"
are required of you, in virtue of the new Covenant
Yet to enter you into the Coveye are entred into
nant, and enfiats you in it, unto Salvation, no.

;

:

thing

required of

is

Only believe

Chrift.

you,

Mark

Do&rine

of the Gofpei, in

you

and

will,

Damnation

:

you, believe,
If you

Times

but
v.

that yc believe on
36,

this

is

the

Point.

conftant'

Do what

believe not, you remain in a State of
Whatever is done, or not done by
and you are in a state of Salvation.

ihould fay
over, that

it

with

your Lips, a thoufand

you accept of the Covenant

;

if

you

;

hy Faith or Believing!

%fj

you mould come under the moil folemn and awful
Bond and Engagement to be the Lord^ cxprefly
taking the fame upon you, in Prayer, of otherwifc j
it you mould write your Covenant, and fubfcribe ic
and mould take the Sacrament of
'vith your Hand
Chad's Body and Blood upon it, to confirm all Yet,
if you do not with the Heart believe on Jel'us Chrift,
you embrace not the Covenant, you miL the faving
Hold of it, and remain without the faving Bond of
And if you mould this Moment with the Heart
it.
believe on Cnrift, having no Accefs to fpeak, pray*
Yet, the Moment you bewrite, or communicate
lieve, you are perfonally and favingly enftated in
;

:

:

out of it, thro' the
your God, and all the
Tho* you had
Promifes of the Covenant are yours
miffed the Grip of the Covenant Ten thoufand
the Covenant,

Ages of

to

never

Eternity

God

;

fall

is

:

that Cafe, you have it firm and
6 He that believeth, and is baptized, floaU be faved : He that believetb not, JhaU
be damned.
And, that believing on Chrifi, mould be the ap-

Times
fure.

before

Mark

pointed

in

;

xvi.

Means

nant of Grace,

End

of that

pears by thefe
Jfirft,

1

of entring Sinners
is

Coveand
The which apinto the

very agreeable to the Nature

Tranfa&icn.

great

two Considerations

Hereby the Grace

following.

of the

Covenant,

is

pre-

ferved entire, in the Difpenfatton of the Covenant

and by that Means, the Promife
the Seed

Rom.

to lVorks y as

any Work

iv.

Faith

\6.

Grace

is

to

is

is made fure to all
contradiitinguifhed

Debt Chap.

iv.

4,

5.

li

upon which
we were enftated in the Covenant, and got the
Right in the Promifes then the Covenant and Beor Doing of ours, were that

;

Y

neri>

e

338

Sinners enftated in the Cov.

would be of Debt to us, contrary to
and Deftgn of that Method of
Salvation, which is to exalt the free Grace of God,,
and to cut off all Boafting from us Eph. ii. 8, o.
But the Nature of Faith's Efficacy in the Bufiucfs,
is adapted to that End and Defign of the Covenant:
Inafmuch as, it is a Grace, not giving, but purely
receiving ; taking all freely from Chrift, without
Money, and without Price, laying the Strefs of the
Acceptance with God, wholly en what
Soul's
Christ hath done and fuffered and entirely renouncing ail Doings and Sufferings of our own, in

nefit thereof,

End

the declared

•

And

that Point.

thus the Promife

is

For whereas the Plea of any Work of
be a very uncertain one

;

and Jiedfaft, as grounded

Faith's Plea

[Ure

to us

ours,

would

is

:

ever fur

ailenarly

on what Christ

Sinner's

entring into

hath wrought.
Secondly,

Hereby the

the

by uniting with Chrift the Reprefentawhom it was made, as Party-contra&er;
which is the Scripture-account of the Matter, John
x. 9 I am the Door: By me if any Man enter in, he
Jball be fa<ved : And fo the Unity of the Covenant,
Covenant,
tive, with

is

and the Reprefentation

Men
by

in

it,

are

preferred.

entred into the Covenant, fome other

their accepting properly called

forms

Way,
to

If

as

them

Perand promifing
Reprefentation
the
that
Cafe,
In
formance of them
and there would be,
in the Covenant, is mar'd
of Grace, as there are
many
Covenants
in E'ffccx, as
Times; at leaft,
different
it,
at
Perfons embracing
and
one,
ours another
be
would
Covenant
ChrihVs
of
contrary
which
is before
the
therefrom,
diilinc~tCovenant
the
of
But
Scripture.
the
evinced, from
for

propofed,

themfJvcs

the

:

;

Grace being made with Christ as/hond Adam,

by Faith or Believing.

Name

in the

of

all

follows, that the

sonally into

it,

related to the
j

And

fuch as fhould be hi s

only

Way

of

one's

muft be by becoming

Head

;

339
it

plainly

entring perhis,

Handing

of the Covenant as our

Head:

by Faith, and no Work, nor Confent of
ours differing from Faith, that we are united co him,
and become Members of his Body Eph. iii. 17. How
it is

do we

all

fo as to

enter perfinally into the Covenant of
partake of the Curfe, in it ? Is

Works%
it

not,

J

;

{

through our becoming, by natural Generation,
Branches of the fir ft Adam the Reprefentative in
that Covenant ? Hereby, every one of us is perfinally entred and enftated in that Covenant, before
we are capable to approve or difapprove of the
Even fo,
fame, to csnfent to it or dijfini from ir.
we enter perfonally into the Covenant of Grace, fo
as to partake of the Benefits, in it, by our becoming Branches of thzficond Adam the Reprefentative
therein
And that is through Fa.th, in Subjects
capable of afiual Believing. 'Tis by being ingrafted into Chrift, we come to partake of the Covenant and Benefits thereof. And hence it is, that
:

capable of aBual Believing, nor of
knowing what the Covenant is, yet having &he
Spirit of Faith, are perfonally entred into it, and
Infants, not

forasmuch as chat Spirit of Faith,
them, to a real uniting them with
Hereunto agrees God's giving Chrift for
Chrift.
a Covenant-, that in him, People may have the
Covenant, and all the Benefits thereof.
As Geo,
in making of the Covenant, took Christ for all%

enftated in
is

effectual

ic

;

in

for the Condition,

and

for the Parties to

Adam

receive

trie

So Sinner j,
in accepting and embracing of the Covenant, ar t ro
¥ 2
cake
Promifes

;

he being a fecond

:

Sinners enfiat e din the Cov.

34°

him

take

all

for

as he
-•

whole of the Covenant, the

the

;

Parties and Parts of

it

too, being in him, forafmuch

God, as well as Man, fccond Adam.
thus ic appears that uniting with Chrift the
of the Covenant, is a Sinner's formal entr'mg

is

And

Head

into the Covenant

:

by Faith on him,

The which

uniting with him,being

it is by believing
on Chrift, a Sinner embraceth, enters into, and is
enftated in the Covenant, unto Salvation.
Where-

evident, that

'tis

reach Chrift by Faith, and ye reach the CoIf ye mifs him, ye mifs the Covenant, in
:

fore,

venant

Point or

and Salvation,

Life

But here

arifeth

a

weighty Queftion, to wit,

Quest. What

that

is

unites with Jefus Chrift,

Believing, by which one

and fo

enters into the Co-

venant of Grace ? Ans. The clearing of

this

being fo neceflary, to direfi Sinners in their
into the Covenant, for their eternal Salvation
(fiall,

what now remains, addrefs our

for

Point

Way
we

;

felves

to

the Consideration thereof only.

And to begin with the Word, by which the Holy
Ghoft cxprefleth what we call Believing, whether in
whofocver (hall duly
the Old or New Teftament
confider the Import of it. in the Scripture -ufe thereof, will mid; that it is Juft trufting, trufting a Word,
;

And

Perfon, or ^fhmg.

and

trvjling in

uTual with
in tivt

t:s

port

;

in

Old and

Originals

Ik

liii.

hence the Scripture-phrafes

and believing

of believing to,

in,

that

is

trufting to,

the former, PhraLs, however

uiv

Conversation, yet ordinary, both

New

Teftament, according to the
a Word, as to a Re-

I: is the trufting
i.

/» his

the trufting a Perfon

:

Words Mai.

cvi.

12.

So, in the Stile of the

*

lis

Holy

Ghoft, the Ifraelites believed in the Lord, and in
bis Servant Exod xiv. 31. He ielieved not

Mefes

in

b) Faith or Believing.
in his Servants

He

Job

iv.

18,.

hit

is,

as

j^i

we read

ir,

And it is the trujlmg a
them.
Stbmg too So, in the fame Stile, Job xxxx. 12
Wilt tbou believe in bim (to wit, the Unicorn) that
he will bring borne t by Seed ? i. e. Wilt thou trift in
him, that he'll do it ? Dent, xxviii. 66 tfbou JJjalt
put no Truft

in

:

c
Life ; that is, as we read it, Ibou
no TrUft in
Jhult have none Ajjurance of thy Life
it, beca ufe no Certainty about it.
The Phrafeology

not believe in

t by

;

lame in the New Teftamenr, as being brought
from the Old, only in a different Language.
And taking the Meaning of the Holy Gbcfl in this
Matter, from the Words which he teacheth, as we

is the

into

it

are directed

1

Cor.il 13, we conclude, Thar Faith

him in the Scrip: ure, is
trusting, the truft tng of a Word,
and of a Perfon, and 'Thing, held fcortri in chat
Word.
Now there is a twofold Word, to be believed or
trufted of all thefe, who would tf/;f<?/* into th'c Covenant of Grace, in a faving Manner: Namel^, tTic
Word of the Law, and the Word of the Gofpel.
or Believing fo exprefl by

in

the

general,

The believing of the former, is a Faith of the Law
the believing of the latter, a Faith of the Gcj'pel
Ol whicn, in order.

A Faith

0/

//?<?

Law,

;

:

preparatory

for the Covenant.

TH

E

Frf//# 0/

nijtration

f fo

Law,

is

not

indeed

/*?%

and Mifof Condemnation, and not of Right sou
w *£t
Y 3

Faith

:

For the

Law

is

the

Word

54^ Faith of the Law, preparatory
as fpeaking nothing of a Saviour, an Atone;
ment, or an imputed Righteoufnefs, 2 Cor. iii. 9.
Neverrhelefs, it is a neceiTary Antecedent thereof,
according to the dated Order of the Difpenfation or

iiefs

The Faith of the Law, is like the
the Covenant.
hearing of the ftrong Wind, the feeling of the Earthand feeing of the Fire ; in which tho* the
Lord was not, yet they ferv'd to prepare for hearkning to the jlill fmall Voice ^ in which he was, 1 Kings

quake,

xix.

the

11, 12. Accordingly, the Faith of the

Work

ingFaith

Manner.

of the Spirit of

of the

Gofpel

The former

,*

God,

tho'

as well as

wrought

he works,

Law

is

the/^y-

in a different

as a Spirit of

Bon-

by the Law,
The latter he works

dage, convincing of Sin and Mifery,

Rom. viii. 15 with John xvi. 8.
as a quickning Spirit, enlightning the Soul in the
Knowledge ci Chrift, by the Gofpel, 2 Cor. iii. 17,
18.

Whofoever then would enter into the Covenant of
Grace, muft in the firft Place have a Faith of the
haw : For which Caufe, it is neceiTary, that the
Law, as well as the Gofpel, be preached unto SinAnd that Faith of the Law, confifts in a
ners*
'Belief ofc thefe three Things.
Firft, By it a Man believes that he is a Sinner.
The holy Law pronounceth him guilty : And he
'believes the Report of the Law concerning himfelf
particular ; his heavy and forrowful Heart, by
this Faith, ecchoiiig to the Voice of the Law,
guilty, guilty ! Rom. iii. iq. The which Faith refts
nut on the tfeftimony of 'Man, whether, fpoken or
written ; but is a Divine Faith, founded upon the
0ftifmn# of God, in his holy Law demonftrated
by the Spirit of Bondage, to be the Voice of the
him in
kterndi
...... God.* and the Voice of that God to

m

.

for the Covenant.
And

345

That his Life
and Converfation is finful, difpkaling and hateful
in the Sight of a holy God, according, to the Divine Teftimony, Rom. iii. 12 'they are all gone cut
particular.

of the

thus be believes (i)

Way

they are together become unprofitable,
none that doth Good, no not one.
He is convinced, that he is gone out of the IVay of G* d, and
Walking in the Way o- D-itruction ; that the Number or his Errors or Omifiion and CommiiTion, he
cannot underfiand
and that all his Righteoufneffes,
there

is

•

as well as his Unrighteoufnefles, are as filthy Rags
beiore tiie Lord.
(2) Thar his Heart is full of

Mifchief and Iniquity, according to the Divine
Teftimony, Jer. xvii. p the Heart is deceitful
above all things, and defperately wicked.
The

Law

fhining into the Heart, dijeovers divers Lulls

which he little noticed before ; and preHjng
the unholy Heart, irritates them: And thus fuch
a Myftery of Iniquity within his Ereaft, opens to
there,

his

View,

as he could never before believe to haie

Rom. vii. p / was alive without the Law
But when the Commandment came, Sin revived and I died. (3) That his Nature is quite
corrupted, as one dead in trefpaffes and Sins, ac-

been there.
once

:

}

cording to the Divine Teftimony Eph. ii. 1. To the
Verdict of the Law Who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean > Job xiv. 4. His Soul, by this
Faith, ecchos back, unclean, unclean
/ wasjJjapen
in Iniquity, and in Sin did my Mother conceive me.
He is convinced, his Difeafe is hereditary and na!

tural; and that therefore his Nature muft be renewed: That other wife, he not only does no Good,
but can do no Good. In all thefe Refpe&s, he beheves himfelf to bean Object lothfome in the Sight

of

God

;

lothfome

in his

Nature, Heart, and Life.

Y a

Secondly,

;

I4.4 Faith of the

Law, preparatory

By it a Man believes, That he is a
and undone Sinner, under the Curfe of the Law
liable to Vengeance, according to the divine Teftimony, Gal. iii.' i o Curfed is every one that conSecondly,

lofi

tinuetb not in all things written in

t ha Book of the
can no more lock upon the
ijurfe, as Tome itrange Thing, belonging only to
fome Monflers of Wickednefs, and not to him For
the Spirit of the Lord, as a Spirit of Bondage, applies it clofly to him; as it he faid, Sfbou art the
Man. And,, like one under Senrence of Death pronounced againft him, he groans out his Belief of
K, under the Prefllire thereof, Luk. xv. 1 7 I perijb.

Law,

He

do them.

to

:

By

Laftly,

it

a

Man
He

to recover himfelf.

by any Doings

believes his utter Inability
believes,

or Sufferings

that

of his,

he cannot
remove the

Curfe of the Law from off him ; according to the
Divine TefHmony of our being without Strength
that Point Rom. v. 6; Nor change his own i\fature, Heart, and Life, fo as to render them Acceptable to God ; according to the infallible TefHmony, Jer. xiii. 23 Can the Ethiopian change his
Skin, or the Leopard his Spots ? $hen may ye alfo

m

He is
do Good, that are accuftomed to do Evil.
in his own Eyes, as in the Sight of God, a fpiritually dead Man ; legally dead, and morally dead,
as the Apoftle
fn. p.
•

of

Tfris
ir,

testifies

of himfelf in that Cafe

Rom.

"

«

the Faith of the Law.
And the Effect
a legal Repentance, whereby a Sinner is

is

is

broken arid bruifed with Fear and ^terror of the
of God; grieves and forro wet h for Sin, as
a ruining and deftruflive Evil; and therefore really
defires to be freed from it; defpairs of Salvation

Wrath

by himfdf
ts

./.,

..

;

and foioufly
..

.

..:\

looks aut for Relief allo<

t

-

t j

Kr

:

for the Covenant.
Way,

ther

Aft.

ii.

17.

and
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xvi. 2$. 30.

Thus the

'Law is o/rr School mafter to bring us unto Chrift;
and the Faith of the Law, makes Way for the

Not that, either this legal
of the Go/pet.
Faith, or legal Repentance, is the Condition of our

*J?aitb

Welcome

Chrift

to

and the Covenant of Grace:

Our

Accefs to Chrift and the Covenant, is proclaim'd free, without any Conditions or Qualifications required in u.s, to warrant us Sinners of Mankind to believe on Jefus Chrift, as was mown before.

us,

to

But they
make ufc

are necefiary to

move and

excite

of our Privilege or free Accejs to

Covenant ; infomuch that none will
embrace the Covenant,- withgreater or lefler Meafure.
Even as ii

Chrift and the

come

to Chrift, nor

out them in

a Phyfician mould caufe proclaim,
freely

cure

all

That he

the Sick of fuch a Place,

employ him
In which Cafe,
employ him, but fuch as are
:

'tis

plain,

fenfible of

will

that will

none will
fome Ma-

lady they labour under; yet that Senfe of a Malady is not the Condition of their Welcome to that
Phyfician ; nor is it requiftte for his curing them,
but for their employing him.

Now in calling you to embrace the Covenant,
ye are called indireftly, and by Confequence, to this
Faith of the Law: Namely, to believe that ye are
Sinners in Life, Heart, and Nature ; loft and ununder the Curfe and utterly unable to refelves.
Yet it is not faving Faith, nor
doth it enftate one in the Covenant of Grace
That's peculiar to another Kind of believing, of

'done,

;

cover your

which

in the next Place,

r/tf

The

34#

F*ith of the Gofpel,

The Faith

of the Gospel,
ting in the Covenant.

tn ftit-

Faith which unites to Chrift, is the
Faith of the Gofpel. For the Gofpel only is the
Miniftration of Rigbteoufnefs 2 Cor. iii. o.
*Tis in it that the Righteoufnefs of Faith is revealed unto Faith j reveal'd to be believed en, Rom.

SAving

i.

It

17.

is

the alone Wordy

which

gives Sinners

the Norice of a Saviour, of the atoning Blood,

the

New

the only

Covenant in that Blood

;

Word, by which faving

ten in the Heart of a loft Sinner.

the

Gofpel, the

and

and therefore
Faith

Word

In the

Lord and Saviour

is

begot-

is

of

Chrift, with ail

and Covenant, is; and that to be be^
appears from Rom. x. 6, 7, 8, 9.
So that, the Word of the Gofpel being receiv'd
by believing, we have Chrift, and his Covenant,
with all the Benefits therecf Saving Faith being indeed the Eccho of the quickned Soul, to the Word
of Grace that bringeth Salvation ; a trufting of
the Word of the Gofpel, and the Perfon to wit the
Saviour, and the ihing therein held forth to us,
his Benefits

lieved

on,

as

:

to be believed on for Salvation,
lieve the

cur

Gofpel

Report?

Ifa. liii.

Gal.

iii.

2.

1

Mar.

Who

i.

hath

Z°be hearing

1

5

Be-

believed,

of Faith.

by which we are united to
Chrift, entered into the Covenant of Grace, and
The which Beenftated therein unto Salvation.
This

is

lieving

that Believing,

may be

explain'd in four

Particulars;

0)

Faith of Chrift's Sufficiency,
(2) The Faith
of the Gcjpel-Offer, ($) The- Faith of our Right

The

to

to

enftatin<r in the Covenant.
3 47
Chrift, And (4) The Faith of particular STruft
So putting the

tor Salvation.

Qu e

o n, What is that Believing, by which
I a loft Sinner under the Curfe of the Law, may
unite with Jefus Chrift, and [0 enter into and he
enftated in the Covenant of Grace, to my eternal Salvation}

s

t

1

Wc Answer

thereto directly in thefe

four Particulars, by way of Direction in this momentous Point, whereon Salvation depends.
I.

The Faith of

In the
is

firft

Chrift* s

Place you

Sufficiency.

are to believe,

Christ

a Fulnefs of Salvation in

That

there

tor poor

Sin-

Report of the Gofpe),
Eph.
iii.
8. ibat I Jhould preach
concerning him,
Gentiles,
the
among the
unfear cb able Riches of
to fave them to the
able
He
is
Chrift. Heb. vii. 25
ut term oft, that come unto God by him.
In the Word
of the Gofpel, Chrift is held forth as an able Saviour
able to fave Men from their Sins, and from
the Ifrath of God.
His Merit is a fufficient
Sconfe, again ft the Tempeft of fiery Wrath, which

This

ners.

is

the conftant

;

incenfed juitice

ready to caufe to

is

Tranfgrcifers, Jfa. xxxii.

fly forth

A Man Jhall

2

againft

be a Co-

vert from the Tempeft.
His Spirit is fufficient to
fanefcify the moll unholy, i Cor. vi. 1 1.
And fucb
%
were fome of you
But ye are wafljed, but ye are
:

fanflified, but ye are juftified

Lord Jefus, and by the

in the

Jslame of the

The

Spirit of our God.

Righteoujtiefs he fulfilled as the Condition of the

venant,

is

ib

valuable in its

of his Father, that
fication,

{fits

to Sinners,

I

who
:

and

in the

Co-

Eyes

to procure Juftiother faving Bene-

it is fufficient

Santl ificat ion, and

kand Damnation

felf,

all

in thcmfelves deferve

So that they

are happy,

Death

who

are

s

'The Faith of Chrift

548
in

him

they lhail never perifh, but have everlaft-

;

ing Life, being eternally fecure under the Covert of
his Righteoufhefs, as a diffident Defence.
Believefl
thou this ?

This

is the general Faith of the Gofpel, which
without particular Application, doth not
unite the Sinner to Chrift, nor enter him into the
Covenant and may be found in Reprobates and
fallen A.ngels, being only an AfTent in general to

being

•

the Truth of the

20, 21. and

Thing,

Good

Part

in

of the

it

;

I

xiii.

firft

I

muft

firft

believe a

before I can truft to

in it [elf.

muft

GofpJ, Mat.

But, by the Nature of the
prerequisite to a Faith of

application: For

Saying to be true

my

29.

neceflarily

'tis

particular

for

Do&rine

viii.

believe

a

Thing

felft before I can believe that

it is

it

be

to

Good

for me.

But where the Faith of the Gofpel is carry'd
ward, to uniting with Chrift, the Ejjecl of

for-

this

general Faith,

And

that

is

is very valuable, as well ai> necejjary,
an high Efleern of Chrift and his Co-

venant, an ardent Defire of Union and Communion with him, a Longing for his Right eoufnefs as
;

a hungry
for

longs lor Meat, or a thirfty Man
The Man fees indeed, that he has no

Man

Drink.

Inrereft in Chrift and his Righteouinefs ;
but he 'would fain have it All is faplefs to him,
without it; his Soul within him cries, give me
Chrift, or elfe I die : And he is content to part
with all for him, and to take him for all. Tnis
is taught us in the Parables of the tfreajure hid in
the Field, and of the Pearl of great Price, the
finding out of which, moves to fell all and to buy

fpecial

:

them, Mat,

xiii.

44, 45, a6.

How-

Sufficiency.

Howbeit
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of Chrift, isdifferent from that, which follows upon the Soul's
Union with Chrift, when once Faith hath taken

View

Value
lx*iii.

Deiire,

Efteem and

him and

of

Poffeffion

a

this

his

Defire

Worth, and
ii.
7. PfaL
all this Efteem and
of Self- prefern) at on and

mentioned
25. The true Spring of

;

and hath got

Benefits,

of his intrinsic fupereminent

which

the

is

is

the Prinicplc

i

Vet.

,

'i

View

of Chrift as fuited to that End.
Merchant-man is feeking goodly Pearls for his

the

The
own

enriching; and feeing that the one Pearl will anThe
fwer that Defign, he is reftlefs till he have it.

poor Sinner

which

is

is (till

Law's Curfe,

hotly purfu'd with the

ringing Death and Damnation in his

In the mean Time, he gets a diftant View
of Refuge ; and therefore he makes

Ears.

of the City

forward to it, with all Speed But what makes him
run, but Life, Life, precious Life, that he may
not perifh ? Verily, he cannot be expe&ed to aft
from a more generous Principle, before he is united
to Chrift, John xv. 5 Without me ye can do no*
But let him not fear ; he's welcome to
thing.
Chrift, even coming to him from no higher Prin:

ciple.

The Truth

fets the Principle

is,

the

Lord

Jefus,

by

of Self-prefervation

his Spirit,

aftir,

being

and ufeth it as a Mean to
haften Sinners unto him.
This is evident from the
Complaint, John v. 40 And ye will not come to me y
that ye might have Life.
Can one imagine, our
Lord will reject a Sinner coming to him for Life,
when he complains that Sinners will not come to
a Thing in

him

itfclf

for that

Good-,

End

?

II.

Sfbs-

The

3$o

faith of the

The Faith of

II.

the Go/pel

Offer;

In the ne;rt Place, you mull believe, That Jesus
Christ with his Righteoufnefs and ail his Salvation, is by Himself offered to Sinners, and to
Tou in particular.
This is the plain Voice of the
Gofpel, to all unto whom it comes. Ifa. \v. i. Ho,
every one that thirfteth, come ye to the Waters, and
he that hath no Money ; come ye, buy and eat> yea
come, buy Wine and Milk without Money, and without Price.
Rev. xxii. 17 Whofoever
take the Water of Life freely.
Prov.

will,
viii.

let him
4 Unto

O

Men, 1 cM, and my Voice is to the Sons of
But alas! lew believe it: Yea none will
believe it to Purpofe, till the Spirit of the Lord
make it plain to them, and perfwade them by an

youy

Men.

inward Illumination. Many fecure Sinners hear
the Gofpel, and are glad of the Offer: But they
They hear it
decern not Christ's Voice in k.
not,

as the

Word

of the

Lord

Chrift himfelf,

to

them ; but as the Word of Men Llence, it hath
no due Authority upon their Consciences fo, they
pafs it over lightly.
Thus were his Offers of himfeli' entertained,
when made by his own Mouth,
:

;

but he not difcerned, as the eternal Son of God,
and Saviour of the World. So, m the Congregation of Nazareth, all bare him Witnefs, and wondered at the gracious Words which proceeded out
of his Mouth. But they faid, is not this Jofeph'j
Son} Luke iv\ 22. And in a little, they rofe up,
and thurfl him out of the City ver. 29. Again,
when the Voice of Chrirt is difcern'd in the Offer,
by die convinced Sinner; then the Sinner is ready to
conclude, That it is to ethers, but not to him. Unbelief

Gofpel-Offcr.
belief faith,
is lofty

we

351

but our Bones are dried, and cur Hope
are cut off for our Parts Ezek. xxxvii.

They cannot believe, that fo good News from
Heaven concerns them, or that fuch a good Word
1

!

1

is

:

directed unto them.

lieving

he

is

God,

with

all

And

thus

Men

not

in the Record given of his Son,
his Salvation offered to them, do

be-

That
make

him a Liar i John v. 10.
But where faving Faitb is a working, the Word
Gofpel-ofter is, by the Holy Spirit, apply'd to
the
of
the Soul in particular, with Power, as the Word of
the Lord himfelf, and not of Men ; whereby the
Man is affured, That 'tis the Voice of Christ, and
Whereupon he applies it to
to him in particular
hi?n/elf, by believing, i fhef.'x. 5. For our Gofpel
came not unto you in Word only, but alfo in Power,
and in the Holy Ghoft, and in much Ajfurance.
Chap. ii. 1 3 The Word of God which ye heard of
us, ye received it not as the Word of Men, but {as
it is in Truth j the Word of God, which effectually
worhetb alfo in you that believe. This is altogether
neceffary; infomuch that without it there can be
no receiving oi Chrift, forasmuch as otherwife the
Soul can fee no folid Ground and Foundation of
Faith for it felf : For 'tis evident, there can be no
receiving aright, where the Sinner doth not believe
the Offer to be to him in particular.
And here begins the Application of Faith, an Application ten:

ding to Union with Chrift.

W herefore,
7

you would unite with Chrift, and
Covenant of Grace, fift your fclves
before the Lord, as condemned Sinners, under the
Curfe of his Law: And hear and believe the Word
of his Gofpel, as dire&ed to you condemned and curfed Sinners, in particular.
So will it come unto
if

fo enter into the

you

%$Z

The

Faith of the

you, as the rifing Sun, to one fitting in Darknefs/
and in the Shadow of Death; or, as the Offer of
a Pardon, to one under Sentence of Death.
And
let not your Heart mifgive you, by Unbelief; but
firmly believe the Offer to be made, by Christ
himfelf, unto you, as it is in very Deed, Ifa. lv.
3
Hear, and your Soul fhdll live, and I will make an
everlalhhg Covenant with you.

But here

it is

.neceflary,

i.

But Chrift

to

remove the following

QbjeBions.

Object,

now

is

in

Heaven, and I

hear no Voice from thence Flow then can I believe, that he himfelf is offering himfelf to me ?
Ans. Tho'-ChriH: is in 'Heaven, yet he is fpeaking
:

howbeit not by a Voice
from Heaven to us
founding through the Clouds, yet by a Voice foun*
ding in the Gofpel, Heb. xil. 25 See that ye refufc
that fpeaketh from
not him that fpedksth —
Heaven. And not'only is his Voice in the Word of
the Gofpel, but he himfelf by his Spirit is in it, as
;

——

the

that

A pottle
'tis

a

teacheth

Rom.

quichiing

Word

%. 6, 7, 3.

Thence it
John

to dead Souls,

is,

vi.

The Words that I fpeak unto you, they are Spiand they are Life. 'Tis the lively Seed, whereof the new Creature is rorm'd, 1 Pet. I 23.. Jefus
<5$

rit,

Chriil did once, by a Voice
Clouds,

(pelak a

Word

founding through the

of Conviction

A&s

ix

;

4, 5.

But even in that Cafe, the Word of .the Offer of
himfelf, was remitted to the preaching of the Gofpel

by a Meffengei- thereto appointed ver.

And
Word,

6.

the Voice of ChriPc, founding in his written

more jure than a Voice founding thro' the Clouds
This Voice in the Word, is the
i.
1 8,
1 p.
(tared Ground of Faith, with which Faith mud
«lofe for Salvation, Rom. L 16 The Gofpel of Chrift:
is

z Pet.

It-

^^

GofpelOfer.
Jt

is

Power of God unto

the

that

For therein

to

every one

the RighteFaith
And
no true faving Faith, where it is not rever. 1 7

believeth.

cujhefs of God revealed

there

Salvation,

is

from

is

"Faith to

very Voice of the Lord hixnfclf
Therefore you rauft receive the Word
of the Gofpel, as the Word of Christ himfelf, as in
1

tfbef

the

as

ceived,

ii.

13.

Dead it is.
Object. 2. But Chrift

in the

Word

doth not name me

How

then can I believe,

very
pel,

:

of the Gof*

that he oftereth himfelf, his Righteoufnefs, and Salva:ion, to me in particular? Ans. Neither doth he

name you in the Word of the Law, whether in the
Commands thereof, or in the Curfe there* f. How
do you come to believe, That y< u are a Sinner*
Is it not, that, the Commands of the Law being
directed to all Men, you conclude and believe,
that, you being of the Number of Mankind, they
are therefore dire&ed

you

in

to you

in particular, as well

And how come

as to others?

you to

believe,

that

particular are trader the Curfe pi the broken

Is it not, that, fmce the Law denounceth
Curfe a gain ft every one, that, being under it,

Law?
its

breaks

it

Gal.

10.

iii.

Rom.

ill.

19.

You do con-

clude and believe, That it curfeth you, forafmucli
as you are one of thefe Breakers thereof?
you

Now

have as

fuffieient

Ground,

to believe that the Offer

to you in

particular; forafmucn as
without Exception, unto whom
the Gofpel comes Rev. xxii. 17. Ifa. lv. 1. 'Tis
ordered to be made to every Creature under Heaven
Mark xvi. 15 And how finful foe ver you are, you
Chrift 's Voice is unto
are one ot thefe Creatures.
Men:
Sons
Men,
And, be wiiat you will, you
of

of the Gofpel
it is

made

is

to

all,

:

are one of

Mankind

Sinners:

Z

And

therefore

the

Offer

3$'
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Otter

is

dingly,

^^ ^
*/

to you in particular

we

Accor-

Proi;. viii. 4.

are warranted ro apply the general

Of-

one in particular ; and every one is
warranted to apply it to himfclf. A6is xvi. 31 'Be-.
to every

fer

lieve on the

Lord

J efits

Chrift,

and thou

Jloalt be<

want

Sali-

faved.

Object.

5.

But

alas!

I fear,

I

fications determinative of thefe, to

whom

the

"

theCjolpel-

I dread, chat I have
not as yet got a due Senfe of Sin: And our Lord
fays exprefly, They that be whole need not a Fhyfi-

otter is particularly direcle.l.

am

not come to call
Repentance Mat. ix.
12, 13. The -Gofnel-c frer runs in thefe Terms, Ho y
every one that thirftetb, come Ifa. Iv, 1 ; Come unto
me all ye that labour and are heavy laden. Mat. xi.
28
IVhofoever will, let him take the Water of Life
freely Rev. xxii. 17: But, when I view my own
Condition, I very much fear, I have not as yet
reached that tfhirft alter Chrift, and that Willing*
nefs to take him, which thefe Texts fpeak ot ; and.
that I cannot- be accounted one truely labouring and
heavy laden : How then can I believe, that Chrift
oilers mrnfeU to me in particular? Ams. It is moft
certain Truth, That, i,nlefs you have a due Senje of
Sin, nniefs you thirfi after Christ and his RighteOrfiefs, unlefs you be heavy laden with the felt
Burden of Sin, and willing to take Chrift on any
Terms; you will never rake him, by a true Fattb.
Neverthelefs, whatever ^.alifie at ions you have, or
have not, yet, it you are a Sinner of Adam's Race
(and I hope, you doubt not that) Chfust is offered to you, together with his Rightcoujnefs and all
cian, but they that are fick

the Righteous,

but Sinners

:

I

to

;

his
xvi.

Salvation,
15.

For,

Prov.

viii

4.

John

howbeic there are

iii.

16.

indeed

Mark
certain

GofplOffcr.

35$

Qualifications neceiTary to

move you

ye: there are none at

hamper

all

to

to take

Ch

id;

the Gojpel-ofer:

But Chrift is really {fered to you, be in v\har Cafe
yod will; fo really chat it you do not believe it»
and thereupon receive an offered Saviour, you will
be damned tor not believing Mark xvi. id.
"lis undeniable, the leis that Sinners are fenfible
of their Sins, they are the farther from Rtgkteoufdo the more need Chrift, and are the
"fiefs; they
more to be called to Repentance. This is evident,
from the whole Tenor or the holy Scripture, and

And there-,
from the very Nature of the Thing.
fore, 'tis Sinners in the general, and not fenfible
Sinners only, who are meant Mat ix 12, 13:
Even as it is Jick People in general, comprehending
even thefe or them, who are fo delirious, as to
think nothing ails them, that need a Phyjician ;
and not tbefe Sick only, who are fenfible of their:
This is the plain literal Senle
State and Hazard.
of that Paffage, from which there is no Neceffity
to depart: And the departing from it is attended

With a manifeft Inconvenience.
Neither is the tfbirfi, mentioned Jfa. lv.
be reftrifted to a gracious tfbirft, a i hiriT
Christ and his Right eoufnefs. For fome, at
of the

thirfting ones,

made,

are

to

whom

the Offer is

Money for that which

fpending

1,

to.

aftec
lean:,

there
is

nop

Bread, and their Labour for that which fatisfieth
not ver. i, 2
But 'tis evident, that Sinners duly
:

fenfible,

who

Jkigbteoufnefs,

are

are

Labour, at that
that which alone

ihirfting after Chrift

is

Jefus Chrift the true

Heaven.

mid

his

not ff ending their Money and
Rate; but bn the contrary, foe

Bread, and

fatisfieth,

namely,

Bread which came down irom

Wherefore, the

Z

fthrrft there

2

meant, mnft
needs

<Ihe Faith of the

j $6

needs comprehend, yea and principally aim at, that?
Thirfl after Happinefs and Satisfaction, which being natural, is common to all Mankind.
Men
pained wich/Hr Thirft, do naturally run, (or quenching thereof, to the empty Creation, and their fulfom

And

fpend Money for that which is
Labour for that which fatififieth not; finding nothing there, that can fatisfie
Lulls

:

not Bread,

fo they

and

their

Now

that their Appetite or tfhirft.
to Men in this
wretched Cafe, is the Gofpel-ofTer of the Waters

of Life,

made

Christ

:

Fatnefs,

what

.painful

Zhirft,

quenched,

And

as

is

offered to

them, as Bread,

Good, and will fatisfie that their
which otherwife will never be

is

ibid.

the folemn

little is

to

28, reftricted

Gofpel-orYer Mat.

a certain Set

of

xi.

Men, endow'd

with fome laudable Qualifications, going under the
Name of labouring and being heavy laden ; the
which do indeed denote the Reftlefnefis natural to
the fin ml Soul of Man, fpending its Labour fo?
that which fatisfieth not Ifa. v. 2. Our Father Adam left his whole Family, with a Confidence full of
I

Guilty

we

and a Heart

full of

Thus

unfiatisfyd Defires.

naturally having a reftlefs Confidence,

and

relSoul
as
naturally
the
Heart,
(alls
labouring
a
iefs
And it labours, in the barren
for Reft to them.

Region

of

the

fiery

Jcience; and in the

the

Heart.

But

heavy laden with

Law

y

for a Reft to the Cc;;-

empty Creation,

after
£«/'/*,

all,

a

the

for a

Confidence

whether

it

Reft to
is

flill

has any lively

Feeling thereof, or not; and the Heart is frill unSo neither the
der a Load of unfatisfyd Defires.
This is
one, nor the other, can find Reft indeed.
And to Souls thus
the natural Cafe of all Men.

Labouring and Laden, J Jus Chnft

calls,

that they

may

Gojpel-Offer.
come

iTiay

to
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and he will give them Reft:

him,

Namely,

a Reft for their Consciences, under the
Covert of his Blood and a Reft to their Hearts,
the Enjoyment of God, through him.
To this
Interpretation we are led, by the Stile of the Scripture, the Phrafwology of the Holy Ghofl, both ill
the Old and New Teilamcnt j the which may be
view'd in the following Texts compared, to wit,
\

m

Ecclef. x. 15.

zTim.

iii.

As

Finally,

you

afraid

Hab.

ii.

13.

ly.

Jfa.

2.

and

i.

3,4.

6, 7.

the

for

which you arc

iVillingnejs,

are defective in, furely, in all other Cafes,

he that faith, Whomever ivill let him take fuch a
Thing, will, according to the common Senfe and
Underftanding of fuch Words amongft Mankind,
be reckoned to offer that Thing unto all, and to
exclude none from it; however it may bear an Intimation, that it is not to be fore'd on any.- Why
then mould this Manner of Speech Rev. xxii. 1 7,
be thought to limit the Gofpel-ofter to a certain
Set of

Men ?

Wherefore, we" conclude,

Bar

in

Way

the

That

of any of you

:

Chrift lays

Do

no

not ye put

Bars in your own Way, and then complain ye cannot get over them.
For, according to the Holy
Scripture, it is infallible Truth, That Christ is
offered 'to
:

v.

10.

III.

you,

Believe

lar

it,

and every one of you,
elfe

The Faith

Furthermore,
_^

Christ

is

ye

Right

of our

you

in

make God a Liar

mud

believe,

the Saviour of the IVorldy

Z

5

to

particu1

John

Christ*

That Jesus
and your Sav:::r

7 he

3 58

Faith of our

vwur

in particular, by ivjs Father's Appointment,
and his own Offers and that, by the fame Appointment and Offer, his Righteoufnefs the Condition

of the Covenant, and eternal Life the Promife of
the Covenant, are yours ; Yours (I mean not, in
'Poffe/fion,

but)

in

Right 'thereto j

fo

tar

that

as'

you may lawfully and warrancably take 'PoJ&ffioh
of the fame, and life them as your own. ro ail ntents and Purpofes of Salvatf n:
John iv 42 W'e
;

know
the

that this

World.

Do

*uiour.'

2

is

indeed the Chrift

Sam.

xxii

not think this too

much

more than what is neceflary
If you believe only, in
Chrift.

iio

Chrift

is

to be

J

m

your Saviour

more, than

believe

i.

cf
^-/ -'my S&-

for

%is

you:

to laving Faith in

Tnat

the genual,'

the Saviour or the World, but believe nor,

is

that he

the SAv-iour

and Luke

3

what do you

particular*

Devils do? They believe

ejus a Saviour 'Mark

i.

niiri

would
your Sa-

If you'

24.

go beyond them, you mud believe he is
viour; and confequently, that his Righteoujnefs
j

and Salvation are yours, in the Senfe bet, -re opened:
For where Christ is given, with him are freely
given all things J- And, pray cOniider, how can yetake him or receive him, as your Saviour:
he is
i-r

not yours indeed?

A Man may

fraudulently take

what he doth not believe to be bis by
Right: But no Man can fairly and hone lily claim
and take Pcfl.ffion, of what he doth not believe to

Pofkffion, of

be "his own.

Certainly,

to

we can

before

us,

•RiiCEivE

nothing,

Heaven John

Hi.

God

receive

receiving

on

former

the Foundation

Gift

is

is

:

firftgi-x^ Chrift

For a

it

to

can

be

ours, here, are Correlates:

fufficient

Man

given him from
Giving on God's fart, and

except
27.

muff

him

or"

the latur.

make a Thing

And

the

Now
ours.

God's
Theretore

^
m

Right
fore

believe

particular

firmly,

that

;

That

Chriit

is

Righteoujnefs

his
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to Chrift.

jour Saviour in
jours, and t-

is

ternal Lite yours.

XT
poor Sinner, by IsaQuest. But how can I, a
9*
that Chrift is
turh.nuer the Corfe, believe
we
Life,
and eternal
that his Righteoufnefs,
.

m

viour,

believe

line> A«w. You may firmly
Teftimony
you have the Word and
Gofpel.
holy
his
in
God upon it,
were
cZl wl ich the ApoftlesApcftle
y^\Vn te^h? The

e erer

^ tot" the

fenr, in the

John

0^,

wr.atcver he
Chrift then, by
it he
Saviour of the fftrtt? And
Mankind,
of
are c" c of that World

IS

Name

declares

is in.the

it,

ft cut

h, and jou

he not therenot believe
ye
then
to e jour Saviour? Why
be a
to
Heavens,
in the
U> God fet the
pauge
therefore
you
not
to, lufforhi: And do
as
the Light ot that Sun,
that you have a Rfcfe to
and accordingly
;
well as the reft of Manland
by
it, as your own
by
read
or
ic treely, to work
is

will

•

beeaufe

it

-t

L^

As

G&,

alfo

is

g
^ ff£

fee G,ft> Jefus Chrift
/<* " *'£** *
the World Jonn v.ii. t*
appropriate h Jj*
Faith
And
lfixlix.6:
'Light, and my ftfc*H»
favine 7fa Lord * my
a Member ot thefc
you"are
Now
Pfaf ixvii i.
the
Iceues to wit, the World, and
,
that is, grven for a Ln

««

Mte

,0*fe:

Therefore he

is

,** J£*,

own Word np.n
Will you take Chrift's
F<rt»
You have it John vi. , a. iffy
your
g
1
from
Bread
you the true
his
&J' '£
you Bread, you'll reckon
bour
fa artlofj
and
offufficienttomakeityom;
to

1.

omiH

7

Hewn

N

ow

as ?

w

«*

If

your

Prince

faf" tf^JJ*
J

The

%6o

Faith of our

Houfe or Land, which he hath en unquestionable
Right to difpofe of, you would reckon them truly
and would freely go and dwelt
yours by his Gift
in tnac Houfe,' and poffefs that Land, as you own.
How is it then, That, when the Father gives you
his Chrift, yet you will not believe that he is yoursy
nor take Pofleflion of him as your own ? Why, the
Truth ot the Natter lies here: You believe yout
;

Neighbour, you believe your Prince-, but you believe
not your God, in his holy Gofpel, but make him
a Ltar^ not believing the Record that God gave of
his Son i John v. 10. But, whether ye'll believe it,
or not,

'tis

a

Truth, that Chrift

is

your Saviour

And you will not believe it now, to your Salvation, you will undoubtedly fee your Miftakc hereafter; when perifhing you'll be convinced that you
perifh, not btcaufe you had not a Saviour, but becaufe you neglected to make Ufe of him.
In like Manner, the Righteoufncfs of Chrift is
yours, namely, that which he fulfilled as the Condition of the Covenant.
'Tis yours by Heaven's
Gift, being given you with himfelf ; and therefore 'qs
if

Rom.

called the Gift of Right'eoufnefs
teft anient ary

Gift,

Stcfiameni, wherein

made over

v.

to you

Sinners of

17. '£is a
in

Chrift 's

Mankind, without

Exception, are the Legatees, as hath been already
Eternal Life is another fuch Gift or Legacy: So it is yours too. And you have the Recleared.

,

cord,
it,

Teftimony or Witnefs,

that

it is

given you,

the Record, that

And

1

of

John

God hath given

m

God
v.

to

1 1

himfelf

And

upon

this is

us Eternal Life

not God's own
Record a lurBcient Ground for Believing ? Wiil
you venture to difbelicve it, on any Pretence whatc
soever.
Here you haze that Record, namely, fhat
God
this

Life

is

bis Son.

Is

Right
Hod hath given

to

imagine that

you'll

to Chrift*

^6i

us Eternal Life.
it

It

may

relates only to actual

be,'

Belie-

vers in Chrift, or at mod to the ElecJ ; and ufc
that for a Defence of your Unbelief.
But, I pray
you, conlider, 'tis the Ground and Warrant for all
to believe on Chrift, and to lay hold on Eternal
Lite in him
being the Wit nefs of God, which he
hath teftified of his Son, to be received by all to
;

•whom

the Gofpel comes ver. 9 : But, that God
hath given Eternal Life to a certain feled Set of
Men, can never, in Reafon, be deem'd to be z

Warrant

Men

all

for

great Sin of Unbelief

cord

But

doth not

to

lies

Moreover the

believe.

not believing this

in

Re-

not believing that God
hath given Eternal Life to affual Believers, or to
the ElecJ ; for the mod defperate Unbelievers believe that, infomuch that their Belief of it adds to
their Torment
But it lies in their not believing
that to Mankind-finners, and to themfelves in par:

it

ly in

:

ticular,
flies in

God

hath given Eternal

the Face of the

Gofpel

This is what
God, which is

Life.

of

Deed of the Gift and Grant of Chrift
of Mankind, deGrant thereof to be made them, and

the proclaimed

and

all

his

claring the
calling

Benefits, to Sinners

them

to take Pofleffion of the fame as their
6 Unto us a Child is born (the Word
figniries prefented bom, as to his Relations
having a
particular Intereft in him
as Macbir's Children
were prefented to Jcjeph, and laid on his Knees
Gtn. 1. 23. and Ruth's Son, to Naomi Ruth iv.
17.;
Unto us a Son ts given. John in. 16 Godfo loved the
World, that be gave his only begotten Son, that whomever Lehevetb in him, foould not perijb, but have

own.

Ifa. ix.

;

fiverlajhng Life.

1

CorJ. 30

Chrift Jefus^vho of

God
is

%6z

The Faith of our

unto us (nz nely, by legal Defoliation)
Sanclification, and Redemp*
Righteoufnefs,
Wifdom,
is

made

Uon.
fee, you have ah infallible Ground
Aci of Faith, namely, the leliimony of
God that cannot lie. Wherefore, as ever you would
be united to Chrift, and fo enftated in the Covenant, believe firmly, that Christ is yours, his.
Righteoufnefs yours, and Eternal Life in him

And

thus you

{ok this

'

yours.

Application of Faith, than
from it For, thus one beHeveth the Efficacy of the Divine Appointment,
and of the Gofpel -offer.- If God appoints Chrift a
Saviour to you, witn his Righteoufnefs and Eternal

This

is

the former

a
;

more

and

clo.fs

arifeth

:

Lire j and Chrift offers himfeif to you accordingly :
Surely, the Effecl of that Appointment and Offer,
muft be, that they are indeed yours, to be ufed by
If you beyou, as your own, for your Salvation.
lieve that Appointment of the Father, and the Son's
be
Offer; you mutt needs believe this: For ir they
real, and not ludicrous Deeds, they certainly convey

to

you a Right

Salvation

;

his

to Chrift,

Flight eoufnefs,

and

them, thefe mull be
claimed and ufed by you,

fo that in virtue of

yours, to be warrantably

It is
as your eimi, for the Purpofes of Salvation.
ivt doubted, but Men's Deeds of Gift, and their
nvey fuch a
Offers, real and ftot ludicrous, do c

Right
made.

to the Parties, in

Favour of whom they are
having a Sum or Mo-

If a Friend of yours,

in a Neighbour's Hand, fiiouki, especially
in Writing under his own Hand, apDeed
by
to relieve
point and ordain that Sum a Gift to you,
ao
make
you would
you out of a certain Strait
it
take
foucftion, but you might go and claim ir, and
up:

ney lying
a

;

^

Chrifi:
36$
nis
own
Hand,
he
up: If, having
as a Gift, yen would make
ftioXxL. offer it to you
And,
no Gjicftioo, bur you might take it to you
own
by
your
k
your
as
Friend's
Cafes,
ufe
in bocn
And (hall not the Father's
Appointment or Offer.

Right

to.

Sum

the

ia

s

Ordinance and Appointment
as <.frkac:

>u $

its Ejjicacy

with

ins

?

and' Chrill's

Offer',

be

Why then will you not bejieye this
Why will \ou not believe that Chtist
?

Righteuujnefs

and

Eternal Lifey are

yours ?

Truly, the believing hereof

the very next

is

to the Soul's uniting with Chrift:

And

!

propoied to the Sinner, as the

him

clofs

unto

God

nearefr.

in Chrifi,

Means

Hof

Step

therefore 'tis

xiv.

i

to bring

Return

He's thy God, thou haft
a Kig.it 'to him, return come even to him, take
Accordingly,
Pofltfiion of him as thine own God.
the Sinner coming unto him by Faith, comes on
this very Ground, Jer. iii. 22 Bebold y we come
unto thee, for thou art the Lord our God ver. 21
S'ruly in the Lord our God is the Salvation of Jfraeh
As Hagar's Eyes were feafonably opened, to (ee fhc
had a Well by her, wnen fhe had given up her Son
for Dead: So when the Sinner lLs in his Death's
Wounds from the Law, in a Work of Conviction,*
the Spirit of Faith opens his Eyes, by Means of the

unto the Lord

thy God

:

'

~

glorious Gojpel, in
lb that he fees he

a

Work

or faving

Illumination,

hath a Saviour , a Right eoujvefs,
And then he prefently apprehends

and Salvation.
or grips the fame as his own.
fMt believed, thai; he had ytt

Thus

the

Prodigal

and a Ftfhfor'j Houfe, where there w*is enough and to fpare;
ana then arifeth and goeth to him, L«£* xv. 17, 18.
Oejpct. 'i If it be true, that Christ is my Saviour, tnat his Right eoufnefs and Eternal Life in
him,
a Father,

Ofy* Faith of our

J<*4

him, arc mine; then I may be eafy, Til certainly
be faved without any more ado. Ans. That's but
a Cavil, b.ft fuiting thcfc who, being indifferent
about Chrift and his Salvation, think it not worth
iheir Pains ferioufly to confider fuch
Things.
One
truly weighted with the Matter, and
duly^confidering" being once brought to believe ibis
would
rather fay, "Then, fince Christ is really

my Saand Eternal Life mine;
1*11 take him to me, I'll
receive and reft on him
* as my Saviour, 1*11 rely on his Kigbteoufnefs
9
cc
and look for Eternal Life in him
Why mould

*
*

viour, his Kigbteoufnefs

,

:

C£

1 be

have a full Saviour? Why
I go naked, fince I have a compleat Rigbtefor ever, fince I

loft

"

ftiould

*

eujnefs,

«<

Why

made over to me by Heaven's Gift?
mould I die, when I have Eternal Life in
P Chrift ? " Put the Cafe, you did fee a Man at
the Point of Starving, tor Want of Bread ; and
out of Kindnefs and Pity to him, you ftould ap-

point and ordain
Store,

for

ftiould carry

ing,

Ha,

Meat

Prefervation
it

his

Life

,•

own

and withal

!

and fet it before him, fayand my. Father have orand welcome. If that Man

Meat

dain'd for you, car,

Oh

him, out of your

of

to him,

there's

ftiould fay,

for

I

I

may

not take

it,

for

it is

not

wine own

would you not tell him, that your
;
Gift, Appointment, and Offer of it to him, makes
it bis, (o chat with a good Conference, he may freely eat it as his own Bread ? But fhould he then reply, and fay, Why then, ifit is mine, without any
more ado I'm fecured from ftarving I need not ac
all beat Pains to take and eat it
would you not
reckon him, either mad, or but jelling with you,
not fallible 'of his Hazard of Starving ? The Ap;

;

plication

Eight
plication

is

It

obvious.

io that he may ufe
keep him from ftarving

own,

:

and

fo ufe it as his

by

nefit

it.

Even
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to Chrifl*

own,

not Meat's being one's

is
it

freely as fuch,

that will

He
if

muft take and eat it,
he would have that Be-

fo it is not Chrift's

being yours,

and Salvation, that will fave
you You muft take Poffeffion of him, and make*
ufe of him as your own, for Salvation, if you would
There's a wide Difbe actually faved by him.
ference, betwixt a Thing's being ours in fimple
Right thereto, and its being ours in PoffeJJion. 'Tis

-with his Righteoufnefs
:

in the

former Way only, that Chrift is yours, bewith him
And it you do not improve

fore uniting

:

by receiving him, and taking Pcffefjion, you'll
perifh eternally for all ir. Heb' iv. i Let us there-'
fore fear, left a Promife being left us of entring into his Reft, any of youjloould Jeem to come fhort of
it. Luke xvi.
If ye have not been faithful in that
which is another Man's, who [hall give you that
which is your own ?
Object. 2 Eut Christ a Saviour, his perfed
Righteoufnefs, and Eternal Life, are Things fo
exceeding great and precious ; and I am fo very
finful and unworthy ; that 'tis mighty hard for me,
that,

n

*

Answ. Yea, here indeed
of Believing
when once a
Sinner's Eyes are opened, to fee the tranfeendanc
Excellency of Chrift, the exceeding Sinfulness of

to bdieve they are mine.
lies

a great

Difficulty

-,

A

and his own utter Unworthinefs :
Difficulty
not to befurmounted, but by the effectual Operation

Sin,

or the Spirit of Faith, cauftng one to believe, according to the working of his mighty Power Eph. i.

But for your Help, confider, they are yours
1 p.
by mere free Gift ; which is fo far from requiring
any Worth in the Creature, that it excludes all

Re-

The

^66

Faith of -particular

Christ himfelf is the Father's
Refpeci thereuo.
Gift to you John iv. ro. and vi. 32. His Rigbtecufnejs is a Gift too Rom. v. 17. And To is Eternal
tife

a

m

<?//*

him 1
£ And

7^#

v

*•

1

Now,

what's freer than

then, howbeit they are indeed a G//*

far beyond whatever jw» could- have expetfed ; yet
they are not too great tor an infinite Cod to give9
In making of this Gift he. acted not according to
the Dignity of the Party in whofc Favour it *as

made,- but according to himself, his own GreatMean whiie, tho* the Gift is
ttefs ana Mvjefty.
quite above your Dignity yet it is no more than what
Ir lefs could have anfwered
your Need required.
your Nc-ctffity, there's no Ground to think a crucified Chrift, the Son of .Goxi, would have been
It you
ob but fuppofe it, you
prepared for you.
\

mar

that Exprefli

God

so*

>n

of

match lefs Love, John iii. 16
gave his only be-

loved'the* World; that be

gotten Son.

-Wherefore/ argue with your

felf in this

Manner.. "The Gift is indeed unipeakable, but
* no lefs can ferve my Need ; if Chrifi be not mine,
*'
Since therefore God hath laid k
I muft perifh
9
" that hchzth given me Christ and the Gift is
€C
not above him to give 5 and no lefs" can ferve my
:

•

" Turn
*c

I mart arid will believe, that he
\
39
with his Right eonfnefs and Salvation.

IV.

The Faith

of particular

is

Trust

mine,

for

Salvation.
Finally, You mud wholly trtifl on him as your
Saviour, and in his Rigbtcoujnejs as made over to
'you ; and that, ror his whole Salvation to you in particular,

Word.

upon the Ground

And

this

h

cnac

God's Faithfulnefs'm his
faving Faith, or Believing
on

of
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Trufi for Salvation.

which a Sinner is united to
eft Cbrift Jtfus, by
enter
d within the Covenant of
pcrlonally
him, aud
xvi. 3 1 Believe on the
A&s
Salvation.
unto
Grace,

Lord Jejus

Cbrift,

and thou JJj alt

be faved. Pfal,

ii.

—

;
12 Ktjs the Son left be be. angry, and ye perijlo
pit
their
in
that
him.
ail
they
tfruft
are
BUffed
And xxxvii. 40 Re Jhall fave them, becaufe they
In him Jhall the Gentiles
truft in him. Rom. xv. 1 2

Compare

truft.

the

Or,

Faith.

10. Rom. i. 17. therein is
God revealed from Faith to
is the Kighteoufnefs of God by

Jfa. xi.

Righteoufnefs of
^therein

Faith, revealed unto Faith, to wit,, to be believed
See Philip, iii. q. Gal. ii. \6 We
or trufted on.
have believed in Jefus Cbrift, that we might be
juftified.

Ads

xv.

the Grace of the
1

Theft

ii.

13

Men, but (as

IVe

11

believe

Lord Jefus

Cbrift,

Te received

it

it is

in

that through

we (hall

not as

tfruth) the

be faved.

the

Word of

Word

of God.

ihat your Faith fjould not ft and in the
Wifdom of Men, but in the Power of God. Thi%
1

Cor.

ii.

5

according to the Scripture, is a Sinner's receiving
and refling upon Cbrift for Salvation, as favingFakri
is defined in our Catechifm : And this is
indeed
Believing, and nothing but Believing, according to
the fcriptural Ufe of that
Firft,

I fay,

This

is

Word.

the Scriptural receiving

and

'Tis the receiving of him, in the
holy Scripture, John i. 1 2 As many

refting

on Chrift.

Senfc

of the

as received him, to them gave he Power to become
the Sons of God, even to them that believe on his

Name: Where
by

believing

the receiving of Chrift,

on his

Name.

is

explained

God

hath appointed
Chrift Saviour of the World, and ysur Saviour.
You hear the fame publifht in the Gofpcl and you
accordingly believe, that he is your Saviour by his
•

Fa-

%6%

The Faith of particular

own Offer : Hereupon, you Truft on him, and on him alone, for Salvation, and ail that you need for your Salvation.
Is not this a receiving of him for your Part, in the
Character of a Saviour, wherein his Father fent him
forth to you ? Is it not a taking of him to your
Father's Appointment, and his

felf, as offered to you ? Our Lord complains ot the
?'ews John v. 45 that whereas he Came in bis
atber's Name, they received him not, to wit, in

the Character wherein he was fent, namely, as the
Me/pas, the Saviour of the World, and their Saviour, trufting in him that he would fave them.
This plainly appears to be the Meaning, if one
compares herewith the Words there immediately following j If another [hall come in his own Name,
him ye will receive, q. d. Ye will believe him, to be
the Mefftas, and your Saviour, and truft on him,
accordingly, that he will fave you; the which has

been often verify 'd, in that unbelieving People.
Moreover, this is refting on Chrift, in the Scripture-

Manner

fenfe of that

of Expreflion, Jfa. xxvi. 3

Sfbou wilt keep him in perfect Peace, whofe

Mind

is

And
Becaufe he truft eth in thee.
indeed one cannot devife, what Way a Perfon can
reft on a Iford, or a Soul or Spirit can reft upon a
Perfon, but by trufting them or trufting in ot on
them. It is faid 2 Chron. xxxii. 8 The People refted

flayed on thee

:

What
themfehes upon the Words of Hezekiah.
Way can one imagine, they did fo, but by trufting
them? Chap. xiv. 11. Help us, O Lord our God;
How could they do fo, but by
for we reft on thee.
trufting on him for their Help ?
Secondly, This is believing, in the fcriptnral Ufe
of that Word, which in our Entry on the Queftion
under Coufi deration, we eftablifhed from the Scripture

;

Trufk for Salvation.
hire

it felf.

For,

it is

a trufting

369

or trufting in

of,

a Per]on, namely, Jefus Chrift, and God in him,
the perjonal ObjVcfc of faving Faith Acls xvi. 31
a trufting in a firing, namely, The Righteoufnefs
of Chriit, the ultimate real

Objed

of Faith

1.17; and a trufting in a Word, namely,
cord and Teftimony of God, the Word of

Rom.
Re-

the

the Pro-'

mife of the Gofptl, the Proximate or neareft real

Object

of Faith,

And

ibid:

for the great

all this

And then,
Purpofe of Salvation.
fuch believing: For, thus "Faith

nothing but

'tis

not explained

is

into, but is a Thing quite diftind from, the
Nature of a Work, as the Scripture contradiftinguifheth Works to Faith.
Wherefore, we conclude, That this Trust is
that believing on Chrift, by which the Soul is United
to him, and lavingly endated in the Covenant. And
for opening of it, we fhall take Notice of thefe five
Things plainly imported in it.

away

First, This Truft imports, not only

sl

Willing^

but a (incere and honeft Defire, to be delivered from Sin and Wrath a Defire to be fanffify'dt
as well as to be ju/iifyd ; to be delivered rrom the
nefs,

;

reigning Power, Pollution,.
Sin, as

that of the Apoille iicm.
liver

me from

through
ting

on

Pfoffice, and

well as from the Guilt of

J

the

vii.

Body of

ejus Chrift our

it

14, 25

this

;

Inheing of
according to

Who

Death!

Lord.

fj all de-

I thank

God

a trufChrift, not for the Half of his Salvation,

to wic, Salvation from

Wrath

For,' 'tis

only,

which

is all

the

Sruft of many, being by no Means defirous to part
with Sin ; but for the Whole of it, namely Salvati-

on from Wrath, and Salvation from Sin too, which
is the principal Part thereof Mat. i. 21,
Now a

Man may

indeed fear that from one, which he doth
not
a

A

The

370

Faith of particular

But no Body

trufts in one. for what he
a believing with the Heart
Rom. x. io. The whole Salvation of Chrift is the
Believer's Choice; 'tis the End he defires to com-

not

defire

:

Faith

defires not.

pafs:

And

the

is

krufi

of

Faith,

Means, to compafs that End
Secondly, A renouncing of

all

is

exerted as

the

Confidence, in all

that is not Chrift or in Chrift, as to the Matter
of Salvation particularly. In this Zruft, is overturned Self-confidence, Law-confidence, Creatureconfidence; and the Soul builds on a quite new

Ground, Philip, iii. 3 We rejoice in Chrift Jefus,
and have no Confidence in the Flefh. Jer. xvi. 19
and Jhall fay,
£be Gentiles Jhall come unto thee
have
inherited
Fathers
Lies
Vanity, and
furely our
For 'tis a truf^things wherein there is no Profit.
ting wholly on Chrift and his Righteoufriefs, a truf-

—

with all the Heart Prov. iii. 5.
tnis Rate, the Believer is carry'd
Acts viii. 37.
of the Law, to the Blood o£
Works
off from the

tingy or a believing,

At

Jesus, for his Jufiification ; and carry'd out ot himjelf
too, unto the Spirit of Holinefs in Chrift > for his

Salification

:

Being perfwaded, That no

do///g

nor

fuffering of his own, can procure him the Pardon
of, or atone for, the leaft Piece of Guilt ; and that

he is not able truly to mortify one Luft, more as to
purge away the Guilt of one Sin. Mat. v. 3. ^.
"xlv. 24.

Thirdly,
Device

of

A

hearty Approbation of the Plan or

Salvation according to the Covenant,

manifefted in the Gofpel, as fuited to the Divine
Perfections,

and to the Cafe of Sinners, and

their

Cor i. 2 We preach Chrift crucified, unto the Jews a fumbling Block, and unto
the Greeks Foolifhnefs: Vcr. 24 But unto them which
arc

own m

particular.

1

Tnt/l for Salvation:
Jews dnd

%ft

Power
this,
Without
the
and
God.
no
Wtfdom
God,
of
of
and
is,
Sin
what
what
knowing
God
Man
is,
gfB tatted, both

what

is

the

Worth

of his

upon
Chrift and

ture his Salvation

Greeks, Chrift, the

own

Soul, will ever Ven-

But

it:

one's trufltng his

his Righteoufnefs, fpcaks
Salvation to
him to be well pleafed therewith, as what one may
fafely truft to, even in the Si^ht of a holy God,

And

this

makes an
Philip,

is

that rejoicing ih

'Cfjrift

Jefus, which

illuftrious Piece of the Believer's

iii.

Withal

Character

3.
it

bears three Things (1)

An

eying of

Chrift, in this Matter, as a crucified Saviour,

who

hath fulfilled all Righteoufnefs, according to the
Hated Condition of the Covenant 1 Cor. n. 2. It
is not Chrift in the eternal Glory, he had with his
Father, before the

View

World

was, that Faith

fixetli its

on, while the Soul in this Cafe ftands trem-

God;

but Chrift the Son of God
Fklh, being born holy,
leading a Life perfe&ly Righteous, and at laft dy~
ing on the Crofs, to fatisfy the Demands, which
the Law had on poor Sinners.
It looks unto him
lifted up on the Crofs, as thefe who were bitten by
the Serpents in the Wildernefs, looked unto the brabling before a holy

made Man, come

in

the

Zen Serpent lifted up on the Pole Ifa. xlv. 22. Num.
xxi. 8. John iii. 14, 15. Therefore 'tis called Faith ill
his Blood Rom. iii. 25; his Righteoufnefs, whereof the fhedding of his Blood was the compleating
Part, being the Spring of the Believer's Hope,

A

real

Perfwafiion

of the

Sufficiency

(i)

of Chrift's

Righteoufnefs, to fave Sinners, and us in particular, from Sin and Wtath ; to anfwer for us before
juft God, in the Eye of his holy Law ; and
to procure for us, eternal Holinefs and Happinefs,

a holy

A

a %

There's

The* Faith of particular

%*]%

^

There's no- faying Faith without- this ChrifTs
hlity to fave muft be belie v'd, and tiiat with Ap:

own Cafe

plication to your

am

I

28. Believe ye that

in particular,

Mat.

ix,

able to fa this? And'ift

order hereunto. Faith eyes ChrifTs Righteoulnefs
as the Kighteoufnefs of God, and therefore of infinite Value and Efficacy Philip, iii. 9. 1 John i. j.

The
trine

why

Rtafon,

whatfoever,

tion of Sinners,

and no other DogPower of God unto Salva-

the Gofpel,
the

is

becaufe therein

is

revealed the

is

Kighteoufnefs of GWunto Faith Rom. i. 16, 17;
and that's the only Righteoufnefs, fuited at once
to the Divine Perfections and our Cafe.
( 3 ) An

Way

acquiefcing to that

of

.

it,

fafe,

for the

Believer hath a cordial Liking

Way

of his Salvation, as perfectly

Power of God, and the Wifdom of
24. His Soul pronounceth them fafe

being the

God 1 Cor. i.
and happy, that
\

of Salvation^ for our felloes

The

in particular.

arc in it; he clefires for his

and

[Part to be

found

be fav'd

if

he were in

Woman

difeafed with an

in

it

,•

is

Thus Faith

it.

Iffue

21. She faid within her /elf,
his Garment, Jfloall be whole.
in

all Believers,

ac~ted in the
of Blood, Mat. ix.
if I may but touch

And

determining them

Way

and to that

own

perfwaded he would.

it

a&eth

that

Way,

thus
to

Cafe in particuAnd here Unbelievers are always unfettled.
lar.
betaking one's felf unto Chrifl
Fourthly,
and his Right eoufnefs alone, for Salvation from Sin

.

alone, for their

A

.

and Wrath.

This

is

done by

this drafting.

the Sinner believing that Chrifl
that his Righteoufnefs
Gift; and

[Wrath

i

made

Saviour,

over to

him by

For,

and
free

withal, that this his Saviour, with his

Righteoufnefs,
,

is

is his

is fv.fficient

doth accordingly

to fave
truft

him from Sin and
on Chrifl: and his
Righte^

Trufi for Salvation.
own

Righteoufnefs for his

yj^

Salvation, and To betake

himfelf thereto: Even as a Beggar, once having,
and withal believing himfelf to have, Riches and
Wealth made over to him, by a Friend, leaves off

to

beg, and, for his Maintenance,

Wealth

'Tis true,

it.

to which

trufts to

that

and thereupon betakes himfelf to
that Wealth being a corporal Thing,

allenarly

there

j

is

a bodily Motion

;

the betaking

fame Thing with the
trufting to it; howbeit the former is a native Confequent of the latter But Chrift and his Righteoufnefs, as reveal'd unto Faith, being Things
one's

felf

thereto, is not the

:

purely fpiritual, to which there's no bodily Motion
we may betake our feives to them ;

requifite, that

and betaking one's felf thereto, are one
and. the fame.
So, by this Zruft, the Soul takes
of
and his Righteoufnefs j and
Chrift
Poffeflion
-the trufting

ttfeth

the

fame

By it,
condemned Man,
vation.

tory

as- its

own, to the Purpofe of Salhimfelf/ as a

the Sinner betakes

unto Jefus Chrift as the Propitia-

Mercy feat through

his Blood, affording Safety

to the Guilty, before a holy God:
Sinner betakes himfelf, as a ftc'k

And by

it,

Man, unto

the
the

fame Jefus as the Phyfician of Souls, having the

m

FuJnefs of the Spirit of Sanffification
him, to be
communicate.
Accordingly, Faith is called a coming to Chrift John vi. 35.
fleeing for Refuge,
as one in Hazard of his Life by a Purfuer, Heh.

A

vi. 18. and is often exprefs'd, as Pfal. ii. 12, by
a Word, which properly fignifles to retire, as inh
a Shadow Judg. ix. 15, or as the Chickens do under the Wings of the Hen, Ruth ii. 12 Sic Lord
God of Ifrael, under whofe Wings thou art come to
trujt
properly, to retire.
Compare Mat. xxiii. 37
How. often would / have gathered thy Children ta~
;

A

a 3

getber %

Ihf. faith of
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getter, even as a

faftkuUr

Hen gathereth

bet Chickens undet

her Wings

Lastly, This truft of Faith imports an Jffiance, Confidence, or truft on Chtift and his Righteoufneis, that he will fave us from Sin and Wrath,

according to his Promife fet before us in the Gofpel, IVhofoever believetb in bint jhatt not penfh y
I fa. xxv. 9 We have
but have cverhftittg Life.
Heb. iii. 6
waited for him, and he wiU fave us.
Whofe Houfe are we, if we hold faft the Confidence.

Let him truft in the Name of the Lord,
1. 10
andftay upon bis God. And that this truft ot Faith
\s thus Particular, Is evident alfo from the Nature
For whofoever trufts in a Perfoit
of the Thing.
for any thing, hath a Perfwajton, of the fame Degree ot Firmncfs with the truft, that that Perfon
And for a fure Token
will do that thing for him.
of this, where the Party trufted fails, the Party

Ifa.

tr ufting

afbanted and confounded

is

appointed in

difappointed,

affure us,

which

vhe

trufted he

being dip-

would do

Wherefore, fince the truft of Faith

for him.

never

that,

as

;

1

doth

He

that belie vet h on him fhaU not b$
Pet. ii. 6, nor afbamed Rom. x. 11.

that

confounded

the Scripture

is

therefore

The which doth

fufficiently intimate,

That he

that

beheveth en Jems Chrift for Salvation, doth
that he will fave him: Otherwile there could be no
truft

Place for his being confounded or afbamed, whatAccordingever ih«iuld be the Event of his Zruft.
ly, the truft of Faith, doth, in Proportion to the
eftablijh and fix the Heart, Pfah
7 His, Mean is fixed, truft ing in the Lord:
And hereof we have a plain Inftancc in Paul's Cafe
1 ttm. I 12 J am net afbamed, for 1 know whom
I have believed, Marg. or trufted.
Agreeable

Firmnefs thereof,
cxii.

hers-

}

Truft for Salvation*
hereunto, Faith

Weight,
a

led

on

in

16 with

IJa xxviii.

him j^.

him

upon

leaning

xxvj.

3,

a

1

G//;f.

*r/?i/;g

Pet.
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a building on
will bear our

Eft! ft,

upon a Foundation that

as

Chrift,

called,

is

ii.

6. 'Tis cal-

5, a flaying
relying on him

viii.

or

iChron. xiv. 11, and xvi. 8 ; as upon one that will
bear us up: A looking unto him Jfa. xlv. 22, Having our Eyes upon him iChron. xx. 12; as one
from whom we look for Help and Salvation: And
finally believing on him 1 Pet, ii. 6> as one by
whom we Jhall be fazed Ads xv. 11.
The Sinner being fhaken out of all Confidence,
for Life and Salvation, in other Things, flays himkli by Faith on Jtsus Christ and his Kigbteotifnefs ; trufting en him, that he fhall have Life and
Salvation through his Righteoujnefs.
''lis true indeed, this particular tfrufl and Confidence may be
aflaulted with many Doubts and Fears : But thefe
are Things that Faith hath to conflict with, as its;

and

Oppofites;

the ftronger

they prevail, the weaker

Mat.

6 thou

xiv. 31

thou doubt

?

it is

that Faith

is

the

lefs

they prevail the more,

of little Faith, wherefore dtdft
Degrees in

It is indeed, or very different

and in one and the fame Perfon
Times But if you remove all tfruft
and Confidence in Chrift, for one's own Salvation,
different

Perfons,

at different

:

irom Faith > the very filature and EfTence of it is
For at that Rate, the Sinner whofe Con*

deftroyed,

fidence in the

Flejhy tor

having no Confidence

for

his
it,

Salvation,
in

Christ

is

raz'd,

neither, is

and wavering, like a Wave of
the Water: And where then
is Faith's building, leaning, flaying,' relying, and
refting the Soul on Chrift ? Jam. i. 6 Let him ask
in Faith, nothing wavering : For he that waveretb
left

quite unfettled

the Sea, or a

Reed in

A

a

4

is

The

37^
is like

and

a Wave

of the Sea, driven with the Wind,
7 For let not that Man think that

ver.

toffed.

Faith of particular

he /hail receive any 'thing cf the Lord.

But the

believing Sinner, finding his Confidence in the Flefh
raz'd, doth, by believing, caft the Anchor of his

fruft and Confidence on Chrift Jefus and his Rigband trufting, that he will fave

teoujnejs, confiding

And however he may indeed waver in that
Matter; being tcjfed with Doubts and Fears about
his Salvation, weakning the Actings f that his
Confidence-, and fometimes prevailing fo far, as to
bim.

cauie an intermitting or' the Exercife thereof: Yet,
even in that Cafe, under all that tojfing, he doth
pot waver like a Wave of the Sea that hath noto fix it; but only, like a Ship at Anchor.
i. nig

HL

Confidence

is

never quite rooted out, as to the

Habit thereof but will again exert
in tnat Refped, every Believer, as a
;

it

real

felf:

And

Partaker

Beginning of his Confidence ftedthe
iii. 14,
And this truft and
unto
End
Beb
faft
Confidence is what our Reformers called Affurance,
and uefcribtd Faith by.
of

Chrift, holds the

Object

Since

i

ir is

not true of

all,

who

hear

the Goipcl, that they fh all be faved ; there canno: bej fnj the Cafe or every 01 e of them, a Ground

on

wjiich this particular frtift

founded.

Ans.

All

may

be warrantably

and every one of them, not-

wichitandihg that, have a folid Ground for it,
on Chrift and his Righteoufnefs

eytri for ir lifting

for

their

own

Salvation in particular.

the Record and

Tift

:

mony

of

God

And
in his

that is

Gofpel,

That Whqfoever believeth in him, Jhall not perifh,
lut'have everlaftnig Life John iii. l6: I he true
Senfe 01 which, as appears fr ^m what's laid,

^hofoever

lhall

have

this

Zruft and

is

that

Confidence in

Chrift

Truft' for Salvation.
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difappomted, but (hall certainChrift, (hall not be
is the Faitbjuluejs or God
then
Here
ly be faved.
or this Faith o£
Foundation
the
ior
in his Word,
Faith is always buifc
aarrfwfrr *W#.- And true
'Tis certain indeed, lnac in
Foundation,
on
the Golpel comes, will
the Event, many to whom
Ihac thele
iwfbefaved: But then, 'tis ascertain,
that
neither
;
who will not be faved will not believe
Trujt.
particular
come up to this
is, they will not
wc have defcribed trom the Wot<k
\

/^

and
Jfa

Confidence,

Audio,
bath believed our Report}
Howbeir,whom is the Arm of the Lord revealed ?
firm Ground ot particular
at this Rate, they have a
for $&.$*
If they will not believe,
Confidence.
without
perilh
they'll
their Ruin is of themfelves,
great
the
be
will
Excufe: And their Unbelief
with.
Chnft,
Ground of their Condemnation. Jefus
liii

i

Who

far made.
Righteoufnefs and Salvation, is fo
his own
and
Appointment
theirs, by the Father's

his

.

Offer;

that they

may

lawfully

and warrantably

each one for his own
truft on him as their Saviour,
it, or not trujt
believe
If they will not
Salvation.

on him accordingly
Diftruft, difhonour

moft

;

znd
they do, by their Unbekef
and
Son,
his
and
the Father

juftly perifli.

Object.

2

Many

>
.

truft in

Chnft as

,

their Savi-

that he'll lave
our, with a particular Confidence,
ox forprofane
ignorant,
fto; and yet are grofly
Believers,
true
not
thererore
mal Hypocrites ; and

fpcaking

nor united to Chv\&.- Ans. The Apoftle
fuppofe that
of Faith unfeigned i Tim. i. 5, doth
fuch Trustindeed
And
there is a feigned Faith.
which
Truft,
this
for
as
But
ers in Chrift, have it
certain
as
'tis
Word,
the
we have defcribed from
true Faith
have it not, as it is certain, that
they
J
:

-

purifies

The

yj%
purifies

Chap.

the

faith of -particular
Heart Ads xv. o, and truly fanfiifie*

xxvi. 18.

receive Chrift,

As

fuch Trufters fay, that they
on him alone for SalvatiAccept, and Confent to him in the

and

reft

on, Embrace,
Gofpel-cffer : Even fo they fay, that they truft on
But this truft on him, they really have not.
him.

For, Firft, They truft not on him for his whole
Salvation : Nay, as for the chief Part thereof,
to wit Salvation from Sin, they are by no Means

Wherefore it may well be an
:
Object of their Fears and Averfion; but it cannot
be an Object of their Truft. Secondly, They truft
not on him alone, for the Salvation they really defire: They do not truft on him with all their Heart;
but partly to him, and partly to their own Doings
and Sufferings, betwixt which and the Saviour,
their Heart is divided.
This is clear from Mat.
reconciled thereto

v. 3

the

Blejfed

are the poor in Spirit

Kingdom of Heaven.

Laftly,

For theirs
:
Their Truft

is
is

not grounded on the Faithfulnefs of God in the
free Promife of the Gofpel; but rear'd up on fome
one or other fandy Foundation. Ifa. liii. i Who
"hath believed our Report ? Mat. viu 26 Every one
that heareth thefe Sayings of mine, and doth them
fhaU be likened unto a foolifh- Man which built

not,

his Houfe upon the Sand.

And thus have we mown, what is* that Faith
or Believing, by which a Sinner unites with Jefus
Chrift, and fo enters favingly into the Covenant o£
Grace. Why God hath appointed it to be the
Means of Union with Chrift, may be learnt from
Rom. iv. 1 6 Therefore it is of Faith, that it might
he by Grace, of which before.
obferve,

That

this

trusting

Here

I mail only

wholly on Chrift

hi? Righteoufnefs, for his whole

Salvation,

is

and
an
apt

y

Trtt/l for Salvation:

«* Means

2

Party trujied,

were

wno

liZkut

S
St*

ly to

with

ftand or

the

fall

thereby,
with him; as the
'tis

*-***,*• I"".

the
the Leanwg-fiock;

1

d forth

fo carry

Soul is therein
Foratauch a/ the
rhat Moment,
from
U ,! him rhat

W
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Union, betwixt Chrift
or Inurnment of
and the Soul truftmg on.him :

Thing

«W

«/*«*

with.the Stay or Bafi
upon another Thing
Wherefore, the Oty<?ff of Faith

hru

it is

laid

Z^t^^y
taKeas Mom

that thus truft

£

the

Lo

1

remove^
Zion, which cannot be
they
Thereby
cxxv. ,.
ab,detb for ever Pfal.
are
him
to
united
being
,
united to "thrift, and
ctcc-.
their
to
the Covenant,
perfonally enliated in

Z
Z

nal Salvation.

FINIS*

K

i

It

MEMORIAL
CONCERNING

Personal and Family-fasting

and Humiliation,
PRESENTED TO

'Saints and Sinners;
WHEREIN ALSO
f

-

[The Nature of Personal Covenanting with God, is occafionally opened.

By

the late

Reverend and Learn'd

Boston

E D

frinted by

Shops

R.
of

Mr 'Thomas

Minifier of the Go/pel at Etrick.

N

I
B U K G H,
Fleming and Company, and fold at the
Mr. James Davidson and John PatoN

Sookfellers,

Mdgcxixiy.

?8j

MEMORIAL
Concerning

Terfonal

xii.

12

And

every Family apart

—

Land Jhall

the

-their

Chap.
Of

Personal

Fa-

&c.

milj-Fafting,

Zech.

and

and

mourn^

Wives apart.

I.

Family-Fasting

and

Humiliation, in the general.

ELIGIOUS

Fafts, kept

h

Secret

by a particular Per/on apart by hirafelf, and by a particular Family apart
by themfelves, concerning which this
Memorial is prefented both to Saints

and Sinners, are not indeed the ftated
and ordinary Duties of all Times, to be performed
daily, or at fit Times recurring ; fuch as Prayer;

Prafi9

Of Fafting and Humiliation,

^ Sz}.

of the Word are : But they
Duties of fome.Times ; and to be
performed occafionally, as depending entirely, im
Refpect of the Exercife of them, on the Call of
Providence, which is variable.

and Reading

Praife,

arc. extraordinary

'They

Word

of

are

:

And

perform'd them,
to do

;

therefore,

we mull

we have

Servants,

and enjoin'd us, in the
when we fhall have

authorized,

God

We

fay,

are unprofitable

was our Duty
Thought of me-

done that which

and mufl abhor the

leaft

riting thereby.

The particular jScafons,,

q£ thim,'.are-, determined
Wherefore, they who would be
Pra&ifers of them* mud be religious Ohfervers of
'Providence :"Otherwife God may be calling aloud,
for weeping and mourning, and girding with Sack.

by Providence.

,

cloth,

while they

the mfelves in

not

heeding

Joy and Gladnefs,

a dangerous Adventure
Equity floall not be

I

ver.

it*

purged from you,

indulging
12,

15;

Surely this

frft*

Ifa.

14

are
xxii.

till

ye

die,

faith

"the Lord.

Hence the moft-ferious and tender among knowing Chriftians, will readily be found the mod frequent in thefe. Exercifes. It is on the pouring out of
^the Spirit, that the

and
Paul was a

apart,

their

Land

is

to mourn, every Family

Wives apart Zech.

xii.

10,

12.

Nature mewed
her curfed Vigor, he being, when he was bad, very
bad; and Grace, in its Turn, its facrcd Power,
he being, when he was good, very good, and then
in Faftwgs often 2 Cor. xi. 27.
Thefe X>uties confift of an external and~~ckcumflanttal
Part, and an internal and fubjtantial
Scene, wherein corrupt

'Part,

To

in the general

385?

To

the external and circumftantial Part of thetri
belong Time, Place, and Abftinence.
"

Firft ot all,

a proper

And

thefe Duties.
ftian

Vtme muft be

this

Prudence, as bed

is

fet

apart for

to be regulated by Chri-

fuits

the

Circumftances of

the Per[on or Family.
find the Saints, in Scripture, ordinarily kept

We

their Fafts

by

Day

ferfonal Faft kept by

But we have an Inftance of a
Night, 2 Sam. xii. 16 Da-

and went in, and lay all Night upoti
This I do the rather notice, to obviate
the Excufe of thefe who quite neglect this Duty,

vid

faft ed,

the Earth.

1

under the Pretence

own Time.

of their

not being

M afters of

their?

Heart can be brought to it, ond
will readily find lome Time or other for it, either
by Day or el'le by Night. It is recorded to the;.
Honour of one ot the weaker Sex, namely Anna,
that me Jerked God with Faflings and Prayers Night
.

Ir

the

y

and Day Luke

As

to the

ii.

36, 37

Quantity

of firne, to befpentin Per-*

final or Family -Failing

and Humiliation the Duty;
i judqe, is to regulate it; and not it to regulate
The- Family faft of Either with her
the Duty.
Maidens, obferved alfo by all the Jews in Sbu(han 9
lalted three Days Efth. iv. 16 We read of tbeV
Fafting day Jer. xxxvi. 6. Sometimes, 'twould feem,
that was fpenr in fuch'
it was but a Part via Day
Exercife; as in Cornelius his ferfdndl Fnft, which
feems to have been over before the Ninth Hour;
that is before Three ft£iock in the Afternoon Atti
x. 30 Four Days agaw -was fafting until this Hour y
and at the Ninth I tour I prayed in my Houfe, before which Time of the fourth Day, Peter to whom
Cornelius faith this, might be come
there being
but 36 Miles from Joppa to Qefa
^iiher he
B b
came
;

\

<

;

I

I

%%6 Of Fafting and Humiliation^
Day after he fet out from Joppa
Compare <ver. 8, 9, 17. Much about
that Time of the Day, Daniel got the Anfwer of
his Prayers, made in his perfonal Faft 9 nameJy,
About the tfime of the Evening Oblation, or the
Ninth Hour Dan. ix. 21. And the People being

came on

the fecond

ver. 23, 24.

affembled with Fa fling Neh. ix. 1 they read in the
Book of the Law, one fourth Part of the Day, and
another fourth Part they confejfed and worfloipped
,

ver.

So they continued

3.

from Nine a Clock

in the

Work,

Morning,

in the

Hours
it would

(ix

as

,*

from the Time
of the Morning Sacrifice, to the Evening Sacrifice,
with which the Work feems to have been ciofed, as,
be prefumed, they fpent the Morning in
it may
private Preparation for the publick Duty.
Wherefore f judge, that none are to be felicitous,
as to what Quantity of fame, more or lefs, they
fpend in theie Exercifes ; fo that the Work of the
Time be done. Nay, I very much doubt, Men
lay a Snare for themfelves, in tying themfelves to a
certain Quantity of Time in fuch Cafes.
It is
fufHcient, to refolve, that, according to our Abifeem,

lity,

till

Three Afternoon

we'll take as

:

That

much Time,

is

as the

Work

iTiall

be

found to require.
Secondly, A proper Place is alfo to be chofen,
where the Perfon or Family may perform the Duty
without Difturbance from others,
ft me and Place
ars natural Circumftances of the Action
And all
Places are alike now, under the Gofpel ; none more
:

Men may

holy than another.

whether
holy

in the

Hands

rafting

is

1

pray every where,
Field, lifting up
Only, forafmuch as Family-

Houfe, or

Tim.

ii.

8.

a private Duty,

and perfonal

in

it

Fafii'ng a feerec

the

requires a private Place

Duty,

it

j

requires ajecret

in the general

3187

according to the Caution given us by
our Saviour Matth. vi. i$ 'That thou appear not
unto Men to fad , but unto thy Father which is in

cret Place

\

Secret.

Thirdly, Abjlinence is included in the Nature of
the Thing; Abitinence from Meat and Drink, and
all

bodily Pleafures

whatfocver, as well as ceafing

from worldly Bufinefs. The Jews are taxed, tor
finding Pie afare and exacting their Labours' in the

Day

of their Faji Ifa-

Fafling,

is

a

Time

lviii. 3.

A Time

or'

religious

one's afflicJing his Soul

for

5, by denying himfelf even thefe

lawful

ver.

Comforts

and Delights, which he may freely ufe at other.
mourned, and
Times. Exod. xxxiii. 4 The People
no Man did put on him his Ornaments. Dan. ix. 5

—

I fet my Face unto the Lord God, to feek by Prayer
and Supplications, with Fafting, and sackcloth, and
A/Jjes. 1 Cor. vii. 5 Defraud you not one the other,
except it be with Confent for a Time, that ye may give
your fetoes to Fa (ling and Prayer.
The Rule for Abjlinence from Meat and Drinli%
cannot be the fame as to all : For Fafling, not being a Part of VVorfhip, but a Means to difpofe and
fit us for extraordinary Worfhipping, is to be ufed
But 'tis certain, that what:
only as helping tnereto
Meafure of it vvould be helpful to fome for that End,
:

would be a great Hinder ance to

others.

Where-

weakly Perf ns, whom total Abftinence would
disfit and indifpofe tor Duty, are not called to fa ft
at that Rate
In their Cafe, that Saying takes
Place, Hof. vi. 6 I defired Mersy, and not Sacrifice.
Yet ougnt they not in that Cafe, to indulge tbkrnfelves the Ufe of Meat and Drink, with the fame
Freedom as at other Times
but to ufe a partial
:;:'"-•
Quantity
Abit.in;;nce 3 altering the
cr
fore,

:

;

B

b 2

^

thtiri,
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fo as they may thereby be afflicted,
as the Scripture exprelfeth ir Lev. xxiii. 29. So
Daniel in his Mourning Dan. x. 3 ate no fie afant

them, or both,

Bread,
Month.

ctme

neither

Mean

while, all thefe

Shell of thefe Duties

Part of them,

:

lies in

nor

FleJJj

Things

The

Wine

into

his

outward
and fubftantial

are but the

internal

the following fpiritual

Exer-

cifes.

and Confederation of
Such Times are to befet apart
from con veiling with the World, that we may the
more folemnly commune with our own Hearts, as to
the Scare of Matters between God and us. In them,
we are diligencly to review our paft Li;e, fearch and
Firft,

our

Serious

Ways Hag.

try our

Meditation,
5.

i.

Ways Lam

iii.

40.

And we

are' to

fearch out

our Sins, by a forrowful calling to Remembrance the
Sins of our Heart and Life ; and that, as particu*
larly as we can
And to fearch into them, by a
deep Confiieration of the Evil of them, and of their
-Aggravations,
the Light,
Love, Mercies, and
Warnings we have finned againil: ; tracing them up
to the Sin of our 'Nature, the empoifoned Fountain,
And the
from whence they have all proceeded.
more fully and freely we converfe with our felves
upon them, we'll be the more fit to fpeak unto God
anenc them, in Confcffion and pleading for Far:

don.
.

Secondly,

Lord;

the

Deep Humiliation
whicn was

of Soul

before

the

by the Sackcloth ar.d
uncle? the Law, on mch Occafions.

Afljes ukd
The Confiler at ion

iignified

of our

be humbled

Ways

is

to be puriucxi

till

Heart rent,
not wich Remcrfe fur Sin only, bur with Regret
and kindly Sorrow tor it, as an Oficncc to i.gtdn
our Soul

within us; our

c ions

in the general
and merciful God, Joel

clous

with Shame and r

filled

View
molt
xl.

4

viftbin

our

ix.

and

Pollution,

and we &?fo our

tf ;

own

1

Nakeduefs,

of our fpiritual

Defilement, Ezra

389

2, 1 3 ; our Face
BluOvng before him, in the
ii.

felvcs, as

Eyes, Ezek. xxxvi. 31. jfa$

-

Thirdly, Free and open ConfeJJion of Sin before
God, without Referve. This is a very material

Duty incumbent on

Part of the
Fafiing

:

miliation juft
it

;

Day

religious

the

producing, of Courfe, extraordinary ConfeJJion

of Sin, an Exercife moft
fion.

in

us,

due Confederation and deep Hunow mentioned, do natively iffue in

And

Hence

the

in confejfnig

the Angel,

Jews

on fuch an Occa-

ftiitable

fpent one Fourth Part of the

and worpipping

who brought

the

Neh

ix. 3.

and

Anfw-rr to Daniel's

About the fame of the Evenfound him ft ill praying and conSin Dan. ix. 20, 21. For h:re, the Sin-

Supplications,

ing

Oblation,

fejfing his

ner

duly humbled has much ado, acu'ng again(t
of an Accujer, recounting Before

himfelf the Part

the Lord his Tranfgreffions or the holy Law, f > far
as he is able to reach them; the Part of an Advocate, opening up the Particulars, in
and aggravating Circumftances and
;

their

Nature,

the Part

or*

a

Judge, juftifying God in all the Evil he has brought
up'n him, and condemning himfelf as unworthy of
the leaf! of

all

his Mercies,

and

defer ving to

perifh

under Eternal Wrath.
Fourthly, The Exercife of Repentance in turning
from Sin, unto God, both in Heart and Life; the
native Rsfult of deep Humiliation and fincere Con'^
fejfion, Joel ii. 12 'turn ye even tome
with Fafting,
and with Weeping, and r.m*h Mourning. In

—
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we

fafi, and pic tend to be bumbled for out
and make Gonfe/Jion of them, if our Love of
Sin be not turned into Hatred ; our liking of it,
into loathing ; and our cleaving to it, into a longing
to be fid oi'k; with full Purpofe to refill; the Motions of it in our Heart, and the Outbreakings
thereof: in our Life
And, if we turn not unto God,
Q
d
our
rightful
Lor
and
as
Mafter^ and return to our

will

Sins,
*

:

Duty

again,

h we

are indeed true Penitents, we'll

turn from Sin, not only becaufe 'tis dangerous and
ideltructive to us
but becaufe 'tis offenfive to God,
,•

diihonours his Son, grieves his Spirit, tranfgrefieth
his Law, and defacech his Image : And we'll caft
all our ttranfgrejjiens, not only as one would
away a Live coal out of his Bofom, for that it
burns him ; but as one would call: away a lothfome

aiyay
cait

v

and filthy Thing,
but withal, it

Way

for that

it

defiles

him.

to be remembred, that the true
to deal with a hard Heart, to bring it to this
Is

Temper, is to believe the Gofpel. As ravenous
Fowls firft fly upward, and then come down on their
Prey'; £u mult we firft {bar aloft in Believing, and
then we (hall comedown, in deep Humiliation, fincere and tree Confejfwn, and true Repentance, Zech.
xii. jo 2 hey fie all look upon me whom they have
pierced;, and /ball mourn.
Therefore the Scripture
in the Promife of
Grace, as a Motive to Repentance, that by a be-

propofcth the Object of Faith,

lieving Application rlvreot the hard

Heart may be

turned, Joel ii. 13 Stum unto the Lord
One may oiherwifc
your God, for he is gracious.

moved and
to-il

is

long with

k

:

But

impcfljblc to pleafe

all in

God

vain.

Heb.

xi.

Without Faith it
6 ; and therefore,

impofiibleto reach true Humiliation, right GonfeJfion y
fincere Repentance, which are very pkaiing to

ana

him

in the general.
391
him JCTiVXXi 18, 19, 20. The unbelieving Sinnct
may be brought to roar under Law horror but one
;

will never be a kindly Mourner, but under Gofjxlr
When Guilt ftares one in the Face, Ininfluences.
Froft doth the
belief locks up the Heart, as a keen
Blood, melts
Redeemer's
Waters : But Faith in the
to

it,

in Tears

flow

Thoughts

of

God, which

ot

godly Sorrow.
Unbelief fuggefts

Soul itung with Guilt, alienate that Soul

Hard
to a

more and

they render it like the Worm,
more from him
it, prefently
which, when one offers to tread upon
Pofture of
bed
the
in
itfclf
puts
contracts itfelf, and
;

But the believing of the pre*Defence, that it can
the Heart ot the Rebel (o,
touches
claim'd Pardon,
at the Feet .ot his Sohimfelf
that he calls down
:

yielding

vereign, willingly

himfelf to return to his

Duty.
Fifthly,

Solemn Co-vrnMitingvnhGcd, entnng

him in exprejs
into, or renewing Covenant with
Bancs
Words. As a Faft-day is a Day to locfe the
cflVickedneJs,
into the jfowd

and weeping,
God. ver.

D
of

it

is

Day

a

tor

coming explicitly

1.
4 Going
their
Lord
go and feekthe
our
join
Come, and let us

the holy

they floaU

y—Saying,

Covenant,

Ja*.

Covenant that flail
felves to the Lord, in a perpetual
Accordingly, this was an eminent
be forgotten.
not

Part

ot their

Work

Faft-day 's

Neb.

ix.

ver.

58

It

Humiliation, Co^cJJion,
follows of Courie, en due
the League
and the Exercife oi Repentance, whereby

a fohmn P^held 01 his
take
that we
ffffinz before the Lord,
Sen, as
his
of
on the Name

tfith Sin

is

broken.

And

it

lies

in

Covenant, believing,
and cur Saviour, and
the Saviour of the World,
he will be our Goo, and
that in and through himare trom the
we (hall be his People and, thai ws
Heart
B b 4
j
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Heart content, and confent to take him (or our Portion,
Lord, and Mailer, and refign our fclves to him
only, .wholly, and for ever. Heb. viii. 10 Whists the
Covenants / will be to them a God, and they Jhall
le to me a People. Ifa. xlix. 8 I will give thee for a
Covenant. Chap. lvi. 6 Every one that taketh hold
of my Covenant. John i. 12 As many as. received

—

him— that

believe on his

Lord.

Name.

One Jhall

Ifa. xliv. 5

Pfal. xvi.

the Lord,

haft [aid iwio

Soul, thou

fay,

am

I

Laftly, Extraordinary Prayer, in

2

Sthou art

my
my

the Lord's.

importunate

d relies and

Petitions unto our covenanted

that which

is

Ad-

God,

for

Qccafion of our Faft.
The Confcjjion and the Covenanting are, both of
them to be done Prayer-wife, as appears from Dan.
38. But befides, there mud
ix 4-f- 1 5 Neh. ix. O
Prayers,
Supplicaticns,
and Petitions, made fpr
be
Perf
n
or Family hath particularly in
What the
their
in
View,
Faft, Pfal. xxxv. 13 When they were
my
Clothing
was Sackcloth : I humbled my
feck,
Soul with Faftitzg. and my Prayer returned into mine
the particular

—

.

And indeed, the great End and Dewhich fuch Fafts are to be kept, is, That
thereby the Parties may be the more flir'd up unto,
own Bofom.

fign for

and

fitted for,

w refiling

with

God

in

Prayer anent

So
the Cafe w'hicn they have particularly at Heart.
the Nuievitcs having their threatned Overthrow an
peart;

it

was ordered, tnac

be covered with

God Jon.

iii.

8,

Sackcloth

Man

and Beaft fhould
aid cry mightily unto
tjiat the Men mould cry

1 hap is,
and Sparing

in Prayer, tor Pity

:

And

to the

End

they might be moved to the greater Fervency in
tlvvie their praying Cries, it is provided that they

&ud

be covered with Sackand, chat their Beafts, having Fodder snd

their Bcafts too fhould

wiutii;

Water

in the general.
Water withheld
Ihould be made
even

to

cry

the young

as

them

from
to

unto

cry for

Ravens

Third,

interpretatively,

unto him

cry

Occafion,

Hunger and

namely,

God,

395

on that

Job

xxxviii.

Beads
which Rate,
of
Cries
Men,
would
make
the
being mixed with
extraordinary
Mourning
that
very
the Solemnity of
being,
Men,
of
every
Hearts
now
And the
great
pierced
Solemnity,
with
that
the
and then during
would
be
Brutes,
ftir'd
up
to
harmlefs
Cries of the
importunate
and
fervent,
Pleading
a' more earned,
with God for Mercy.

41

.

the

At

Cries

of

the

:

Thus

far

of Perfonal

and Family-Fafting an4

Humiliation, in the general.

CHAP;

sn

CHAP.
Of Personal

ROM

what

ercife,

having

faid it appears,
is

a religions

That
Ex-

wherein a particular Perfon,
Sfime from
fet apart Tome

his ordinary
in

it

is

Personal Faft

a

and Hu-

Falling

in particular.

miliation,

fpends

II.

Bufinefs

Tome fecret Place by

in the

himfelf,

World,
in

Ads

of Demotion tending to his Humiliation and Reformation, and particularly in Prayer, with Fafting.

Concerning the which, we

fhall

confider

Warrant for if, (2) The Call
Advice how to manage it.
Offer
(3)

divine

.$•£

#

•fcHfr

$••$• •§••§•

(i)

The

it,

And

#####*•$••£••$••$••$••§•#•$••$••$••£•$'

SECT.
Of the

to

divine

I.

Warrant

for pergonal

Fafting and Humiliation.

FOraskuch
the
to

as Will worjbip

Word, and

Gcd, whereof

is

condemned by

that can never be Obedience

his revealed

Will

is

not the Reafoa

;

perfonal Fa (ling, &c.
395
all
conccrneth
who
would
it
perand Rule

Of

foil

[

;

1

;

form this Duty in Faith* fo as to have it accepted
©f him, to know who hath required it at their
Hands. And to fet that Matter in a Light, fufficient to fatisfie and bind it upon the Confcience,
as a Duty owing unto God, let thefe few Things
following be duly weighed.

God

Firfi,

'both direfily
It

is

requires

it

in his

Word

;

and that

and mdiretfly.

James

directly required

and mourn, and weep.
Context, theie Things

are

9 Be affliffed,
enough from the

iv.

It is plain

propos'd as agreeing to

particular Perfons in their perfonal Capacity.

And what

<u&i S, 10.

that's required of

Words, could not mifs

in thefe

unto

thofe

it is,

whom

to be

See

them

as plain

they were originally

to

directed

;

Fafiing and Humiliation, thac
was intended by them. For this Epiflle was written to thofe who were Jews by Nation, The twelve

to wit,

That

'tis

Tribes fcattered abroad Chap.
very

Language of

the fame

phets

the

Manner

called

i.

1.

And

Old Teftament

this is the

in that Cafe,

of Expreflion in which their Pro-

them

to

it,

Lev.

xxiii.

27.

On

the

Day

of this Jevent h Month, there Jhall be a
Day of Atonement, and ye [hall afflict your Souls
to wit, with Failing, Jfa. lviii. 5 Is it fuch a Fafi

tenth

A

Day for a Man to afflicJ his
Soul? Or, more agreeable to the Original, Shall
a Faft I will choofe, a Day of Men's afflicimg their
Soul, be like this > Joel ii. 1 2 Turn ye even to me
with Fafiing, and with Weeping, and with
Mourning.
And the Mourning required in thefe
Texts, differs irom the Weeping, as the Habit and
Geftures or Mourners differ from their Tears Gen.

that I have chojeu?
his

—

xxxvii.

;

Of the

39^

divine Warrant

iii; 4.
Diredly pointing unto the
of Faffing and Humiliation.
It is alfo required indirectly in the Word, which
fuppofeth it to be a Duty the Saints will pra&ife

xxxvii. 34. Ecclef.

Duty

inafmuch as divine Directions are given anent it.
"Now 'tis inconliftent with the Holinefs ot God, to
give Directions for regulating of IVilliuorftoip, which
he doth limply condemn Mat. xv. 9. Col. ii. 23.
Jer. vii. 31. But our Saviour gives Directions about perfonal Faffing, Mat. vi. 16. When ye faft,
le not as the Hypocrites, of a fad -Countenance: For
they disfigure their Faces, that they may appear unVerily, I fay unto you, they have
to Men to faft.
their

Reward,

ver.

17

But

thou,

when

thou

faft eft,

anoint thine Head, and waflithy Face: ver. 18. That
thou appear not unto Men to faft, hut unto thy Father which is in Secret: And thy Father which
And 'tis
feeth in Secret, floall reward thee openly.
evident, that theie Directions do concern Secret and

perfonal Fafting
exirefly of that
fore

is

:

For, befldes that the Text fpeaks

which

is

done

in Secret,

and there-

to -be kept Secret, contrary to the Pracnce

of the hypocritical Pharifees, who made it their Bufr>
ncfs to propale their fecret Devotions, the outward
Signs of Fafting are commended in the Cafe of
4

publick Fafts Exod.xxxiii. 4. Jon. iii. 8. Joel ii.
15, 16, 17. In like Manner the Apoftle Paul gives

a Direction about this Duty, 1 Cor. vii. 5 Defraud
you not one the ether, except it be with Confent for
a Time, that ye may give your felves to Fafting
and Prayer : Waere tne Confent mentioned as -necefTary, determines the Fafting to be perfonal-, forafmuch as, in the Cafe of publick Fafts that Matter
is

predetermined by a fuperior Authority

;

and

in

the

;;

for perjonal Fa fling,
the Cafe ot

Family Fajts,

it

&c.

follows of Courfc

397
on the

of (uch a Faft.
Secondly, 'Tis promifed that the Saints fhall perform this Duty, Zecb. x'n. 10. I will pour upon the

Appointment

Houfe of David, and upon the Inhabitants of Jerufalem, the Spirit of Grace and of Suppliations. ver.
mourn, every Family apart
1 2 And the Land fhall
and their Wives apart. Thus, in Virtue of
the Grace of the Covenant, this Dury is made the
Matter of a Promife, even as other Duties of holy
Obedience are. Accordingly our Lord promts d
it, in the Cafe of his Difciples in particular, Mat.
ihe Days will come when the Bridegroom
ix. 15.

—

from them, and then JJoall they faft
For it was not the Ncgleft of
the publick Faft appointed and Hated in the Law

fhall

he taken

to wit perfonally

:

Lev. xxiii 27
32, that they were taxed for;
but the Neglect of perfonal Fafting* ufed by the
Difciples of John, upon the Occasion of their.
after, 'the Friend of the Bridegroom, his being

M

and alfo by the Pharifees, out of
and vain-glorious Difpbfition
Mat. ix. 14 with Luke xviii. 12.
^Thirdly, It is recommended unto us by the PracIt was
tice ot trie Saints mentioned in Scripture.
already
feen,
practifed
we
David,
a Man
have
by
as
according to God's own Heart 2 Sam. xii. 16. PfaL
xxxv. 13; by Daniel, a Man greatly beloved Dan.
ix. 5. and x. 2, 3. and by the devout Centurion
Ads x. 30: It was a frequent Exerciie or Paul the

taken from them

;

their fuperftirious

laborious Apoftle of the Gentiles 2 Cor. xi. 27. Thefe

&U had

W uk,

ailow-'d

of God's good Pleafure with their
upon ic, in the Communion with God,
them therein. And 'tis our Duty to go

the Seal
let

forth

Of the

%Q%

divine Warrant

forth by the Footfteps of the Flock, following
approved Example.

That

Lajify,

occafional

religious

their

Fafting

and

a Duty required in the Word of
God: and to be performed by Societies in a public
Capacity, will not, I prcfume, be quefcioned.
Now
Humilaition,

is

upon that Ground, the Duty of perfonal Fafting and

may

be thus evinced.
nothing in the Nature of religious
Fafting and Humiliation, that of it felf is publick,

Humiliation,
i

There

is

or neceftarily requiring a Plurality of Perfons to join
The Preaching of the Word, and Celebra-

therein.

tion of the Sacraments, do, in

require Society

a

and

•

(ingle Perfon alone in

fo in

their

own Nature,

therefore are not to be ufed

his

Clofet.

But

it

is

by
not

One may keep a Faft alone, as
pray, read the Scriptures, and fing

this Cafe.

well as he

may

Now

whatever Ordinances God
Pfalms, alone.
hath appointed, and hath not tied to Societies or
AfTemblies, nor to any certain Set of Men, they
are the Duty of every one in particular, who is capable to perform them.
2 The Ground, upon which the Duty of Fafting
and Humiliation is bound on Societies, in a publick
Capacity, takes Place in the Cafe of particular Perfons, namely, That extraordinary Duties are called
If
for en extraordinary Emergent s and Occasions.
then a Church or Congregation is called to Fafting
and Humiliation, on fuch Occafions in their Cafe
is not a particular Perfon called to the fame, on
fuch Occafions in his Cafe ? If abounding Sin, or
Judgments thveatned or infli&ed on a Land, require folemn publick Fafting and Humiliation do
not the fame Things in the Cafe of a particular
Perfon call for perfonal Fafting and Humiliation ?
;

Surely,

for perfonal Fafiing, &c.
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Surely, every cne ought: to keep his own Vineyard,
with the fame Diligence, the publick Vineyard is to

be kept
the

:

End

If

one does not

Cant.

i.

fo,

it

will be Bitternefs in

6.

to be perform'd by u
3 Extraordinary Duties
whole Nation, Church, or Congregation, cannot be
foon overtaken; becaufe all great Bodies are (low
in their Motions: And fometimes the Seafon may
be over, ere they can move thereto in a publick Ca-

God

is calling aloud, by
and congregational Fading and Humiliation, when the Call is not heeded
by them, on whom it is incumbent to appoint
Now, what fhould particular Perfons, dif~
them.
terning the Call of Providence, do in fuch Cafes ?
Mud they (it (till, and not anfwer the Call as they

pacity

:

Yea and oftimes

his Providence, for national

'may, becaufe they cannot anfwer

it

as they

would?

Should they not rather keep ferfonal and family
Fafts, for thefe Caufes, for which others either cannot or will not keep publick Fafts
as in the Cafe
of God's pleading with the Land of Egypt, He
;

that feared the

Word

of the Lord, amongft the Ser-

vants of Pharaoh, made his Servants and bis Cattle
flee into the Houfes Exod. ix. 20 ? When the Jews
are difperfed, fome of them in one Country, fome

how iliall the Land mourn ? Muft they
wair 3 until they be gathered together? No: But
the Land fhall mourn, Families apart, and parti-

in another,

cular

Perfons apart:

bour's Houfe

is

Even

on Fire,

as

when our Neigh-

wc do

not tarry, until the

whole Town or Neighbourhood be gathered but
immediately fall to Work, our felves, to do what
lies in our Power for quenching the Flames.
And thus much lhall fuffice. to have fpeken of
the divine IVarrant for this extraordinary Duty.
;

Sfc

:

SECT.
Of a

II.

providential Call

Fajiing

to

perfonal

and Humiliation*

fTpHE

Cafe of the Church, the Cafe of a Neighbow, and one's own private Cafe, may, each
of them feparately, and much more all of them con-

jL

tound a providential Call to perfowl FajiThe Prophet Daniel kept
a perfonal jRsr/2 on the Church's Account Dan ix.
2, 3; David on his Neighbour's Account P/tf/.
xxxv. 13
and on his own 2 Sam. xii. 16.
Zion's Children fhuuld reckon her 1-ntereft theirs

junctly,

ing and Humiliation.

•

And as Jecret perfonal Fafting for publick Canfes,
argues a truly publick Spirit ; fo 'tis highly commendable, and being rightly managed.,
ceptable in the Sight of

God. Dan.

ix.

is

very ac-

20, 21.

The Communion of Saints is an Article of our
Creed, and a moft beneficial Thing in the Pra&ife
thereof.
Conlidercd only in thefe two Parts of it y
namely, a Communion of Burdens Gal. vi. 2, and
a Communion of Prayers James v. 16, 'tis one of
the beft Cordials the Travcll/rs towards Zion have
by the Way. For one to love his Neighbour as
ccount is
himfelf whereof fecret Fading on his
a good Evidence,
offerings

and

Is

Sacrifices

do Good to

more than

Mark

xii.

all

33.

IVhole burnt

And

~

whether
will not

Neighbour, or not, it
fail, if rightly
managed, to return with a plentiful Reward into his own Bofom, according to the
it

his

Pfalmifi's Experience,

Pfd. xxxv. 13.

How-

Of

a providential Call. 5cc

Howbeit,

'tis

zjxJr

hardly to be expe&ed, that

one

will be brought to the Practice of this Duty on the
Account of others y till once he has been engag'd

therein
feffors

own

upon

his

own Account.

But furcly if Proabout their

of Religion were more exercis'd
Cafe,

fpiritual

this

Duty

of perfonal Fafting

and Humiliation would not be fo rare as it is. Paul;
who had much of this Kind of Exercife Acts xxiv-'
16, was in Faflings often 2 Cor xi. 27, Kept under his Body, and brought it into Subjection 1 Cor;
27.

ix.

Now

any or all of thefe Cafes call for this extraordinary Duty, in three Kinds of Events, other
Ctrcumftances agreeing, and pointing thereto in the'

Conduct

or Providence.

When

is any fpecial Evil actualChurch,
ot our Neighbour
h
whether it
in whom wc have a fpecial Concern
There are fome Sins %
be a fenful or a penal Evil.
that leave fuch Guilt oil the Conference, and fuch A
Defilement on the Heart and Life, as call aloud iot
Fafting and Humiliation, in order to a Recovery
from thedifmal Effects thereof James iv. 8 Cleanfb
your Hands ye Sinners, purifie your Hearts ye Doubleminded, ver. 9 Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep.
Accordingly, the Jfraelites gathered to MiZpeh,
being fenfible ot the abominable Idolatries they had

Either

1.

tn& u P^ n

ly

there

us 3 cne

;

fallen

into,

Fafied that

Day and

/aid,

y

we have

finned againft the Lord 1 Sam. vii. 6.
In like Manner, when the Tokens of God's high
Difpleafure are gone out in afflicJing Providences*

Time

'tis

fo,

to

for us to roll our felves in the Dull:

accommodate our

Spirit

and

Way

penlation, humbling ourlelves berore
ing.

Thus Nehemiah found

C

c

;

to the

and

D

f-

him with Fail-

himself called to Fafting

Of a
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providential Call

ing> upon Information recdv'd of the continu'd
Rums of Jerufalem, and the Affliction that the re-*
turned Captives were in, Neb. I 3, 4; David, and

thofe with him, upon the News of the Defeat of
jfraely and the Deatb of Saul and Jonathan 2 Sam.
i.

12

the

;

and the People, upon the Confideration of

Slaughter, which the Benjamites had

mong them Judg.

made a-

xx. 26.

Or 2. When there is any fpecial Stroke threatned and impending. Thus the Inhabitants of ^erufalem, being in imminent Danger from their Enemies, were providentially called to Weeping and
5
Mourning, tho they heeded it not Ifa. xxii. 12, 13.
But the Ninevites took fuch an Alarm, and comply'd with the Call of Providence, Jon iii, 4
9.
So did David, when God y?n^& his Child with
Stcknefs 2 Sam. xii. H, \6. Yea and fo did even
AhaZ- when he had heard Elijah's heavy MefTagc
againft him and his Houfe 1 Kings xxi. 27. When
the L/0# rotfr-f, it becomes us to fear: When
God's Hand is lifted up, and he appears to be about to flrike 'tis high Time for us to {trip ourfelves of our Ornaments, and to ly in Sackloth and
-

—

Afhes.
O'relfe

When

5.

there

is

fome

fpecial

Mercy and

be defired of the Lord ; as was the Re
turn of the Babylomfh Captivity, for which Daniel

Favour

to

kept his Faft Dan. ix. 1, 2,
unto Godlinefs, will rarely,

Chriftians exercised

want their parand fpecial Errands unto the Throne
The fame God, who makes fome Mer-

ticular Suits
of Grace.

3.
it

ever,

1

Lap of others, without their being
much Pains abc u: them, will give his own Children many a Errand unto bimfelf for them, ere they
cies tail into the

at

obtain them

:

Becaufe they mull: have them in the

Way

to

prfonal Fa (ling,

Sec,
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Way

of the Covenant ; whereas they come to others;
only in the Way of common Providence, in wnicli
a blading Curfe may come along with the Mercy.

To

fet

Matter

this

in a yet clearer Light,

Heads, in one's

fhall exemplifie thefe general

private Cafe

j

accommodate

and that, in feveral Inftances, to be
Cafe of the Churchy and of out

to the

Neighbour, by thefe
obferve and

wc
own

who

are difpos'd, religioufly to

confider the Difpenfations

of Provi-

There is a Variety of thefe particular Cafes,
which, with agreeing Circum fiances to be difcern'd

dence.

by each one for
and Humiliation.

himfelf, call for perfinal Fafling

As

Tract of finning and
When
Cafe
of
the
one's
Soul is left quite
walking,
carelefs
Ifa.
xxxii.
and
n. tfremble
in Diforder
Confufion,
thro' a long

Firfty

ye

Women

Ones

:

that are at eafe

Strip ye

:

Be

and make ye

cloth upon your Loins.

troubled ye carelefs

bare,

and gird Sack*

Certainly the Voice of

God

unto fuch is, thus faith the Lord, confider your
Ifays Hag. V$. Want of Consideration ruins many.
They deal with their Souls, as fome fooliih Men do
with their Eftates, running on without ConfideBut
ration, till they have run themfelves aground

who

thefe

Time for Sinning^
Time ror Mourning :

adventure fo to take a

have need to take

alfo

a

fet

For

'tis not to be expected, that Accounts which
have been long running on> can be clear'd and adjufted with a Glance of one's Eye.
carelefs Sinner, confider how Matters (land betwixt God and
you Are you in any tolerable Cafe for the other
World, for Death and Eternity ? Are not Matters
gone quite to wrack, with your Soul ? Are you
not pinning away in your Iniquity ? Is not the State
and Condition of your Soul, like tha: of the Slug*

O

:

Cc2

garu's

Of a

404

providential Call
that

gard's Vineyard,

was

all

grown over with

?fhorns, and Nettles had covered the Face

and

the Stone-wall thereof

thereof,

was broken down ? Prov.

O

fee about perfbnal Faftmg and Humi~
Ordinary Pains will not ferve to recover
the long negle&ed Garden: It muft be trencht,

xxiv.

31:

liation.

A

digg'd deep.
timely

to

feen

for thine,

:

little

But

which hath

Secondly,

When one

may
all

help the

Cafe, that's

this will be little

enough

long neglected.
under Convictions, enter-

lain fo
is,

On fuch an Ocwas that Faft kept Neb. ix. 1, 2, and had
very good ErTe&s" ver 38, Chap. x. 1, 2S, 29. This
hod is, in fuch a Cafe, a proper Means to
bring Men to a Foint m the Matter, and to fix
Thoughts

taining fome

to reform.

ca(i;n

Ma

their Refolutions otherwife ready to prove abortive.

Some have

Convictions, which, at Times, coming
and pafling away, like a Stitch in one's SiJe, fee
them now and then to their Prayers ; but never pre^
vail to bring them to a fettled Courfe of Reforma-

Their Difeafe is too inveterate, to be
But were they fo wife, as to
off.
make thefe Convictions a Matter of folemn Seriouftiefs, fetting fome Time apart on that Occafion for
perfoual Fafting and Humiliation, they might,through
the Diuue Bleiling, turn to a good Account, for
tion ot Life

:

fo eafily carry 'd

the Intereft of their Souls.
^thirdly,

When

the Guilt of fome

the

Confcience

attrocious

Sin.

is

defiled

Doth

with

national

Guilt of that Kind, require national Farting ? And
doth not pejrfpnal Guilt of the fame Kind, require
perfonal Fafting ? Yea, jure, God calls Men, in
that Cafe, to be ejfAcied, and mourn, and weep Jam.
iv 8, 9 Strong Dijeafes require flrong Remedies ;

and Gonfcience-wajiing

Guilt, deep

Humiliation, as
iu

to perjonal Fafting,
in.

David's Cafe

Pfal.

This Kind

and

li,

GWf,

ot

fcience,

fick at
all

the

and.

G

VVitnefs to fee ret Sins, even to the

Heart

xxvi.

and wafting the
nmay be without any fcandalous Enormities
appearing to the View or the World.
God

of Lire,
is

Matth
wounding

deeply

75.
flinging the Soul, defiling
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Sec

Peter's

And Men

:

the Heart, with fuch

World, and

Sins

of the

of tender Confciences, will

move

will never

be

bid from

Sins as are
others.

When

one would fain get over a Snare,
he is often caught in ; and have VicJory over a Lull:,
There are nor a tew,
that hath often maftered him.
who have many good Firings about them, yet lack
Fourthly,

qne thing

:

And

that one Firing

like

is

to pare

between Heaven and them ; marring all their good
Things, both by Way of Evidence and of Efficacy.
Mark. x. 21. They know, that 'tis wrong
they
often refohe to amend ; and they would tain get
above it But whenever a new temptation comes,
Satan attacking them on the weak Side, down go
;

:

all

their

Refolutions,

a bowing

like

high Wall,

whofe breaking Cometh fuddenly at an Inftant; and
they are hard and fad in the Snare again.
confider, tha: this Kind goeth not out, but by Prayer
and Facing Match, xvii. 21. Set there^re fome
Time apart for perfonal Faffing and Humiliation,
on the Account of that very Thifg, that you may

O

wreftle
this

againft

And

with

God

in

Method Time
will be

could not help

firing

condemned

it,

Means appointed
Fifthly,

Time,

that one

Life

it.

you

Prayer, anent

after

When

for

it,

ir

until

:

And

ufe

you prevail

may mine you

:

not becaufe you

but becaufe you would not n(e the
of

God

one

in which Cafe the

is

Lord

Relief in that Cafe.

tor

under a dead Defertlcu
is

;

departed, the wonted

C cj

In-

a providential Call

Ap6

Of

Influences

trom Heaven are with-held, but, the
by Reafon of fpiritual Bead*

Wound not fmaning,

much moved

nefs, the Party is not

\vas the Cafe of the Spoufe Cant.

This

therewith.
iii.

i

By Night

en ray Bed I fought him whom my Soul loveth : I
And for a Refought him, but I found him not.
(lie made fome extraordinary Efforts
Duty ver 2, 3, 4. The fame appears to be the Cafe of many, with whom fome
Time a Day it was better than now. God hides
Their Incomes from Heaven
his Face trom them
are rare and fianty, in Comparifon of what they
have formerly been They are fighing, and going
backward. Tho' they go the Round of ordinary
religious Exercifes (11 II
yet 'tis long fince they had
a Token from the Beloved, Acctfs to, or Commu-

covery from

it,

Way

of

in the

:

:

;

O

nion with God in them.
faft and pray for a
Recovery, as did Ifrael when, after they had been
long dejerted, and very little afTe&ed with it, they
began at length to lament after the Lord 1 Sam. vii.
3, 6. It requires much, in the Way of ordinary
Means, for to go to the Ground of fuch a Cafe,
wherein by much Slot hfninefs the Building hath decayed,

and through

Idlenejs of the

Tho'

droppeth through.

true

Hands

the

Hon fa

Grace can never be

may

be brought to fuch a very
fome Scholars, for retrieving the
Lofs fuftained thro' long Abfence from the School.,
jnqft begin anew again ; fo fome Chriilians, in or-*
der to their Recovery, muft be carry 'd through the
feveral Steps of Converfwn again, as we may learn
trom our Saviour's Words to Peter, with Relation
to his Fall, Luke xxn. 32 1 have prayed for thee y
Jhat thy Faith fail not, and when thou art converted
totally loft

low

':

Yet

ic

Pafs, that, as

firengthen thy Brethren.
Sixthly^

-

perfonal Fafling, &c.
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When one is unuer a felt and fmarting

to
Sixthly

',

Ve/ertton,

Ifa.

14 Z/0// [aid, $he Lord hath

xlix.

forsaken me, and my Lord hath forgotten me. 1 his
is a more hopeful Cafe than the tormer : Howbeit

14 ^he Spirit of
a wounded Spi~

goes to the Quick, Prov. xviii.

it

Man

will

f am

his Infirmity , but

lift

who can bear ? There are many bitter Ingrediit, which
make it a Jorrowful Cafe, exqui-

fit

ents in

fitely painful to the Soul, like that of a Woman forfaken, and grieved in Spirit, even a Wife of Touth
Ifa. liv. 6. To one thus deferted, Wrath appears in
the Face of God. and impreft on every Difpenfa-

tion Pfal. lxxxviii.
his Prayer

8

7,

out

flout

is

:

To

Lam.

Hell come into his Soul

and Feeling,
and Flafhes of

his Senfe

8

iii.

;

15, 16.

Pfal'. lxxxviii.

Un-

der the Preflure hereof, fome very grave and folid
Perfons have not been able to contain

themftlves,

yob xxx. 28 I went mourning without

the

flood up and I cried

Sun, 1

This Jmart

in the Congregation.

ing Defertion in greater or leiier Meafure, has often
been the fcartul Outgoing from the dead Lefertion>
as

was

it

—

the Experience

in

And

of the

Spoufe Cant.

v.

a loud Call to perfonal Fafting and
Humiliation, Match, ix. 15 When the Bridegroom
3

7.

floall

'tis

be taken

Seventhly,

ward

from them, then fjjcjll

When

JffiiSiion,

Name,

one

is

whether in

Subftance,

they

faft.

fome outBody, Relations,

preffed with
his

or otherwife.

In

inch

a Cafe,

yob rent his Mantle, and fhaved his Head, and fell
down upon the Ground, and worfmpped Job
20 ;
and David's Knees were weak through Fafting Pfal.
i.

cix.

24.

A Time

on

his People,

is

a ipecial Seaton for

The Lord

often lays affliction

of Afflicliou

Fafting and Prayer.

on Purpofe to awaken them to theif

C

C

4

Duty,

;

a providential Call
it w ae to necejjitate them

Of

4.08

Duty, and as
to it:
Even as Abjaiom, who, having in vain Tent once
and again tor Joab, obliged him at length to come
unto him, by caufing fet his Corn Field on Fire.
This is the Way to get AfRiftion (anBifkd, and
in due Time removed, Jam. iv, 10 Humble your
[elves in the Sight of the Lord, and he (JoaU lift you
up.
We ought therefore to take heed, that we be
not of thofe, who cry not when he bindeth them
but that ia this Cafe we do as Benhadad's Servants,
who. upon a fignal Defeat of his Army, Put Sackcloth on their Loins, and Ropes on their Heads,
and went out, as humble Supplicants, to the
King of Jfrael, who had fmote them i Kings xx.
'

lightly,

When, by

the

Afpeft of Providence,

one is threatned with fome fuch yfflitfion. 'Tis an
ungracious Hardnefs, not to be affected when the
Lord is lifting up his Hand againft us. He was a
Man oi an excellent Spirit, who faid, My FleJJd
trembleth for fear of thee, and I am afraid of thy
?
Judgments Pfal. cxix. 1 20. Tho he was an Hero
that teat ed the Face of no Man, he lard afide that
Bravery of Spirit when he had to do with his God.
Wherefore, when the Lord was threatning the Removal of a Child of his by Death, tho' the continuing ol that Child in Life would have been a lading Memorial of his Reproach, yet the Impreflion
of the Lord's Anger on that threatning Difpenfa-

tlm moved him to betake himfelf to perfonal Faffing and Humiliation before the Lord, for the Life
or that Child. 2 Sam. xii. 16, 22.

When one would have h'lgU and Difome particular Matcer of fpecial Weight,.
'Tis much to be lamented, that Men profefling the
Ninthly,

rection,

in

Belief

;

to

prfonal Faffing, &c.
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Divine Providence in human Affairs,
fhould, in Confidence of their own Wifdom, cake
the VVeignt or theft Matters on themfelves, without
acknowledging God in ttum; aiming only to pleafe

Relief of a
1

and not their God, as if their
Advantage and not their Q?«fctence, were concerned in their Determinations and
Hence it is, that wife Men are often left
JLefolves.
to fignal Blunders in Conduct, and feel Marks of
God's Indignation juilly impreft on their rafh DeThus JoOnta and the Princes of
terminations,
J]raely in the Matter of the League with the Gibeohites, finding no Need of the Excrciie of their
themfelves therein,

fancy.. Conveniency,or

1

Wit, vainly imagining they
enough with their own Eyes, 'Took of
their Victuals, and asked not Counfel at the Mouth
of the Lord, and were egregioufly over-rcach'd by
them, as they faw afterward, when it was too

Faith,

could

but

fee

of their

well

late, Jojh. ix. 14, 22.

We have a Divine Command and

Promtfe, extend]

ing to our temporal, as well as to our fpiritual Concerns ; and very fuitable to the neceffary Dependence

we have on God

in

Things, as Creatures on

all

Lean not unto thine own
Under/landing, ver. 6 In all thy Ways acknowledge
him, and he /Jo all direct thy Paths.
oigftt
their Creator, Prov.

iii.

5

We

therefore, in all our Matters,

him

as our Diour whole Courfe, as he directs
by his Word and Providence. Since he hath laid,
/ will teach thee in the Way which thou Jhalt
go, I will guide thee with mine Eye Pfal. xxxii. S
rector

;

and

to eye

fleer

unquestionably our Duty, tofet the Lord always
to regulate our ABing, and
ceafing from Aciion, by the Divine Direction, even as
the JJraelttes in the Wildcrnefs, removed and refied,
•'tis

lejore us Pfal. xvi. 8

;

jtfft

Of a -providential

4.10

Call

Cloud arid Fire, removed or
ix. jjksjjj.
Num.
them
relied before
may be in fuch a SiAffair
an
indeed
Sometimes
of making
Opportunity
an
not
tuation, as allows
in
it, by jolenm
Light
for
God,
unto
an Addrefs
but wc
Prayer: But we are never fa circumftanced,
juft as the Ptllar of

the holy Oracle,
have Accefs to lift up our Eyes to
did in fuch
Nehemiah
as
Ejaculation-,
in a devout
is
a Promife
there
And
ii.
y.
4,
a Situation AW;,
verified,
often
been
has
which
Cafe,
relative to that

of the Saints taking
in the comfortable Experience
Direction ; Prov.
Divine
the
obtain
that Method to
do alt not /tumble.
thou
runnest,
iv. 12 ^hen thou
to lay
themfclves,
accuftom
lliould
But Chriftians
beiore the Lord, in folemn Prayer,
their

for

Matters

therein, as iar as CtrcumSo did Abraham's pious Servant,
Mafter had committed to him,
And accordingly he had

Lkht and Dire&ion

do permit.
with the Affair his
Gen. xxiv-12, 13, 14
Accomplimment
a pieafurable Experience of the

ftances

=

ot

Cafe, Prov. iv. 12 When
the Promife relative to that
And
not he ftraitned.
JJoall
thou gof.st, thy Steps
ot
Matter
a
in
determined
where th. y are to be
their Lot,
of
Change
the
as
Weight, fuch
/}>*«*/

fomc
the Choice of an Imployment,

momentuous

Occurrences in Lire,
Undertaking, or any the like
find not a tew, alwill
whereof fcrious Chriftians
and Opportunity to deliberate

lowing them Time

on them

;

that

is

nary Praver with

a fpecial Occafipji for
Fafiing, for

extraordi-

Light from the Lord

difcovcr what is their Duty
the Father of Lights, to
them to in^thc Matcalling
is
he
therein, and what
Babylon with
So the Captives returning from
ter

Ezra, kept a Fafi at
God a right Way Ezra

the
viii.

River Ahava,
2 1.

to Jee*. c}

to
ienthly,

pr[onal Fa fling,
When Duty

&c

411

being cleared in a Matter

the fet ting to- in
of fpecial Weight, it comes
of God with him
the
Pre
needs
fence
one
Event
which
it,
upon
and Succefs in
Divine
the
Bleffmg
therein,
unts
go
the King, to
in
to
being
Thus
Eflher
it.
to

bet People, there was folemn Fa/luled by her and the Jews in
Occafion,
chat
on
ing
Shufoan Efth. iv. 8, 16. And Barnabas and Saul
being called of God unto a fpecial IVork, were not
fentaway to it, but after Fafting and Prayer Ads
xiii. 2, 3. We need not only Light from the Lord,
to difcover unto us our Duty in particular Cafes ;
but that being obtained, we need alfo his Prefence
to go along with us in the Thing, that we may be

make Requeji for

enabled rightly to make our Way, which he bids
Therefore faid Mofes Exod. xxxiii. 1 5 If
us go.
thy Prefence go not with me, carry us not up hence.
'

Sin
ever

hath defiled every Thing to us : And howpromifing any worldly State, Condition, or

Thing whatfoever, may appear

in our Eyes; yet if
Pre fence of God in it, and his
BleJJing upon it, to purify it unto us, we'll be Myr'd
in it, and find & Snare and a Zrap> if not a Curfex

we

have not the

-therein, to us.

Eleventhly,

When

one, having fome unordinary

Hazard ofc being enis in
On fuch an
fnared either into Sin or Danger.
Occafion was the forementioned Faft at Shujban,
kept Eflher jeoparding her Life, in going in unto
the King in the Inner-Court, not called by him Eftb.
jv. 11, 16. The Ship has need to be well balafted,
that fails while the Wind blows high : And in a
difficult and enfnaring Time, there's need of Fafling
and Prayer fat Heaven's Safe-condud thro* it.
Difficulty to encounter,

;

Men's

Of a providential

411
Men's

trufting to themfelvcs

Call

in iiich a

Cafe, Canbetraying them into Snares.
La/lly, When one hath in View fome fpecial
folemn Approach unto God ; in which Cafe a fpecial Preparation is requifite.
Thus y*<ro£ called his

not mifs

ot

Family to fuch Preparation,
pentance, in

Lord
;

t

order

at Bethel

in the Exercife ot

to their

Gen. xxxv.

appearing
2,

3.

Re-

before

The

the

I/raelites

were called to the fame, in order to the awful Solemnity of the giving of the Law on Mount Sinai
Exod. xix. 10, 11, 15. And 'tis obfervable, that,
whereas the Feali of Tabernacles was the moll joyful of all the Feafts the Jews had throughout the
Year, a folemn Faft was appointed of God to be
obferved always before it, four free Days only inter veeniug, Lev. xxiii. 27, 34. For, in the Method
of Grace, none ftand fo fair tor a lifting up, as
thefe who are mod deeply humbled I fa. xl. 4. Luke
xviii. 14. Jam. iv. 10. Wherefore, 'tis a laudable
Practice of our Church, that Congregations keep a
congregational Faft, before the Celebration of the
of the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper,

F^aft

among them,

in order to their

lemn Approach unto

And,

God

Preparation for a

in that holy

Jfo-

Ordinance

fame Reafon, fecret Fafting by partiand private Fafting by Families
apart, efpecially fuch as have not Accefs to join in
the pubhck Faft, would be very feafonable ow fuch
an Occafton. And if thefe fecret and private Fafts
could more generally obtain, and get Place, in Congregations, fome little Time before the Communionwork did begin 5 it would be a Token for Good,
and might prove like the Noife and Shaking among
the dry Bones, that ufhered in the Breathing on the
tor the

cular Perfons apart,

Slain.

to perform I Fafting,
Sain, and

the cau/ing

Feet, Ez.k. xxxvii. 7,

Thefe Things

duly

&g

415,

them to pan d up upon

their

10.

confidered, each

Chriftiart

be in cafe to judge for himfelf, when it is,
that he is under a providential Call to perfinal Fafting and Humiliation.

may

SECT.
Directions

HI.

anent prfonal Fa fling

and Humiliation.

H\k v

1

ng

Faftttig

feen the Divine Warrant {ox per[on at
and Humiliation, and confidered the

Nature of a providential Call to that extraordinary
Duty, it remains to offer fome Advices or Directions
for the profitable managing of it in Practice.

DIRECTION
When

I.

you find, that the Lord is calling you to
Duty, prudently make Choice of a fit 'time and
Place for it aforchand, wherein you may have Axcefs
to go about it without Diflratlion.
And carefully
dilpofe of your ordinary Affairs^ before that Time, fo
as you may have no Let nor Hind-rance from that
Part, which you can prevent.
IVorks of Necejfity
and Mercy, which are lawfully done on the Lord's
Day, are much more fo in this Cafe, wherein the
Duty waits not on the Time, but the 'Time on the
Duty. Yea, in caie fomething of worldly Bufinefs%
which
this

m

Vin<%ions went

which you could not

nor prevent, do fall out
be deferred or
put off without jfome notable Inconveniency ; you
may, without Scruple, difpatch it : For the Ttme
But in that Cafe, labour that, ii
is not hoi}.
pofliblc, your Work be not thereby mar'd ; and
carefully keep up your Frame or Spirit ior the Duty
you are engaged in. But Chriftian Prudence to
weigh Circumftances, for which you are to look up
unto the Lord, is neceffary to determine herein, according to the general Rules of the Word, Mattb.
in the

xii.

3

As

Time

—

which

of your

forefee

Fafly and cannot

7-

as are not Matters of their Time,
the Cafe of Servants, they cannot law-

for fuch
is

time at their own Hand, even
Duty: For our God hates Robbery for
Burnt- offering If a. lxi. 8. But then they may en-

fully difpofe of their

for this

deavour to procure the neceflary Time, at the Hand
to whom, if they be godly and
;
ferious, they may modeftly hint their Dclign ; pitching on a Time with fo much Difcretion, as that
of their Mailers

their

Good may

not be

evil

fpoken

of.

And

if

any

unrhindrul of their Mafter which is in Heaven,
as to rerufe fuch a difcreet Defire ; yet let not the

be

fo

Party by any Means think, that the [acred Nature
of the Thing he has in view, gives him a Power to
rob his Matter of fo much of his lime : For Men
can offer nothing to God, with a good Conference,
but what is their own ; and Exerciies of Devotion
are fo far from flacking the Tie oc moral Duty to
our Neighbour, that they are nothing but an out"
*ward Form ot Devotion, unacceptable to God, fo
far as they do not influence the Party to a careful
and religious Obitrvance of the Duties of Morality,
Cuch as Judgment or Juftice, Mrcy9 and Faith oc
Faith-

ferfonal frfting,

&c;

415

Faithfulnefs Mattb. xxiii. 23. Neither yet let him
imagine, on the other Hand, that he is then no
"arthcr concerned to look after that extraordinary
Duty For no Reafon can be afli^n'd, why one
)iight not to be willing to be at as much Pains or
Bxpence, for procuring to himfelf an Opportunity
in that Duty, as he'll be.
>r Communion with God
wondly
or an Opportunity of attending fome
:

own, placing another in his room.
none of thefe can effectuate it ; then, tho*
he Day or Time of Labouring is the Majier's,
;et the Night or Time or Refting is the Servants ;
et him give unto God what he has, and it mail

3ufinefs of his

But

if

accepted

pe

thro'

Chrift.

2afe of a providential

But,

Neceflity

excepting

the

obliging

one to
;akc the Night for this Exercife, the Day is, genepally fpeaking, the moft proper Time for it, beginthe Morning.
ning the Exercife

m

DIRECT.

I

Make fome

Preparation for

it,

1L
the Night before,

turning your Thoughts towards the

Exncik you

have in view, conlidering of it, and avoiding every
jrhing that hath a Tendency to disfit or indifIpofc

lights
jls

for
:

to fafi

it.
Shun carnal Mirth, and fenfual DeSup fparingly ; to cat the more, that one
religioufly atter, is to mock God, and cheat

In the Intervals of Sleep, take heed that
(elf.
your Thoughts be not vain, and much more that
they be not vile ; but that they be fuch as tend to
fit you for the extraordinary Duty in view.

pne's

DU

Directions antnt

i|.i<5

DIRECT.

III.

Rife early in the Mwning; even (bone?* t nan' ordinary, unlefs by Region or bodily Weaknefs, that
would, tend to distit you :or the W< rk
For then
:

you

Manner,

are called, in a fpecial

watch unto
a fkihly Comfort,
to

Prayer Eph vi. i8» *S/^p is
which, hovvbeirit is neceifary, yet one is in this
Caie called to be [paring of. Therefore the Priefts
were bid ty aU Night in Sackcloth Joel i. 13, and
?

tis

i

recorded

Kings

:

o;

xxi.

Abab, that he

27.

A

proper.

his

in

Means

to

Faft lay

fo'

make one

fleep fparingly.

DIRECT.
AiToon as you awake
^thoughts with a

View

to

IV.
Morning,

in the

your

let

holy

Work, immediately

have Accefs into your Heart. And beware that
carnal or worldly Thoughts get not the Start of
them For ir you allow that, they'll be to your
Soul like Water poured upon Fire-wood, that
makes it hard to kindle. Surely, if one is at any
:

Time to follow the Example of the Pfalmift David
Pfal exxxix. 1 8 When I wake, Jam Rill with thee^
he is to do it at fuch a Time.

DIRECT.

V.

Prayer and Reading
performed
For extraordinary Duties arc not to juftle out the ordinary,
but to be fuperadded unto them. And in fuch
Prayer, bc^ or God Grace to enable you for the

Let your ordinary Duties

of the

Word,

be

firft

of

all

of

:

Work

the

Work

Review of Sim.

ij.ijf

before you, according to his Promife.

Ye&

may

be very expedient, that thereafter you go
unto God again by Prayer, particularly and purpofedly for his Grace, to enable you unto the Duty
it

now come

And

to the fetting to.

forafmuch as out

corrupt Hearts are, upon a near View of a difficult:
end laborious holy Extrcife, very apt to wax faint,

and our Hands to hang down albeit
the Lord is declared to be Strength to
Do you therefore, by
Prov. x. 29

the

;

:

ftudy to exercife Faith
faftly,

the

that his Grace

making

unto you.

:

of

all

Means*

and labour to believe fled-

;

be

(ball

fufficient

and

for you, to

Burden light
with Matth. xf. 30. For no

of his Toke eafy,

2 Cor. xii.. 9.

Way

the Upright

his

-Man mail ever be able to perform a Duty acceptably
unto God, without a believing Terfuafion, in greater
or leffer Meafure, of an Allowance made him of
Grace
it

fufficient

2 Cor.

iii.

j

i'wife

4;

for

an acceptable

5. Philip. \l

1

Performance

2, 13.

One

of

will other-

be but a wicked and flotbful Servant y as

ouj^

'Saviour tcacheth Matth. xxv. 24, 25, 26.

DIRECT.

|

After Prayer in Faith, for the Aid of Divine
Grace, as in the preceeding Direction, begin the
Work with a folemn Review of your Sins, in deep
Meditation, andferious Communing with your own
Heart, thereupon; applying your felf to think of
them, in fuch Manner as you think of your Af-

when

confidering

i

fairs,

I

Cafes of Difficulty.

Hand, Hag.

I

VI.

how

God

to
calls

manage them
for this

at

in

your

5 ibus faith the Lord of Hofts^
Ways. Lam. iii, 40 Let us fear ch
and try our Ways, and turn again to the Lord.
It k recommended unto us, by the Praftict of the
i.

\Cpvfider your
1

E>

d

Saints

to?

Directions anent

6 J communed with mine Heart,
and my Spirit made diligent Search. And cxix. 59.
/ thought on my Ways, and turned my Feet unto thy
The Nature of a religious Faft regeftimon&es.

Saints, Pfal. lxxvii.

quires

it

For,

:

how

can the deep Humiliation there-

in to be aim'd at, be other wife obtained

Way

?

Or what

can one be fitted to make a Confefjion
fuitable to fuch an Occafion ? 'Tis obfervable, that
in the Faft mentioned Neb. ix, the reading of the
elfe

Law

went before the making of the Confefjion ver.
So the firft Work was to fet the Looking-glafs
Jxfore their Eyes, that therein every one might fee
3

:

And

his foul Face.
Jfrael,

the

Direction

a Recovery

order to

in

given to fallen

Hof. xiv.

2

fake

with you Words, and fay &c. doth plainly bear,
that there fhould, in that Cafe, be folemn ferious
^thinking before folemn Prayer.

Now to affift you in the Practice of this Part of
your Work, the following Advices are offered.
First, >Read fome pertinent Paflage of holjr
and that with Application, as reading
Scripture
your own Heart and Life therein. Such are thefe
railages, which contain Difcoveries and Confefjion
;

o\ Sin, as

Jfa.

lix

;

or Lifts of Sins, or of

Sorts of Sinners, as

Rom.

i.

10. Gal. v. 19, 2®,2i. 2 ttim.

Particularly, I
ix.

Neb.

ix.

recommend

Dan.

ix.

29 —

Of thefe,

of the like Nature, you

may

—5. Rev.

xxi. 8.

this Purpofe

Ezra

1

iii.

for

feveral

32. 2 Cor. vi. o,

or other Scriptures

read fuch as you mall

judge meet.

and ufeful, in
Larger Catechifm on the
ften Commands, in the Anfwers to the Queftions,
What is required? And what is forbidden ? and
For by reading thereof with
cfpecially the latter.

Secondly,

"

this Cafe,

It will

be expedient

to read alfo the

Ap-

the

Review of Sins.

you will find out your Gmlti~
which perhaps would not
otherwife come into your Mind.
Thirdly, This done, apply your felf to think of
your Sins, in order to your getting a broad and
bumbling View of your finful and wretched Cafe.
And for your Help herein, I fuggeft to you thefe
Things following.
what Way
Firfi y You may compofe your felf,
you find, by Experience, to be befc for keeping the
Mind fixed. "lis a Piece of Chriftian Prudence in
this Cafe, to difpofe of every Thing fo, as you
may the more readily reach that End, and block up
the Avenues, by which impertinent Thoughts may
make their Entrance. As (i) Becaufe the Eyes
often betray the Heart, through a Variety of Objects, which prefent themfelves to one's View in the
Light : If you are in a Houfe, you may darken it
by flopping the Light; if in the Fields, you may
ly down on your Face, and ciofe your Eyes.
(2) If
you can by no Means keep your Heart atjtmple
Thinking, you may [peak to your felf with a low
Voice, that Words may help to fix the Mind uritc
Thefe are only prudendal Advices,
the Thing.
which they that need may ufe, they that need not

Application to your

1

'

4J9J

many

iiefs

in

may

let alone.

felf,

Points,

Seccwlly, It will

be very

profitable

to obferve

!fome Method and Order in thinking of your Sins.
A eonfufed and indeterminate Manner of Thinking
',

of our Sins, doth,

in feveral

Refpe&s,

fall

fhort of

Thought about them. 'Tis true, when
khe Spirit of the Lord is carrying on a fpecial
|an orderly

Work

Heart of a Sinner, the
of Courfe be readily laid to Hand,
tand/^ in order before his Eyes Pfal. 1. 21. But it is
of Conviction in the

{Man's Sins

will

D

d

2

another

^DlreBlons antni
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Sins,
another Cafe, where one is fearching out his
Herein,
Spirit
of
the
with an ordinary Afliftance
Intereft, who
thefe do not duly confult their own
:

refufe the

Hdp&i Method

in the Search.

And there is a twofold Method or Order, which"
may be helpful to you therein to wit, the Order
;

of -the

time

and the Order of the ten ComBoth thefe are natural, and eafy to

of Life,

mandments.

the meaneft Capacity'-

'

Thinking on your Sins in the. Order of the Time
general View
of your Life, you will thereby get *
you*
throughout
that
and
Sinfulnefs,
of your own
Method,
this
in
And
Life.
whole
the Sin or your Nature.
Wirft, Yon are to confidcr
You are' to look unto the Rvck whence ye are hewn y
I fa.
and to the Hole of the Fit whence ye are digged
thy
Lump thou waft in
i. Think, what a finrul
li.
conceived
Conception and Birth, Sbapen in Iniquity,
into the World,
in Sin Pfal. li. 5. How thou cameft
Neck, bindwith Cords of Guilt wreathed about thy
ing thee over

to

Wrath under

the

Curfe

original Righteoufnefs ;
the
corrupted, being the very Reverfe of
all its Faculties
in
thy
;
of
ture
with the firft
verted, ready to difcover
wrong Set, namely, a Propenfity to

naked of

God

ftnpt

;

thy whole Nature

SM

holy

Occafion,
Evil, and

its

an Averfion to Good

;

and thy Body

Na-

quite per-

in all its

Mem-

In Confideration whereof thou
bers finful Flejh.
of the Divine
mayeft well fay, with Admiration
me ! Or why
prevent
Patience, O why did the Knees
the Breafts that I (houldfuck !
to the Sins
Secondly, Then turn your Thoughts
tells
Penkentials
his
Solomon in
of your Childhood.
Ecclef.xi.
Vanity
are
Touth
us that Childhood and
of that early Period of our Life,
ig'. Truly, the Sins
i
arc
ia

U

the Revieiu of Sins.
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be remembred to be laught at, but
Mourned over ;• and fo they will be. by true PeniFor they are the early Spnurings and Buds
tents
been fatal to
or" corrupt Nature, that might have

are not to

:

we had gone further; Behold, how in that
Period thou haft fpoken and done evil Things as thou
a
Tis likely, that many of thefe Things are
touldft.
forgotten : But yet you may dill fearch out as

os, ere

many

of them, ao

may

b: Matter of deep HumiliThere may be Stns

ation unto you before the Lord.

of Childhood, that will malce a bleeding

Wound

a gracious Heart, on every Remembrance
even unto the dying Day. n

i

thirdly,

Then

take a view of the

Sins

in

thereof,

of your

Job got a moving View of his,
to a good Age, Job xiii. 26 T'hou write/}
hitter Tbtngs. againft rue, and makeft me to pojfefs
the Iniquities of my Toutb.
David's Heart bleeds
rat the Remembrance of his, crying unto God, Remember not the Sins of my Toutb Pial. xxv. 7. Youth
rafh, and inconsiderate
and therefore a
is vain,
.dangerous Period of Life, precipitating fome into
fucn Steps as make them to halt all their Lire after,
proving tatal to many, aud laying up Matter of Re-

when he

Toutb.

was Came

I
!'

i

•

I

j

;

all.
And if the Follies of it be not
timely repented of and mourned over, by the Sinner,

pentance to
they [hall

and

ly

down with him

in the

all thefe

.

n,

when for
Judgment Ecclef.

God

will bring

him

into

Therefore do you take a mournful
them, and judge your felves, in Time.
%i. 9.

-

Duft Job xx.

prefent themlelves again in full Tale,

View of

Fourthly, li you are come to middle Age, proceed to the fearching out of the Sins of that Period
ot your Life.
In it you cannot mifs of Matter of

4eep Humiliation

;

tor

Man

D

d

at his heft Eftate is attogether
3

%L%

mem

pireffions

together Vanity Plal. xxxix. 5. Every Period of Lifc

with

is attended

its

proper Snares and Temptations'

Way

And

he who, right or wrong, hath made his
thro' thefe of Touth, doth but enter into a new
Throng of Temptations of another Kind, while he
enters

on the next Stage of Life: In the which

Men

often, ere

tnany

'filings,

they are aware, pierce themfetojes
through with many Sorrows ,Tofe themjelves in a
.Cloud of Cares and Buiintfs, and troubled about
fi

If

hafil%

Thing needful.
advanced into old Age, go

forget the one

you

are

forward and view your Sins
ever

do attend
out and repented

Infirmities

be fearcht
excufe a

Man,

hath kept

will be the

Thus

it,

the Sins of

of,

too

its

Ground,

is

:

God,

before a holy

The Corruption

aged Sinner.
it

in that Period.

For

it

Whatmull

it

will not

that he

is

an

of Nature, the longer

the

more

hateful,

more humbling to a gracious

1

and

Soul.

have your whole Life before you, in
Parcels.
And that you may with the greater
biflin&nefs, review any Period thereof, which you
you'll

have fully pafl, or of which you have paft a great
Part ^ you may diftinguifh the fame into leffer Periods, according to the more notable Events, Turns,
or Changes that were in it, and review them fepairately; as, for Jnitance,The Time before you went
to School, by its felf, the Time of your being at ie,
its felf; and fo in other Cafes.
But for a more full and particular View of your
Sins, do you proceeed in the Order of the fen Commandments. The holy Law, confidercd in its Spirituality and vaft Extent, is the proper Means for
round Conviction: Tis the Sinners locking glafs,
whereby to di/cern the vail Multitude of his Spots
and Defilements, in Order to his Humiliation,

by

Rom,

the
Rom.

vii.

For I had

Review of

7 I had
not

not

known

known

Sins.

4*3

Sin, but by the

Law

Luft, except the

Law:

had /aid,

Wherefore, by no Means neto go thro' the Ten ComReview,
gleft in this
of them,
viandments: And paufe upon every one
and whereconfidcring the Duties required therein,
ok them and
in you have been guilty by Omiffion
wherein you have
the Sins forbidden therein, and
guilty in both
been guilty by Commijfion of them ;
This would
Deed.
Kinds, in Thought, Word, and
ok
Multitude
the
be a proper Means, to (hew you
your Trarifgrefiions.
the other
But to proceed in both the one and
thou (halt not covet.

Period of
Order jointly, namely, by reviewing each
ComTen
the
of
Order
the
feparately, in

your Life
be ©t
mandments, would, thro' the Divine Bleffing,
hummoft
the
reaching
for
Ufe,
the moft jlngular
Win? View of your whole Life.
your
Thus far of the fecond Thing fuggefted for
humbling
a
to
order
in
Sins,
your
of

Help to think

View

Cafe.

of your

therein,

Thirdly,

And

for

your further Help

*

.
f

Be

fure that in a fpecial

..

Manner you

of your
your Eyes the fgnal Mifiarriages
Confcicnce
wounded your
Life thefe Sins that have
are but tew, if any, of a
there
doubt
I
deepeft.
fome fuch Blots
tender Confcicnce, who fee not
remarkable Treipailes
their Efcutcheon ; fome
them on every
Heart or Life, that are ready to gall
perhaps known unto none but

fet before

m
m

Remembrance;

tho'

Eli had fuch a Blot
the Name of
under
on him, pointed out to him
And
in. 1 3Sam.
i
The Iniquity which he knoweth
had
Scripture,
in
the beft of the Saints mentioned
Now.
them.
humble
to
foraething of that Nature

God

and themfelves.

Good

:;

Direttiom

^14

you would be duly humbled'

as ever

oi perfonal

cife

anerit \

t^,

Faffing, let

hi yolir

in

Exefr

your RevieW

of your Sins, be brought forth by Head-mark, ancj.
Jet before you in the Sight of a holy God ; and that,
freely pardoned unto you long
For the View of thefe is mod likely to aftedab
you ; and pardoned Sins, inafmuch as thty are j^rdoned; are bumbling in the Remembrance of them
'&#&* vii. 37, 38, 47, as Paul's pardoned #lafghemy and Perfection were to him 1 S5^»i i. 13.
•Fourthly, In. thinking on your Sins, take along
with you the Aggravations of them. Reprefent to
your idi the- infinite Majefiy'oi God, againfl whom
you hate finned; And as ever you would 'be duly
humbled, entertain high and elevated Thoughts of
This will make you to
the Lord our ''Lawgiver.
fay with David Pfal. li. 4 Againfl thee, thee only
have I famed, and done this Evil in thy Sight
imderft adding by your own Experience what he

Although they be
•-

tago

:

In your' Meditation, fet God's
xneauc thereby.
Way of Dealing with you, all along from your very
:

.<

Birth, over againft your IVay of Dealing with him
So fhall Cunvicliou" be brought" home on your
"

Edge;

Confeience; with a peculiar

while, conlide-

ring the Mercies he hath heapt on you, the Light

and learnings he hath afforded you, your
appear of a deeped Dye.

Hzv'mg thus

Guilt will

•

;

your extreme Sinfulnefs,
confider- in the next Place the juft Demerit of your
Sin, even God's Wrath'-and Curje both in this Life
#nd that which is to come. For becaufe of ihefe
Things' cometh the Wrath of God upon the Children
•

,

Fifthly,

feen

:

®f'Dtfobedience Eph.

v. 6.

glajs for Sinners, not only in
In
s

its

Ibrsatnings and Curfe
•

<

'

•

•

She Law
its
;

is

a Looking'

Commands, but

{hewing unto

alk>

all their

cur*

Review of

the
i

.

Sins.
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turfed State by Nature, to Unbelievers what they
are actually lying under for their Sins, and to Be-

what

Viewers

theirs

do deferve.

And

therefore,

you have, as before directed, gone .thro' all the
<£en Commandments, for your Conviflion and Humiliation
do you for your further Humiliation, fee
your Eyes upon the Threatnings and Curfe of that
holy Law as a Covenant of Works; and fee therein

after

\

!

Deferring, fo as That God may be juftihe fpeaketh againft: you, and clear when
be judgeth Pfal. li. 4. And think with thy felf, how
thou lhould'ft, without Peradventure, eternally peri/b

your
fled

juft

when

under his Wrath, if he fhould proceed againft thee
according to the Law and Jufiice; as he hath actually proceeded againft. many, for thefe very Sins
wherewith thou art chargeable.'
Sixthly, In this Review of your Sins, endeavour
all along, that your Bye may affect your Heart. In
vain will you rake into that Dunghill, if {likable
Affections or Emotions of Heart be not thereby excited

in

Pfal. cxix.

Mask

And

you.

(1) Hatred,

thefe

Deteftation,

128.

Rom.

fuitable Affections are,

and Abhorrence of Sin

xii. 9.

Wherefore, pull the

remove the Paint and Varnifh
that has been laid over it, that you may fee it in
its native Deformity
and look on it, until your
Stomach turn on the fometimes fweet Morfel.
(2) Grief and Sorrow of Heart for it Pfal. xxxviii.
18. Let your Heart be rent, in Confideration of
from

oft'

it,

•

the Offence thereby given to a gracious
Contrariety to his holy Nature and Will,

nouring of his Son

who gave

himfelf a

God,
its

its

dijloo-

Sacrifice for

and grieving of his Spirit who fan&ifles us.
(3) Holy Shame upon the Account of it Jer. xxxi.
1$. Behold it as a filthy Thing, the very Reverie
Sin,

"'

:

:
•

-

of

\l6

J)ire#ions anent

of the Beauty of Holinefs, the Holmefs of God cxand be confounded at the Sight.
in his Law
Behold it as a bafe Requital of Divine Favours, and
Ifujh before him.
(4) Self lothing Ezek. xxxvi. 01
preft

;

Purfue the Thought of the Filthmefs of your Sin,
till you lothe your felf in your own Sight, as ren*

dercd unclean

^nd

Life.

(5

by Abominations of Heart
Longing to be rid of Sin, the

all over,
)

A

and Indwelling of it.
JDweil on the Thought of your Sinfulnefs, till your
jReart pained and burdened therewith groan out
longing Defires of Deliverance, as Rom. vii. 24
Guilt, Defilement, Prevailing,

Q

Man

I am, who pall deliver me from
the Body of this Death! Who will draw this Dagger out of my Bowels! This Sting out of my Conscience! This Pcyfon out of my Flefh! Who will
take this Load off my Back
All this would be no more than neceffary HumiFor it will be the Lot of every Sinner,
liation.
cither in Time or in Eternity, to be like the Fiffr,
that's boil'd in the W'ater which it fometime a Day
fwimd in. But, Ueffed are ye that weep now
Luke vi. 21. Wo unto you that laugh now: For ye
shall mourn and weep ver. 25.
Lastly, It will be very neceiTary, that the whole
of this Work be mixed with devout Ejaculations.
wretched

that

For, be fure, 6atan will be at your Right-hand, to
Your Heart
refill you, and to mar your Work
will be ready to mifgive you in it, to flop, and turn,
afide: Therefore prefs forward in it, lifting your
:

now and then, to the Lord for Help.
Review of your own Sins, let a View
fublick Sins of the Church and Land where-

JEyes, every

With
of the
in

you

this

live,

be joined; ufing the fame

Helps, as

m

'

the

#wn

in your

Rcvkw of Sim:
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which need not be

particular Cafe,

here repeated.

And

in

Relation

to

this, I

fubjoin only three

Mvices.
Firft, Begin always with your own Sins; even
5
tho the principal Caufe of your Faft be the State of
This has been the Manner of
the Church or Laud.
the Saints, Ifa. vi. 5 ifben /aid 7, wo is me, for J
am undone,, be caufe I am a Man of unclean Lips%

and I dwell in the midft of a People of unclean Lips.
Dan. ix. 20 And whiles I was fpeaking, and pray*
ing, and confeffing my Sin, and the Sin of tny
People Ifrael. The Reafon hereof is manifefti
For one will never be duely humbled for the Sins of
$thers, who is not in the firft Place fo humbled foe
his own.

Secondly, Reprefent publick Sins to yourfelf, under fuch Notions as may tend to excite fuitablc

Affections and

them
wounding

Emotions

of

Heart

in you.

Look on
God,

as they are difhoiiouring to our gracious

or ruining to the Souls of

Men,

difgrace*

and provoking
God to Wrath againfl the Land. Hate and lotbe
them, be afhamd of them, and mourn over them, on
thefe Accounts; and long for the Day of purging
them away.
Lajily, See your own finful Part in them, by all
Means. Bring them home to your own Confcience,
before the Lord
Search out, and fee, what of the

ful to our holy Chriftian Profeffion,

:

Guilt thereof you are, either direftly or indireBly%
chargeable with, in his Sight
and be deeply humbled for the fame.
-,

Thus

far of the

Review

of Sin.

DIRECT.

Direttions

4^zS

amnt
m

DIRECT.
After this

Gqd
And

Review

by Prayer,

and

here, Qonfeffon

frayer
fejfion,

:

Yea, and
it

will

if

of your Sins made, go unto
make ConfeJJion of them.

is

to be the chief Part of your

the whole oi

not be amifs.

nary ConfeJJion of

Sin,

a religious Fafl Neh.

VII.

is

it

almoft be Cotir

Certainly extraordi-

a great Part of the

Work

D47/. ix 20'. And the
Review,
in
folemn
which one's Sins are fo particularly fearched out, natively iffues. therein.

jojf

.

For

the

more

ix. 3.

profitable

Management

fejjion of Sin, the following

Advices

or this

Con-

are offered.

First, Take no Thought of your Voice, farther
For
than to keep it from being unfeafonably high.
its
fejf,
in
is
Voice,
Heart
the
the
nothing before
r
fearching God, who regards not the Sound of Men's
tfhe
^throats, but of their Heart and AffecJions.

-

true IVorfoippers Jhall worflnp -the Father, in Spirit
and in tfruth ; for the Father feeketh fuel? to worJlnp him John iv. 23. But fometimes there js a Deceit in the Voice,

to the beguiling of the Soul, as

it

EzekieVs Hearers with the Mouth Jhewing much Love Ezek. xxxiii. 31, And one, by an

fared with

indifcreet

Management

weakned; and
fo as need

of

it,

may

be

fruitiefly

disfitted for continuing at the

may

require.

The

Work,

Affections are the

beft Rulers of the Voice.

Secondly, Endeavour to bring along into your
and carry along, thefe AffecJms and
Emotions of Heart, of which before namely, Hatred and Detefiation of Sin, godly Sorrow, holy
Shame, Self-loathing, and longing to be rid of Sin.
Pfah

ConfeJJion,

;

:

Confcffm of

/ will declare

Pfal. xxxviii. 18

my

be forry for

When

mine

Iniquity, I wtll

Leper was to cry
were to be rent, his
there was to be a Covering upon

Sin.

andean andean,
Head bare, and

4I9

Sins.
the

his Cloaths

his uppe r Lip Lev. xiii 45. A confejjing Tongue
requius a broken Heart, a Spirit really weighted
And the Marble, that f'weats
with a Senle of Sin.
in foul Weather, but yet is never a whit the fofter,
fhail be an Emblem or one confejjing his Sin with a
Yet let none fenfible of the Hardnefs
hale Heart.

of their Heart, be thereby
faying,

ConfeJ/ton,

Who

made

to fland aloof

will roll

away

from

the Stone I

Let thtm go forward, and eflay it Let them confefs their Hardnefs of Heart, and Unfit nefs to make
:

for fo they may find the Stone rolled
away to their Hand.
Thirdly, Be as full as you can, in your Confef-

ConfelTion

;

laying all your fpiritual Sores before the Lord,

Jiori;

you know them. One Wound conceal'd
from the Phyfician, may prove fatal to the Patient
And one Sin induitrioufly paft over in ConfefJion y

fo far as

may

prove fatal to the Sinner; for he that coveretb
Sins

his

JJjall

was aware

not profper Prov. xxviii. 13.

of this Pfal. xxxii.

5

David
my

J acknowledged

Sin unto thee, and mine Iniquity have I not hid.
It fared ill with Ananias ana Sapphira, for that in

another Cafe, they lied unto God, and kept back a

Ads

Part,
(ires to
is

v. And he's no true penitent, that dehide any fweet Morfel under his 2'ongue, and

not willing

to take

known Sin.
Fourthly, Be very
opening out
Pfal.

vil

li.

your

Shame

particular in your Confefllon,

fpiritual

4 I have done

20 / have finned

to himfelf tor every

Sores before the Lord.

Evil in thy Sight. Jofh.
and thus and thus have I

this

—

done.

Directions antnt
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done.
To confefs the feveral Kinds of your Sin ifii
general, without defending to Particulars, is too

Work on fuch an Occafion. The parAbominations
of your Heart and Life, are
ticular
raifed up in Meditation, to be laid before the Lord
I fuppofe you to be at this
in humble Confeffion.
Work in a fecret Place, where you may freely utter before him, what it would not be proper you
iuperficial

fliould fay in the hearing of others.

great deal of Freedom

No

doubt, a

may

be ufed in fecret Prayer,
in narrating of Thoughts and Actions, with the
Defignation of 'time, Place, and Perfons, fo as may

tend to one's deeper Humiliation

be to Edification,

Now

;

which would not

in foetal Prayer.

in order to

your being the more full and

particular in your Confeffion, I would

the fame
in, as in

recommend
Method and Order to be obferved therethe Review of your Sins.
I believe, that

Go
fo doing you will find the Advantage of it.
orderly through the feveral Periods of your Life,
and

thro'

Confejfion

all
;

the

ten Commandments, making your
alfo you may take in the Con-

where

feffion of publick Sins, always fo as may beft tend
In a fpeto the further Humiliation of your fe If.
cial Manner, be very particular as to the fignal
Mifcarriages of your Life.: And aggravate your
Guilt, acknowledging the aggravating CircumftanAnd unto the Confeffion of your known
ces thereof.

Sins, again ft all the ten Commandments, add a
humble Acknowledgment, of a large Void and
Blank to be left for your unknown Sins againft
every one of them; which you can by no Means
the all knowing God can
For, Who
fill up, but
:

can underftand,
fidering the

his Errors

Commands

? Pfal.

xix.

of the perfect

And, conLaw, as bin-

1 2.

ding

•

Confession of Sins.
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ding you to embrace the Go/pel, confefs your atrocious Guilt in finning againft the Remedy of Sin,
therein revealed, offered, and exhibited unto you.

Fifthly, It will be profitable, that all along
thro' your Confejffion, you approve of the Law, as
loly, juft, and good Rom. vii. 1 2. For as Black doth
bed appear, when fet by White; fo Sin appears
molt clearly in

when

fet

its

native

Hue, exceeding

JJnfui,

over againft the pure, holy, juft, and good

As, for Example, when you are to
againft the firft Commandment,
Sins
your
tonfefs
Purpofe.
"Lord, thou comthis
to
fay
you may

Commandment.

" mandeft me, faying, Zhou Jhalt have no other
" Gods before me. I acknowledge, tfhis thy Com-'
P mand is moft juft and reafonable in it felf, and
" moft good for me. It was thou alone who made

" me, thou alone

haft preferv'd me
1 never
needed another God befides thee, and none buc
" thou could ever do the Part of a God to me-—
* thou didft magnify thy rich Grace, in condefcen-

"

" ding to be, in Christ a God to me a moft
" wrerched Creature. Neverthelefs, over the Belhp
u of this Law of Love, my Duty, and my Intereft,
" I have had many other Gods before thee I have
u fet up my curfed felf in thy Room and Stead
•
" made the vain World my God
&c" And
:

fo in other Cafes.

Lastly, Let your

ConfeJJton be clofed with Self-

condemning, Self- emptying, and a Look of Faith.
Firft, Condemn your (elf, as did the returning
Prodigal Luke w. 18 Father, 1'have finned again
fi
Heaven, an d before thee, ver. 19 And am no more

worthy

to

be called thy Son.

Commandments
look

now

before,

and

to the fhreatnings

As you
confeft

lookt to the

your Sin; fo

and Curfe of the Law,
and

;

IP
and

Directions antht

confefs

Nothing

felf.

call

your

your

Read

juft Deferving.

Doom, and

ideferved

pafs

Sentence

there your

againft

more natural, than that now
Fool and Beaft, for that you have

felf

is

your
yoii
fol-

lowed the wild Fire of your corrupt Inclinations,
to the myreing of your fdf thus in Sin and Guilt
and have broken over the Hedge, where now you
find the Serpent biting you.

And

here,

Firfi, Confefs you deferve no Good, but all Evil,
If the Caufe of your Faft be fome Evil,
in fame.
you are at prefent fmarting under, acknowledge

m ir. If it is fome Stroke
and hanging over your Head, confefs
that you well deferve, it fhould fall on you in its
If it is Light that yen want, confefs
full IVeight.
you deferve to be left in Darknefs : Or, whatever
be the Mercy you come to make Supplication for,
acknowledge from the Heart, that you have forSurely, in cafe your uncirCnmcifed Heart
feited ir.
be humbled, you will accept of the Punifhment of
your Iniquity Lev. xxvi. 41. And then, if your Sin
has found you out, you will own the Procedure
againft you to be righteous and holy If your broken
If the Lord has
Bones (mart, you'll fay 'tis juft
turned his former Smiles into Frowns, mixed vour
Comforts with Gall and Wormwood, fowring them
fo as to fet your Teeth on edge, blafted your Enjoyments, and fqueez'd the Sap out of them, you wiW,
after Confeffion of Sin, fay from your very Heart,
my Folly makes it fo.
Secondly, Confefs you deferve eternally to perjft,
and that It is of the Lord's Mercies you are not confumed Lam. jii. 22. that God might in Jufttce
Wrap you up in the filthy Garments of your Sin,
and call you out of his Sight, into the Lake burning
with
God

to &£jUp'9 very juft

tbreatned,

y

:

:

4^

Confession of Sins.

with Fire and Brim ft one, as the fitted Place for fuch
Acknowledge your felf to be, in
a finful Lump.
your [elf, a wretched Creature juftly under the Curfe
and condemnatory Sentence of the Law, having nothing to fay tor your felf, at the Bar of Juftice, why
ic may not be fully executed again ft you, a St If condemned, as well as a Law- condemned Sinner. Pfah
Whatever your State be in the Sight or God,
li. 4.
'tis altogether juft, that your Libel againft your felf,

be not concluded without this.
Secondly, Be emptied of your

felf, in a humble
and hearty Acknowledgement of utter Inability to
Having taken a View of the Load
help your felf.
of Sin lying upon you, and laid before the Lord the
Particulars of your Burden, with the finking Weight

thereof; acknowledge that

it

is

quite beyond

your

Power to move it from off you. Say from the Heart,
" Lord, here's a Load of Guilt lying upon me,
*
which by no Doing or Suffering of mine can be
" moved: Here's a mighty Power of Sin, I am no
u more able to grapple with, than a little Child with
" a Giant a dead Weight, I can no more remove^
(

;

u than I can remove a Mountain.
" Under it, as juftly thou mayeft,
This

is

me

thou leave
."

true Humiliation, where the poor broken

at the Lord's Feet,
bound with Ten thoufand Cords

Sinner

If

I perifh

lies

fenfiblc,

that he's

of Guilt, but

un-

able to loofe the weakeft of them; that his Soul

prey'd upon, and
oi living

Lufts,

any of them.

If

is

be devoured, by a Swarfrt
unable to kill or floake off

like to

yet

we

are duly humbled, our

Humi-

the

Ruinc

liation will be carry 'd thus far

:

For,

'tis

of many, that they fee not the abfolute Need of the
Blood of Chrift, for removing of their Guilt ; an'd

E

§

tti

DireUions anew
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Need

of his Spirit , for break*
them.
Lafily, Let there be a L00& of F<cm*&. out of the
low Dungeon. Look unto God in Chriji, and fay,
God be merciful to me a Sinner Luke xviii. 13.
And, turn thou me, and I JJjall be turned Jer.
xxxi. 18. Tell him, That, iince according to his
holy Gofpelf there is yet Hope in Ifrael concerning
this Thing, you miifi and will take the Benefit of
the Gofpel-prcclamation of Grace and Mercy, an<J
lay hold on the Horns of the Altar: And therefore,
5
tho your Weight be heavier than Mountains of
Brafs, you do, with humble Confidence, at the Father's Bidding, lay it wholly over on the ZJAwdof his
Son the Lord Jefus Chrift, trufling thereon alanerly

far lefs,

the abfolute

ing of the Power

of Sin in

for KemiJJion of Sin,

Santfification,

and complete

Salvation.

Now
mean

mud

two Directions
what is proposed

as to the

not, that

needs be done

You may

ufe

all

mentioned, I
them,
at once, without IntermiJJion.
laft

in either of

them, as you are belt able to reach

It is not very likely, that thefe who fpent
them.
one fourth Part of the Day, in confejjtng and worJhipping Nth. ix. 3, did make but one Confefilon
contfnu'd without IntermiJJion.
So you may make
fuch IntermiJJions in either or both of them, as you
Chriftian Prudence muft direct in
find neceflary.
th£ Matter, to ufe the Means y fo as may beft con-

duce to the End.

DIRECT.

VIII.

After ConfeJJion of Sin, apply your felf to the Duty
of perfonal Covenanting, explicite entering into, or

renewing, Covenant with

God, by taking hold of
God's

perfohal Covenanting.
God's Covenant of Grace,
this is a neceffary

may

Faft,

be gathered from Jer.

38, both cited
the Thing.

Nature of

Men

lay open

it

1.

is

That

t

of a perfonal

4, and Neb. ix.
clear from the

For to what Purpofe

ihall

Wounds, before the Phyficiari
mind not to put thcmfelves in his

their

they

if

And

43 ^

Words.

Work

Pare of the

before.

of Souls,

in exprefs

Cure, in the Way of the Covenant ? Or,'
Hand
how can they pretend to mourn for Sin, if they are
not to enter on the Way of Reformation? A Time
for

of perfonal Fafting

is

a

Time

tor

the

Runaway

to

return to his Duty, and to fet Matters right again;
that were put wrong by turning afide from God
.

and

Way. And One unwilling to enter into Co~
with God, cannot be fincere in his Confef-

his

<venant

fan of

and mourning over

Sin,

it,

whatever he

ma/

pretend.

For the right managing of this Duty of perfonal
Covenanting, thefe three following Advices are offered.

First, See that you underft and, and rightly take
up the Covenant, the Covenant of Grace; together

Way

and Manner of a Sinner's perfonal
and being enftated in it unto SalThe which are to be learnt from the holy

with the

tntring into

vation

:

it,

alone, as being rcveal'd in it only.
Miftakes and Mif-apprehenfions of thefe Things,
may be of very bad Confequence in the Pra&ile of
this Duty: For which Caufe Men ought earneftly.
to pray, that God would, by his own Word and
Spirit, fbew them bis Covenant, according to the
Promife Pfal. xxv. 14.

Scripture

According to the Scripture,

the

Covenant,

namely, The Covenant of Grace for Life and Salvation, is not left unto you to make, in Whole nor

E

e 2

irj
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in Part,

Zims

by propofmg and condefcending on

thereof, as a Party- contrafler

It is *»<wfe

:

already,

compleatly made and concluded in all the Articles
whether Condit ternary or Fromijfbry ; and
that, between God the Party-contracter on Hea-

thereof,

ven's

and Christ

Side,

Mediator and fecond

as

Adam the Party-contracter on
And it is regiftred in the facred
And

Scripture.

Jhip of

with my Chofen

David my Servant. 1 Cor. xv..
Adam. 1 John i. 3 ¥hat which we

tfhe laft

45

have feen and heard,
gtlfo

may have

-

Fellowjhip with us

:

you, that

And

and with

Father,

ye

truly our

Son

his

Chftft.

The Condition of
iii.

1

5.

tfhus

it

it

is

Name

Righteoufnefs in the

Mat.

we unto

declare

Vellowjloip is with the

Je/us

Side.

/ have made a Covenant

—

Pfal. Ixxxix. 3

it.

Man's

loft

Records, the holy
you are invited unto the Fellow-

Chrift's fulfilling

of his

becometh us

fpiritual

to fulfil all

all

Seed,

Right a-

This Righteoufnefs was ftated from the
broken Covenant of Wwks
and that in three
Things, namely, perfect Holmefs of Nature, Righteoufnefs of Life, and Satisfaction for Sin : All which
Christ did fulfil, in his being bom perfectly Holy x
thing perfectly Righteous, and making compleat
And thus
Satisfaction by his Death and Sufferings.
the Condition of the Covenant, on which is founded the Right and Qaim to the Promtfes of it 3 is
fulfilled already to your Rand.
otifnefs*"

;

The Promise
Projtrife of

of

it,

refpecting loft Sinners,

eternal Life

pi^herfdfiig all

m

its

iuU Latitude,

Is the.

com-

Things neceflary to make a Sinner

holy and happy ; that God in Christ will be their
God, and they ftall be his People. Tit. I z In Hop*

of eternal Life, wtjjib God ihat cannot

tic]

promi/ed
&4*

perfond Covenanting.

\yj

World began. Hcb. viii. 10 This is the
/ will be to them a God, and they
Covenant
J
shall be to me a People. And tis begun to be iul-

before

the

i\Vd to

all, who have taken hold of the Covenant-,
ready to be fulril'd unco all, who yet ihall

and

is

take bold thereof.

Covenant

the Flan laid by infinite

Wifupon which
t-hey may fafdy venture themfelves, for Time and
Eternity, as upon a Bottom infallibly Jure. Ifa. lv.
3. / will make an everlafting Covenant 'with you
(Heb. I will Cut to you an everlafting Covenant)
Stbis

<lom

even

We

tor the

Sinners;

loft

Mercies of Davi-d.

the Jure

peach

is

Salvation of

Chrift

—

Chrift

the

1

Cor.

i.

23, 43}

Power of God, and

the Wiftdom of God.
It is Heaven's Device for repairing the Lofs we fuftain'd by Adam's Fall, where-

by we become unholy and

miferable, lying in Ig-

norance which we could not cure, under Guilt and
the Curfe which we could not remove, and under
Bondage to Sin and Satan which we could not break.
ver. 3 o But of him are ye in Chrift Jefus, who of

God

is made unto us Wtfdom, and Righteoufnefs,
and Sanclification, and Redemption.
Tne great Design of k, is to exalt the free Grace
to fhew thereof God, in the Salvation of Sinners
;

in the exceeding Riches of his

Grace to them, in

'Tis a Plan laid for cutting off all Ground
of Boafting, from the Creature
to make Chrift:
ally and the Creature nothing in its own Salvation,
as being indebted to free Grace for the Whole there-

Christ.

,•

Eph.
Chap. ii.

of.

of

i.

7

6.

*fo

SfW

his Grace, in

Chrift Je/us.

Jhould boaft.

the Praife of the Glory of his Grace.
be might Jhew the exceeding Riches
his

Ktndmfs towards

us,

through

q Not of Works, leaft any Man
*Tis muc h like unto a Contract of
ver.

Ee

3

Mar-

pirettions anent

gy8

and drawn by a wealthy and
his own proper Motion alone,
between himfelf and a poor Woman, drown'd in
Debt, weak and witlefs, and withal "over-run with
Jothlome Sores rendering her incapable to do any
Thing, whether for her own Relief, or for his SerArid this, upon a Defign to have her wholly
vice
Indebted to him for her Relief, the Payment of her
pebt s the Management of her Perfon, and her Recovery for Adion and Bufinefs.
This Covenant is offered and exhibited to you,
in the Go/pel; as really, as that Contract drawn
and (ign'd by the Phyfician, would be offered and
exhibited to trie Woman, if he mould come and'
prefent it to her, (or her Acceptance. Rom. x. 6
Say 'not in thine Heart, who pall afcend into
Heaven ? (that is to bring Chrift down from above.J ver. 7 Or who Jball defcend into the Deep ?.
(that is to bring tip Chrift again from the Dead.)
Ver. 8 But what faith it} <tbe" Word is nigh thee^
even in thy Mouth, and in thy Heart : SThat is the
Word of Faith which we preach. So that the
Right eoitfnefs of Chrift, to wit, the Holinefs of Nature wherewith he was born, and ..which he retained

Marriage,

devis'd

Phylician,

wife

or*

°

Death, the Rigbteoufnefs of his Life>
and his Satisfaction made by his Sufferings, is in
that Word freely offered and exhibited to you, as
tht fulfil' d Condition of the Covenant, being there-

unfpotted

till

in revealed unto Faith

Rom.

i.

1

7 Gr. as

alfo,

fromife of eternal Lfe, as the Promife of the
venant to bs fulfil''d, being therein hft you
iv.

the

CoHeb.

1,

Hence

ir

appears,

That

the

Duty

of Per/onal

Covenanting is much mifhken and mifmanaged,
where the Party apprehending that God, in the
.

Wosd,

perfonal Covenanting.
Word,

declares

himfelf

willing

be

to

439
his God,

upon certain Terms to be by him performed, diftrom accepting God's lull and free Covenant
of Promife, does accordingly make a Covenant
with God, folemnly taking him for his God upon
thefc Terms; promising and vowing, That if God
will be his God, pardon his Sins, be at Peace with
him, and fa<ve his Soul, he will, for his Part, b*
one of his People, and faithfully ferve him all the
Days of his Life, watching ag&inft all known jft'irj
and performing every known Duty. This is juft as it
the Woman, in the Cafe before put, mould tell hirw
who offers her the Contract, That ihc is content to
take him for her Husband, upon certain Terms ;
particularly, That if he will be her Husband, and
do the Duty of a Husband to her, fhe will, for her
Part, be a faithful Wife to him, all the Days of
her Life, doing all that fhe is able to do for paying
off her Debt, managing her felf and his Houfhold
to the beft of her Skill, and taking all Pains on her
Sores, to make her lovely in his Lyes
The which
being quite contrary to the Defign and End of that
unufual Kind of Contract, which is, to have the
Wife wholly indebted to the Husband for all, doth
alter the Nature of the Propofal, and would quite
mar the furprizing Match, which was in a fair
ferent

:

Way

to be carry'd on.
Bur, likeas in that Cafe nothing remains for the

Woman

to do, to entitle her to the Benefit of the

Contract:, but believing

it to be a real and ferious,
not a ludicrous Deed, to Jtgn her Acceptance;
which figning with the Hand is neceffary, becaiffe
her Belief of the Reality of the offer'd Contract,
and tr ufting to it accordingly, being inward Ads

of the Soul, cannot be
_vr

known among Men, but by

Ee4

a
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ment

a proper external Sign Even fo, all that remains
for you, to en state you favingly in God's Coveyenaut of Grace offered and exhibited to you in the
:

y

Gofpel,

is

And

to

take hold

oi

it

Ifa.

Ivi.

4.

to the end that, in your aiming to take hold

of the Covenant, you may not be at a Lofs, fearing
that you may mils any Part or Parts thereof, lying
Scattered through the bleft Bible ; know, that Jesus
Christ, the fecond Adam, Head of the Covenant,
is by his Father given for a Covenant to you Ifa.
xlix. 8. So that you have the whole Covenant in
him and you take hold of it, by taking hold of
-,

him

and exhibited to you

offered

in

the free Promife

of the Gofpel.

And

done by Faith, or believing on his
i. 12
As many as received
him, to them gave be Power to become the Sons of
God> even to them that believe on his Name. Wherefore, by believing on the Name of Chrifl, we take
hold of the Covenant, and are crrftated in it unto
Salvation,
And God hath made Believing to be
the Means of enftating Sinners perfonally and favingly in the Covenant, in Confonancy with the great
Defign and End thereof, declared in the Word, and
of which before. Rom. iv. 16 therefore it is of Faith,
that it might he by Grace. Chap. iii. 27 Where is
Boasting then} It is excluded. By what Law}
this

is

Name, according to John

vf Works

Now,
Relieve or

?

Nay

:

But by

the

to believe on the

credit the

free

with Application to your

trust on him

as

Law of Faith.
Name of Chrift,

is

to

Promife of the Gofpel
felf,

and accordingly to

the Saviour of the

World and

your Saviour, in whom God will be your God, and
you (hall be one of his People, unto your Salvation
iromSin and from Wrath. Mark i. 15 Believe the

v*

XV

Gof~

perfonal Covenanting
i

Gal.

Gtfpel.
5

iii.

2

<tbe bearing of Faith.

1

came not unto you in Word
Power, and in the Holy Ghoft, and

Our

Gojpel

alfo in

Affurance.

1

Cor.

ii.

4

/;;

44. 1
Thei. t

only,

but

much

in

of the

Demonftration

fbat your Faitb Jhcuki
-in tie Power of God.
And, Acls xvi. 31
ftand
Believe on tbe Lord Jefus Chrift, and thou (loalt be
Pfal. xxxvii. 40 He fball fa<ve them, becaufe
faved.
they tfruft m him. and ii. 12
Blejj'ed are all
Spine and

—

or

Power,

ver, 5

We

they that put their Trufi in him. Acts xv. 1 1
believe that through the Grace cf the Lord Jefus
This believing, or creChrift we /ball be Javed.
diting
Chrift,

Word, and

the
is

that which

moved from

tr lifting

on the Perfon, of

of all Things

is

fartheft re-

Nature of a Work, according to the
Scripture-ufe of that Word ; and therefore is the
moll agreeable Means of faving Entrance into that
Covenant, which is Of Faith, that it might be by
Grace, not of Works lead any Man (hould boaft.
Sinner, being by this believing on Chrid^
united to him as the Head of the Covenant, is
thereby perfonally entered into the Covenant fo as,
in bis Right, to have a faving Intereft in the Con*
dition, Promife, and Privileges thereof, unto his
eternal Salvation
Even as becoming, thro* natural
the

A

,•

:

Generation, Children of

Adam

the

Head

of the

Co-

venant of Works, we are perfonally enter'd into that
Covenant; fo as to be envolv'd in the Guilt of the
Breach of it, and laid under the Curfe thereof. Rom.
y. 1 9 For as by one Man's Difobcdience many were

made Sinners, jo by the Obedience of one fball many
be made Righteous. John x. 9 I am the Door: By
me if any Man enter in, he fball be faved. Eph. iii.
37 tfbat Cbrtfi may dwell in your Hearts by Faitb.

Upon
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Upon

Name

this believing on the

and

diting

Manner

trufting in

<

of Chrift, cre-

faid before,

do ne-

an abfolute Consent to take him
for our Husband, Head, and Lord, and God in him
for our God ; an unconditional Resignation of our
felves unto him, ^>ul and Body, to be his only,
wholly, and for ever ; with an illimited Renunthe Cafe
ciation of all other for him: Even as,
ceflarily follow,

m

put,

before

of

ality

upon

the

the

Offer

Woman's believing the Reof the Con trad' of Marriage

between the Phyfician and

her, and accordingly,
he will indeed be her Husband, follows her
confenting to take him for her Husband, Head, and

That

I^ord, giving up her
nil

felf

unto him, and renouncing

other for -him, abfolutely, unconditionally, with-

out Limitation or Kefervation
never do,

till

;

the

once fhe believe that.

which

And

can

fhe

thus, to

the Word of Grace, the Covenant offered and exhibited in the Gofpel, / will be to them a God, and
they Jhall be to me a People, the believing Soul

My

anfwereth, as an Eccho,
J am his Cant. ii. 16.

Secondly, Having

Beloved

is

and

mine,

underflood the Covenant, a-

Way

and Manner of being
into it, examine
your felf anent it impartially, as ever you would
make fure Work, in this weighty Matter. Enquire
into your Senfe of your Need of the Covenant, your
Belief oi it, and the Difpofition of your Heart towards it. And upon thefe Heads, pofe your felf
tight, together with the

perfonally

with

thefe or the like Queftions.

" In
«c

and favingly entered

lieve,

the firft Place,

That

I

was

O
loft,

my

Soul,

do

ruined^ and

be-

I verily

undone

in

" Adam by his breaking of the Covenant of Works \
" and, That I hare ruined my Yclf more and more,
! by
,

;

perfonal Covenanting.
cc
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my actual Tranfgrcffions ? Do I believe, That
am by Nature wholly corrupt and fin-ful, averfe

by

<c

I

" to Good, prone to Evil, and juflly laid under the
" Cvrfa binding me over to the revenging ^rath
" of God for Time and Eternity ?
I convinced,

Am

" That I am
" Whole or in
(C

utterly

unable

to

Part, out of this

Mifery into which I

am

my

help

felf,

iti

Gulf of Sin and

plung'd

;

Tha£

and,

I

" mud needs perijb under the Guilt, Dominion; and
" Pollution of my Sin, without being juftifid ot

" fantfifi'd,

for ever, if I

"own Hand?"
" Next, O my

be not relieved by Heaven's

Soul,

u a Covenant of Grace,

"

ners,

<c

his

5<

I believe,

Jefus Chrift

God

Life to them, that

God

and
Adam, wherein

all Rightepromifed eternal

fulfilling

oufnefs, as a publick Perfon, is

tc

there i$

the Father,

as fecond

upon Condition of ChrilVs

u

That

the Relief of loft Sin-

for

between

eftablifhed

Son

do

in Chrift

will

be theit

" God, and they lhall be his People ? Do I believe,
<c
That this is the Plan and Device of Heaven, fot
€c

making of
them Happy ? Do I
c
believe, That Jefus Chrift hath, by his holy Birth,
" righteous Life, fatisfactory Death and Sufferings,
lt
performed that Condition of the Covenant, and
*c
thereby purchafed and fecured the Benefit thcre<c
in promifed, for poor Sinners ? Then, do I indeed
11
believe, That this Covenant already fulfil'd in its
ct
Condition, and certainly to be fulfii'd in its Pro*
mile, is, in Christ crucify 'd, really offered and
Life and Salvation to

" them

Holy and

for

loft

making

Sinners, for

of

'

c

"exhibited to me, in the Gofpel; and, that I

"

called to the Fellowflrip of

9 do

I

verily believe on the

fed,' offered and

it

him

in

Name

exhibited to

?

And

am

then,

of Chrift crucifi-

me3

as

the

great

*

Hhh*
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t High-Prieft, who by the Sacrifice of himfelf,
* hatn made the Atonement, p^y'd the Ranfom, and
'^brought in cverlafting Righteoufnefs tor poor Sinners? That is to fay (i) Can I credit his Word
<c
with his Righteoufnefs
of Grace to me, That
ff will be tttftf^i and, in him God will be my God,
u and I (hall be one of his People}
(2) And, can
*'
I, as on a fafe Bottom, trufl on him as my S*<vi-

£

"
"

"

^

him

our, that in

it

Jhalf be (o unto *»*, to

my

e-

and Salvation, to the making or. me
9'
holy z\\& happy}
" Finally,
my Soul, how do I like the Cove\ pleas'd with the Frame of it, wherenant ?
by Ghrift was from Eternity appointed, not enly
the Prieft of the Covenant, to fulfil the Condition
of it, but alfo the Prophet and the King thereof,
to administer it? And, can I find in my Heart
to acquiefce in that Device for Salvation, as all
my Salvation, and all my Defire, for making me
I content to take Chrifl
holy and happy?
ternal Lite

:

.

O

9t

"
5'

"
"
*'

*c

"
""
<(

Am

Am

the

Son

of

God,

for

my

only Priest, Surety,

and Redeemer and in him, the Fa*c
ther for my Father, and the Holy Ghost for
" my SanBifier God in Christ for my God>
*'
I willing, wholly to refign my felf, Soul and Body,
?
to him, to be faved by his Blood alone, renownInterceffor,

;

Am

-,

c

**

cing

*'

Doings and

" him
u am I

my own

Confidence in

all

for

Sufferings

ray

?

Am

I

Righteoufnefs,
to take

content

Head and Husband}

my

Particularly,

Prophet,
up my felt
<c
wholly to him, to be taught, guided, and direc^ ted in all Things, by his Word and Spirit res' nouncing
mine own Wifdom, and the Wifdom
<l

content to take him for

Oracle, and Guide

;

alone

to refign and give

;

?'

of

t^his

World

>

Am I content

to

take

him

for

prjonal Covenanting.
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alone King and Lord; to rejign my feff
wholly, Soul and Body, unto him, Co be refcued

my

lC
*c

u by

"

his

Power from Sin% Death,

and
him forever,
Command, as

the Devil,

this prefent Evil World, for to Jerve

by the Will ot his
the Will of his Providence, as to
and
to my Duty,
<c
am
And
I heartily content to fart with,
?
my Lof
" and renounce every known Sin, and particularc
* ly that which mofl eafily befets me ;
together with
c<
my own foolifh Will, and all other Lords befides
" him without Refervation, and without Excep-

and

c<

to be ruled

"

;

"

tion againft

<£

his

Crofs

<c

"

?

And am

I really, as in

have difcovered unto me,
and upon Difcovery to part with every Sin in me,

his Sight, willing

that

I

Now,

know

to

"*

not

howbeit

?

all

doubting as to fuch of theft

and every the leafl
;
Degree of Aver/Jon to the consenting, Rejignatiofc,
and Renunciation ; is Sin before the Lord, and
needs to be purged away by the Redeemer's Blood:
Yet they ought not to flop your proceeding, unlefs
they be predominant over your Belief and Willingtiefs in the Matter, Mark ix. 24 Lord, I believe,
help thou mine Unbelief. Gal. v. 17 The Flejb luft-

Points, as arc Points of Faith

etb

againft the

tfbings that ye

Spirit

fo

that ye cannot do the

would, namely, in that Perfection,

that ye fain would

be predominant,

—

do them.

keeping your

But indeed,
Mind and

if

they

Heart

Wave of the
one cannot advife
proceeding in that Cafe For that would be to lie
unto the Lord, with a Witnefs. James i. 6 For be
that waveretb is like a Wave of the Sea, driven
with the Wind, and toffed. vcr. 7 For let not that

quite unfettlcd, and wavering like a
Sea, that hath nothing to fix

it

;

:

Man

think that he

[hall

receive any

'thing of the

honL

^6

*bire&ions anent
Howbeit, a

Lord.

in thefe Points,

Belief and Willingnefs
waver like a Ship at
held fail in the Place, not-

fincere

may

indeed

Anchor, which is ftill
withftanding of all its wavering therein. And one
may take hold of God's Covenant of Grace, unto,
Salvation, even with a trembling Hand.
Lastly, Having in your Self examination
Jatisfy'd your Confcience, as to thefe Points, go unto God by Prayer, and therein folemnly and in
cxprefs Words, take hold of the Covenant: The
which may be done, in Words to this Purpofe.
Lord, the God and Father of our Lord
r
',

O

CC
<£

Jefus Chrift, I confefs, I

am

by Nature a

loll

Sin-

wholly corrupted, and laid under the Curje,
<c
in Adam, through the Breach of the Covenant of
"Works; and have ruined my felf more and more
cc

V
<c
cc

ner,

by my actual Tranfgreffions innumerable. I am
convine'd and do acknowledge, That I am utterly unable to help my felt, in Whole or in Part, out
of this Gulf of Sin and Mtfery, into which

" plunged
cc

and tha t

I

am

beyond the Reach of the
whole Creation, to help me out of it So that I
;

it is

:

ec

mud

"

Hand do
"

u
<€

<c

«f
c<

own ftrong
not make Help to me.
But forafmuch as, there is a Covenant ofGrace9
inevitably perifli for ever,

if

thine

and Salvation to loft Sinners, eftablifhed
thee, and thine own Son, the Lord
Jefus Chrift, as fecond Adam ; wherein, upon
Conaii ion of his fulfilling all Right eoufnefs, which
for Life

between

is

now performed

in

his

having been born per-

<c

fectly holy, lived altogether righteoufly,

<c

perfect Satisfaction to Juftice

<c

Sufferings, thou

<c

their God,

by

his

and made
Death and

haft promifed, that thou wilt

be

and they mall be thy People, to the
" making of them holy and happy for ever: And,
" that

;

prfonal Covenanting.
c<

u
<c

"
tc

<c
;
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Covenant is, in Christ the Head thereoffered and exhibited to vie, in thy Gofpel

that this
of,

and thou

call eft

me

into

the Fellowfhip of

it,

irf

Therefore, upon the Warrant of, and in
him.
Obedience to, thy Command and CW/, I, a poor
'pcrilhing Sinner, do take hold of t b at Cove-

" nant, for Life and Salvation to me; believing on
the Name of Christ crucified, the Head therc-

1<l

ic

"

H
I"
*c

and exhibited

of, offered

to me, as the great

High*

who by

the Sacrifice of himfelf, hath made
f/*/?,
Atonement, paid the Ranfom, and brought in

Righteeufnejs

everlafting

for

poor Sinners.

I

credit his Word of Grace to me, and accordingCc
ly trust on him, that he with his Righteoufnefs
r will be mine, and that in and through him, God
u will be my God, and
I mall be one of his People,
r to the making of me holy and happy for ever."
"
my God, I do by thy Grace acquiefce in
" that Covenant, as ail my Salvation, and all my
With my whole Heart and Soul, tjic
Defire.

O

'

Son incarnate is my only Priest, my Safety,
my Interceffor, and my Redeemer and, in him,
the Father my Father, the Holy Ghost my
Sanctifier; God in Christ my God. I re.

;

<c

" fign my felf, Soul and Body, to him, to befaved
" by his Blood alone renouncing all Confidence
in
<c
mine own Righteoufnefs, Doings and Sufferings.
<c
With my whole Heart and Soul, he is my Head
<c
and Husband. And I am his only, wholly,
" and for ever to live by him, to him and for him!
<c
I take him for my alone Prophet, Oracle and
u Guide-, give up my felf
wholly
;

;

to him, to

<c

taught, guided

" Word and
c

;

dom t and

and

directed, in all Things,

be

by his

and renounce mine own ^/l
;
Wifdomof this World. He is, with

Spirit

the

"

my

"44 8

jDtr e£t ions anent
my alone King and Lord.
my
u And Irefign my felf wholly, Soul and Body, ub*'

Heart's Confent,

"

to him,

ec

mighty Hand, from

to

be refcued

by the Strength

of

his

Death, the Devil, and
" this prefent evil World, for to ferve him for ever,
<c
and to be ruled by the Will of his Command, as
cc
to my Duty, and the Will of his Providence as
*' to my Lot.
I am with my whole Heart content
H (Lord thou knoweft) to £#r£ with, and do re-

u
<c

cc

*'
<c

"

"
"
tc

iC
<c
*c

cc
c*

nounce, every
ticularly,
eafily

known

my

befets

Willy a "d

all

Sin,

—

me

the
;

and parwhich moft

Sin, Luft, or Idol,

Sin

together with

other Lords befides

my own
him

;

foolifti

without

Refervation, and without

Exception againft his
Lord, that I am,
5
thro Grace, willing to have dtfecvered unto me,
and upon Difcovcry to part with every Sin in me
that I know not : And that the Doubtings and
Averfenefs of Heart mixed with this my accepting
of thy Covenant, are what I allow not ; and that
notwithstanding thereof I look to be accepted of
thee herein, in the Beloved thine only Son and
my Saviour, purging away thefc, with 'all my
Crofs. Protefling in thy Sight,

O

" other

Sins, by his precious Blood.
" Let it be recorded in Heaven,
Lord, and
a and let
and whatever is here prefent a
•' bear Witnefs, that I, tho' men:
unworthy, have
" this Day here taken hold of, and come into, thy
ct
Covenant of Grace, offered and exhibited to md
" in thy Gofpel ; and, that thou art my God in the
" Tenor of that Covenant, and I am one of thy
" Peoplei from henceforth and for ever/*

O

D

I

particular Canjes of Fafting.

DIRECT.
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IX.

After covenanting with God, fet your felf to ply
the Throne of Grace by Prayer and Supplication,
with Reference to what is the particular Caufey or

This is furely the proper OrCaufes, or your Faft.
For then is one in befl Cafe to make fpecial
:

der

Requefts unto the Lord, when by

Application of

the Blood of Chrift, in taking bold of the Covenant,
his Conference is purged ; whereas, if one falls to
\that

Work

fidence
iii.

20, 21.

And

!

before this, he cannot have the Contowards God neceffary in this Cafe i John

for the right

Advices

managing

hereof, the following

are offered.

Firft. As 'tis fit you mould, the Night before,
condefcend in your own Mind, on the Caufes of
your Faft : So now again you mould review them,
partly, that the Things, which you are to lay beifore the

Lord

and Supplication, may be
partly, that you may be

in Prayer

ready before you

-,

and

duly affefled therewith,
Secondly,

Then go

to Prayer,

and prefent your

anent them, to your covenanted God,
And pray again and again on thefe Heads, as you
For the Time is
jlhall find your Cafe to require
fet apart for that very End, that you may have

[Petitions
i

:

Opportunity to

wreftle with

God,

in Prayers

and

Supplications thereanent.
^thirdly.

In

thefe

Mixture of Humility

Prayers, let there be a holy
to our Unworthinefs,

fuitable

of Fervency fuitable to our preillng Needs, and of
God fuitable to the Acccfs unto him

Confidence in

F

i

allowed

45°

Directions crnent the
The which

allowed us by the Covenant:

are the

fpecial Ingredients in prevailing Prayer,
i. In all your Addreffes to the Throne of Grace,
continue a humble Supplicant, not forgetting, but
maintaining a due Senfe of, your Sinfulness, Vilewefs, and Unworthinejs of the Mercies you make

Suit

for.

Lord, J

am

not worthy that thou Jhouldefl

come under my Roof, faith the Centurion Matth. viii.
8. J am not worthy of the leaft of all the Mercies,
faith Jacob Gen. xxxii. 10. Due Humility will
oblige you to look on your felt as abfolutely unworthy of fpiritual Mercies, tho' in the mean Time
you fee an abfolute Need of them It will keep
you from being peremptory in the Matter of temporal Mercies, and difpofe you to a holy Submijjion
unto the Will of God therein And it will engage
you, in Matters of Light, to lay your felf fairly
open to the Divine Determination.
If in this laft Cafe, your own Inclination do fway
you to any one Side ; yet be fure to have no Regard
to it before the Lord, but come unto him, as it
were, in an Equipoife, to be caft to what Side he
Such are the Meek he will guide in Judgwill.
ment, the Meek he will teach his Way Pfal. xxv. 9.
Unfair Dealing with God in this Cafe is exceeding
They who venture on it,
{inful and dangerous.
and will readily throw oft'
are therein Diffemblers
their Mask, it the Anfwer of God fall not in with
They'll rethe Side, that their Inclination is on
:

:

;

:

but will take their own
Way, notwithstanding, to the provoking of the
Eyes of his Glory ; whereof we have a remarkable
pel

it ;

they will not

lnftan.ee, in the

fee it

Jews

•

confulting

God

they mould do, while in the mean

as to what
Time they were

aforehand refolved what to do, being bent to go to

Egypt,

1

particular Caufes of Fajling.
Egypt,
xliii. 2,

—

7.

45

C%£

17 Chap. xlii. i
6, 19, 20.
Such Dealing with God, in the Matter

Jer. xli.

of Light, (oraetimes provokes him to give Men their
Thus Balaam got an
Will, with a Vengeance.
Anfwer from God, plainly notifying to him, that
he fhould not go with Balak's MefTengers Num. xxiu
But that Anfwer not (luting his Inclinations,
12
which were towards the IVages of Unrigbteoufnefs
2 Pet. ii. 15; he went back for another Anfwer more
agreeable thereto, and in Wrath he got it, ver. ip,
:

20, 21, 22.
vently

Be fervent in your Add re fifes, labouring ferm Prayers Col. iv. 12. Onfuch Occalions, th«

Body

is affliffed,

more

earnefi in Supplication

2.

that the Spirit

of worldly Encumbrances,

is

;

may become

the ordinary

the

Weight

laidafide, that the Soul

more readily take Wing, and mount
Heaven-ward. tfbe effeftual fervent Prayer of a
righteous Man availeth much Jam. v. \6.

may

the

Pray with Confidence in God, through Jefus
believingly, not doubt ingly and difirufifully,
j
Matth. xxi. 22 And all things whatsoever ye fhali
3.

Chrift

ask in Prayer, believing, yefloall receive. Whether
your Petitions be tor temporal or spiritual Mercies,
prefent them to the Father in the Name of Chrift,
according to the Promifes of the Covenant relative
thereto ; believing, and being
confident on the
Ground of the Merit and Inrerceflion or the Mediator, that God will do the be ft in your Cafe, that
your Labour Jbatt not be
vain in the Lord, and
that what is for his Glory and your Good (hall not
be withheld horn you, Pfal. lxxxv. 12. 1 Cor. xv. 58.

m

Pfal. lxxxiv.

1 1.

Fourthly, In the Intervals of Prayer, give your
fclf

to fome godly Exercife, fuch zsjingifjg of Pfalms,

F

t

z

reading

;

Direttiom anent

452*

Word,

reading of the

or Meditation.

And

parti-

you be feeking Light into a Matter, you
may enter on thinking about it, in order to your
clearing therein ; weighing Circum fiances with Dependence on the Lord, according to the Promife
Pfal. xxxii. 8 1 will inftrucJ thee ; and teach thee
in the Way which thou /bait go : I will guide thee
with mine Eye. And, fpecially, it you are feeking
Light into the State of your Soul here is a favourable Nick of Time for it
the Marks and Evidences
of a gracious State, being, upon the Back of Cove-

cularly,

\i

;

,*

wanting with God, in a

fair

Way

to be difcovered,

to the Satisfaction of the fincere Soul.
Laftly,

Prayers

;

Lay no Weight on
that

is

to fay,

How

Quantity of your

the

long, or

how many

Thefe Things avail nothing with God
by whom Prayers are not meafuredy but weighed.
And, what makes the Weight in them, is the Faith,
Fervency, and Humility therein
So that one of
thefe Groupings mentioned Rom. viii. %6, will downweigh a whole Day's Prayers, in which thefe Things
are wanting.
Do you labour to get near God in
they

are.

:

Prayer, and prefs forward to obtain that.

DIRECT,

x-

have Ability and Opportunity, let Works
of Charity and Mercy be joined with your, Faft $ doing them, whether in the Time of it, or before ir,
or after it ; Ifa. lviii. 6 Is not this the Faft that I

As you

have chofen ? -— ver. 7— -ta deal thy Bread to the
Hungry, and that thou bring the Poor that are caft
out, to thy Houfe ? When thou feeft the Naked, that
thou cover him, and that thou hide not thy felf from
thine own Fkfb ? Let the Poor be Gainers by your
Faft:

,

;

Works of Charity and Mercy. 453
Faft

:

For

wateretb

and

the Promife

'tis

(Jjall

one's finding

creatures

Matib.

xviii. 33.

xi. 25 ;
natively ifiues

towards one's Fellow-,
Eph. iv. 32.

DIRECT.
Before you give over your

he that

that

bimfelfPwv.

Mercy with God,

Difpourion

a merci'ul

in

God,

of

be watered alfo

XL

Work, you
now

to confider fcrioufly, that you are

will

do well

the

Lord's,

and no more your own : And forafmuch as your
Covenanting with God, fuppofeth that you are refulved to reform, and to walk more clofly with God

down Rejolutions, in the Strength of your co<ve*>
nanted God to watch. And by all Means, forget
not to confider, what are thefe Things, whereby in
a fpecial Manner, your fpiritual Condition hath
formerly been worfted
and, by what Means it
may be kept right : And fincerely refolve to efchew
lay

;

the one, and purfuc the other

;

that

have been in your Converfation,

whereby
b.en

fet

what Gaps

be

filled

up,

appear, that by your Faft you have
forward in your Christian Courfe.
And

it

will

withal, review your
Exercife

fo,

may

Failures in

all

the Parts of the

you have now been imploy'd

DIRECT.
You may

Work

in.

XII.

with Prayer , whereyour Failures in the
Management ot this Duty, and apply anew to the
Blood of. Sprinkling for purging them away ; a->
vouch your Covenant-intereft in God, and his in
you s and lay the Caufes of your Faft again before
him,
F f 5
in

conclude the

you may humbly

confefs

Viretfions about

454

him, and folcmnly leave them on him, The laying
over a Matter on the Lord believingly, in Prayer,
It turns a
gives great Eafe to a burdened Heart
inco
a
fpiritual
When
fometimes
Hannah
Feaft.
Faft
had done fo with her Cafe, the went away, and did
eat, and her Countenance was no more [ad i Sam.
lay over your [elf upon him, for the
i. 1 8. And
Grace of the Covenant, to fubdue your Corruptions,
bear you up againfl: Temptations, and carry on
your Refoluticns j that you may go out into the
World again, in the Fa it h of his Grace [uffic tent for
:

y ou in

all

Exigences.
D

DIRECT.
When the Work

is

XIII.

over, take heed to your Spirit*

And
Beware of fpiritual Pride. Do not value
upon the Account of the Work done, as
they did who fa id, Wherefore have we fafted, and
thou feefi not ? Ifa. lviii. 3. The Opinion of the
Merit or good Works, is what the Heart of Man
And thereeafily goes off into, by its natural Biafs
Firft.,

your

fe If

is (o

much

:

Man

of the old

in

the

b.eft,

that they

Performances
Wherefore, be on your Guard, particularly on that Side ; and confider the Perfection
required by the holy Law, and keep in view your

are apt to think highly of their religious

and

Services.

own Mi[managements,
done

We

all thoje

fo

Things, you

may

are unprofitable Servants

Beware

Secondly,

fometimes

fall

Enjoyment

Cant.

1, 2,

And

-,

as

[hall

it

have

be obliged to [ayt

Luke

xvii.'

10.

Carnal Security.

afLep, quickly

fpiritual
v.

ot

when you

as

after a full

fared

Saints

Meal

of

with the Spoufe

Satan watching the Advantage,
rallies

4<5

after Walking.
rallies

with his wounded
Ins (cattered Forces, and

So it comes to pals, that
Prov. xn. 27 Tie
according to Solomon's Obferve
took in hunting:
he
Slothful rcftetb not that -which
is loft through
Pants,
What was gathered with much

Men bums

City.

the

Lnwatcbfuluefs, ere he gets the Ufe

of

it.

the_Gw/« of your

La/ty. Beware of forgetting
Addteiles to
F«tf: But in your ordinary

;

God

re-

Anfwer. Pfal
member them and wait on for an
and will look
thee,
ttnto
v z I will direCt my Prayer
not prefently
yet
and
accepted,
Prayers may be
up.
that with
neceflary
'tis
Cafe,
In which
anfwered.
mean
Heaven,
from
Return
wait for a
;

Patience we
for obtaining the
while ufing the appointed Means
provoke the Lo:d,
End. The negketing hereof may
his Anger, or Stroke
to continue the Symptoms of
reotherwife might fooner be

Hand, which
embarrafled,
moved ; and to leave one perplexed and

of his

Matters wherein Light is needed.
whatever the foBut in your waiting for Light,
look tor lmpreffions,
vereian Lord may do, do not you

in

Revelattonmy

extraordinary
far left for Voice*, not
your Duty
difcover
to
oi
Way,
Manner

m

particu-

But, having laid your
lar Cafes, 2 Pet. i. 18, t 9
Divine Determination, and
lelf lairly open to the
God
eariuft Supplication unto
-

made humble and

believe that you
Light in your particular Cafe
by him, acdirected
(hall be guided, taught, and
Prov
™; 6
cording to his Prom.fe Pfal xxv. 9.

for

-^

Lord, weigh the Matthen, in Dependence on the
Cafe in the Balance ot
ter and circumftantiate
general DireftiReafon, according to the
fanctified

onsofthe Word, fuch as

tbims are true,
whatever tbmgs

Philip..*.

8.

uhatfoever fbings
are jufi,

Ft

Whatfmxt
are

boucfi,

^batjoever fbtngsare

4

P u, *>

'Diredions about, &c.

45^
pure,

are lovely,

whatfoever ^things

wbatfocver
1

^things are of good Report
if there be any Vertue,
and if there be any Praife, think on tbefe ^Things.
•

And

Conduct and Motions of
comparing
it, ftill
And you will find, that he

carefully obferve the

Providence, with

Reference to

them wkh the Word.
mil guide you with his Eye, according

to the

Pro-

mife Pfal. xxxu. 8. And with Refpecl: thereto,
you may put up that Petition unto him, in Faith,
Pfal. lxxxvi.

Thus

1

7

Shew me a Token for Good.
and Humiliation.

far of perfonal Fafting

^MBp
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CHAP.

III.

O/^Family-Fasting and Humiliation,

in particular.

Herein
which

is

the Subftance of this Duty,
the fame in

all religious

whatfoever, doth confift,

And

declared.

there

is

being

Fafts
already

many

Things common to Family-fafts, with
perfinal one's of which we have
treated at large ; it remains only to add here fome
few Things peculiar to Family -faffing. And
First, As to the Divine Warrant for it, one
may be fatisfied upon thefe Grounds.
Firft, Forafmuch as every Chriitian Family ought
to be a Church Rom. xvi. 5, to receive all Ordinances
appointed of God, and competent to them in their
Family Capacity
And that religious Faftivg s an
Ordinance of Divine Appointment, in the Nature
whereof there is nothing to hinder its being performed by a Family, in their Family Capacity It
is evident, that Family -fa/ling and Humiliation is a
Part of Family -w orpfip 9 namely, an extraordinary
[

:

:

-

Pare

k

*Dire£iions about

45 8
Part thereof,

be occafionally performed.
Acas an Effect of the pouring
out of the Spirit, Zech. xil 1 1 £he Land Jhall
mourn, every Family apart.
have alfo a plain
to

Wspromifed

cordingly,

We

Inftanceofk, in Efther's Family, on the Occafion
of the mifchievous Decree againft the Jews, procured by Hainan, Efth. iv. 16 I alfo and my

Maidens will j aft like wife. And the Fafting ok the
Jews, on the fame Occafion, in every Province
whitherfoever that Decree came, mentioned ver. 3,
feemsto have been moftly, if not altogether, of the
fame Kind, to wit Family -failing Not only, in
refped of their Circumftances in thefe Provinces,
where they were difperfed Chap. iii. 8 ; but alfo,
:

Sfhankfgiving for their Deliverance was
appointed to be kept throughout every Family Chap.

that the

ix. 28.

The Ground upon which, the Duty of
and Humiliation is bound upon public
worfhipping Societies, and upon particular Perjons,
Secondly,

Fafting

take place alfo in the Cafe of Families.

If national,

and per/dual Sins to be mourned
over, Judgments to be deprecated, and Mercies to
be fought ; do found a Call to a Nation, Congregation, or Perfon, refpedively, to humble them*
felves with Fafting; can there be any Reafon affign'd, why the fame fhould not hold in like Manner, in the Cafe of Families ? Surely, as there arc
Times wherein it goes ill with a Land, or with a
congregational,

particular

Congregation or Perfon ; fo there arc
it goes evil with one's Houfe 1 Chrori.

Times, wherein
vii.

and
ed.

23, in refped of fpecial Family-Jins or Strokes;
which there are fpecial Family -mercies need-

in

And

Families are obliged to the

fame appointed Means

ufing of the

for getting rid of the

one,

and

Family- Fafting.
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and obtaining the other ; as other worfhipping
Societies, and particular Perfons, are, in their reAnd where the Concern of Memspective Cafes.
bers of a Family is common, aitho' it be not equal%
all of them oughr, in Rcaf )n, to take Pare or the
Burden.

The Promtfe made

to joint Prayers, hath
Mattk. xviii. ig If two ofyoujbatl
agree on Earth, as touching any 'Thing that they
Jball ask, it (ball be done for them of my Father
which is in Heaven, ver. 20 For where two or three
are gathered together in my Name, there am I in the
Laftly,

Weight

here,

'lis certain, there is fuch a Thing
of them.
as extraordinary Prayer, which hath a Share in

micljt

the bench": of this Promife

:

And

it

the

Lord

is

Weight on fome of his People
agreeing together to ask a Thing of him, or

pleated to lay fuch a
their

their founding together
fies;

it

is

not to be

as the

Word

properly figni-

doubted, but extraordinary

Prayer in Families, upon fome facial Qccafions,
is both required by him, and acceptable unto him
thro' Jems Chrift his Son.

Secondly, As for a providential C all to Famiand Humiliation : By what is faid before,

ly-fafting

P^r/o^Z-fading, it may
be judged of and dilcerned ; the Circumftances of
the Family being duly confidered, and what the
Conduct of Providence towards it, appears to point
The Cafe of others, in whom the Family
unto.
hath a particular Concern, efpecially the Cafe of
the Church, may found a Call to Family-fafling ;
as is clear from the Practice of Eft her with her
Maids Efth. w. 16. And fo may the private Cafe
of the Family itfelf ; whether in refped of Family-

for clearing ol one's Call to

fiiiSy

F&mWy-ftrokes threatned or

inflicted,

or

fome
fpecial

4^o

Dinttions about

fpccial

Family-mercies to be defired.
And fincc the
Exemplification of thefe general Heads,
in one's
private Cafe, made in the fecond
Section of the
foregoing Chapter, may without
Difficulty be accommodated to the Cafe of one's Family, by
Perfons
of the meaneft Capacity difpofed
to confider them
•

it is

not neceflary here, to defcend to
Particular's

again.

L

astl y, For Directions towards Family
faltint •
there are but few that need to be
added unto thefe
given before,
the Cafe of Perfinal
fafting.
>Tis
plain from the Nature of the Thing,
that the external Ordering and Management

m

'of

belongs to the

this

Matter,

Head

of the Family : And be ovjbe
is difcreetly to choofe
and appoint the Time and
Place, wherein the Family may
perform the Duty
with lead Difturbancc; and to fee, that
all be done
decently, and in Order.
And

Let the Head of the Family, fome
compeTime, at leafl the Night before, give
Notice
to them, that fuch a Time is fet apart for,
and to
be fpent m, that Exercife; and withal
mew them
the Caufes of it, and exhort them to
ftir up themselves to the Duties of fuch a folemn
Approach unto
Firft,

tent

God. Common Prudence will dire&, as
Chnfhan Duty doth oblige, the Husband

fult his

to be

Wife aforehand, as to the fixing of thtTime
apart m the Family for that
extraordinary

fet

Piece of Devotion.
Secondly, In the Morning, let
each
the Family go apart by himfelf into
Place,

well as
to con-

Member
fome

of

fecrec

and there fpend fome Time in Reviewing
Covenanting, Praying and Supplicating

Confejing,

asuiu-ctcd in the Cafe oiferfonal
Fafitng; fo far as
he can overtake them.
The more

conicfcntioufly
this

Family Fa fling.
this

fkret

Work

managed,

is

46 r
will readily fare

it

the better with the Family, when met together.
thirdly, Let the Head of the Family, having

taken to himlelf, and allowed to them, a competent
Time for their extraordinary fecret Devotions, thereafter

call

them

And

together.

may

the Family being

need be, lay before
them the Caufes of their Faft, with fuitable Exhortations and Encouragements, for exciting them
And, after calling on God for the
unto the Duty.

conveen'd, he

again,

it

Aid of his Holy Spirit, let him fug with them
fome PJalm or Part of a Pfalm, fuitable to fuch an
Occafion, fuch as Pfal. lxxx. i and downwards,
Pfal xxxix. 6 to the End, Pfal. li. i and downwards ; read before them fome pertinent Paflage of
Scripture, fuch as thefe mentioned in the VI. Direftion of the preceeding Chapter; and 'then pray
with them. After Prayer made by the Head of the
Family, let the Miftrefs of the Family, and fuch
others

as

he judgeth

pray, one alter another.

fit,

'Tis very definable, that each
mily,

a Part

being thro' Grace
in

that

Work.

Member

of the

to be imploy'd,

fit

Fa-

do take

In the Intervals of Prayer,
or Conference, as

may be Singing, Reading,
bund moft expedient.
be
may

there

Fourthly, 'Tis

fit

that

thefe Prayers there be

in

extraordinary ConjeJJion of Sin, as particular as
may be expedient; together with Profeffion of Repentance and hearty Sorrow for Sin, and of unfeigned Defire to return unto

Duties of a Chriftian Life
earneit Supplications,

:

God, and unto

And

then, fervent

upon the Matters that

the

and

are the

peculiar Caufes of the Faft.
Fifthly, It is proper, that the concluding Prayer

be

made by

the

Head

of the Family

:

And

that

therein

Motives and

ofii

therein he refume the Confejfions, ProfeJJions, and
Supplications on the Matters of the Fafl ; humbly

acknowledge their Failures in the Management of the
Work; and profefs their looking for Pardon and Acceptance thro' the Blood of Jefus Chriit. alone, and
alio Hot Grace to walk in the Ways o{ new Obedience,
Then the joint Exthro' the fame atoning Blood.
ercife may be clofed, with finging fome Part of a

Pfalm, fuch as Pfal. xc. 13 to the End, Pfal. lxxxv.
6 to the End, ox Pfal. lxix. 30 and downward.
Lafily The joint Exercife of the Family being
over, let each or them go apart by himfelf again,
and fpend fome Time in a Review of what they
have been imployed in, and in fecret Prayer: The
which is but a fuitable Conclusion, to fuch folemn
Work. And Family-reformation ought to follow hereupon ; every Member of" the Family watching over
himfelf, and all of them watching, one over anoThat by their holy Walking, in Peace and
ther
Unity, and a confeientious Performance of their relative Buties y it may appear, that they have been
fmcere and upright before the Lord, in their Faft,
y

:

The

Conclusion.

AN D

now, to recommend the Practice of thefc
Duties, to Perfans and Families, thefe five
Things are offered in Favour thereof namely, that
the Practice of them is a proper Means,
(1) To
bring Strangers to Religion acquainted
(a.)

To

recover Backfliders,

($)

To

with

it,

prevent R<?lapfes,

ExhortationsTo prepare for a Time

lapfes,

4<5$
of

and

atrial,

(4)
get Matters clear for Eternity.
First, The Pia&ice or" Perfonal and

To

lajily,

fafting and Humiliation,

to

Strangers

Religion

a proper

is

Means

acquainted with

Familyto bring
it

that

;

who have not yet dipt into practical ReligiThe Work or Conon, may begin to enter into it.
*verfeon unto God, fogi//J at folemn ferious ConfedeThe
ration of one's own fpiritual State and Cafe
tfafe,

1

:

which

I

it"

Sinners could once be brought unto, there

would be fome Hope of them, as of the Prodigal^
when be came to himfelf Luke xv. 17 And ir they
would fet themfelves to the Duty of perfonal Fafting,
and Matters of Families would now and then uie
Family-fafts, they might at length be brought to
Whereconfidcr of their fpiritual State and Cafe.

i

:

!

\

1

j

fore,
I

Ftrfl,

into the

!

are young,

Heart of Religion,

and have not yet dipt
this Memorial is for

T\s

prefum'd, ye were baptized in your Inand that now ye are come to the Years of
Difcretion : But have you ever as yet taken a folemn deliberate View of your loft and undone State
by Nature, under Sin and the Curfe ; and of the
Remedy provided tor you in Jesus Christ? And
have you ever as yet perfonally enter'd into Covenant with God, by taking hold of his Covenant of
Grace ? You eat, you drink, you fleep, you work,
you play or divert your felves: And fo do young

you.
j

Ye who

fancy,
j

|

j

i

j

I

I

j

which, when they are dead, are
But you have an immortal Soul, that muft
eternally \ivc, happy in Heaven, or miferable in Hell.
It may be, you fay your Prayers too
But have
you as yet perfonally renounced the Devil, the vain

Beafts too, the
j

I

i

done

:

:

I]

World, and the Flefh

?

You cannot but

fee,

that

beat*

Motives and

4*4
Death

feizeth

fome as young and ftrightly as you

and you know not, how foon God may call
Have you then laid your Meafures for Eternfry? Alas! you are heedUfly running about the
Devil's Trap, playing your felves about the Pit's
Mouth And ihould your Foot flip now, you are
undone for ever, ^thus faith the Lord of Ho/is , conare;

you

off:

:

Jider your IVays,
Secondly, Carelefs Sinners, carelefs about the

Con-

World, whatever your Age or
Tears be ; this Memorial is for you. Te carelefs Ones,
flrip ye and make ye hare, and gird Sackcloth upon
cerns of the other

your Loins Ifa. xxxii. u. What is your Religion?
Is it not like the Foam on the Water, no Subilance
in it ? What is your Life and Converfation ? See
wild Afs ufed to
your own Picture, Jer. li. 24

A

Wtldemefs, that fmiffeth up the Wind at her
What Condition is your Soul in ? The
Tleafure.
Emblem of it is the Sluggard's Vineyard, All grown
over with Thorns, Nettles covering the Face therethe

of,

and

the

Stone -wall thereof broken

down Pro v.

xxiv. 30, 31. Can you really perfwade your felves,
That you are going forth by the Footfteps of the

Flock? That the Saints now
fill

in

Glory tock the

(in-

Liberty of thinking, fpeaking, and acting, that

you do ? That their Soul's State and Cafe coil them
as few ferious Thoughts, as yours hath coil: you ?
Do you think to flumble on a faving Xnterefl in
Chriit, a Pardon, a Heaven ? No, you will not find
it fo.
Up, then, and be doing: Set apart fome
ftime for confidering of, and doing fomething
effectually in, your Soul's Cafe ; that you may go
ro the Ground of the Matter, and get it rectify'd.
Secondly, 'Tis a proper Means for the Recovery
of BackfliderS) that they

may Kemember whence
they

;

Exhortations.

\6$

they art fallen, and repent, and do tbefirft
Rev. ij. 5. There arc not a few, who fome

a Day bloffomed

who

in

fair,

now

Works
Time
Beginnings of Re-

hopeful

Their Bones arc
and there's no Sap of that Kind in them, now ;.
£fld by their finning againfc Light 9 they have proirbked God to depart from them, fo as there is no
Sap in Ordinances, nor in Providences, to them,
neither ; but thefe\are all, as it were, blafted to them,
ind they are -left in the unhappy Cafe of the Vineyard Jfa. v. 6 I will alfo command the Clouds, that
)hey rain no Rain upon it.
And fome are not only
withered, but are become noifome in their Life and
Converfation They have not only loft any Life
ligion,

aie

withered.

dried,

:

>f

Religion,

:heir
jap

they fometimes feem'd to have
Lulls are become rampant in them, as

to vile AffeBions defiling the very

;

buc

givm
outward Man,

happened unto them according to the true ProDog is turned to his own Vomit again
ind the Sow that was wajhed, to her wallowing in

ft is

verb, the

the

Mire

L O
t 38

2 Pet.

ii.

22.

Backfiiders, your Cafe

// any

Man draw

is

back,

a fearful one, Heb.

my

What mind

Pleafure in him.
Will ye continue in
\io

Soul flail have
do with it >

ye to

your eternal Ruin ? Oh I
There's Hope in Ifrael
Concerning this thing, as bad as it is.
Perhaps
your Heart tells you, That your Cafe is now gone
pn too far, to be mended But it is not fo ; that's
but a fatanical Suggeftion,
God's Word fays
ptherwiie. Jer. in. 1 though thou
haft play'd the
Harlot with many Lovers, yet return again to me,
no, Pity your

it,

own

to

Souls.

:

liv. 6. I have called thee as—a
Wife of Toutb, when thou waft refufed, faith thy

faith the Lord. Ifa.

God.

Wherefore,

O

Back/Ijder, beftir thy felfto

G

g

anfwqj

Motives and

\66

anfwer the Lord's Call, and remember that fome
Devils go not out but by Prayer and Fafting Mat.
for your Recovery:
xvii; 22, Try this Method then
of wilful dyingguilty
be
not
would
you
as
Try it,
kindly meets
Father
heavenly
Our
Difeafe.
of your
returning Prodigals

The

:

returning Backflider will

be treated by him, as a dear Son, a pleafant Ctiild
then, and he will re/lore
Jer. xxxi. 20. Return ye

you the Tears that the Lecuft hath eaten Joel ii.
like an
25 ; and as yet, your Bones jhall flourijh

to

Herb Ifa. lxvi. 14.
Thirdly, It is a proper Means to prevent Re*
right, when
Japfes, and to keep one's fpiritual Gafe
Frequent Hating of Accounts,
which otherwife might come
And the Caie whichj
involv'd.
and
perplext
be
to
being on the Decline, is taken in Time, is eafily
run
righted, in Comparifon of that which has long

once

it

is

right.

keeps Matters

on

:

clear,

Even as when Chrift

rais'd to Life the

young

they were carrying out to the
Grave, he only touched the Bier, and faid, Toung
Man, 1 fay unto thee, arife Luke vii. 14; but he
wept and groa\id once and again, at the raifing of

Man of Nain, whom

Lazarus, who had been four Days dead John rf.
The unhealthy and fickly Difpofition
33, 35, 38.
Remains of
of the Souls of Men, by Reafon of the
here,
Corruption that are always in the bell While
makes the occafionai Performance of extraordinary
above the
Duties now and then necefftry, over and
Devotions.
Courfe of their ordinary and dated
of Preparation
of Clmftian
Piece
It is a
for a Time of trial
one s lelf,
hide
and
Prudence to forefee the Evil,
Prov.
pumfred
are
while the Simple pafs on and

Fourthly,

xxii. 3.
?

*

'Tis a proper

When God

is

Means

threading a Land with his
Judg-

Exhortations

q.6j

Judgments, it becomes the Inhabitants to take the
Alarm, and prepare to meet their God: And Perfonal and Family Fafts are proper Expedients for
fince they who in finning Times Sigh
fjiat End
Cry
and
for all the Abominations done in the midfl
;

Mark

fhereof ftand fair to receive the

Favour
lefler

in fuffering

Times Ezek

Strokes and Deliverances, thefe

met with

of late Years,

it is

alas

J^ien of whatever Denomination,

for fpecial

For all the
Nations have

ix. 4.

!

to fober

vifible

That we

{hereby reformed, nor duely convine'd

are not

of,

far lefs

humbled under, the Caufes of God's flaming Con-

And while there is a God to
troverfy with us.
judge on the Earth, we can have no Reafon to
think, That a Generation chargeable with the Guilt,
which we are chargeable with, is in Safety with fuch
a Load upon them Eut that either God will, by
an unordinary pouring out of his Spirit, awaken,
humble, and make the Land to mourn ; or elfe,
by fome rouzing Stroke of Judgment, will vindicate his own Honour, injured to a Pitch that our
Fathers arriv'd not at.
And the lefs Appearance
:

there

is

of the former, there

is

the greater

Appear-

ance of the latter. However we feem to have no
fuch Security againfl it, as to render it unfeafonable to keep Perfonal and Family Fafts in that

View

;

that

we may mourn

over our

own

Sins,

and the Sins of the Nations,, and may folemnly
commit our felves and our Families to the Divine
Grace, Mercy, and Prote&ion, whatever may be
the Occurrences of Providence in our Day.
None
l^now what dark Steps may be between them and
t&e Grave: And therefore it cannot be an unwife
,

Courfe, timely to take

^0'

God

G

g

Guide
Protect

in Chrift for our

the Mountains of Darknefs, for our
z

ia

Motives and

4<58
in all Dangers,

and

our Supporter and Helper in

for

the midit of Trouble.

Lastly,

a proper

It is

and

Means to get
make us a

Matters,

fafe and
World. It was
David's unfpeakable Comfort on his Death-bed,

clear tor Eternity,

comfortable

Paffige out of this

That he could
was about to
verlafting

an old

fa to

fay of the

Covenant

Man, and

God, unto whom his Spirit
hath made with me an e-

He

return,
2

Sam.

xxiii. 5.

Jacob,

being

on
Days

a dying, comfortably reflected

the Place and Time, where and when, in the

of his Tenth, he had remarkable Communion with
the Bleffmg, and- vowed the Vow
with Chap, xxxviii. 10
22. Would
one be in a Condition to lock Death in the Face,
to pafs fafely and comfortably to the other World;
there is not a more feafible Means to reach ity than

God,

Gen.

this.

received

xlviii. 3

—

Therefore,

Ye who are und^r Doubts and Fears, comThat ye can never reach clear Evidences
No Wonder
for Heaven, this Memorial is for you.
they walk in the Dark,- who will not be at fo much
Firfi,

plaining,

The obtaining
Pains to get Light into their State.
of fuch Light) might of it felf be a fufficient Ground
Clear Evidence s for Heaven
for fuch an Exercife,
are fuch ^an unfpeakable Comfort, and fo hard to
;

up amidft fo much Corruption- of Heart and
it is not at all ftrange, they require fomething beyond the ordinary Courfe of Devotion and
Application, to obtain the fame.
And this is a
moil feaiible Means for that Purpofe For, after"
one has got his Soul humbled by a Review of his
Sins, hath poured oiit his Heart before the Lord in
raife

Life, that

:

folemn Confejfion of Sin, and perfonally entred inorrenewU, Covenant with God, by taking hold

fo,

of

r

Exhortations.

469

of God's Covenant of Grace; if he (hall then take
the Matter in Hand, and examine himfclf, as to
the Evidences of faving Grace in him, they will'

Kb be as

'

likely to

appear clearly, as ever.

Secondly, Ye .whey are, one Way or other, getting
Earnings of approaching Death, this Memorial is
Do you obferve your Equals in Years, oc
tor you.
younger than youy-carry'd off by' Death? Have you
been at any Time ^efcu'd from imminent Danger
of your Life, arifing from fome Accident, or unforefeen Occurrence ? Are ye now and then vifited
-

with Sicknefs
gin to

be loofened
dential

Do

?

you perceive your Strength be-

the Pins of your Tabernacle begin to

fail,

Thefe and the

?

CalWjo yolk

like

are loud provi-

to prepare for the other World.

And

Preparation for that Worid, is fufficient to
found a Call unto fuch extraordinary Devotion :
Profpect of approaching Death, may well be allow'd
to call one to fet fome Time apart, in order to prepare for it. Preparation for Death is Work to be

A

Time

And_ why fliould it be
Death is approaching?
How ..unreafonable is .it for Men, to leave that
Work* to the Sick-bed, where they'll have enough
ado to die± or may be deprived of their Judgment,
if they d'a at all get a Sick-bed, and be not fud-

done

in

of Health:

delay 'd, (ince you. fee that

Idenly fnatcht

away,

aware? No,

Sirsj ye

ere

they or their Friends are

know thw~Deatb

is coming
fome Time apart
prepare for it, and to ftate

(Therefore, while ye ,are able,

.

fet

that very Enrf; -to
iMatters clearly for Eferiltty: Otherwife, ye are cruel
to your own Souls, byjyour Negligence making
of Death, a Leap in the Dark into the other World.

'for

Laftly, All,

Heaven and a

without
Hell, this

Exception,

Memorial

who
is for

believe

you.

a

The

eternal

00

&c

Motives and>

eternal State

Random.

not a Matter to venture *pon at
you do really believe a Life to come,

is

If

ye cannot reafonably think, That this is too much
co make a fuitable Preparation for it. Their Hearts
are certainly more /tout, than bolyy who amidft
Co

many

ftiil

Inllanccs of MortaUty9 as the

affording,

are not thereby excited,

World

is

to fet their

Soul's Cafe in Order, with an Eye to Death's
coming about to their own Door And thus to
fet. fome Time apart for that End, is little enough

©wn

:

in

a Cafe of fuch

F

vaft Importance.
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